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PREFACE. 


X  HE  materials  of  which  this  part  of  the  Hit- 
iory  of  New-Hampfhire  is  compofed,  were  chiefly 
colle&ed  during  a  refidence  of  twenty-two  years  in 
the  eaftern  part  of  the  State  ;  from  observations 
made  in  various  places,  and  particularly  in  feveral 
journies  to  the  northern  and  weflern  parts  ;  from 
original  furveys  of  many  townmips  and  tra6ts  of 
the  Country  ;  from  the  converfation  of  many  per- 
fons  who  have  been  employed  in  furveying,  mail- 
ing, hunting  and  fcouting ;  as  well  as  in  husban- 
dry, manufactures,  merchandife,  navigation  and 
fimery.  The  public  offices  have  alfo  been  repeat- 
edly iearched,  and  the  obliging  attention  of  the  of- 
ficers of  government,  both  in  New-Hampfhire  and 
MalTachufetts,  is  again  thankfully  acknowledged. 
But  that  no  fource  of  information  might  be  left 
unexplored,  a  printed  circular  letter  was  addreffed 
to  the  feveral  Clergymen,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
public  character,  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  requeft- 
ing  their  communications  on  various  heads  of  in- 
quiry. The  anfwers  to  thefe  letters  have  not  been 
fo  numerous,  and  in  fome  infiances,  not  fo  particu- 
lar  as  would  have  been  agreeable  ;  but  from  thofe 
which  have  been  received  (and  for  which  the  Au- 
thorrequefls  the  feveral  writers  to  accept  his  thanks) 
he  has  been  enabled  to  render  his  account  more 
complete  than  it  could  have  been  without  this  af- 
fiftance, 
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The  chapter  containing  a  defcription  of  the 
white  mountains,  is  a  copy,  with  fome  enlarge- 
ments, of  a  memoir  prefented  to  the  Philofophical 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  publifhed  in  the  fee- 
ond  volume  of  their  tranfa&ions.  This  memoir 
was  quoted  in  the  London  Monthly  Review, 
for  February,  1787.  p.  139;  and  the  word/re/ft- 
et  occurring  in  it,  the  Reviewers  added  this  note, 
"  We  are  not  acquainted  with  this  word."  In  the 
next  number,  a  correfpondent  kindly  attempted  to 
correct,  what  he  imagined  to  be  *  an  error  of  the. 
*  prefs/  by  fubflituting  the  word  fre/Ji  in  its  place  ; 
meaning  a  tide  or  flowing  of  frefh  in  diftin£tion 
from  fait  water.  But  the  Reviewers  were  not  fat- 
isfied  that  there  was  any  error  of  the  prefs  ;  and 
in  fa6t  there  was  not «  the  word  frejhet  is  a  term 
familiar  to  the  people  of  New-England,  as  it  was. 
to  their  fore-fathers,  who  brought  it  from  England, 
where  it  was  equally  familiar  in  the  lafl  century. 

From  the  following  authorities  it  may  be  feen 
how  the  nouns  frefliet  and  fre/Jies,  were  ufed  by 
writers  of  the  laft,  and  beginning  of  the  prefent, 
century* 

The  former  is  found  in  Milton's  Paradife  Regain*" 
ed,  Book  II.  line  345. 

*  All  fifh  from  fea  or  more, 
*  Frejliet  or  purling  brook,  of  ffiell  or  fin,'  - 
It  feetns  this  Author,  by  a  frefhet,  meant  a  fpread-* 
ing  collection  of  frefh  water,  diftingaifhed  from  a 
brook. 

In  a  defcription  of  New-England,  written  and 
publifhed  in  England,  1658,  by  Ferdinando  Gorg- 
es, the  word  is  ufed  precilely  m  the  fenfe  in  which 
st  is  now  underftood  in  New-England. 

p.  29.  '  Between  Salem  and  Charleftown,  is  htu- 
pted  the  town  of  Lynn,  near  to   a  river,   ivhofe 

flrong 
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ftrong  jrejlut  at  the  end  of  winter  filleth  all  her 
banks,  and  with  a  violent  torrent  vents  itfelf  in- 
to the  fea/ 

In  a  letter  written  by  William  Penn,  2683,  and 
printed  in  his  works,  he  fpeaks  of  ihzfreflies  of  the 
Delaware,  thus,  *  The  Dutch  inhabit  thofe  parts 
of  the  Province  that  lie  on  or  near  the  Bay,  and 
the  Swedes  the /ref/ies  of  the  Delaware/  N.B.  All 
the  Swedifh  fettlements  were  fituate  below  the  City 
of  Philadelphia. 

In  Oldmixon's  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  xrol, 
I.  p.  151,  printed  at  London  in  1708,  it  is  laid, 
'  The  firft  town  below  the  falls  is  Newton,  and  next 
to  it  is  Pennfbury  over  againii  Burlington.  This 
part  of  the  Delaware  is  called  the  frejlies.' 

N.B.  Burlington  is  twentv  miles  above  Phila- 
delphia. 

In  Beverley's  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  printed  at 
London,  1720,  we  find  the  fame  word,  p.  105. 
*  The  damage  occafioned  by  the  worms  in  the  riv- 
ers of  Virginia,  may  be  avoided  by  running  [the 
fhips]  up  into  the  frejhes  during  five  or  fix  weeks 
that  the  worm  is  above  water/ 

From  thefe  authorities,  I  conclude  that  the  noun 
frejlies  was  underftood  to  diftinguifti  thofe  parts  of 
a  river,  below  all  the  falls,  where  the  frefh  water 
which  comes  down  from  above  is  flopped  by  the 
flowing  of  the  fea,  and  at  the  ebb,  refumes  its  natu- 
ral courfe  ;  and  which  therefore,  rifes  and  falls  with 
the  tide.  But  the  word  frefliet  has  another  fignifi- 
cation  ;  it  means  a  river  fwollen  by  rain  or  melted 
fnow,  in  the  interior  country,  riling  above  its  ufu- 
al  level,  fpreading  over  the  adjacent  lowlands,  and 
ruffling  with  an  accelerated  current  to  the  fea.  In 
this  fenfe  it  is  underftood  in  New- England,  and  as 
it  is  a  part  of  the  language  of  the  age  and  country 

in 
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in  which  I  write,  it  is  frequently  ufed  in  this  vol* 
time.  If  fome  of  the  words  which  our  fathers 
brought  from  Britain,  and  which  were  in  vogue  a 
century  ago,  be  there  loft  or  forgotten,  it  is  no  rea- 
fon  that  they  mould  be  difufed  here,  efpecially 
when  they  convey  a  definite  fenfe. 

I  know  not  whether  as  much  can  be  faidin  vin» 
.dication  of  another  word,  which  I  have  frequently 
ufed,  and  which  perhaps  is  not  more  known  in 
England,  viz.  intervale,  I  can  cite  no  very  ancient 
authority.forit  ;  but  it  is  well  underftood  in  all 
parts  of  New-England  to  diftinguifh  the  low-land 
adjacent  to  the  frefh  rivers,  which  is  frequently 
overflowed  hy  the  frefhets  ;  and  which  is  account* 
ed  fome  of  our  mod  valuable  foil,  becaufe  it  is 
rendered  permanently  fertile,  by  the  bountiful 
hand  of  nature,  without  the  labour  of  man. 

There  is  another  deviation  from  the  ftricT:  letter 
of  the  Engliih  dictionaries  ;  which  is  found  ex- 
tremely convenient  in.  our  difcourfes  on  popula- 
tion. From  the  verb  migro  are  derived  emigrate 
and  immigrate;  with  the  fame  propriety  as  from 
fnergo  are  derived  emerge  and  immerce.  Accord- 
ingly the  verb  immigrate  and  the  nouns  immi- 
grant and  immigration  are  ufed  without  icru- 
pie  in  fome  parts  of  this  volume. 

In  the  235th  page,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
taken  by  the  cenfus  of  1790,  is  faid  to  be  1 42,01 8. 
This  number  was  given  to  me  in  May,  1791,  by 
the  late  Marihall  John  Parker,  Efq.  Afterward  it 
was  difcovered  that  a  rniftake  had  been  made  by 
one  of  his  affiftants  in  returning  the  town  of  Bur* 
ton  twice,  viz.  in  the  County  of  Strafford  and  the 
County  of  Grafton.  In  the  former  it  was  fet  down 
as  containing  133,  in  the  latter  141.  The  latter 
is  retained  ;   and  the  former  being  deducted  from 

142.018 
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142.018,  leaves  the  fum  total  141.885,  which  is 
the  number  returned  to  Congrefs  and  published by 
authority. 

Twenty  years  have  now  elapfed  fince  this  work 
was  firft  undertaken  ;  during  which  time  it  has 
ftruggled  with  many  embarraflments,  and  has, 
more  than  once,  been  thrown  by,  as  impracticable  5 
but  the  favourable  reception  it  has  met  with  from 
the  public  and  the  continual  importunity  of  its 
friends,  have  prevailed  on  me  to  complete  it ;  for 
which  purpofe  no  pains  have  been  fpared.  The! 
receipt  on  the  fale  of  the  volumes  hitherto  falls  fhorfc 
of  the  actual  expenfe  of  the  impreilion.  How  pro- 
ductive it  may  prove  in  future  is  uncertain.  As 
fome  encouragement  to  the  work,  the  Legislature 
of  New-Hampfhire  have  granted  fifty  pounds,  which 
I  have  received  and  for  which  they  again  have  rny 
thanks. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  hiftorical  refearches  I  have 
found  fome  materials  for  an  American  Biogra* 
phy  ;  and  have  entertained  thoughts  of  purfuing 
my  inquiries,  with  a  view  to  prefent  fuch  a  work  to 
the  public  ;  if  gentlemen  in  different  parts  of  the 
American  Continent  and  Iflands,  will  fairour  me 
with  fuitable  communications.  The  object  is  to 
delineate  the  characters  and  actions  of  remarkable 
perfons  deceafed,  and  the  events  connected  with 
them.  Among  thofe  perfons  will  be  ranked  State  f* 
men,  Literary  Perfons,  Warriors,  Inventors,  Navi- 
gators and  Travellers,  whether  among  the  Euro- 
pean Nations  who  have  poffeffions  in  America  and 
their  defcendants,  or  the  original  Natives.  The 
names  will  be  difpofed  alphabetically  ;  but  how 
Voluminous  or  expenlive  the  work  will  be,  or  how 
long  time  will  be  required  to  complete  it3  cannot 
at  prefent  be  afcertained. 
Mojlon,  April  23,  1792, 
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CHAP.       1. 

Situation ,  Extent \  Boundaries  and  Divijions . 

TH  E  fituation  of  New-Hampfhire,  on  the 
terraqueous  globe,  is  between  42°4i/ 
and  45  °  1 1 /  of  latitude,  north  from  the  equa- 
tor ;  and  between  70  °  40 /  and  73  °  28 (  of  lon- 
gitude, weft,  from  the  royal  obfervatory  of 
Greenwich.  Its  length  from  the  northern  to 
the  fouthern  extremity  is  one  hundred  and  fix- 
ty -eight  miles.  Its  greateft  breadth,  meafured 
from  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  to  the 
mouth  of  Weft  River,  which  falls  into  Con- 
necticut river,  oppoftte  to  the  town  of  Chefter- 
field,  is  ninety  miles.  This  line  croffes  the 
43d  degree  of  latitude.  From  this  line  north- 
erly, New-Hampfhire  decreafes  in  breadth. 
On  the  44th  degree  of  latitude,  it  is  fifty-five 
miles ;  and  on  the  45th  degree,  nineteen  miles 
Wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  State  of 
Maffachufetts ;  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a 
line,  beginning  on  the  fea  fhore,  at  a  point 
three  miles  northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  riv- 
er Merrimack ;  purfuing  a  courfe  fimilar  to 
the  curvature  of  that  river,  at  the  fame  diftance; 
and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles  north  of  Pa- 
B  tucket 
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tucket  fall,  in  the  town  of  Dracut.  From 
this  point,  the  line  extends,  on  a  fuppofed  due 
weft  courfe,  till  it  croffes  Connecticut  river, 
and  ends  on  its  weftern  bank ;  the  diftance  be- 
ing fifty-five  miles. 

This  line,  called  the  due  weft  line,  was  mea- 
fured  and  marked  in  1741,  by  Richard  Haz- 
■zem  He  was  ordered  by  Governor  Belcher 
to  allow  ten  degrees  for  the  wefterly  variation 
of  the  needle^  the  theory  of  which,  now  im- 
perfect, was  then  lefs  known.  It  is  fuppofed, 
that  the  variation  at  that  time,  and  in  that  place, 
was  not  more  than  eight  degrees.  In  1773, 
each  end  of  this  line  was  accurately  examined, 
by  celeftial  obfervations,  made  by  Thomas 
Wright,  one  of  Capt.  Holland's  company  of 
furveyors  j  when  the  weftern  extremity  wras 
found  to  decline  from  the  eaftern  two  minutes 
.and  fifty-feven  feconds  of  latitude.  This  was 
computed  to  make  a  difference  of  59,872 
acres  of  land,  which  would  have  been  gained 
by  New-Hampfhire,  if  the  line  had  been  run 
with  precifion. 

From  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  Con- 
necticut river,  up  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  6f 
latitude,  the  wreftern  bank  of  that  river  is  the 
Aveftern  boundary  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  the 
eaftern  boundary  of  Vermont. 

On  its    eaftern  fide,    New-Hampfhire    is 
bounded  by  the  Atlantic    ocean,   from    the 

aforementioned 
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aforementioned  point,  three  miles  northward 
of  the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  along  the 
fhore,  to  the  middle  of  the  main  entrance  of 
Pafcataqua  harbour;  which  diftance  is  com- 
puted to  be  about  eighteen  miles .  Thence  the 
boundary  line  runs  up  the  middle  of  the  river, 
to  its',  moll  northerly  head,  which  is  a  pond, 
fituated  partly  in  the  town  of  Wakefield  and 
partly  in  the  town  of  Shapley,  in  the  County 
of  York.  The  diftance  of  this  pond  from  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  is  about  forty  miles,  in 
a  N.  N.  W.  courfe.  From  the  head  ofthis  pond, 
according  to  the  royal  determination,  in  1740, 
the  dividing  line  was  to  run  *  north,  two  de- 
*>.  grees  weft,  till  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 

*  were  fmifhed,  from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua 
'  harbour,  or  until  it  meet  with  his  Majefty's 
'  other  governments/  The  reafon  for  men- 
tioning this  fpecific  diftance  in  the  decree,  was, 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  were  the 
extent  of  the  Province  of  Maine.  At  that 
time,  no  other  government  fubjecl:  to  the  Brit- 
ifh  Crown,  lay  in  that  direction.  In  1763, 
the  new  Province  of  Quebec  was  erected,  and 
its  fouthern  boundary  was  '  a  line  palling  a- 
1  long  the  high  lands,  which  divide  the  rivers 

*  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
1  rence,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  thefea.'  By 
the  treaty  of  peace,  between  America  and 
Britain,  in  1783,  all  the  lands  fouthward  of  that 

B  z  line, 
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line,  reckoning  it  from  the  eaftward  c  to  the 
'  .northweft  head  of  Connecticut  river,  and 
*  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river, 
4  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude* 
were  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Thefe  de- 
terminations have  been  fo  conftrued,  as  to  fa- 
favor  an  extenfion  of  the  line  between  New- 
Hampfhire  and  Maine,  to  the  high  lands 
which  bound  the  Province  of  Quebec ;  a  dift- 
ance  of  twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  northern 
limits  of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

The  line  from  the  head  of  Salmon  fall  river, 
was  begun  to  be  meafured  and  marked,  in  1 741 , 
by  Walter  Bryent,  who  alfo  was  ordered  to  al- 
lowT  ten  degrees  for  the  wefterly  variation.  In 
1767^  controver fy  arofe  between  the  two  Prov- 
inces, on  a  fuggeftion  that  Bryent  had  miftaken 
the  main  branch  of  the  river ;  but  no  alteration 
wras  made  in  confequence  of  this  fuggeftion. 
In  1768,  the  Governor  of  New-Hampfhire 
ordered  the  line  to  be  furveyed,  to  its  fartheft 
extent.  The  furveyor,  Ifaac  Rindge,  began 
where  Bryent  had  left  it ;  and  marked  the  line, 
on  the  fame  courfe  by  the  compafs,  to  a  point 
fixteen  miles  northward  of  Amarifcogin  river, 
and  not  far  from  the  lake  Umbagog.  This 
furvey  being  made  twenty-feven  years  after  the 
former,  when  the  wefterly  variation  was  lefs 
than  before,  gave  the  line  a  wefterly  inclina- 
tion.    No  farther  furvey  was  made  till  1789, 

twenty 
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twenty-one  years  after  the  fecond  ;  during 
which  period,  the  variation  was  ftill  decreafing, 
and  the  line  was  continued  on  the  fame  courfe 
by  the  compafs,  which  muft  bring  it  ftill  more 
wefterly.  For  thefe  reafons,  in  my  map,  the 
line  is  infledted,  fo  as  to  correfpond  with  the 
laft  furvey,  as  laid  down  in  a  plan  returned  by 
Jofeph  Cramm  and  Jeremiah  Eames,  and  filed 
in  the  Secretary's  office. 

The  State  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  the 
Britifh  Province  of  Quebec.  The  northeafb- 
ern  extremity  of  this  bouudaiy  line,  is  a  birch 
tree ,  marked  N.  Ei  New-  Hampjhire  ,1789.  This 
line  extends  along  the  high  lands,  feventeen 
miles  and  two  hundred  and  fcvcn  rods,  to  the 
head  of  the  northweftern  branch  of  Connecti- 
cut river  ;  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir  tree,  in^ 
fcribed  N.  H.  N.  W.  1789.  Thence  the 
boundary  defcends,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
latitude,  along  the  middle  of  the  northweftern 
branch,  which  there  unites  with  the  northeafl> 
ern,  or  main  branch  of  the  river. 

The  fuperficial  area  of  New-Hampfhire,  as 
calculated  by  George  Spro.ule,  in  1 773,  accord- 
ing to  Holland's  furvey,  in  which  he  was  em- 
ployed, was  found  to  be  9296  fquare  miles ,  or 
5,949,440  acres.  _The  addition  made  by  the 
furvey  of  the  northern  boundary,  in  1789,  is 
faid  to  be  195  fquare  miles,  or  1 24,800  acres. 
From  the  whole  it  is  fuppofed  a  dedu&ion  may 

be 
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be  made  for  water,  of  at  leaft  one  hundred 
thoufand  acres. 

Holland's  furvey  was  made  in  1773,  and 
1774,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Province.  The 
refult  of  iHs  contained  in  a  large  map,  engrav- 
en in  London,  1784,  by  the  direction  and  at 
the  expenfe  of  Paul  Wentworth,  Efq.  Thofe 
parts  which  were  actually  furveyed  by  Holland 
or  his  affiftants,  are  laid  down  with  great  accu- 
racy. The  eaftern  boundary  line  and  the  parts 
connected  with  it  were  not  furveyed,  but  taken 
from  fuch  materials  and  information  as  could 
at  that  time  be  collected.  In  the  map  annex- 
ed to  this  work,  thofe  parts  are  more  full  and 
correct,  excepting  the  lines  of  townfhips  and 
locations,  which  in  fo  fmall  a  draught  could 
not  be  introduced  without  confufion.  For  the 
fame  reafon,  the  names  of  fome  townfhips  are 
omitted,  chiefly  fuch  as  have  no  fettlements 
made  in  them. 

The  State  is  divided  into  five  Counties,  viz. 
Rockingham,  Strafford,  Hillfborough,  Chesh- 
ire, and  Grafton,  the  boundaries  of  which  are 
not  noticed  in  Holland's,  but  are  marked  011 
this  map  by  dotted  lines. 

The  ftraight  line  of  Mafon's  patent  is  alfo 
defcribed.     The  hiftory  of  it  is  as  follows  : 

It  was  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  the  preced- 
ing work,*   that   the   Mafonian    proprietors 

claimed 
*  Voi.  IT.  p.  266. 
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claimed  a  curve  line  as  their  weftern  boundary ; 
and  that  under  the  royal  government  no  perfqn 
had  controverted  that  claim.  When  the  war 
with  Great-Britain  was  terminated  by  the  peace 
of  1783,  the  grantees  of  fome  crown  lands, 
with  which  this  line  interfered,  petitioned  the 
Affembly  to  afcertain  the  limits  of  Mafon's 
patent.  The  Mafonians  at  the  fame  time  pre- 
fented  a  petition,  mewing  the  pretenfion  which 
they  had  to  a  curve  line,  and  praying  that  a 
furvey  of  it,  which  had  been  made  in  1768, 
by  Robert  Fletcher,  might  be  eftablifhed, 
About  the  fame  time,  the  heirs  of  Allen,  whofe 
claim  had  long  lain  dormant,  for  want  of  abil- 
ity to  profecute  it,  having  confulted  Council, 
and  admitted  fome  perfons  of  property  into 
partner ihip  with  them,  entered  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  unoccupied  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  patent ;  and  in  imitation  of  the 
Mafonians,  gave  general  deeds  of  quitclaim,  to 
all  bona  fide  purchafers,  previoufly  to 'the  firft 
of  May,  1785  ;  which  deeds  were  recorded  in 
each  County,  and  publifhed  in  the  news  pa- 
pers. They  alfo  petitioned  the  Affembly  to 
eftablifh  a  head  line  for  their  patent. 

After  a  folemn  hearing  of  thefe  claims,  the 
Affembly  ordered  a  furvey  to  be  made  of  fixty 
miles  from  the  fea,  on  the  fouthern  and  eaftern 
lines  of  the  State,  and  -zftraight  line  to  be  run 
from  the  end  of  one  line  of  fixty  miles,  to  the 

end 
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end  of  the  other.  They  alfo  patted  an  a£t  to 
quiet  all  bona  fide  purchafers  of  lands,  between 
the  ftraight  and  curve  lines,  fo  far,  as  that  the 
State  Ihould  not  difturb  them.  This  furvey 
was  made  in  1787,  by  Jofeph  Blanchard  and 
Charles  Clapham.  The  line  begins  on  the 
fouthern  boundary,  at  lot  No.  18,  in  the  town 
of  Rindge.  Its  courfe  is  north  39  °  eaft.  Its 
extent  is  93^-  miles.  It  ends  at  a  point  in  the 
eaftern  boundary,  which  is  feven  miles  and 
two  hundred  and  fix  rods,  northward  of  Great 
Offapy  river.  This  line  being  eftablifhed,  as 
the  head  line,  or  weftern  boundary  of  Mafon's 
patent,  the  Mafonians,  for  the  fum  of  forty 
thoufand  dollars  in  public  fecurities,  and  eight 
hundred  dollars  in  fpecie,  purchafed  of  the 
State,  all  its  right  and  title  to  the  unoccupied 
lands  between  the  ftraight  line  and  the  curve. 
The  heirs  of  Allen  were  then  confined  in  their 
claim,  to  thofe  wafte  lands  only,  which  were 
within  the  ftraight  line.  They  have  fince 
compromifed  their  difpute,  with  the  proprie- 
tors of  eleven  of  the  fifteen  Mafonian  fhares, 
by  deeds  of  mutual  quitclaim  and  releafe. 
This  was  done  in  January,  1790. 


C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.      II. 

Air>  Climate  and  Seafons. 

TH  E  air  of  New-Hampfhire  is  generally- 
pure  and  falubrious.  During  the  winter 
months ,  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  north- 
weft  j  which  is  dry,  cold  and  bracing ;  it  rare- 
ly brings  fnow,  but  when  it  does,  the  degree  of 
cold  is  increafed.  That  the  coldnefs  of  our 
northweft  wind  is  owing  to  the  great  lakes,  is 
a  vulgar  error,  often  retailed  by  geographical 
writers,  and  adopted  by  unthinking  people, 
All  the  great  lakes  lie  weft  ward  of  the  N.  W. 
point,  and  fome  of  them  fouthward  of  W. 
It  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  immenfe 
wildernefs,  but  efpecially  the  mountains,  when 
covered  with  fnow,  give  a  keennefs  to  the  air, 
as  a  cake  of  ice  to  a  quantity  of  liquor  in  which 
it  floats ;  and  that  this  air,  put  in  motion,  con* 
veys  its  cold  as  far  as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  wTith  a  northeaft 
wind,  and  ftorms  from  that  quarter  are  moil 
violent,  and  of  longeft  duration ;  after  which, 
the  wind  commonly  changes  to  the  N.  W,  and 
blows  brifkly  for  a  day  or  twro,  driving  the 
fnow  into  heaps.  This  effect  is  produced  on- 
ly in  the  open  grounds ;   in  the   foreft  the 

fnow 
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fnow  lies  level,  from  two  to  four  feet  in  depth, 
throughout  the  winter.  On  the  mountains, 
the  fnow  falls  earlier,  and  remains  later  than 
in  the  low  grounds.  On  thofe  elevated  fum- 
mits,  the  winds  alfo  have  greater  force,  driv- 
ing the  fnow  into  the  long  and  deep  gullies  of 
the  mountains,  where  it  is  fo  confolidated,  as 
not  to  be  eafily  dilTolved,  by,  the  vernal  fun. 
Spots  of  fnow  are  feen  on  the  fouth  fides  of 
the  mountains  as  late  as  May,  and  on  the  high- 
eft  till  July. 

Light  frofts  begin  in  September ;  in  O&o- 
ber  they  are  more  frequent,  and  by  the  end  of 
that  month,  ice  is  made  in  fmall  cohesions  of 
water ;  but  the  weather  is  moftly  ferene.  No- 
vember is  a  variable  month,  alternately  wet 
and  dry ;  the  furface  of  the  ground  is  frequent- 
ly frozen  and  thawed.  The  fame  weather 
continues  through  a  part  of  December,  but 
commonly,  in  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
rivers  and  the  earth  are  thoroughly  frozen,  and 
xvell  prepared  to  receive  and  retain  the  fnow. 
January  often  produces  a  thaw,  which  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  fevere  froft.  In  February  we  have 
the  deepeft  fnows,  and  the  coldeft  weather; 
but  the  loweft  depreffion  of  the  thermometer  is 
generally  followed  by  wet  and  mild  weather. 
March  is  bluftering  and  cold,  with  frequent 
flights  of  fnow;  but  the  fun  is  then  fo  high 
as  to  melt  the  fnow  at  noon.     In  April  the. 

open 
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open  country  is  generally  cleared  of  fnow ;  but 
it  commonly  lies  in  the  woods  till  May.  This 
is  the  ufual  routine  of  the  wintry  feafon  ;  but 
there  are  fometimes  variations.  In  1771?  the 
fnow  did  not  fall  till  the  end  of  January.  In 
1786,  it  was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of 
December.  When  the  fnow  comes  early,  it 
preferves  the  ground  from  being  deeply  fro- 
zen, otherwife  the  froft  penetrates  to  the  depth 
of  three  feet  or  more. 

From  the  middle  of  September,  the  morn- 
ings and  evenings  begin  to  be  fo  chill,  that  a 
fmall  fire  becomes  a  delireable  companion.  In 
October,  the  weather  requires  one  to  be  kept 
more  fteadily;  from  the  time  that  the  au- 
tumnal rains  come  on  in  November,  it  is  in- 
variably neceffary,  to  the  end  of  March;  in 
April  it  is  intermitted  at  noon ;  a  ftorm  is  al- 
ways expected  in  May,  and,  till  that  is  paft, 
the  chimney  is  not  doled.  We  therefore  rec- 
kon eight  months  of  cold  weather  in  the  year. 

Cattle  are  honied  from  the  beginning  of 
November.  In  the  fevereft  weather,  nature 
teaches  the  fowls  to  rooft  on  the  backs  of  cat- 
tle, in  the  barns,  to  preferve  their  feet  from 
being  frozen.  By  the  beginning  of  May, 
the  grafs  is  fufficiently  grown  for  cattle  to  live 
abroad;  good  hulbandmen  do  not  permit 
them  to  feed  till  the  twenty-firft  of  May ;  but 
fcarcity  of  fodder  obliges  the  poorer  fort  to 
depart  from  this  rule.  A  dry 
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A  dry  winter  is  extremely  cold.  The 
winter  of  1779,80,  was  remarkably  dry,  with- 
out rain  or  thaw;  the  fnow  was  conftantly 
drifted  by  the  wind,  the  fprings  of  water 
were  very  low,  and  the  weather  as  fevere  and 
tedious  as  ever  was  experienced.  It  was  cal- 
led the  Canada  winter,  from  its  fimilarity  to 
the  ufual  dry  cold  of  that  climate. 

A  freezing  rain  is  no  uncommon  fpedtacle. 
The  trees  are  fometimes  fo  incrufled  with  ice 
that  the  fmaller  branches  break  with  its 
weight.  The  fun,  Ihining  on  thefe  incrufta- 
tions,  affords  a  brilliant  entertainment  to  a  cu- 
rious fpe&ator ;  but  it  is  of  ihort  duration. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  February,  178a,  an 
unufual  kind  of  hoar  froft  was  obferved.  The 
wind  had  been  northerly  on  the  preceding  day, 
with  fome  appearance  of  fnow.  The  morning 
was  calm  and  foggy.  The  trees  and  bulhes 
were  white  with  froft,  which  appeared  on  the 
north  fides,  only,  of  the  twigs  and  fmaller 
branches ;  but  on  the  larger  limbs  and  trunks, 
there  was  none :  Nor  was  any  feen  on  the 
houfes  or  fences ,  excepting  on  the  fharp  edges 
of  boards  ;  but  every  point  of  a  ftick  or  nail, 
and  every  rope  and  firing,  which  was  expofed 
to  the  north,  was  covered.  The  fpiculee  were 
of  all  lengths,  from  an  inch  downward,  and  a- 
bout  the  thicknefs  of  a  knitting  pin.  They 
increafed  in  number  and  fize,  fo^  about  two 

hours 
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hours  after  the  rifing  of  the  fun  ;  and  in  about 
an  hour  after  this,  began  to  fall,  like  fnow,  on 
the  ground ;  they  did  not  all  difappear  till  two 
hours  after  noon. 

Light  frofts  have  been  known  in  every 
month  of  the  year,  excepting  July.  In  June, 
1764,  a  fudden  froft  nipped  the  Indian  corn, 
then  newly  fp routed;  but  it  recovered,  and 
fprouted  again.  A  froft  in  Auguft  is  general- 
ly destructive  to  this  vegetable  ;  the  corn  being 
then  in  the  milk.  After  it  has  grown  beyond 
this  ftage,  the  froft  ferves  to  open  the  hulk 
and  dry  the  ears,  to  prepare  it  for  harveft. 

A  foutheaft  ftorm  is  often  as  violent,  but 
commonly  fhorter,  than  one  from  the  north- 
eaft ;  if  it  begin  with  fnow  it  foon  changes  to 
rain.  A  brifk  wind  from  the  weft  or  fouth 
weft,  with  a  flight  of  fnow  or  rain,  fometimes 
happens,  but  its  duration  is  very  ihort.  Squalls 
of  this  kind  are  common  in  March. 

In  the  fpring  months  there  is  generally  a 
land  breeze  in  the  morning ;  a  fea  breeze  be- 
gins an  hour  or  two  before  noon,  and  contin- 
ues till  about  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  The 
heat  of  fummer  is  alfo  frequently  allayed  by 
breezes  from  the  fea,  but  they  do  not  reach 
more  than  twenty  or  thirty  miles  into  the 
country,  and  the  lighter  ones  not  fo  far.  The 
northeaft  ftorms  penetrate  fixty  or  feventy 
miles,  but  their  violence  is  abated  at  that  dift- 
ance  from  the  fea.  In 
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In  July  the  weather  is  clear  and  hot.  In 
Auguft  the  heat  is  greateft,  and  is  accompanied 
with  a  difagreeable  dampnefs.  Thunder  is 
frequent  in  the  fummer  months ;  it  is  fome- 
times  heard  in  fpring  and  autumn,  but  rarely 
in  the  winter5  though  in  fnow  ftorms  the  air  is 
often  highly  electrified,  and  flailies  are  fome- 
times  feen .  Thunder  fhowers  in  the  fummer 
commonly  rife  in  the  weftern  quarter,  and  pafs 
over  to  the  eaft  j  if  they  rife  in  the  north  or 
northeaft,  they  produce  hail,  which  fometimes 
proves  deftructive  to  the  fields  j  but  this  mif- 
chief  is  never  very  extenfive.  The  hail  has 
been  known  to  lie  in  hollow  places,  where  it 
has  rolled  into  heaps,  till  the  fucceeding  day  ; 
but  for  the  moft  part,  it  melts  foon  after  falling. 

It  has  often  been  obferved  that  thunder 
clouds,  when  near  the  earth,  feem  to  be  at- 
tracted by  large  collections  of  water.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  lakes  and  ponds,  the 
thunder  is  reverberated  from  the  furround- 
ing  mountains,  in  a  grand  and  folemn  eccho  of 
long  continuance.  One  of  the  moft  violent 
thunder  ftorms  which  was  ever  known  in  the 
maritime  parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  was  on 
the  fourth  of  May,  1779,  at  noon.  A  cloud 
rofe  in  the  N.  W.  and  another  in  the  S.  W.  at 
the  fame  time  ;  they  eroded  each  other,  and 
the  former  paffed  very  near  the  earth  ;  a  very 
black  darknefs  came  on,  the  lightning  was  an 

inceffant 
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inceffant  glare,  and  the  thunder  a  continual 
peal  for  about  an  hour.  Many  trees,  feveral 
barns,  mills  and  dwelling  houfes  were  ftruck  ; 
cattle  and  fheep  were  killed  in  the  paftures  in 
feveral  towns ;  and  a  valuable  new  houfe,  built 
for  religious  worfhip,  at  Soinerfworth,  was 
fet  on  fire  and  confumed.  Its  fteeple  had  a 
metallic  vane  and  fpindle,  but  no  conductor  to 
the  earth.  The  bell  was  melted,  and  fell 
while  in  a  ftate  of  fufion,  and  no  piece  of  it 
larger  than  a  mufket  ball  could  be  found. 
The  effects  of  this  ftorm  were  to  be  traced 
from  Kingfton,  in  a  northeafterly  direction, 
to  the  river  Kennebeck. 

A  fouthweft  breeze  in  fummer  is  accompa- 
nied with  a  ferene  fky,  and  this  is  the  warmeft 
of  our  winds.  Probably  the  tradition  of  the 
natives,  that  heaven  is  fituated  in  the  S.  W. 
arofe  from  this  circumftance.  The  N.  W. 
w7ind  does  not  blow  in  fummer,  but  after  a 
thunder  fhowTer,  when  its  elafticity  and  coolnefs 
are  as  refrefhing  as  the  preceding  heat  is  te- 
dious. 

Sometimes  the  extreme  heat  of  feveral  days, 
produces,  in  the  maritime  parts,  a  fea  turn, 
and  in  the  inland  parts,  a  whirlwind.  A  re- 
markable inflance  of  both  happened  in  June, 
1782.  The  heat  had  been  extreme  for  five 
days.  On  the  22d,  after  the  fetting  of  the 
fun,  the  wind  fuddenly  fhifted  from  S.  W.  to 

N.E* 
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N.  E.  This  change  fenfibly  affected  the  hu- 
man body,  and  rendered  an  additional  garment 
neceffary.  A  very  large  quantity  of  Siberian 
wheat  was  at  that  time  in  a  ftate  of  luxuriant 
vegetation.  As  far  as  the  fea  wind  extended, 
which  was  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles,  the 
wheat  was  chilled  and  blafted ;  beyond  that 
diftance  it  was  not  injured.  The  next  day  a 
whirlwind  began  near  the  river  Connecticut, 
the  weftern  boundary  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
directed  its  courfe  toward  the  eaft,  in  a  vein  of 
near  half  a  mile  wide.  In  its  progrefs  its  fury 
abated  ;  but  the  blaft  extended  to  the  fea,  and 
was  accompanied  with  thunder  and  rain. 

Inftances  of  fudden  changes  in  the  weather, 
are  noted  in  the  earlier!  accounts  of  the  coun- 
try. In  1658,  when  the  apple  trees  were  in 
bloffom,  there  came  on  fuch  a  fudden  and  fe- 
vere  degree  of  cold,  that  in  a  fifhing  boat  be- 
longing to  Hampton,  one  man  died  before  they 
could  reach  the  fhore,  another  was  fo  chilled 
that  he  died  in  a  few  days,  and  a  third  loft  his 
feet.*  This  inftance  is  very  lingular.  The 
common  feafon  for  the  apple  trees  to  bloffom, 
is  about  the  third  week  in  May  ;  but  they  are 
earlier  or  later  according  to  the  degree  of  heat. 
On  the  eleventh  of  May,  1 769,  when  the  trees 
were  in  bloom,  an  unufual  flight  of  fnow 
covered  them  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued 
till  the  next  morning. 

In 

*  MS.  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gookin  to  Rev.  Mr.  Prince. 


NEW- HAMPSHIRE.       25 

In  a  very  warm  autumn  the  earlieft  apple 
trees  have  produced  bloffoms  ;  and  rofes  have 
blown  in  the  month  of  October,  but  thefe  ap- 
pearances are  very  rare. 

Sudden  changes  from  cold  to  heat  are  lefs 
frequent  than  the  contrary.  The  moft  re- 
markable inftance  of  this  kind,  happened  in  the 
winter  of  1 759,60.  It  was  on  the  Lord's  day, 
in  the  time  of  morning  fervice.  There  had 
been  a  freezing  rain  in  the  preceding  night ; 
and  the  trees,  houfes,  and  earth  were  covered 
with  ice.  On  a  fudden,  the  wind  changed  to 
the  fouth  ;  the  ice  fell  from  the  trees,  with  a 
crackling  noife,  and  a  vapour  rofe  from  the- 
houfes  as  if  they  had  been  on  fire.  On  com- 
ing into  the  open  air,  the  change  of  the  weath- 
er from  fevere  cold,  to  fummer  heat,  was 
aftonifhing.  The  greateft  degree  of  heat 
which  has  been  obferved  by  Farenheit's  ther- 
mometer is  ?j>  and  of  cold  &  Thefe  obfer- 
o  y 

vations    were  made  at  Portfmouth. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  anomalous  inftances 
of  inequality  and  fudden  tranfition,  the  fky  is. 
commonly  fettled  and  ferene  for  many  days 
together,  and  the  changes  of  weather  are  grad- 
ual. In  the  winter,  a  dry  feafon,  if  there  be 
fnow  on  the  ground,  is  favourable  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  tranfportation  in  fleighs  and  fledges. 
In  fummer,  if  there  be  no  extenfive  rain,  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  the  want  of  it  is  feverely 
C  felt. 
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felt.  The  years  1 761  and  1 762  were  remark- 
able for  early  drought,  which  caufed  a  fcarcity 
of  corn  and  hay  ;  the  rain  which  fell  in  Au- 
o-uft,  brought  forward  the  latter  feed  in  the 
paftures  and  fields.  The  year  1782  was  re- 
markable for  a  late  drought;  the  latter  feed 
and  the  autumnal  vegetables,  were  deftroyed. 
In  October,  the  grafs  was  fo  dry  as  to  crackle 
under  the  feet.  The  long  continuance  of 
drought  is  obferved  to  produce  a  coolnefs  in 
the  air.  Thefe  droughts  do  not  affect  the 
mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  fo  much  as 
the  plains  ;  which  are  alio  more  injured  by 
early  frofts  than  the  higher  lands. 

In  the  foring,  the  trees  which  have  been 
felled  the  preceding  year,  are  burned  in  the 
new  plantations.  If  the  feafon  be  dry,  the 
flames  fpread  in  the  woods,  and  a  large  extent 
of  the  foreft  is  fometimes  on  fire  at  once. 
Fences  and  buildings  are  often  deftroyed  by 
thefe  raging  conflagrations.  The  only  effec- 
tual way  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  fuch  a 
fire,  is  to  kindle  another  at  a  diftance,  and  to 
drive  the  flame  along  through  the  bufhes,  or 
drv  grafs,  to  meet  the  greater  fire,  that  all  the 
fuel  may  be  confumed.  This  operation  re- 
quires a  large  number  of  people,  and  no  fmall 
degree  of  dexterity  and  refolution.  In  fwamps, 
a  fire  has  been  known  to  penetrate  feveral  feet 
under  the  ground,  and  confume  the  roots  of 

trees. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.        27 

trees.     When  afire  has  raged  to  this  degree, 
nothing  can  extinguish  it  but  a  heavy  rain. 

From  thefe  numerous  fires  arife  immenfe 
clouds  of  fmoke,  mingled  with  the  burnt  leaves 
of  the  trees,  which  are  Carried  to  great  distan- 
ces by  the  wind.  Thefe  clouds  meeting  with 
other  vapours  in  the  atmofphere,  fometimes 
produce  very  Angular  appearances.  The  un- 
ufual  darknefs  of  the  nineteenth  of  May,  1 780, 
was  caufed  by  fuch  a  combination  of  vapours. 

Fires  had  fpread  very  extenfively  in  the 
woods  i  and  the  wefterly  wind  had  driven  the 
fmoke  over  all  the  country.  It  was  fo  thick 
near  the  horizon,  for  feveral  preceding  days, 
that  the  fun  difappeared  half  an  hour  before  its 
fetting ;  and  in  the  low  grounds,  it  was  almoft 
fuffocating. -  The  morning  of  the.  nineteenth 
was  cloudv,  wTith  fome  rain  ;  and  a  black  cloud 
appeared  in  the  fouthweft,  from  which  thun- 
der was  heard.  The  rain  water,  and  the  fur- 
face  of  rivers ,  was  covered  with  a  footy  fcum. 
The  remains  of  a  fnow  drift,  which  had  been 
raked  clean  the  preceding  day,  became  black. 
Several  fmall  birds  flew  into  the  houfes,  and 
Others  were  found  dead  abroad,  being  fufFocat- 
ed.  About  an  hour  before  noon  the  clouds 
affumed  a  braffy  appearance  ;  after  which  their 
colour  became  a  dufky  grey  ;  at  one  hour  after 
noon  it  was  necefTary  to  light  candles, 

C  %     1  At 
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At  the  time  of  the  greateft  obfcuration,  the 
fmoke  of  a  chimney  was  obferved  to  rife  per- 
pendicularly, and  then  incline  to  the  weft.  A 
thick  fog,  which  came  in  from  the  fea,  moved 
along  the  hill  tops  in  the  fame  direction.  The 
place  where  thefe  obfervations  were  made, 
was  at  Dover,  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  the 
fea.  Alight  gleam  was  feen  in  the  north. 
The  extent  of  this  darknefs,  wTas  more  than 
two  hundred  miles,  from  north  to  fouth.  To 
the  weft  ward,  it  reached  beyond  Albany,  and  it 
was  obferved,  by  a  velfel  at  fea,  fifteen  leagues 
eaftward  of  Cape- Anne. 

The  darknefs  varied  its  appearance,  in  fome 
places,  through  the  afternoon  ;  but  in  the  mari- 
time parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  there  was  no 
ceffation  or  interruption  of  it ;  and  the  evening 
prefented  a  complete  fpecimen  of  as  total  dark- 
nefs as  can  be  conceived.  Before  midnight, 
the  vapors  difperfed,  and  the  next  morning 
there  was  no  appearance  of  them  ;  but  for  fev- 
eral  days  after,  clouds  of  fmoke  were  fccn  in 
motion,  and  the  burnt  leaves  of  trees  were 
wafted  abroad  by  the  wind. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  frefh  rivers  and 
ponds f  a  -whitifli  fog  in  the  morning,  lying- 
over  the  water,  is  a  furc  indication  of  fair 
weather  for  that  day  ;  and  when  no  fog  is  feen, 
rain  is  expected  before  night.  In  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  the  country,  the  afcent  of  va- 
pors, 
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pors,  and  their  formation  into  clouds,  is  a  cu- 
rious and  entertaining  object.  The  vapors  are 
feen  riling  in  {mall-columns,  like  {hioke  from 
many  chimneys.  When  rifen  to  a  certain 
height,  they  fpread,  meet,  condenfe,  and  are 
attracted  by  the  mountains,  where  they  either 
diftil  in  gentle  dews,  and  replenifh.  the  fprings, 
or  •  de-fcend  in  fhowers,  accompanied  with 
thunder.  After  fliort  intermiffions ,  the  procefs 
is  repeated  many  times,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fum- 
mer  day,  affording  to  travellers  a  lively  illus- 
tration of  what  is  obferved  in  the  book  of  job, 
1  they  are  wet  with  the  fhowers  of  the  moun- 
tains/* 

The   aurora   borealis  was    firft  noticed  iir 
New-Hampfhire,  in  the  year  1719.^     The 

elder 

*  Job  xxiv.  8. 

•f  The  following  account  of  this  appearance  is  taken  from 
the  Bofton  News  Letter,  of  March  14,  17^0. 

*  The  late  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  heavens,  of  De- 

*  cember  1 1 ,  is  the  firft  of  the  kind  that  is  known  to  have  been 
'  feen  in  New-England,  and  was  at  the  fame  time  obferved 
'  throughout  the  country.     Some  fay  it  was  feen  at  three  fev- 

*  eral  times,  viz.  at  eight,  twelve,  and  again  toward  morning. 

*  The  account  of  fome,  is,  of  a  cloud  lying  lengthway,  toward 
1  the  northweft  and  northeaft  ;  from  the  ends  of  which  arcfe 
'  two  clouds,  afcending   toward  the  middle  of  the  heavens,  of 

*  a  deep  red  colour,  and  almoft  meeting  each  other,  then  de- 

*  fcending  toward  the  place  whence  they  arofe.     The  air  was 

*  light  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a  little  after  fun  fet,  or  before  fun- 
'  rife  ;  and  fome  faw  lights,  fomething  like  fhooting  ftars, 
'  ftreaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  feen  in  our 
'  towns  all  along  ;  and  the  great  variety  of  accounts,  may  in 

*  part  proceed  from  this,  that  fome  faw  only  one,  others  an- 
'  other  of  its  appearances,* 
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elder  people  fay  it  is  much  more  frequent  now 
than  formerly.  It  fometimes  appears  in  the 
form  of  a  luminous  arch,  extending  from  eaft 
to  weft ;  but  more  commonly  rifes  from  a  dark 
convexity  in  the  north,  and  flafhes  upward,  to- 
ward the  zenith.  In  a  calm  night,  and  in  the 
intervals  between  gentle  flaws  of  wind,  an  at- 
tentive ear,  in  a  retired  fituation,  may  perceive 
it  to  be  accompanied  with  a  found.*  This  lu- 
minous appearance  has  been  obferved  in  all 
feafons  of  the  year,  in  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold,  and  in  all  the  intermediate  degrees.  The 
colour  of  the  ftreams  is  fometimes  variegated, 
white,  blue,  yellow  and  red,  the  luftre  of  which, 
reflected  from  the  fnow,  is  an  appearance  high- 
ly picturefque  and  entertaining. 

*  If  any  perfon  would  have  a  precife  idea  of  the  found, 
caufed  by  the  flaming  of  the  aurora  borealis,  let  him  hold  a 
filk  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  in  one  hand,  and  with  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  the  other  hand,  make  a  quick  ftroke  along 

its  edge. 
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CHAP.      III. 

Face  of  the  Country,    Sea  coaft.    Mountains. 

TH  E  whole  extent  of  the  fea  coaft,  from 
the  fouthern  boundary,  to  the  mouth  of 
Pafcataqua  harbour,  is  about  eighteen  miles. 
The  fhore  is  moftly  a  fandy  beach,  within 
which  are  fait  marfhes,  interjected  by  creeks. 
There  are  feveral  coves  for  fiihing  veiTels; 
but  the  only  harbour  for  fhips,  is  the  entrance 
of  Pafcataqua,  where  the  fhore  is  rocky.  Some 
ledges  and  points  of  rocks,  are  fituate  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  harbour,  off  Rye  :  but  there 
is  no  remarkable  head  land  on  the  ccaft.  Two 
bluffs  only  appear,  elevated  above  the  level  of 
the  beach,  which  are  called  the  great  and  little 
Boar's  heads  ;  thefe  are  in  the  town  of  Hamp- 
ton. 

The  remarkable  mountain,  Agamenticus, 
lies  about  four  leagues  north  of  the  entrance  of 
Pafcataqua,  and  there  are  three  inferior  fum- 
mits,  known  by  the  name  of  Froft's  hills,  at 
alefs  diftance,  on  the  N.  W.  Thefe  are  iitu- 
ate within  the  County  of  York,  formerly  call- 
ed the  Province  of  Maine ;  but  from  the  fea, 
no  remarkable  high  lands  appear,  which  are 

within 
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within  the  limits  of  New-Hampfhire,  nearer 
than  twenty  or  thirty  miles.  The  firft  ridge 
is  continued  through  the  towns  of  Rochefter, 
Barrington  and  Nottingham,  and  the  feveral 
fummits  are  diftinguifhed  by  different  names, 
as  Teneriffe,*- Saddleback,  Tuckaway  &c.  but 
the  general  name  is  the  Blue  hills.  Beyond 
thefe,  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  ma- 
jor, Moofe  mountain,  &c.  thefe  are  not  in  a 
continued  range,  but  detached ;  between  them 
are  many  fmaller  elevations,  fome  of  which  are, 
and  others  are  not  diftinctly  named.  Farther 
back  the  mountains  rife  higher,  and  among 
the  third  range,  Chocorua,  Offapy  and  Kyar-' 
farge,  claim  the  preeminence.  Beyond  thefe, 
is  the  lofty  ridge,  which  is  commonly  called 
the  height  of  land,  becaufe  it  feperates  the 
branches  of  the  river  Connecticut,  from  thofe 
of  Merrimack.  In  this  ridge  is  the  Grand 
Monadnock,  twenty-two  miles  eaft  of  the  riv- 
er Connecticut,  and  ten  miles  north  of  the 
fouthern  boundary  line.  Thirty  miles  north 
of  this,  lies  Sunnapee  mountain,  and  forty- 
eight  miles  farther,  in  the  fame  direction,  is 
Moolhelock.  The  ridge  then  is  continued, 
northeafterly,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  river 
Connecticut  from  thofe  of  Saco  and  Amarif- 
coggin.  Here  the  mountains  rife  much  high- 
er, and  the  moft  elevated  fummits  in  this 
range,  are  the  White* mountains. 

Mountains 
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-  Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  their  exterior  furface, 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  diftance  of  the 
obferver.  They  are  all  covered  with  wood, 
the  fmaller  ones  wholly,  the  larger  have  bald 
fummits,  which  appear  white,  as  long  as  the 
fnow  remains;  but  at  other  times,  vary  their 
colour  according  to  the  diftance  of  the  obferv- 
er. If  he  is  very  nigh,  they  appear  of  the  grey 
colourof  the  rock,  and  the  farther  Tie  recedes, 
their  appearance  is  a  paler  blue,  till  it  becomes 
nearly  of  the  colour  of  the  Iky.  The  woody 
parts  of  mountains,  when  viewed  at  a  fmall 
diftance,  are  green,  at  a  greater  diftance,  blue. 
From  fome  favorable  fituations,  all  thefe  vari- 
eties may  be  feen  at  once;  mountains  of  differ- 
ent fhades,  textures  and  elevations,  are  pre- 
fented  to  the  eye  of  the  curious  obferver. 

The  wood  on  thefe  mountains,  is  of  vari- 
ous kinds  ;  but  they  have  all  more  or  lefs  of 
the  evergreens,  as  pine,  fpruce,  hemlock  and 
fir,  intermixed  with  fhrubs  and  vines.  It  is 
univerfally  obferved  that  trees  of  every  kind 
diminifh  in  their  fize  toward  the  fummit  ; 
many  of  them,  though  fhort,  appear  to  be  very 
aged.  On  fome  mountains  we  find  a  fhrub- 
bery  of  hemlock  and  fpruce,  whole  branches 
are  knit  together  fo  as  to  be  impenetrable. 
The  fnow  lodges  on  their  tops,  and  a  cavity  is 
formed  underneath.  Thefe  are  called  by  the 
Indians,  Hakmantaks.  On 
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On  the  tops  of  feveral  of  the  higheft  moun- 
tains, are  fmall  cohesions  of  water,  and  on 
others,  marfhy  fpots,  which  are  frequented  by- 
aquatic  birds.  The  roads  over  thofe  moun- 
tains which  are  paiTable,  are  frequently  wet 
and  miiy,  while  the  valleys  below  are  dry. 
About  two  or  three  feet  under  the  furface  of 
the  mountain,  is  a  firm  earth,  called  the  pan, 
which  is  impenetrable  by  water  ;  the  rains  and 
dews  are  therefore  retained  in  the  fofter  foil, 
or  formed  into  fprings  and  brooks .  This  foil 
is  made  by  the  rotting  of  fallen  leaves  and 
wood,  the  growth  of  paft  ages  ; 

We  frequently  obferve  large  rocks  detached 
from  the  mountains,  fome  of  them  fo  diftant 
from  the  bafe,  that  they  could  not  have  rolled 
thither  but  in  fome  convulfion  of  the  earth. 
Smaller  maffes  are  frequently  dillodged  by  the 
thawing  of  the  ground  in  the  fpring,  after  it 
has  been  heaved  up  by  the  froft.  In  the  year 
1 746,  a  party  who  were  ranging  the  woods,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  White  mountains, 
en  a  warm  day,  in  the  month  of  March,  were 
alarmed  wTith  a  repeated  noife,  which  they  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  firing  of  guns.  On  further 
fearch,  they  found  it  to  be  caufed  by  rocks, 
falling  from  the  fouth  fide  of  a  fteep  moun- 
tain.* 

Mountainous  countries  are  obferved  to  be 
moft  fubjedt  to  earthquakes ;  and  the  nearer 

any 

*  Letter  of  Walter  Bryent,  Efq.  who  was  one  of  the  party. 
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any  lands  are  to  mountains,  it  may  be  expect- 
ed that  thefe  commotions  will  be  more  fre- 
quent. New-England  has  never  been  vifited 
with  deltru&ive  earthquakes  ;  but  more  fhocks 
have  been  obferved  in  its  northern  than  in  its 
fouthern  parts.  After  the  great  mocks  in 
1 727  and  1755,  which  were  perceived  through 
a  great  part  of  the  continent,  fmaller  mocks 
were  more  frequent  in  New-Hampfhire  than 
at  Bofton.  From  1755  to  1774,  fcarcely  a 
year  palled  without  fome  repetition  ;  from 
that  time  to  1783,  none  were  obferved  j  and 
there  have  been  but  two  or  three  fince. 

Several  phenomena  refpecling  the  larger 
mountains,  afford  matter  of  amufement ;  and 
fome  are  of  real  ufe.  People  who  live  near 
them,  humouroufly  ftyle  the  mountains  their 
almanack,  becaufe,by  the  afcent  and  attraction 
of  vapors,  they  can  form  a  judgment  of  the 
weather.  If  a  cloud  is  attracted  by  a  moun- 
tain, and  hovers  on  its  top,  they  predict  rain; 
and  if  after  rain,  the  mountain  continues  cap- 
ped, they  expecl  a  repetition  of  mowers.  A 
ftorm  is  preceded  for  feveral  hours,  by  a  roaring 
of  the  mountain,  which  may  be  heard  ten  or 
twelve  miles.  This  is  frequently  obferved  by 
people  v/ho  live  near  the  grand  Monadnock. 
It  is  alfo  laid,  that  when  there  is  a  perfect  calm 
on  the  fouth  fide,  there  is  fometimes  a  furiou$ 

wind 
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wind  on  the  north,  which  drives  the  fnow, 
fb  that  it  is  feen  whirling  far  above  the  trees. *f- 
The  town  of  Moultonborough  lies  under 
the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  great  Offapy  mountain; 
and  it  is  there  obferved,  that  in  a  N.  E.  ftorm, 

*  the  wind  falls  over  the  mountain,  like  water 

*  over  a  dam ;   and  with  fuch  a  force  as  fre- 

*  quently  to  unroof  the  houfes.'J 

The  altitude  of  this  mountain,  has  not  been 
afcertained ;  but  that  of  the  grand  Monadnoek 
was  meafured  in  1780,  by  James  Winthrop, 
Efq.  by  means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table 
of  correfponding  heights,  in  Martin's  Philofo- 
fhia  Britanica.%  At  the  bafe,  on  the  north 
fide,  the  barometer  being  at  28,4,  gave  an  ele- 
vation of  1 395  feet.  At  the  upper  edge  of 
the  wood, it  was  at  27,0,  which  denoted  2682 
feet ;  and  at  the  higheft  point  of  the  rock,  26,4, 
which  announced  an  elevation  of  3254  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  bafe  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles 
in  diameter,  from  north  to  fouth  j  and  about 
three,  from  eaft  to  wTeft.  Its  fummit  is  a  bald 
rock ;  on  fome  parts  of  it  are  large  piles  of 
broken  rocks  ;  and  on  the  fides  are  fome  ap- 
pearances of  the  explofion  of  fiibterraneous 
fires. 

A  fimilar  phenomenon  has  been  obferved 
on  a  mountain,  in  the  townfhip  of  Chefter- 

field, 

f  Ainfworth's  MS.  letter.  %  Shaw 's  MS  .letter.  §  Vol,  II,  p.  1 3  2, 
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field,  adjoining  Connecticut  river,  called  Weft 
river  mountain.  About  the  year  1730,  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  Dummer,  diftant  four  miles, 
was  alarmed  with  frequent  explofions,  and 
with  columns  of  fire  and  fmoke,  emitted  from 
the  mountain.  The  like  appearances  have  been 
obferved  at  various  times  iince ;  particularly, 
one  in  1752,  was  the  moil:  violent  of  any. 
There  are  two  places,  where  the  rocks  bear 
marks  of  having  been  heated  and  calcined.  A 
company  of  perfons  having  conceived  a  notion 
of  precious  metals  being  contained  in  this 
mountain,  have  penetrated  if  in  various  direc- 
tions ;  and  have  found  further  evidences  of  in- 
ternal fires ;  particularly  a  large  quantity  of 
fcoricz9  in  fome  parts  loofe,  in  others  adhering 
to  the  rocks.  The  only  valuable  effect  of 
their  induftry,  is  the  difcovery  of  a  fine,  foft, 
yellow  earth,  which  when  burned,  is  changed 
into  a  brown  pigment ;  and  another  of  the 
colour  of  the  peach  blofTom.  There  is  alfo 
obferved  on  the  earth,  which  has  been  thrown 
out,  a  white  incruftation,  which  has  the  tafte 
of  nitre.  The  top  of  the  mountain  is  an  area, 
of  about  twenty  rods  fquare,  which  is  hollow ; 
and  in  a  wet  feafon,  is  filled  with  water,  as  is 
common  on  the  tops  of  mountains';  but  there 
is  no  appearance  of  fuch  a  crater  as  is  peculiar 
to  volcanos.  Under  the  mountain,  are  many 
fragments  of  rock,  which  have  fallen  from  it; 

but 
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but  whether  by  explofions,  or  any  other  con- 
vidfions,  or  by  force  of  the  froft,  cannot  be 
afcertained.  An  account  of  thefe  appearances 
was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  arts  and  fciences, 
by  the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq.  of  Hinfdale.*f* 
Since  which,  it  is  faid,  that  the  noife  has  beeiv 
again  heard ;  but  in  a  late  vifit  to  the  moun- 
tain, by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Gay,  no  fign  of  any 
recent  explofi on,  could  be  difcovered  ;  nor  can 
any  thing  be  added  to  what  Mr.  Jones  has 
written  on  the  fubjeci, %  ' 

t  Memoirs,  Vol.  I,  p.  312.    %  Gay's  MS.  letter,  0£l.  29, 1790. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Particular  Defcription  of  the  White  Mountains, 

FROM  theearlieftfettlernent  of  the  country, 
the  White  mountains  have  attracted  the 
attention  of  all  forts  of  perfons.  They  are  un- 
doubtedly the  higheft  land  in  New-England, 
and  in  clear  weather,  are  difcovered  before  any 
other  land,  by  veffels  coming- in  to  the  eaftern 
coafl  j  but  by  reafon  of  their  white  appear- 
ance, are  frequently  miftaken  for  clouds.  They 
are  vifible  on  the  land  at. the  diftance  of  eighty 
miles,  on  the  fouth  and  foutheaft  fides  ;  they 
appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the  north- 
eaft,  and  it  is  faid,  they  are  feen  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Chamble  and  Quebec.  The  In- 
dians gave  them  the  name  of  Agiocochook  : 
They  had  a  very  ancient  tradition  that  their 
country  was  once  drowned,  with  all  its  inhab- 
itants ,  except  one  Powaw  and  his  wife,  who, 
forefeeing  the  flood,  fled  to  thefe  mountains, 
where  they  were  preferved,  and  that  from  them 
the  country  was  re-peopled.  J  They  had  a  iu- 
perftitious  veneration  for  the  fummit,  as  the 
habitation  of  in  vifible  beings ;  they  never  ven- 
tured to  afcend  it,  and  always  endeavoured  to 
diffuade  every  one  from  the  attempt.     From 

them 

X  Joffelyn'svoyageto 'New-England,  p.  135, 
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them,  and  the  captives,  whom  they  fometime^ 
led  to  Canada,  through  the  paries  of  thefe 
mountains,  many  fictions  have  been  propagat- 
ed, which  have  given  rife  to  marvellous  and 
incredible  ftories ;  particularly,  it  has  been 
reported,  that  at  immenfe  and  inacceffible 
heights,  there  have  been  feen  carbuncles,' 
which  are  fuppofed  to  appear  luminous  in  the 
night.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to 
give  an  account  of  thefe  mountains,  have  af- 
cribed  the  whitenefs  of  them,  to  fhining  rocks, 
or  a  kind  of  white  mofs  ;  and  the  hieheft  fum- 
mit  has  been  deemed  inacceffible,  on  account 
of  the  extreme  cold,  which  threatens  to  freeze 
the  traveller,  in  the  midft  of  fummer. 

Nature  has,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed 
her  works  on  a  large  fcale,  and  prefented  to 
view,  many  objects  which  do  not  ordinarily 
occur.  A  perfon  who  is  unacquainted  with 
a  mountainous  country,  cannot,  upon  his  firft 
coming  into  it,  make  an  adequate  judgment  of 
heights  and  diftances  ;  he  will  imagine  every 
thing  to  be  nearer  and  lefs  than  it  really  is, 
until,  by  experience,  he  learns  to  correct  his  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  accommodate  his  eye  to  the 
magnitude  and  fituation  of  the  objects  around 
him.  When  amazement  is  excited  by  the 
grandeur  and  fublimity  of  the  fcenes  prefented 
to  view,  it  is  neceffary  to  curb  the  imagi- 
nation, and  exercife  judgment  with  math- 
ematical 
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cmatical  precision  ;  or  the  temptation  to  ro- 
mance will  be  invincible. 

The  White  mountains  are  the  moft  elevat- 
ed part  of  a  ridge,  which  extends  N.  E.  and 
S.  W.  to  an  immenfe  diftance.     The  area  of 
their  bafe,   is  an  irregular  figure,  the   whole 
circuit  of  which,  is  not  lefs  than  fixty  miles. 
The  number  of  fummits   within  this  area, 
cannot   at  prefent  be  afcertained,  the  country 
round  them  being  a  thick  wildernefs.     The 
greateft  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once,  is 
at   Dartmouth,  on    the  N.  W.   fide,   where 
feven  fummits  appear  at  one  view,  of  which 
four  are  bald.      Of  thefe,  the  three  higheft  arc 
the  moft  diftant,  being  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  clufter ;  one  of  thefe  is  the  mountain  which 
makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance  all  along  the 
more  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  Maffachufetts : 
It    has    lately    been    diftinguifhed     by     the 
name   of  Mount  WASHING  TO N. 

To  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain,  there 
is  a  continual  afcent  of  twTelve  miles,  from  the 
plain  of  Pigwacket,  which  brings  the  traveller 
to  the  height  of  land,  between  Saco  and  Ama- 
rifcoggin  rivers.  At  this  height  there  is  a  lev- 
el of  about  a  mile  fquare,  part  of  which  is  a 
meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond,  with  a  dam 
at  each  end.  Here,  though  elevated  more  than 
three  thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
the  traveller  finds  himfelf  in  a  deep  valley. 
D  On 
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On  the  eaft  is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which 
iffue  feveral  fprings,  one  of  which  is  the  foun- 
tain of  Ellis  river,  a  branch  of  Saco,  which 
runs  fouth ;  another,  of  Peabody  river,  a 
branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  wThich  runs  north. 
From  this  meadow,  toward  the  weft,  there  is 
an  uninterrupted  afcent,  on  a  ridge,  between 
two  deep  gullies,  to  the  fumimY  of  Mount 
Wafhington. 

The  lower  part  of  the  mountain  is  fhaded 
by  a  thick  growth  of  fpruce  and  fir.  The  fur- 
face  is  compofed  of  rocks ,  covered  with  very 
long  green  mofs,  which  extends  from  one 
rock  to  another,  and  is,  in  many  places,  fo  thick 
and  ftrong,  as  to  bear  a  man's  weight.  This 
immenfe  bed  of  mofs,  ferves  as  a  fponge,  to 
retain  the  moifture  brought  by  the  clouds  and 
vaoours,  which  are  frequently  rifmgand  gath- 
ering round  the  mountains  ;  the  thick  growth 
of  wood,  prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun  from 
penetrating  to  exhale  it ;  fo  that  there  is  a 
conftant  fupply  of  water  depofited  in  the  crev- 
ices of  the  rocks,  and  iffuing  in  the  form  of 
fprings,  from  every  part  of  the  mountain. 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of 
the  mountain,  are,  in  fome  parts,  flate,  in  oth- 
ers, flint;  fome  fpecimens  of  rock  chryftal 
have  been  found,  but  of  no  great  value.  No 
lime  ftone  has  yet  been  difcovered,  though  the 
moft  likely  rocks  have  been  tried  wTith  aqua- 
fortis. 
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fortis.  There  is  one  precipice,  on  the  eaftern 
fide,  not  only  completely  perpendicular,  but 
compofed  of  fquare  ftones,  as  regular  as  a 
piece  of  mafonry  ;  it  is  about  five  feet  high, 
and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  in  length.  The 
uppermoft  rocks  of  the  mountain,  are  the  com- 
mon quartz,  of  a  dark  grey  colour;  when 
broken,  they  fhew  very  fmall  fhining  fpecks, 
but  there  is  no  fuch  appearance  on  the  exterior 
part.  The  eaftern  fide  of  the  mountain,  rifes 
in  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  and  requires  fix  of 
kvai  hours  of  hard  labour  to  afcend  it.  Ma- 
ny of  the  precipices  are  fo  fteep,  as  to  oblige 
the  traveller  to  ufe  his  hands,  as  well  as  feet, 
and  to  hold  bv  the  trees,  which  diminifh  in 
fize,  till  they  degenerate  to  fhrubs  and  bufh- 
es;  above  thefe,  are  low  vines,  fome  bearing 
red,  and  others  blue  berries,  and  the  upper- 
moft vegetation  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  called 
winter-grafs,  mixed  with  the  mofs  of  the 
rocks.*  Having 

*  6  At  the  bafe  of  the  fummit  of  Mount  Wafhington,  the 

*  limits  of  vegetation  may  with  propriety  be  fixed.    There  are 

*  indeed,  on  fome  of  the  rocks,  even  to  their  apices,  fcattered 

*  fpecks  of  a  mofly  appearance  ;  but  I  conceive  them  to  be 
6  extraneous  fubftances,  accidentally  adhering  to  the  rocks, 
e  for  I  could  not  difcover,  with  my  botanical  microfcope,  any 
'  part  of  that  plant  regularly  formed.  The  limits  of  vegeta- 
'  tion  at  the  bafe  of  this  fummit,  are  as  well  defined  as  that 

*  between  the  woods  and  the  bald  or  mofly  part.  So  finking 
s  is  the  appearance,  that  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  the  mind 

*  is  impreifcd  with  an  idea,  that  vegetation  extends  no  farther 

D  >>  *  jhan 
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Having  furmounted  the  upper  and  fteepefl 
precipice,  there  is  a  large  area,  called  the  plain. 
It  is  a  dry  heath,  compofed  of  rocks  covered 
with  mofs ,  and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a 
pafture,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  feafon. 
In  fome  openings,  between  the  rocks,  there  are 
fprings  of  water,  in  others,  dry  gravel.  Here 
the  grous  or  heath  bird  reforts,  and  is  general- 
ly out  of  danger ;  feveral  of  them  were  fhot 

by 

i  than  a  line,  as  well  defined  as  the  penumbra  andfhadow,  in 
6  a  lunar  eclipfe.  The  Hones  I  have  by  me,  from  the  fummit, 
s  have  not  the  {mailed  appearance  of  mofs  upon  them. 

'There  is  evidently  the  appearance  of  three  zones — i,the 

*  woods — 2,thebaldmourypart — 3,  the  part  above  vegetation. 

*  The  fame  appearance  has  been  obferved  on  the  Alps,  and  all 

*  ether  high  mountains. 

*  I  recollect  no  grafs  on  the  plain.    The  fpaces  between  the 

*  rocks  in  the  iecond  zone,  and  on  the  plain,  are  filled  with 

*  ipruce  and  fir,  which,  perhaps,  have  been  growing  ever  fince 
'  the  creation,  and  yet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  great - 
'  cr  height  than  three  or  four  inches,  but  their  fp reading  tops 

1  are  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  fupport  the  weight  of  a  man,  ' 
i  without  yielding  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  The  fnows  and 
£  winds  keeping  the  furface  even  with  the  general  furface  of 
6  the  rocks.  In  many  places,  on  the  fides,  we  could  get  glades 
c  of  this  growth,  fome  rods  in  extent,  when  we  could,  by  fit— 
i  ting  down  on  our  feet,  Aide  the  whole  length.  The  tops  of 
'  the  growth  of  wood  were  fo  thick  and  firm,  as  to  bear  us 

*  currcntlv.  a  confidcrable  diflance,.  before  we  arrived  at  the 
'  utmoft  boundaries,  which  were  almofl  as  well  defined  as  the 
'  water  on  the  fhcre  of  a  pond.  The  tops  of  the  wood,  had 
'the  appearance  of  having  been  fhorn  off,  exhibiting  a  fmooth 
:  furface,  from  their  upper  limits,  to  a  great  diflance  down 
v  the  mountain.1 

MS.  oF  Dr.  Cutler. 
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by  fome  travellers  in  October,  1774.  The 
extent  of  this  plain  is  uncertain ;  from  the  eaft- 
ern  fide,  to  the  foot  of  the  pinnacle,  or  fugar- 
loaf,  it  is  nearly  level,  and  it  may  be  walked 
over  in  lefs  than  an  hour.  The  fugar  loaf,  is 
a  pyramidal  heap  of  grey  rocks,  which,  in 
fome  places,  are  formed  like  winding  fteps. 
This  pinnacle  has  been  afcended  in  one  hour 
and  a  half.  The  traveller  having  gained  the 
fummit,  is  recompenfed  for  his  toil,  if  the  iky 
be  ferene,  with  a  rnoft  noble  and  ex  ten  five 
profpect.  On  the  S.  E.  fide,  there  is  a  view 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  neareft  part  of 
which,  is  fixty-five  miles,  in  a  direct  line.  On 
the  W.  and  N.  the  profpect  is  bounded  by  the 
high  lands,  which  feparate  the  waters  of  Con- 
necticut and  Amarifeo^oin  rivers,  from 
thofe  of  Lake  Champlain  and  St.  Lawrence. 
On  the  fouth,  it  extends  to  the  fouthernmoft 
mountains  of  New-Hampfhire,  comprehend- 
ing a  view  of  the  Lake  Winipifeogee.  On 
every  fide  of  thefe  mountains ,  are  long  wind- 
ing gullies,  beginning  at  the  precipice  below 
the  plain,  and  deepening  in  the  defcent.  In 
winter,  the  (how  lodges  in  thefe  gullies  ;  and 
being  driven,  by  the  N.  W.  and  N.  E.  wind, 
from  the  top,  is  deepeft  in  thofe  which  are  fit- 
uated  on  the  foutherly  fide.  It  is  obferved  to 
lie  longer  in  the  fpring  on  the  fouth,  than  on 

the 
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the  N.  W.  fide,  which  is  the  cafe  with  many 
other  hills  in  New-Hampfhire. 

A  ranging  company,  who  afcended  the  high- 
eft  mountain,  on  the  N.  W.  part,  April  29th, 
1725,  found  the  fnow  four  feet  deep  on  that 
fide  ;  the  fiimmit  was  almoft  bare  of  fnow, 
though  covered  with  white  froft  and  ice,  and 
a  fmall  pond  of  water,  near  the  top,  was  hard 
frozen. 

In  1774,  forne  men,  who  were  making  a 
road  through  the  eaftern  pafs  of  the  mountains, 
afcended  the  mountain,  to  the  fummit,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  and  on  the  fouth  fide,  in  one  of 
the  deep  gullies,  found  a  body  of  fnow  thir- 
teen feet  deep,  and  fo  hard  as  to  bear  them. 
On  the  1 9th  of  the  fame  month,  fome  of  the 
fame  party  afcended  again,  and  in  the  fame 
ipot,  the  fnow  wras  five  feet  deep.  In  the  nrft 
week  of  September,  1783,  two  men,  who  at- 
tempted to  afcend  the  mountain,  found  the 
bald  top  fo  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  then 
newly  formed,  that  they  could  not  reach  the 
fummit ;  but  this  does  not  happen  every  year 
fo  foon  ;  for  the  mountain  has  been  afcended 
as  late  as  the  firft  week  in  October,  when  no 
fnow  was  upon  it ;  and  though  the  mountains 
begin  to  be  covered,  at  times,  with  fnow,  as 
early  as  September,  yet  it  goes  .off  again,  and 
feldom  gets  fixed  till  the  end  of  October,  or 
the  beginning  of  November  j  but  from  that 

time 
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time  it  remains  till  July.*  In  the  year  1784, 
mow  was  feen  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  largeft 
mountain,  till  the  12th  of  July;  in  1790,  it 
lay  till  the  month  of  Auguft. 

During  this  period,  of  nine  or  ten  months, 
the  mountains  exhibit  more  or  lefs  of  that 
bright  appearance,  from  which  they  are  de- 
nominated white.  In  the  fpring,  when  the 
fnow  is  partly  diffolved,  they  appear  of  a  pale 
blue,  ftreaked  with  white ;  and  after  it  is  whol- 
ly gone,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles,  they  are 
altogether  of  the  fame  pale  blue,  nearly  ap- 
proaching a  iky  colour ;  while  at  the  fame 
time,  viewed  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  or 

lefs, 

*  The  following  is  a  journal  cf  the  appearances  of  the  moun^ 
tain,  in  the  autumnal  months  of  1784,  obferved  bv  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Haven,  of  Rochefter,  whofe  houfe  is  in  plain  view  of  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  mountain,  diftant  about  fixty  miles. 
Sept.  17  and   18,  a  N.  E.  florin  of  rain. 
20,  Mountain  appeared  white. 
22,  Of  a  pale  blue. 
OB,.       3  and  4,  Rain,  fucceeded  by  froft. 
5,  Mountain  white. 

8,  Of  a  pale  blue. 

9,  White  at  the  weft  end. 

io,  White  in  the  morning,  moft  part  blue  P.  M„ 
22  and  24,  Blue. 

28,  White  at  the  weft  end,  the  refl  blue. 
Nov.     2,  A  fpot  of  white  at  the  weft  end, 

4,  Uniformly  white, 

5,  Very  white. 

From  this  time,  to  the  23d,  when  the  weather  was  clear 
enough  to  fee  fo  far,  the  lower  part  of  the  mountain  appear- 
ed  very  white ;  the  fummit  involved  in  fcpjally  clouds. 
jV,  B,  The  wjl  end  is  the  highejl  part. 
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lefs,  they  appear  of  the  proper  colour  of  the 
rock.  Thefe  changes  are  obferved  by  people 
who  live  within  conftant  view  of  them ;  and 
from  thefe  facts  and  obfervations,  it  may  with 
certainty  be  concluded,  that  the  whitenefs  of 
them  is  wholly  caufed  by  the  fnow,  and  not  by 
any  other  white  fubftance,  for  in  fact,  there  is 
none .  There  are  indeed  in  the  fummer  months , 
fome  ftreaks,  which  appear  brighter  than  other 
parts ;  but  thefe,  when  viewed  attentively  with 
a  telefcope,  are  plainly  difcerned  to  be  the  edg- 
es or  fides  of  the  longdeep  gullies,  enlightened 
by  the  fun,  and  the  dark  parts  are  the  {haded 
fides  of  the  fame  ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  day,  thefe 
fpots  may  be  feen  to  vary,  according  to  the 
pofition  of  the  fun. 

A  company  of  gentlemen  vifited  thefe 
mountains  in  July,  1784,  with  a  view  to  make 
particular  obfervations  on  the  feveral  phenom- 
ena which  might  occur.  It  happened,  unfor- 
tunately, that  thick  clouds  covered  the  moun- 
tains almoft  the  whole  time,  fo  that  fome  of  the 
inftruments,  which,  with  much  labour,  they 
had  carried  up,  were  rendered  ufelefs.  Thefe 
were  a  fextant,  a  telefcope,  an  inftrument  for 
afcertaining  the  bearings  of  diftant  ob- 
jects, a  barometer,  a  thermometer  and  fev- 
eral others  for  different  purpofes..  In 
the  barometer,  the  mercury  ranged  at  22, 6% 
and  the  thermometer  flood  at  44  degrees.  It 
was  their  intention  to  have  placed  one  of  each 

at 
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at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  others  were  carried  to  the  top,  for  the 
purpoie  of  making  correfponding  obfervations  ; 
but  they  were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe 
of  the  journey,  through  the  rugged  roads 
and  thick  woods  ;  and  the  barometer,  which 
was  carried  to  the  fummit,  had  fuffered  fo 
much  agitation,  that  an  allowance  was  necef* 
iary  to  be  made,  in  calculating  the  height  of 
the  mountain,  which  wras  computed,  in  round 
numbers,  at  five  thoufand  and  five  hundred 
feet  above  the  meadow,  in  the  valley  below, 
and  nearly  ten  thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.*  They  intended  to  have  made  a  geo- 
metrical menfuration  of  the  altitude ;  but  in 
the  meadow,  they  could  not  obtain  a  bafe  of 
fufficient  length,  nor  fee  the  fummit  of  the 
fugar  loaf ;  and  in  another  place,  where  thefe 
inconveniences  were  removed,  they  were  pre- 
vented by  the  almoft  continual  objuration  of 
the  mountains,  by  clouds. 

Their  exercife,  in  afcending  the  mountain, 
was  fo  violent,  that  when  Doctor  Cutler,  who 
carried  the  thermometer,  took  it  out  of  his  bo- 
fom,  the  mercury  flood  at  fever  heat,   but  it 

foon 

*  This  computation  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr»  Cutler. 
Subfequent  obfervations  and  calculations  have  induced  the 
author  to  believe  the  computation  of  his  ingenious  friend  too 
moderate,  and  he  is  perfuaded,  that  whenever  the  mountain 
can  be  meafured  with  the  requHite  precifionr  it  will  be  found 
tp  exceed  ten  thoufand  feet,  of  perpendicular  altitude,  above 
the  level  of  the  ocean, 
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foon  fell  to  440 ,  and  by  the  time  that  he  had 
adj  lifted  his  barometer  and  thermometer,  the 
cold  had  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his 
lingers.  On  the  uppermoft  rock,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Little  began  to  engrave  the  letters  N.  H. 
but  was  fo  chilled  with  the  cold,  that  he  gave 
the  inftruments  to  Col.  Whipple,  who  finifhed 
the  letters.  Under  a  ftone,  they  left  a  plate 
of  lead,  on  wThich  their  names  were  engraven. 
The  fun  (hone  clear  while  they  were  palling 
over  the  plain,  but  immediately  after  their  ar- 
rival at  the  higheft  fummit,  they  had  the  mor- 
tification to  be  inveloped  in  a  denfe  cloud, 
which  came  up  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain. This  unfortunate  circumftance,  prevent- 
ed their  making  any  farther  ufe  of  their  in- 
ftruments. Being  thus  involved,  as  they  were 
defcending  from  the  plain,  in  one  of  the  long, 
deep  gullies,  not  being  able  to  fee  to  the  bot- 
torn,  on  a  fudden,  their  pilot  flipped,  and  was 
gone  out  of  fight,  though  happily,  without  any 
other  damage,  than  tearing  his  clothes.  This 
accident  obliged  them  to  flop.  When  they 
turned  their  eyes  upward,  they  were  aftonifh- 
ed  at  the  immenfe  depth  and  fteepnefs  of  the 
place,  wThich  they  had  defcended  by  fixing 
their  heels  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the  rock, 
and  found  it  impracticable  to  reafcend  the 
fame  way  ;  but  having  difcovered  a  winding 
gully,  of  a  more  gradual  afcent,  in  this  they 

got 
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got  up  to  the  plain,  and  then  came  down  on 
the  eaftem  fide  ;  this  deep  gully,  was  on  the 
S.  E.  From  thefe  circumftances,  it  may  be 
inferred,  that  it  is  more  practicable  and  fafe, 
to  afcend  or  defcend  on  the  ridges,  than  in  the 
gullies  of  the  mountain. 

Thefe  vail  and  irregular  heights,  being  co- 
pioufly  replenifhed  with  water,  exhibit  a  great 
variety  of  beautiful  cafcades  ;  fome  of  which, 
fall  in  a  perpendicular  fheet  or  fpout,  others 
are  winding  and  Hoping,  others  fpread,  and 
form  a  bafon  in  the  rock,  and  then  gufh  in  a 
cataract  over  its  edge.  A  poetic  fancy  may 
find  full  gratification  amidft  thefe  wild  and  rug- 
ged fcenes,  if  its  ardor  be  not  checked  by  the 
fatigue  of  the  approach.  Almoft  every  thing 
in  nature,  which  can  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
infpiring  ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful,  is 
here  realized.  Aged  mountains,  ftupendous 
elevations,  rolling  clouds,  impending  rocks, 
verdant  woods,  chryflal  ftreams,  the  gentle 
rill,  and  the  roaring  torrent,  all  confpire  to 
amaze,  to  foothe  and  to  enrapture. 

On  the  wefcern  part  of  thefe  mountains  is 
a  pafs,  commonly  called  the  notch,  which,  in 
the  narroweft  part,  meafures  but  twenty-two 
feet,  between  two  perpendicular  rocks.  From 
the  height  above  it,  a  brook  defcends,  and 
meanders  through  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beav- 
er pond,     It  is  furrounded  by  rocks,  which, 

on 


$i  HISTORY    OF 

on  one  fide,  are  perpendicular,  and  on  the  oth- 
ers, rife  in  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees — a 
ftrikingly  picturefque  fcene  !  This  defile  was 
known  to  the  Indians,  who  formerly  led  their 
captives  through  it  to  Canada  ;  but  it  had  been 
forgotten  or  neglected,  till  the  year  1 77 1 ,  when 
two  hunters  pafled  through  it,  and  from  their 
report,  the  proprietors  of  lands,  on  the  north- 
ern parts  of  Connecticut  river,  formed  the 
plan  of  a  road  through  it,  to  the  upper  Cohos, 
from  which  it  is  diftant  twenty-five  miles. 
Along  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  meadow,  under 
the  perpendicular  rock,  is  a  caufeway ,  of  large 
logs,  funk  into  the  mud  by  rocks,  blown  with 
gunpowder,  from  the  mountain.  On  this 
foundation,  is  conftructed  a  road,  which  paffes 
through  the  narrow  defile,  at  the  fouth  end  of 
the  meadow,  leaving  a  paffage  for  the  rivulet, 
wrhich  glides  along  the  weftern  fide.  This 
rivulet,  is  the  head  of  the  river  Saco  ;  and  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  meadow,  at  a  little  dis- 
tance, is  another  brook,  which  is  the  head  of 
Amonoofuck,  a  large  branch  of  Connecticut 
river.  The  latitude  of  this  place,  is  44  °  12',  N. 
The  rivulet,  which  gives  rife  to  Saco,  de- 
fends toward  the  fouth  ;  and  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  defile,  its  waters  are  augmented 
by  two  ftreams  from  the  left,  one  of  which 
defcends  in  a  trench  of  two  feet  wide,  and  is 
called  the  flume*  from  the  near  refemblance 

which 
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which  it  bears  to  an  artifical  flume.  Over  thefc 
are  thrown  ftrong  bridges  ;  and  the  whole 
conftruction  of  this  road,  is  firm  and  durable ; 
much  labour  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  the 
neat  proceeds  of  a  confifcated  eftate,  were  ap- 
plied, to  defray  the  expenfe.  In  the  defcent, 
the  pafs  widens,  and  theftream  increafes;  but 
for  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  notch,  the 
mountains  on  each  fide  are  fo  near,  as  to  leave 
room  only  for  the  river  and  its  intervales  ; 
which  are  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  defcent,  feveral  curious 
objects  prefent  themfelves  to  view.  On  the 
fide  of  one  mountain,  is  a  projection,  refemb- 
ling  a  fhelf,  on  which  ftand  four  large  fquare 
rocks,  in  a  form  refembling  as  many  huge  fo- 
lio volumes.  In  two  or  three  places,  at  im- 
menfe  heights,  and  perfectly  inacceflible,  ap- 
pear rocks,  of  a  white  and  red  hue,  the  furface 
of  which  is  poiifhed,  like  a  mirror,  by  the 
conftant  trickling  of  water  over  them.  Thefe 
being  expofed  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  are  capa- 
ble, in  the  night,  of  reflecting  the  moon  and 
ftar  beams  to  the  wondering  traveller  in  the 
deep,  dark  valley  below,  and  by  the  help  of 
imagination,  are  fufficient  to  give  rife  to  the 
fiction,  of  carbuncles. 

To  encompafs  thefe  mountains  as  the  roads 
are  laid  out,  through  the  eaftern  and  weftern 
paffes,  and  round  the  northern  fide  of  the 

whole 
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whole  clufter,  it  is  neceffary  to  travel  more 
than  fe verity  miles,  and  to  ford  eight  consid- 
erable rivers,  be  fide  many  fmaller  ftreams* 
The  diftance  between  the  heads  of  rivers, 
which  purfue  fuch  different  courfes,  from  this 
immenle  elevation,  and  which  fall  into  the  fea, 
fo  many  hundred  miles  afunder,  is  fo  fmall, 
that  a  traveller  may,  in  the  courfe  of  one  day, 
drink  the  waters,  of  Saco,  Amarifcoggin  and 
Connecticut  rivers.  Thefe  waters  are  all  per- 
fectly limpid  and  fweet,  excepting  one  brook, 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Mount  Wamineton, 
which  has  a  faponaceous  tafte,  and  is  covered 
with  a  very  thick  and  ftrong  froth.  It  is  faid, 
that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where  the 
magnetic  needle  refufes  to  traverfe;  this  is 
probably  caufed  by  a  body  of  iron  ore.  It  is 
aifo  faid,  that  a  mineral,  fuppofed  to  be  lead, 
has  been  difcovered,  near  the  eaftern  pafs ;  but 
that  the  fpot  cannot  now  be  found.  What 
ftores  the  bowels  of  the  mountains  contain, 
time  muft  unfold  ;  all  fearches  for  Subterrane- 
ous treafures,  having  hitherto  proved  fruitlefs. 
The  moft  certain  riches  which  thev  vield,  are 
the  frefhets,  which  bring  down  the  foil,  to  the 
intervales  below,  and  form  a  fine  mould,  pro- 
ducing, by  the  aid  of  cultivation,  corn  and 
herbage,  in  the  moft  luxuriant  plenty. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Rivers  and  other  Waters. 

NATURE  has  formed  fuch  a  connec- 
tion between  mountains  and  rivers ,  that 
in  defcribing  one,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to 
fpeak  of  the  other. 

New-Hampfhire  is  fo  fituated,  that  five  of 
the  larger!  rivers  in  New-England,  either  take 
their  rife  within  its  limits,  or  receive  much  of 
their  wrater  from  its  mountains.  Thefe  are 
the  Connecticut,  Amarifcoggin,  Saco,  Merri- 
mack and  Pafcataqua. 

Connecticut  river  rifes  in  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, which  extends  northeafterly,  to  the  gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence.  It  has  been  furveyed,  about 
twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  forty-fifth  degree 
of  latitude,  to  the  fpring  head  of  its  north- 
weftern  branch.  This  river  extends,  on  the 
weftern  border  of  New-Hampfhire,  about  one 
hundred  and  feventy  miles.  Its  general  courfe, 
for  the  firft  thirty  miles ,  is  fouth ;  for  the 
next  thirty,  fouthweft ;  for  the  next  fifty, 
fouth- fo ut hweft ;  and  for  the  remainder  of 
its  courfe,  it  inclines  more  to  the  fouth ;  but 
there  are  numerous  ferpentine  curves,  of  al- 
moft  every  direction,  in  the  extent  of  thefe  g*en- 

eral 
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eral  lines.  Befides  many  ftreams  of  lefs 
note,  it  receives,  on  its  eaftern  fide,  feven  very 
considerable  rivers ;  upper  Amonoofuck,  Ifrael 
and  John's  rivers,  lower  Amonoofuck,  Sugar 
river,  Cold  river  and  Afliuelot,  all  which  ori£- 
inate  within  the  limits  of  New-Hampfhire, 
on  the  weftern  part  of  the  height  of  land. 

Amarifcoggin  river,  rifes  near  the  end  of  the 
dividing  line,  between  New-Hampfhire  and 
the  old  Province  of  Maine.  The  lake  Umba- 
gog,  and  feveral  fmaller  ponds,  flow  into  it. 
From  that  lake,  the  river  runs  in  a  fouthern  di- 
rection, nearly  parallel  to  Connecticut  river, 
and  diftant  from  it,  about  twenty-five  miles ; 
but  it  is  deeper,  wider,  and  more  rapid.  In 
croffing  the  country,  from  Canada,  travellers 
have  paffed  Connecticut  river,  thinking  it  on- 
ly a  brook,  and  then  ftriking  on  Amarifcoggin, 
have  miftaken  it  for  Connecticut,  and  follow- 
ed its  courfe.  The  miftake,  however,  may 
bedifcovered,  by  obferving,  that  after  thefe  riv- 
ers have  run  parallel  about  twenty  miles,  the 
inclination  of  Amarifcoggin,  is  to  the  eaft,  and 
of  Connecticut,  to  the  weft.  After  Amarif- 
coggin begins  to  take  an  eafterly  direction,  it 
fopn  crofles  the  line,  into  the  Province  of 
Maine,  and  having  watered  a  great  extent  of 
country,  in  which  many  new  townfhips  are 
now  fettling,  it  forms  a  junction  with  Kene- 
beck,  and  flows  into  the  fea  at  Sao-adahock. 

The 
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The  head  of  Saco  river,  is  in  the  White 
mountains,  at  the  weftern  pafs,  commonly 
ealled  the  notch;  near  which,  alfo,  rifes  the 
lower  Amonoofuck,  which  runs  wefterly,  into 
Connecticut  river.  Saco  takes  a  foutherly  di- 
rection, down  the  mountain.  A  large  branch 
of  it,  called  Ellis  river,  rifes  at  the  eafternpafs 
of  the  mountains,  where  alfo  originates  Pea- 
body  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin.  The 
fountain  heads  of  thefe  two  rivers  are  fo  near, 
that  a  man  may  fet  his  foot  in  one,  and  reach, 
with  his  hand,  to  the  other.  Inlefs  than  half  a 
mile,  foutrrvvard  from  this  fountain,  a  large 
ft  ream,  which  runs  down  the  higheft  of  the 
White  mountains ,  falls  into  Ellis  river,  and  in 
about  the  fame  diftance  from  this,  another  falls 
from  the  lame  mountain  ;  the  former  of  thofe 
ftreams  is  Cutler's  river,  the  latter  New  river. 
The  New  river  firft  made  its  appearance  dur- 
ing a  long  rain,  in  October,  1775.  It  bore 
down  many  rocks  and  trees,  forming  a  fcene 
of  ruin  for  a  lone  courfe.  It  has  ever  mice 
been  a  conftant  ftream,  and  where  it  falls  into 
Ellis  river,  prefents  to  view  a  noble  cafcade,  of 
about  one  hundred  feet,  above  which,  it  is  di- 
vided into  three  ftreams,  which  iffue  out  of  the- 
bovv  els  of  the  mountain .  Several  other  branch- 
es of  Saco  river,  fall  from  different  parts  of- 
this  immenfe  clufter  of  mountains,  and  unite 
about  twrelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  their  fource, 
E  at 
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at  the  plain  of  Pigwacket.  Thefe  ftreams 
have  a  fteep  defcent,  and  a  rapid  current,  and 
the  river  Saco  is  obferved  to  rife  and  over- 
flow very  fuddenly,  in  a  time  of  rain,  and  to 
fubfide  as  fuddenly,  after  the  rain  has  ceafed. 
It  paries,  in  a  very  ferpentine  courfe,  through 
the  townfhip  of  Conway,  then  croffes  the  line, 
into  Brownfield  and  Fryburg,  and  its  courfe 
from  thence  to  the  fea,  is  about  forty-five 
miles,  foutheaft.  It  receives,  on  its  weftern 
fide,  two  rivers,  called  the  great  and  little  Of- 
fapy ;  the  former  of  which,  comes  from  a 
large  pond,  under  a  high  mountain,  both  of 
which  bear  the  fame  name  ;  the  latter  flows 
out  of  a  fmaller  pond,  on  the  di virion  line, 
and  falls  into  Saco  river,  about  nine  miles  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  other.  In  fome  maps, 
the  leffer  OiTapy  is  laid  down  as  a  branch  of 
the  greater,  but  they  are  two  diftind  branches 
of  Saco  river. 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  conflu- 
ence of  Pern ige wallet  and  Winipifeogee  rivers ; 
the  former  flows  from  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
ridge  called  the  height  of  land.  To  one 
branch  of  it,  Moofehelock  mountain  gives 
rife  ;  another  comes  from  the  S.  W.  extremi- 
ty of  the  White  mountains,  and  a  third  from 
the  townfhip  of  Franconia.  The  general 
courfe  of  this  river,  from  its  fource,  is  fouth, 
about  fifty  miles.     It  receives,  on  its  weftern 

-  fide, 
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fide,  Baker's  river,  which  comes  from  the  height 
of  land,  a  ftream  from  New  Chefter  pond, 
and  another  called  Smith's  river,  beiides  many 
fmaller  ones.  On  its  eaftern  fide,  it  receives 
a  ftream  from  Squam  ponds,  with  feveral  large 
and  fmall  brooks.  In  its  long  defcent  from 
the  mountains,  there  are  many  falls,  and  its 
banks,  in  fome  places,  are  very  fteep  and  rug- 
ged. Winipifeogee  river,  comes  from  the 
lake  of  that  name,  and  unites  its  waters  with 
Pemigewaffet,  at  the  lower  end  of  Sanborn- 
town.  From  this  junction,  the  confluent 
ftream  bears  the  name  of  Merrimack,  to  the 
fea.  It  receives,  on  its  weftern  fide,  before  it 
croffes  the  boundary  line,  Blackwater,  Contoo- 
cook,  Pifcataquoag,  Souhegan  and  Nafhua  riv- 
ers, On  its  eaftern  fide,  it  receives  Bowcook, 
Suncook,  Cohas,  Beaver,  Spicket  and  Powow 
rivers.  It  runs  about  ninety  miles,  firft  in  a 
foutherly,  then  in  an  eafterly  direction,  and 
falls  into  the  fea  at  Newbury-Port. 
1  In  its  courfe  through  New-Hampfhire,  it 
pafles  over  feveral  falls,  the  moft  beautiful  of 
which,  is  called  the  ifle  of  Hookfet,  but  the 
grandeft  is  Amulkeag.  ^  Hookfet  is  about 
eight  miles  below  the  town  Gf  Concord  ;  the 
defcent  of  the  water  is  not  more  than  fifteen 
feet  perpendicular,  in  thirty  rods  j  a  high  rock 
-divides  the  ftream,  and  a  fmaller  rock  lies  be- 
tween that  and  the  weftern  ihore.  From  an 
E  2  eminence, 
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eminence,  on  the  weftern  fide,  there  is  a  de- 
lightful landscape ;  the  water  above  and  below 
the  fall,  the  verdant  banks,  the  cultivated 
fields,  and  the  diftant  hills,  in  the  back  ground, 
form  a  picturefque  fcene,  which  relieved  the 
eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  dull  uniformity 
of -a  road  through  the  woods. 

.  Eight  miles  below  Hookfet,  lies  Amufkeag1 
fall;  it  confifts  of  three  large  pitches,  one  be- 
low the  other,  and  the  water  is  fuppofed  to 
fall  about  eighty  feet,  in  the  courfe  of  half  a 
mile.  The  river  here  is  fo  crooked,  that  the* 
whole  of  the  fall  cannot  be  viewed  at  once  ; 
though  the  fecond  pitch,  which  may  be  {qqtl 
from  the  road,  on  the  weftern  fide,  appears 
truly  majeftic.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  fall,  is  a  high/  rocky  ifland,  on 
fome  parts  of  which,  are  feveral  holes,  of  va-; 
rious  depths,  made  by  the  circular  motion  of 
fmall  ftones,  impelled  by  the  force  of  the  de- 
scending water.* 

At 

f  The  following  account  of  thele  cavities,  was  formerly 
fent  to  the  royal  fociety,  and  printed  in  their  philosophical 
tran  factions,  vol.  xxix.  p.  70. 

6  A  little  above  one  of  the  falls  of  this  river,  at  a  place  call- 
ed Amufkeag,  is  a  huge  rock,  in  the>  mid  ft  of  the  ffreariij  on 
the  top  of  which,  are  a  great  number  of  pits,  made  exactly- 
round,  like  barrels  or  hogfheaus  of  different  capacities,  fome 
of  which  are  capable  of  holding  feveral  tuns.  The  natives 
know  nothing  of  the  rhakiris  of  them  ;  but  the  neighbouring 
Indians  ufed  to  hide  their  provilions  here,  in  the  wars  with 
the  Maquas,  affirming  that  God  had  cut  them  out  for  that 
purpofe  ;  but  they  feem  plainly  to  be  artificial,7 


NEW-HAMPS  HIRE.       6r 

At  Walpole,  is  a  remarkable  fall,  in  Con- 
necticut river,*  formerly  known  by  the  name 
of  the  great  fall.  The  breadth  of  the  river, 
above. the  fall,  is  twenty-two  rods.  A  large 
rock  divides  the  ftream  into  two  channels,  each 
about  ninety  feet  wide,  on  the  top  of  the  flielv- 
ing  bank.  When  the  water  is  low,  the  eaft- 
ern  channel  appears  croffed,  by  a  bar  of  fclid 
rock,  and  the  whole  ftream  falls  into  the  weft- 
ern  channel,  wrhere  it  is  contracted  to  the 
breadth  of  lixteen  feet,  and  flows  with  afton- 
iihing  rapidity  ;  but  the  depth  of  the  water  is 
not  known,  nor  has  the  perpendicular  height 
of  the  fall  been  ascertained.  There  are  feveral 
pitches,  one  above  another,  in  the  length  of 
half  a  mile,  the  larger!  of  which,  is  that  where 
the  rock  divides  the  ftream.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  velocity  of  the  current,  the  falmon  pais 
up  this  fall,  and  are  taken  many  miles  above; 
but  the  Iliad  proceed  no  farther. 

In  the  rocks  of  this  fall,  are  many  cavities, 
like  thofe  at  Amufkeag,  fome  of  which  are  eigh- 
teen inches  wide,  and  from  two  to  four  feet  deeo. 
On  the  fteep  fides  of  the  ifland  rock,  hang  fev- 
eral arm  chairs,  fattened  to  ladders,  and  fecur- 
ed  by  a  counterpoife,  in  which  fi  mermen  lit 
to  catch  falmon  and  mad  with  dipping  nets. 

Over 

*  This  fall  has  been  defcribed  in  the  mod  extravagant 
terms,  in  an  anonymous  publication,  entitled  '  the  Hiftory  of 
Connecticut ;'  and  the  defcription  has  been  frequently  retail* 
ed  in  news  papers,  and  other  periodical  works, 
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Over  this  fall,  in  the  year  1785,  a  ftrong 
bridge  of  timber  was  conftru&ed,  by  Col. 
Enoch  Hale,  Its  length  is  three  hundred  and 
fixty-five  feet,  and  it  is  fupported  in  the  mid- 
dle by  the  great  rock.  The  expenfe  of  it  was 
eight  hundred  pounds,  and  by  a  law  of  the 
State,  a  toll  is  collected  from  paffengers.  This 
is  the  only  bridge  acrofs  Connecticut  river  ; 
but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erecl  one,  thirty- 
fix  miles  above,  at  the  middle  bar  of  White 
river  fall,  where  the  paffage  for  the  water,  be- 
tween the  rocks,  is  about  one  hundred  feet 
wide.  This  place,  is  in  the  townfhip  of  Leb- 
anon,  two  miles  below  Dartmouth   college. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe,  particular- 
ly, the  numerous  falls,  which,  in  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  the  country,  exhibit  a  great 
variety  of  curious  appearances,  many  of  which 
have  been  reprefented  in  the  language  of  fie 
tion  and  romance.  But  there  is  one  in  Sal 
mon-fall  river,  which,  not  for  its  magnitude, 
but  for  its  Angularity,  deferves  notice.  It  is 
called  the  flume,  and  is  fituate  between  the 
townfhips  of  Rochefter  and  Lebanon.  The 
river  is  here  confined  between  two  rocks,  a- 
bout  twenty-five  feet  high  ;  the  breadth,  at  the 
top  of  the  bank,  is  not  more  than  three  rods. 
I  once  vifited  this  place,  in  a  time  of  fevere 
drought  (September,  1782,)  when  the  flat 
rocks,  which  form  the  bed  of  the  river,  were 

moftly 
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nioftly  dry.  The  flume  is  about  four  rods  in 
length,  and  its  breadth  is  various,  not  more 
in  any  part  than  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  in 
one  part,  fcarcely  an  hand  breadth  ;  but  here 
the  water  had  a  fubterraneous  pailage. 

In  the  flat  rock,  are  divers  cavities,  like 
thofe  abovementioned  j  fome  of  them  are  cyl- 
indrical, and  others  globular;  all  of  them  con- 
tained a  quantity  of  fmall  ftones  arid  gravel, 
and  in  one  of  them  was  a  large  turtle  and  fev- 
eral  frogs.  The  dimenfions  of  five  of  thefe 
holes,  were  as  follows  : 

Diameters  in  Depth  in 

feet  &  inches.  *     feet  &  inches. 

—  {filed  with  Jl  ones . ) 


7 

3 3- 

1. 3  4- 

1 3- 


4  ^  ^      1 4 

The  largeft  of  thefe  cavities,  is  considerably 
higher  than  where  the  water  now  flows,  un- 
lefs  in  a  great  frelhet. 

From  a  feries  of  obfervations,  made  by 
James  Winthrop,  Efq.  on  the  rivers  of  New- 
Hampfhire  and  Vermont,  he  deduces  this  con- 
clufion,  6  that  the  defcent  of  our  rivers,  is 
4  much  lefs  than  European  theorifts  have  fup~ 

*  pofed  to  be  neceffary  to  give  a  current  to  wat- 
'  er.     In  the  laft  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of 

*  Connecticut  river,  it  defcends  not  mpre  than 

*  two 
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'  two  feet  in  a  mile.  Onion  river,  for  forty- 
'  three  miles  from  its  mouth,  falls  four  feet  in 
'  a  mile,  and  is  exceedingly  rapid  between  the 
'  cataracts.  We  may  reckon  the  more  at  Que- 
4  bee,  to  be  at  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  two 

*  hundred  miles  from  that  part  of  lake  Cham- 
*'  plain,  where  the  current  begins.     The  dif- 

'  ference  of  elevation,  will  be  three  hundred 
'  and  forty-two  feet,  or  twenty  inches  to  a 
'  mile.  If  we  extend  our  comparifon  from 
'  Quebec,  to  the  top  of  the  Green  mountains, 

*  at  Williamfton,  the  elevation  will  be  one 
'  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  feet,  and 

*  the  diftance,  about  three  hundred  and  twenty 
1  miles  j  which  is  five  feet  two  inches  and  a 
1  half  to  a  mile.'* 

It  is  a  wTork  of  great  curiofity,  but  attended 
with  much  fatigue,  to  trace  rivers  up  to  their 
fources,  and  obierve  the  uniting  of  fprings 
and  rivulets,  to  form  thofe  ftreams  which  are 
dignified  by  majeftic  names,  and  have  been  re- 
vered as  Deities  by  favage  and  fuperftitious 
people.  Rivers  originate  in  mountains,  and 
find  their  way  through  the  crevices  of  rocks ,  to 
the  plains  below,  where  they  glide  through 
natural  meadows,  often  overflowing  them 
with  their  frefhets,  bringing  down,  from  the 
upper  grounds,  a  fat  flime,  and  depofiting  it 
on  the  lower,  which  renews  and  fertilizes  the 

foil, 

*  MS.  letter  of  James  Winthrop,  Efq. 
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foil,  and   renders    thefe   intervale   lands    ex- 
tremely valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is  need- 
ed 0*1  them  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture. 
It  .has  been  afferted,  that*  '  rivers  run  in  a 

*  more  direct  channel,  as  they  immediately 
4  leave  their  fources  ;  that  their  finuofities 
'  and  turnings  become  more  numerous  as  they 
4  proceed ;  that  it   is   a  certain   fign   among 

*  the  natives  of  America,  that  they  are  near 
4  the  fea,  when  they  find  the  rivers  winding 
'  and  changing  their  direction,  and  that  this  is 
'  even  now  become  an  indication  to  the  Eu- 
1  ropeans  themfelves  in  their  journies  through 

*  thefe  tracklefs  forefts,5  It  is  amufing  to 
obferve  how  the  European  writers,  in  their 
accounts  of  America,  entertain  themfelves  and 
their  readers,  with  a  detail  of  circumftances, 
which  have  no  foundation  but  in  their  own 
fancies.  Such  a  remark  would  never  have 
occurred  to  any  perfon  who  had  traced  the 
rivers  of  New-England  to  their  fources.  The 
fact  is,  that  rivers  run  wherever  they  find  a 
paffage,  whether  it  be  crooked  or  ftrait ;  and 
there  are  as  many  windings  and  finuofities,  at 
the  diftance  of  an  hundred  miles  from  the  fea, 
as  at  any  leffer  diftance/  No  judgment  can 
be  formed  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  ocean  from 
this  circumftance. 

There 

*  Goldfmitli's  hiftory  of  the  Earth,  Vol.  I.  p.  203. 
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There  is  an  important  remark  concerning 
thefe  rivers,  which  would  not  readily  occur  to 
any,  but  thofe  who  have  been  in  the  way  of 
actual  obfervation ;  and  that  is,  that  rivers 
change  their  courfes,  and  leave  their  ancient 
channels  dry.  Many  places  may  be  feen  in 
our  wildernefs,  where  rivers  have  rolled  for 
ages,  and  where  the  ftones  are  worn  fmooth 
as  on  the  fea  fhore,  wrhich  are  now  at  a  con- 
siderable diftance  from  the  prefent  beds  of  the 
rivers.  In  fome  places,  thefe  ancient  chan- 
nels are  converted  into  ponds,  which,  from 
their  curved  form,  are  called  horfe-fhoe  ponds  ; 
in  others,  they  are  overgrown  with  bufh.es 
and  trees.  Thefe  appearances  are  frequent  in 
the  rrfbuntainous  part  of  the  country.  Con- 
necticut river,  which  divides  two  States,  has, 
in  fome  places,  changed  its  courfe.  Many 
acres  have  been  thus  made  in  a  few  years,  and 
the  land  is  of  an  excellent  quality. 

There  are  generally  two  flrata  of  intervale 
lands,  on  the  borders  of  the  large  rivers,  one 
is  overflowed  every  year,  the  other,  which  is 
feveral  feet  higher,  and  further  removed  from 
the  water,  is  overflowed  only  in  very  high 
frefhets.  In  fome  places  a  third  is  found, 
but  this  is  rare.  The  banks  of  the  upper  and 
lower  intervales,  are  often  parallel  to  each  oth- 
er, and  when  viewed  from  the  oppofite  fide, 
appear  like  the  terraces  of  an  artificial  garden. 

Thefe 
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•  Thefe  intervale  lands  are  of  various  breadth, 
according  to  the  near  or  remote  fituation  of 
the  hills.  On  Connecticut  river,  they  are 
from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half, 
on  each  fide.  In  digging  into  them,  large 
found  trunks  of  trees  are  found  at  various 
depths. 

The  frefhets  are  not  equally  high  every 
year.  Mafts  have  lain  in  the  river  above 
Amufkeag  fall,  two  or  three  years,  waiting  for 
a  fufficiency  of  water  to  float  them  over. 
They  fometimes  fall  athwart  the  ftream,  and 
are  broken  ;  fometimes,  in  a  narrow  paffage, 
they  are  lodged  fo  firmly  acrofs,  as  to  be  re- 
moved only  by  cutting ;  and  fometimes  they 
are  fo  galled  by  the  rocks,  in  their  paffage,  as 
to  leffen  their  diameter,  and  confequently  their 
value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  a 
frefhet,  caufed  by  the  diffolving  of  the  fnow  in 
the  woods  and  mountains ;  if  it  be  gradual, 
as  it  always  is,  when  not  accelerated  by  a  hea- 
vy rain,  no  damage  is  done  by  the  riling  of 
the  water.  Deftructive  floods  have  happened 
at  other  feafons  of  the  year,  as  frequently  as 
in  the  fpring.  In  January,  1770,  a  remarka- 
ble inundation  carried  away  the  mills  and 
bridges  on  feveral  branches  of  the  river  Pifcat- 
aqua.  A  heavy  rain,  which  continued  twelve 
hours,  and  which  could  not  penetrate  the  fro- 
zen 
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zen  earth,  raifed  the  rivers  fo  high  as  to  break 
lip  the  ice,  then  from  fourteen  to  eighteen 
inches  thick,  and  as  hard  as  marble  ;  large 
cakes  of  it  being  carried  down  by  the  impet- 
uous current,  bore  all  before  them.  After 
this  the  rivers  froze  again,  and  the  ice  con- 
tinued as  ufual,  till  the  month  of  April, 
When  the  ice  remains  late  in  the  fpring*  it 
does  not  break  up  with  violence ;  but  di£- 
foives  gradually,  till  it  difappears.  In  this 
manner  the  frozen  lakes  and  ponds  are  redu- 
ced to  fluidity. 

In  the  great  flood  of  October,  1 775,  when 
a  new  river  broke  out  of  the  White  moun- 
tains ,  the  banks  of  Saco  river  were  overflowed 
very  fuddenly.  Stacks  of  hay  were  carried 
off,  cattle  were  drowned  or  otherwife  killed, 
and  the  Indian  corn,  then  ripe  for  harveft,  was 
deftroyed.  The  river  was  of  a  deep  brown 
colour  for  fourteen  days,  and  when  it  fubfided, 
great  alterations  were  obferved,  the  bed  of  the 
river  in  fome  parts  was  widened,  and  the 
courfe  cf  feveral  of  its  branches  changed  ; 
large  ridges  of  pebbles  were  thrown  up  in  the 
middle,  forming  two  channels  where  there 
had  been  but  one  before. 

Another  flood  happened  in  October,  1785, 
which  deftroyed  the  fields,  and  carried  off  cat- 
tle and  fwine  on  that  river  ;  and  in  other  plac- 
es fwept  away  bridges,  mills,  and  great  quaa- 

tities 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.        69 

titles  of  lumber.  Some  mills,  en  Salmon- fall 
river,  were  preferved  by  chains,  one  end  of 
which  was  fattened  to  their  principal  timbers, 
and  the  other  end  to  trees  or  pofts  fet  in  the 
ground.  In  Cochecho  river,  below  the  great  fall, 
the  water  rofe  fourteen  feet  above  high  water 
mark.  Immenfe  quantities  of  drift  wood  are- 
brought  down  by  thefe  frefhets,  from  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns,  contigu- 
ous to  the  rivers,  are  fupplied  with  fuel,  and 
they  have  learned  to  be  extremely  dextrous  in 
towing- on  fhore  whole  trees  with' their  branch- 
es. But  notwithftanding  their  activity,  much 
efcapes  them,  and  is  driven  out  to  fea,  and 
fome  of  it  is  thrown  back  on  the  coaft. 

Saco  river  has  rifen  twenty-five  feet,  in  a 
great  frefhet ;  its  common  rife  is  ten  feet. 
Femigewaffet  river  has  alfo  been  known  to 
rife  twenty-five  feet.  Connecticut  river,  in 
a  common  frefhet,  is  ten  feet  higher  than  its 
ufual  fummer  level.  Its  greateft  elevation, 
does  not  exceed  twenty  feet. 

Winipifeogee  lake,  is  the  largeft  collection 
of  water  in  New-Hampftiire.  It  is  twenty- 
two  miles  in  length,  fromS.  E.  to  N.  W.  and 
of  very  unequal  breadth,  but  no  where  more 
than  eight  miles.  Some  very  long  necks  of 
land  project  into  it,  and  it  contains  feveral- 
iflands,  large  and  fmall.  The  mountains 
which  furround  it,  give  rife  to  many  ftreams 
.     .  which 
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which  flow  into  it ;  and  between  it  and  the 
mountains,  are  feveral  leffer  ponds,  which  com- 
municate with  it.  Contiguous  to  this  lake,  are 
the  townfhips  of  Moultonborough,on  theK.  W. 
Tuftonborough  and  Wolf  borough  on  the  N.  E. 
Meredith  and  Gilmantown  on  the  S.  W.  and 
a  trad:  of  land,  called  the  Gore,  on  the  S.  E. 
From  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  this  lake,  called 
Merry-meeting  bay,  to  the  N.  W.  part,  called 
Senter-harbour,  there  is  good  navigation  in 
the  fummer,  and  generally  a  good  road  in 
the  winter  ;  the  lake  is  frozen  about  three 
months,  and  many  fleighs  and  teams,  from 
the  circumjacent  towns,  crofs  it  on  the  ice. 

The  next  largeft  lake,  is  Umbagog,  in  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  State.  It  is  but  lit- 
tle known,  and  no  other  furvey  has  been  made 
of  it  than  was  neceffary  for  extending  the  di- 
vifional  line  between  New-Hampfhire  and 
Maine,  in  1789.  Next  to  this,  are  Squam, 
in  the  townfhip  of  Holderneffe ;  Sunnapee,  in 
the  townfhips  of  Wendel  and  Fifhersfield, 
and  great  Offapy,  in  the  ungranted  land  of  the 
Mafonian  purchafe.  ,  Smaller  ponds  are  very 
numerous,  fcarcely  any  town  being  without 
one  or  more.  There  is  generally  a  current 
through  them ;  but  fame  have  no  vifible 
outlet.     Their  waters  are  limpid  and  fweet. 

A  remarkable  circurnftance  is  mentioned, 
refpeClirig  Mafcomy  pond,,  which  lies  partly  in 

Lebanon 
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Lebanon  and  partly  in  Enfield,  and  vents  into 
Connecticut  river.  It  is  about  five  miles  in 
length,  and  one  in  breadth;  its  depth  is  from 
thirty  to  forty  fathoms.  The  furrounding 
land  bears  evident  marks  that  the  furface  of 
this  pond  was  once  thirty  or  forty  feet  high- 
er than  its  prefent  level.  By  what  caufe  the 
alteration  was  made,  and  at  what  time,  is  un- 
known ;  but  appearances  indicate  a  fudder* 
rupture,  there  being  no  fign  of  any  margin  be- 
tween its  former  and  prefent  height.  About 
a  mile  diftant  from  its  outlet,  there  is  a  de- 
clivity of  rocks,  forty  feet  higher  than 
the  ftream,  as  it  now  runs.  By  the  fituation 
of  thefe  rocks,  it  appears  that  they  were  once 
a  fall,  over  which  the  water  flowed ;  but  it 
has  now  made  for  itfelf  a  very  deep  channel, 
through  folid  earth,  nearly  a  mile  in  length, 
where  it  feems  confined  for  futurity.* 

In  the  townlliip  of  Atkinfon,   '  in  a  large 
4  meadow,  there  is  an  ifland,  containing  {even 

*  or  eight  acres,  which  was  formerly  loaded 
4  with  valuable  pine  timber,  and  other  forefi: 
■  wood.     When   the  meadow  is  overflowed, 

*  by  means  of  an  artificial  dam,  this  ifland  rif- 
4  es  in  the  fame  degree  as  the  water  rifes, 
4  which  is  fometimes  fix  feet.  Near  the  mid- 
4  die  of  this  ifland,  is  a  fmall  pond,  which  has 
f  been  gradually  leffening  ever  fince  it  was 

*  known,  and  is  now  almoil  covered  writh  ver- 

dure. 

*  MS.  Letter  of  the  Hon.  Eiifha  Payne,   Efq. 
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*■  dure.  In  this  place,  a  pole  of  fifty  feet  has 
'  difappeared,  without  finding  a  bottom.  hv 
'■'  the  water  of  that  pond,  there  have  been  filh 

*  in  plenty ;   which  when  the  meadow  hatlv 

*  been  flowed,  have  appeared  there,  and  when 

*  the  water  hath  been  drawn  off,  have  been 
1  left  on  the  meadow  ;  at  which  time  the  illand 
-  fettles  to  its  ufual  ftate.3* 

In  the  town  of  Rye,  there  was  formerly  a 
frelh  pond,  covering  about  one  hundred  and' 
fifty  acres;  fituate 'within  ten  or  fifteen  rods  of 
the  fea,  being  feparated  from  it  by  a  bank  of 
fand.  A  communication  was  opened  between 
this  pond  and  the  fea,  in  the  year  171 9,  by 
which  means  the  freili  water  was  drawn  oft, 
and  the  place  is  regularly  overflowed  by  the 
tide,  and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.-f* 
'  'Within  this  prefent  year  (1791)  a  canal  has 
been  cut  through  the  marflies,  which  opens  an 
inland  navigation,  from  Hampton,  through 
Salifbury,  into  Merrimack  river,'  for  about 
eight  miles.  By  this  paffage,  loaded  boats 
may  be  conducted  with  the  utmoit  eafe  arid' 


*  MS.  letter  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Peabody. 
-V  MS.  letter  of  Rev.  ,Mr.  Porter. 
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CHAP.      VI. 

Remarks  on  the  Forejl,  Manner  of  Surveyings 
'  making  Roads,  and  travelling. 

OTWITHSTANDING  the  gloomy  ap- 
pearance of  an  American  foreft,  yet  a 
contemplative  mind  may  find  in  it  many  fub- 
jects  of  entertainment.  The  moft  obvious  re- 
mark, is  the  filence  which  reigns  through  it. 
In  a  calm  day,  no  found  is  heard  but  that  of 
running  water,  or  perhaps  the  chirping  of  a 
fquirrel,  or  the  fqualling  of  a  jay.  Singing 
birds  do  not  frequent  the  thick  woods  ;  but  in 
every  opening,  made  by  the  hand  of  cultiva- 
tion, their  melody  is  delightful. 

Another  thing,  worthy  of  obfervation,  is  the 
aged  and  majeftic  appearance  of  the  trees,  of 
which  the  moft  noble  is  the  maft  pine.  This 
tree  often  grows  to  the  height  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  fometimes  two  hundred  feet. 
It  is  ftraight  as  an  arrow,  and  has  no  branches 
but  very  near  the  top.  It  is  from  twenty  to 
forty  inches  in  diameter  at  its  bafe,  and  appears 
like  a  ftately  pillar,  adorned  with  a  verdant  cap- 
ital, in  form  of  a  cone.  Interfperfed  among 
thefe,  are  the  common  foreft  trees,  of  various 
kinds-,  whofe  height  is  generally  about  fixty 
F  or 
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or  eighty  feet.  In  fwamps,  and  near  rivers, 
there  is  a  thick  growth  of  underwood,  which 
renders  travelling  difficult.  On  high  lands,  it 
is  not  fo  troublefome  ;  and  on  dry  plains,  it  is 
quite  inconfiderable. 

Amidft  thefe  wild  and  rugged  fcenes,  it  is 
amuflng  to  obferve  the  luxuriant  fportings  of 
nature.     Trees  are  feen  growing  on  a  naked 
rock  ;    their  roots  either  penetrate  fome  of  its 
crevices,  or  run  over  its  furface,  and  moot  into 
the  ground.     When  a  tree  is  contiguous  to  a 
fmall  rock,  its  bark  will  frequently  inclofe  and 
cover  it.     Branches  of  different  trees,  but  of 
the  fame  fpecies,  fometimes  intertwine,  and  e- 
ven  ingraft  themfelves,  fo  as  to  grow  together 
in  one.     On  fome  trees,  are  found  large  pro- 
tuberant warts,  capable  of  being  formed  into 
bowls,  which  are  very  tough  and  durable.  On 
rocks,  as  well  as  on  trees,  we  find  varieties  of 
niofs  ;   it  fometimes   affumes  a  grotefque  ap- 
pearance, hanging  in  tufts,  like  longhair,  from 
the    branches ;   ox  inclofing  the  trunks  ;    or 
fpreading  over  rocks,  like  a  carpet,  and  ex- 
tending from  one  rock  to  another.     It  is  ob- 
ferved  that  mofs  is  thicker!  on  the  north  fides 
of  trees.  By  this  mark  the  favages  know  their 
courfe  in  cloudy  weather,  and  many  of  our  hunt- 
ers have  learned  of  them,  to  travel  without  a 
compafs . 

In  laying  out  roads,  and  lines  of  townfhips, 
it  is  ufual  for  the  furveyor  to  make  large  meas- 
ure. 
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ure,  of  which,  however,   there  is  no  certain 
ftandard.     Some  allow  one  in  thirty,  for  the 
fwagging  of  the  chain.    The  length  of  a  man's 
arm  to  every  half  chain,  has  been  allowed  for 
inequality  of  fur  face.     The  half  chain  is  moft 
convenient  in  thick  woods;  but  .fame  have 
very  abfurdly  ufed  a  line ;   and  if  any  allow- 
ance is  made  for  its  contraction  by  moifture, 
it  rnuft  be   arbitrary.      Surveyors    are   often 
fworn  to  go  according  to  their  beft  {kill  and 
judgment ;  this  they  may  do  with  great  fin.cer- 
ity,  and  yet,   for  want  of  better  (kill,  may 
commit  egregious    miftakes.     The  variation 
of  the  needle,  has  not  in  general  been  attended  to 
with  that  caution  which  it  demands ,  and  from 
this  negligence,  many  errors  have  arifen.    It  was 
once  propofed,  in  the  General  Affembly,  that 
durable  monuments  mould  be  erected  in  con- 
venient places,  on  a  true  meridian ;   by  which 
all  furveyors  mould  be  obliged  to  regulate  their 
compaffes ;   few  of  them,  at  that  time,  being 
Ikilled  in  the  method  of  finding  the  variation 
by  the  fun's  amplitude  ;  but  the  propofal  was 
rejected. 

The  manner  of  making  a  new  road,  through 
the  wildernefs,  is  this  :  Firft,  a  furveyor  and 
his  party,  with  the  compafs  and  chain,  ex- 
plore the  country,  and  where  they  find  the  land 
fuitable  for  a  road,  the  trees  are  fpotted,  by 
cutting  out  a  piece  of  the  bark,  and  at  the  end 
Fa  of 
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of  every  mile  the  number  is  marked  on  the 
neareft  tree.  Then  follow  the  axe-men,  who 
clear  away  the  bufhes  and  fell  the  trees,  in  a 
fpace  of  three  rods  wide,  cutting  them  as  near 
as  poffible  to  the  ground,  that  the  ftumps  may 
not  impede  travelling;  and  if  the  trees  are 
very  long,  they  cut  them  again,  into  fuch 
lengths,  as  that  the  teamfters ,  by  the  help  of 
chains  and  oxen,  may  draw  them  out  of  the 
way.  In  wet  land,  the  trees  thus  felled,  or 
others  which  are  proper,  are  formed  into  caufe- 
ways  and  bridges.  Rocks  are  either  turned 
out  of  the  road,  or  fplit  by  gunpowder,  or 
heated  by  fire  and  then  foftened  by  water. 

Roads  are  not  brought  to  perfection  at  once, 
efpecially  in  rocky  and  hilly  land ;  but  after 
the  firfV  operations ,  they  are  paffable  for  fingle 
horfes  and  teams  of  oxen.  As  the  earth  is 
opened  to  the  fun,  many  wet  places  are  dried, 
and  brooks  are  contracted  ;  and  as  the  land  is 
more  and  more  cleared,  fmaller  ftreams  difap- 
pear.  The  beft  kind  of  land  for  roads  is  where 
the  pitch  pine  grows  ;  this  is  generally  level, 
or  if  not  perfectly  (o,  yet  always  dry.  The 
foil  is  fandy  or  gravelly  ;  the  trees  are  fparfe ; 
and  the  under  growth  confifts  of  brakes,  fern 
and  whortle  bufhes,  which  are  eafilv  fubdiied ; 

Jr. 

but  this  kind  of  land  is  not  profitable.  The 
beft  land  for  cultivation,  is  a*  deep  loamy  foil, 
which  makes  miry  roads,  and  needs  much  la- 

bor 
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bor  to  be  bellowed'  on  bridges  and  caufeways. 
For  croffing  fmall  ftreams,  the  beaver  dams 
are  found  very  fafe  and  convenient.  They  are 
about  three  or  four  feet  wide  at  the  top,  which 
is  on  a  level  with  the  water  above,  and  is  al- 
ways firm  and  folid.  New  roads,  therefore, 
are  frequently  laid  out  fo  as  to  fave  expenfe, 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  labor  of  that  ufeful 
animal. 

When  a  road  is  constantly  ufed,  the  fc-&t  of 
horfes  and  cattle  keep  down  the  growth  of 
bullies,  which  fprout,  with  great  luxuriance, 
from  the  roots  of  felled  trees ;  but  if  the  road 
be  neglected,  thefe  young  lhoots  render  travell- 
ing extremely  inconvenient ;  and  it  is  more 
difficult  to  clear  them  a  fecond  time.  Men 
who  are  ufed  to  handle  the  axe,  had  rather  at- 
tack a  fturdy  tree  than  hack  the  bullies.  High 
winds  frequently  blow  up  large  trees  by  the 
roots,  or  break  them  off  above  the  ground. 
Thefe  wind-fallen  trees  often  prove  a  great  ob- 
struction .  to  new  roads ;  a  iingle  hone  may 
find  his  way  over  or  round  them;  but  if  a  team 
is  to  pafs,  the  obstruction  muft  be  removed  by 
the  axe,  for  wThich  reafon,  the  drivers  of  teams 
are  never  unprovided  with  this  neceifary  in- 
ftrument. 

The  expenfe  of  making  and  keeping  roads 
in  repair,  is  generally  borne  by  the  proprietors 
and  inhabitants  of  the  towns  through  which 
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they  pafs;  though,  in  fome  inftances,  new 
roads  have  been  explored  and  laid  out,  at  the 
public  expenfe.  In  each  incorporated  town, 
the  law  requires  that  furveyors  of  highways  be 
annually  chofen,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is,  to  pre- 
vent or  remove  obftrudiions  ;  to  keep  roads 
and  bridges  in  repair ;  and  to  call  upon  the 
inhabitants  for  their  refpective  quotas  of  labor 
or  expenfe.  Thefe  officers  are  in  veiled  with 
fufficient  power  to  anfwer  the  beneficial  end 
of  their  appointment;  and  in  cafe  of  failure, 
they,  or  the  towns,  are  liable  to  be  prefented 
by  the  grand  inqueft  of  the  county.  It  was 
formerly  the  cuftom,  for  thofe  who  were  at 
work  on  the  highways,  to  invite  paffengers  to 
drink,  and  expecl:  a  gratuity  in  return ;  but  this 
beggarly  practice  is  almoft  entirely  abolifhed. 
Horfes  are  the  only  beafts  ufed  for  riding  ; 
though,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, mules  might  be  more  ferviceable,  if  the 
breeding  of  them  were  introduced.  In  travell- 
ing the  roads  along  Connecticut  river,  which 
are,  in  many  places,  both  fteep  and  clayey,  it 
is  ufual,  at  all  feafons,  if  the  weather  be  wet, 
to  have  the  fhoes  of  horfes  turned  with  fliarp 
points.  This  is  univerfally  practifed  in  win- 
ter, when  the  earth  is  covered  with  ice  and 
fnow.  Oxen  are  alfo  then  (hod  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  a  deep  fnow  has  obftruded 
the  roads,  they  are  in  fome  places  opened  by 

an 
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an  inftrument  called  a  fnow  plough.  It  is 
made  of  planks,  in  a  triangular  form,  with 
two  fide  boards  to  turn  the  fnow  out  on  either 
hand.  This  inftrument  is  drawn  by  a  large 
number  of  oxen,  and  loaded  with  as  many- 
people  as  can  ftand  on  it,  w^hofe  weight  makes 
a  hard  and  level  path.  When  fuch  an  inftru- 
ment is  not  at  hand,  a  fled  turned  upfide  down 
anfwers  the  purpofe,  though  not  fo  effectually. 
Thefe  operations  are  conducted  by  the  furvey- 
ors  of  highways,  who  direct  the  fnow  path  to 
be  made  either  in  the  common  road,  or  through 
fields  ;and  other  inclofures,  as  neceffity  re- 
quires. 

In  travelling  through  New-Hamplhire, 
there  are  now  few  places  fo  remote  from  pub- 
lic houfes,  or  hofpitable  inhabitants,  as  to  o- 
blige  the  traveller  to  lodge  in  the  wroods  ;  but 
when  this  happens,  either  by  neceffity  or  choice, 
a  temporary  hut  may  be  conftrudted,  in  an 
hour,  by  a  perfon  furnifhed  with  an  axe.  For 
this  purpofe  a  dry  fituation  is  chofen,  as  near 
as  may  be  to  running  water.  The  bark  of 
hemlock  or  fpruce  is  peeled,  in  pieces  of  three 
or  four  feet  long,  and  flatted ;  two  or  three 
upright  crotches  are  fet  in  the  ground,  on 
which  a  pole  is  fixed  horizontally ;  from  the 
pole  are  laid  other  fticks,  in  a  Hoping  pofition, 
to  the  ground;  on  thefe  are  laid  the  flatted 
pieces  of  bark,  each  lapped  over  the  other,  in 

the 
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the  form  of  fhingles  :  Under  this  fhed,  other 
pieces  of  bark  are  laid  on  the  ground,  for  a 
floor,  on  which  are  ftrewed  fmall  twigs  for  a 
carpet.  Before  the  open  fide  of  the  hut,  is 
made  a  large  fire,  toward  which  the  traveller 
places  his  feet,  and  being  wrapped  in  a  blank- 
et, he  paffes  the  night  very  comfortably, 
though,  if  the  wind  be  unfavorable,  he  may 
be  fomewhat  incommoded  by  fmoke.  He  is 
in  no  danger  from  wild  beafts,  who  never 
venture  to  approach  a  fire.  People  who  are 
ufed  to  the  w^oods,  do  not  always  give  them- 
felves  the  trouble  to  build  a  hut;  but  lie 
wrapped  in  their  blanket  by  a  fire ;  or,  in  foul 
weather,  fpread  their  blanket  on  flicks,  and  lie 
under  it. 

Within  thefe  laft  twenty  years,  the  country 
has  been  much  improved  in  refpect  to  roads ; 
and  the  communication  between  the  diftant 
parts  of  it  is  become,  in  a  great  ijieafure,  eafy 
and  commodious.  Much,  however,  remains 
to  be  done,  efpecially  in  the  weftern  and  north- 
ern parts  of  the  State.  Connecticut  river  is 
fo  nearly  parallel  to  the  eaftern  coaft  of  New- 
England,  as  to  preferve  almoft  the  fame  dis- 
tance from  the  fea,  which  is  generally  from 
eirfitv  to  one  hundred  miles.  The  towns  fit- 
uate  on  that  river  communicate  with  the  mar- 
itime towns,  by  different  roads.  Thofe  in 
the  fouthweftern  quarter  of  the  State  generally 

carry 
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carry  their  produce  to  Bofton.  Roads  have 
been  opened  from  Dartmouth  College,  and  the 
lower  Cohos ,  to  Portsmouth ;  and  the  eitab- 
lifhment  of  a  communication,  by  water  carri- 
age, acrofs  Winipifeogee  lake,  has  been  con- 
templated. 

The  towns  above  the  lower  Cohos,  have 
as  yet  no  convenient  roads,  directly  to  the  fea 
coaft.  The  immenfe  mountains  between  the 
rivers  Saco  and  Connecticut,  are,  in  moft  plac- 
es, inacceffible  ;  and  where  a  communication 
is  opened,  tranfportation  is  necelTarily  very  dif- 
ficult. The  people  on  the  upper  branches  of 
Saco  river,  find  their  neareft  market  at  Port- 
land, in  Cafco  bay  ;  and  thither  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  towns  of  the  upper  Cohos  have  re- 
forted.  But  from  a  furvey  made  in  1782,  by 
Dummer'  Sewall,  Efq.  it  was  found,  that  a 
road  from  Northumberland,  on  Connecticut 
river,  to  the  head  of  navigation  in  Kennebec 
river,  is  very  practicable.  The  diilance  is  be- 
tween eighty  and  ninety  miles ;  and  for  a 
third  part  of  that  diftance  from  Kennebec, 
there  are  already  roads  and  fettlements. 

The  line  which  divides  the  northern  part  of 
New-Hamplhire,  from  the  eaftern  counties  of 
Mafiachufetts,  York  and  Cumberland,  is  an 
Jibfurd  and  unnatural  boundary .  The  eftablifh- 
ment  of  it  originated  in  a  narrow,  feliilh  poli- 
cy ;  but  as  the  true  intereft  of  the  country  is 

now 
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now  better  underftood,  and  more  liberal  fenti- 
meats  prevail,  it  appears  to  many  attentive  ob~ 
fervers,  that  the  whole  extent  of  territory, 
between  the  upper  part  of  Connecticut  river 
on  the  weft,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  as  far  as 
Kennebec  on  the  eaft,  and  as  far  northward  as 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  is  formed  by 
nature,  to  have  a  connexion  and  dependence^ 
which  may  be  rendered  mutually  beneficial  to 
the  maritime  and  inland  parts.  How  far  the 
benefit  may  be  promoted,  by  an  union  of 
jurifdiclion,  deferves  to  be  considered. 


CHAP. 
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C    H    A   P.     VII. 

Monuments  and  relics  of  the  Indians. 

IN  defcribing  any  country,  it  is  natural  to 
make  fome  inquiry  concerning  the  vefti- 
gies  of  its  ancient  inhabitants.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  original  natives  of  this  part 
of  America,  were  not  ambitious  of  perpetuat- 
ing their  fame  by  durable  monuments .  Their 
invention  was  chiefly  employed  either  in  pro- 
viding for  their  fubfiftence,  by  hunting,  fifh- 
ing  and  planting,  or  in  guarding  againfl:  and 
furprifing  their  enemies.  Their  houfes  and 
canoes  were  conftructed  of  light  and  perifha- 
ble  materials.  Their  mode  of  travelling  wras 
to  take  all  poflible  advantage  of  wrater  carriage, 
and  to  fhorten  diftances,  by  tranfporting  their 
birchen  canoes  acrofs  the  necks  of  land  which 
were  convenient  for  the  purpofe.  Their  man- 
ner of  taking  fifh  was  either  by  entangling 
them  in  wears,  or  dipping  for  them  in  fcoop- 
nets,  or  finking  them  with  fpears.  They 
took  quadrupeds  in  traps  or  pit-falls,  or 
(hot  them,  as  well  as  birds,  with  arrows.  For 
the  conftructicn  of  their  canoes  and  houfes 
they  ufed  hatchets,  chiffels,  and  gouges  of 
ftonc.  To  cook  their  meat,  they  either  broil- 
ed 
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ed  it  on  coals,  or  on  a  wooden  grate,  or  road- 
ed  it  on  a  forked  ftick,  or  boiled  it  in  kettles  of 
ftone.  Their  corn  was  pounded  in  mortars  of 
wood,  with  peftles  of  ftone.  Their  bread 
was  baked  either  on  flat  ftones  fet  before  a 
fire,  or  in  green  leaves  laid  under  hot  afhes. 
Clam-fhelJs  ferved  them  for  fpoons,  and  their 
fingers  for  knives  and  forks.  They  had  no 
fharper  inftruments  than  could  be  formed  of 
ftones,  fhells  and  bones.  Of  thefe  the  two 
Iaft  are  perifhable  by  age ;  but  of  the  firft, 
relics  are  frequently  found  in  the  places  of 
their  former  refidence,  generally  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  water  falls ,  and  other  convenient 
fifhing  places.  The  manner  of  finding  them 
is  by  plowing  or  digging.  The  moft  of  thofe 
which  have  been  difcovered,  have  come  to 
light  by  accident,  and  a  few  only  are  fo  per- 
fect as  to  merit  prefer  vat  ion. 

The  hatchet  is  a  hard  ftone,  eight  or  ten 
inches  in  length  and  three  or  four  in  breadth, 
of  an  oval  form,  flatted  and  rubbed" to  an.edgs 
at  one  end ;  near  the  other  end  is  a  groove  in 
which  the  handle  was  faftened  ;  and  their 
procefs  to  do  it  was  this :  When  the  ftone 
was  prepared,  they  chofe  a  very  young  lap- 
ling,  and,  fplitting  it  near  the  ground,  they 
forced  the  hatchet  into  it,  as  far  as  the  groove, 
and  left  nature  to  complete  the  work  by  the 
growth  of  the  wood,  fo  as  to  fill  the  groove 

and 
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and  adhere  firmly  to  the  ftone.  They  then 
cut  off  the  fapling  above  and  below,  and  the 
hatchet  was  fit  for  life. 

'  The  chiffel  is  about  fix  inches  long  and  two 
inches  wide,  flatted  and  rubbed  lharp  at  one 
end.  It  was  ufed  only  by  the  hand,  for  it 
would  not  bear  to  be  driven.  The  gouge  dif- 
fers from  the  chiffel  only  in  being  hollow  at 
the  edge.  With  thefe  inftruments  they  felled 
trees,  cut  them  into  proper  lengths,  fcooped 
them  out  hollow  for  canoes,  trays,  or  mortars, 
and  fafhioned  them  to  any  fhape  which  they 
pleafed.  To  fave  labor,  they  made  ufe  of 
fire,  to  foften  thofe  parts  of  the  wood  which 
wefe  to  be  cut  with  thefe  imperfect  tools;  and 
by  a  proper  application  of  wet  earth  or  clay, 
they  could  circumfcribe  the  operation  of  the 
fire  at  their  pleafure.* 

Their  peftles  are  long,  cylindrical  or  coni- 
cal ftones,  of  the  heavieft  kind ;  fome  of  which 

have 

*  ;  I  have  feen  a  native  (fays  Roger  Williams)  go  Into  the 
'  woods  with  his  hatchet,  carrying  only  a  bafket  of  corne,  and 
'  ftones  to  ftrike  fire.     When  he  hath  felled  his  tree  (either  a 

*  chefnut  or  a  pine)  he  maketh  him  a  little  hut  or  (hed  of  the 
'  bark  of  it.     He  puts  fire,  and  follows  the  burning  of  it  in 

*  the  rnidft.,  in  many  places.  His  corne  he  boils,  and  hath  the 
'  brookc  by  him,  and  fometimes  angles  for  a  little  fifh.  So 
'  he  continucth  burning  and  hewing,  until  he  hath,  in  ten  or 
(  twelve  days,  finifhed,  and  getting  hands,  launched  his 
1  boat.' 

Beverley,  in  his  hiftory  of  Virginia,  gives  a  fimilar  account 
'  of  the  manner  of  making  canoes,  by  the  Indians  in  that  part 
of  America,  Page  iqS, 
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have  figures,  rudely  wrought,  at  the  end  of 
the  handle. 

Their  kettle  is  nothing  more  than  a  hole,  ei- 
ther natural  or  artificial,  in  a  large  ftone  ;  but 
their  mode  of  boiling  in  it  would  not  readily 
occur  to  a  perfon  who  had  ken  a  kettle  ufed 
no  other  way  than  wTith  a  fire  under  it.  Their 
fire  was  made  by  the  iide  of  the  kettle,  and  a 
number  of  fmall  Hones  were  heated.  The 
kettle  being  filled  with  water,  and  the  food 
placed  in  it,  the  hot  ftones  were  put  in,  one 
after  another,  and  by  a  dextrous  repetition  of 
this  procefs,  the  meat  or  fiih  was  boiled. 

Of  arrow-heads  there  is  found  a  greater 
number  than  of  any  other  inftrurnent ;  and 
they  are  of  all  iizes  from  one  to  five  inches  in 
length  ;  pointed  and  jagged,  wTith  a  notch  on 
each  fide,  at  the  lower  end,  to  bind  them  to 
the  fhaft,  the  end  of  which  was  fplit  to  let  in 
the  head.  Children  were  early  taught  the 
life  of  the  bow,  and  many  of  the  arrows-heads 
which  are  found  feem  to  have  been  fit  only 
for  their  ufe. 

Another  implement  of  ftone  is  found,  the 
ufe  of  which  is  to  us  undetermined.  It  is 
fhaped  like  a  pear,  with  a  neck,  and  was  prob- 
ably fufpended  by  a  firing,  Some  fuppofe 
it  was  hung  to  a  net,  and  that  many  of  them 
placed  at  the  lower  edge  ferved  the  purpofe  of 
weights  to  fink  it. 

Some 
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»    Some   fpecirnens   of  fculpture   have  been 

found,  but  they  are  not  common.    In  the  mu- 

feum  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 

there  is  an  imitation  ol  the  head  of  a  ferpent,  at 

the  end  of  a  long  ftone  peftle,  found  at  Wells, 

in  the  county  of  York.    There  is,  in  the  pof- 

fefiion  of  a  gentleman  in  New-Hampfhire,  a 

piece  of  bone,  on  which  is  engraven  the  buit  of 

a  man,  apparently  in  the  agonies   of  death. 

The  countenance  is  favage,   and  the  work  is 

well  executed.     This  bone,   with  the  figure 

on  it,  was  found  at  the  fhore  of  the  little  bay, 

in  the  river  Pafcataqua. 

In  the  nlaces  of  their  habitations  are  fome- 
i. 

times  found  circular  hearths  of  flat  ftones, 
which  were  laid  in  the  middle  of  their  wig- 
wams. Their  mode  of  lodging  was  with 
their  feet  to  the  fire.  This  cuftom  is  adopted 
by  people  who  lie  abroad  in  the  woods,  and 
by  others  at  home.  It  is  accounted  both  a 
preventive  and  a  remedy  for  a  cold. 

The  cellars  in  which  they  preferved  their1 
corn,  are  fometimes  difcovered  in  the  new  fet- 
tlements,  and  their  graves  are  frequently  feen. 
Moft  of  the  'fkeletons  appear  to  be  in  a  fitting 
pofture,  and  lome  remains  of  the  inftruments- 
which  were  fuppofed  neceiTary  to  their  fub- 
iiflence,  ornament  or  defence  in  the  ' '  country 
of  fouls,"  are  found  with  them;  particularly 
the  fione  pipe  for  fmokifig  tobacco,  of  which 

there 
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there  are  feveral  varieties.  In  a  piece  of  in-r 
tervale  land  near  the  Oifapy  ponds,  is  a  tumu- 
lus or  mound  of  earth,  overgrown  with  pine, 
in  which,  at  the  depth  of  two  feet,  feveral 
fkeletons  have  been  difcovered,  buried  wTith 
the  face  downward.*  At  Exeter,  about  two 
years  ago,  the  remains  of  an  infant  fkeleton 
were  dug  up.  It  was  in  a  perpendicular  pofi- 
tion,  and  had  been  inclofed  with  a  hollow  log. 
Some  firings  of  wampum  wrere  found  near  it, 
and  feveral  fpoons,  apparently  of  European 
manufacture. 

The  remains  of  their,  fields  are  ftill  vifible 
in  many  places;  thefe  were  not  extenfive,  and 
the  hills  which  they  made  about  their  corn 
ftalks  were  fmall.  Some  pieces  of  baked 
earthen  w^are  have  been  found  at  Sanborn-town 
and  GofFs-town,  from  which  it  is  fuppofed 
that  the  Indians  had  learned  the  potter's  art ; 
but  of  what  antiquity  thefe  remnants  are,  and 
whether  manufactured  by  them  or  not,  is  un- 
certain. 

The  jpaths  which  ferved  them  for  carrying 
places  between  rivers,  or  different  parts  of  the 
fame  river,  are  frequently  difcovered,  in  the 
cutting  of  roads ,  or  laying  out  of  new  to wn- 
ihips.  Probably  fome  hints  might  be  taken 
from  this  circumftance,  to  expedite  and  facili- 
tate our  inland  navigation. 

In 

*  MS.  letter  of  Wentworth  Chefwill,  Efq. 
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In  their  capital  fifhing  places,  particularly 
in  great  OlTapy  and  Winipifeogee  rivers,  are 
the  remains  of  their  wears,  conftructed  with 
very  large  ftones.  At  Sanborn-town  there  is 
the  appearance  of  a  fortrefs  confifting  of  five 
diftinft  walls,  one  within  the  other,  and  at 
Hinfdale  there  is  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
but  thefe  are  vaftly  inferior,  both  in  defign  and 
execution  to  the  military  works  found  in  the 
country  of  the  Senekas  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Ohio. 

I  have  heard  of  two  fpecimens  of  an  Indian 
Gazette,  found  in  New-Hampfhire.  One 
was  a  pine  tree,  on  the  more  of  Winipifeogee 
river,  on  which  was  depicted  a  canoe,  with 
two  men  in  it.  This  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  a  mark  of  dire&ion  to  thofe  who  might 
come  after. *  The  other  was  a  tree  in  Moul-^ 
tonborough,  Handing  by  a  carrying  place,  be- 
tween two  ponds.  On  this  tree  was  carved 
the  hiftory  of  one  of  their  expeditions.  The 
number  of  the  killed  and  prifoners,  was  rep- 
refented  by  fo  many  human  figures';  the 
former  were  marked  with  the  ffifoke  of  a  knife, 
acrofs  their  throats,  and  even  the  diftinclion 
between  the  males  and  females,  was  pre- 
fer ved.  $ 

Some  of  their  modes  and  cuftoms  have  been 
learned  by  our  own  people,   and  are  ftill  re- 
tained . 

*  Woodman's  MS.  letter.  f  Shavr's  MS',  letter, 
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tained.  In  the  river  Pafcataqua,  lobfters  and 
flat  fifh  are  ftruck  with  a  fpear ;  and  the  befh 
time  for  this  kind  of  fifhin£  is  the  night.  A 
lighted  pitch-knot  is  placed  on  the  outride  of  a 
canoe,  which  not  only  attracts  the  fifh,  but 
gives  the  fifhermen  direction  where  to  ftrike. 
The  river  is  fornetimes  illuminated,  by  a  mul- 
titude of  thefe  floating  lights.  The  Indian 
fcoop-net  is  fhaped  like  a  pocket ;  the  edge  of 
which  is  fattened  to  a  wooden  bow,  at  the  end 
of  a  long  pole.  With  thefe  are  caught  falmon, 
Iliad,  ale wive$,  fmelts  and  lampreys.  Froft* 
fifti  are  taken  with  wooden  tongs,  and  black 
eels  in  cylindrical  bafkets,  with  a  hole,  re- 
fembling  moufe  traps  made  of  wire. 

The  culheag  or  log-trap,  is  ufed  for  taking 
wolves,  bears  and  martins.  Its  flze  varies, 
according  to  the  bulk  or  ftrength  of  the  ani- 
mal. It  is  a  forceps,  compofed  of  two  long 
flicks ,  one  lying  on  the  other,  connected  at  one 
end,  and  open  at  the  other.  Near  the  open 
end  is  made  a  femicircular,  covered  enclofure, 
with  fliort  flakes,  driven  into  the  ground 
on  one  fide  of  the  logs,  which  are  firmly  fe-» 
cured  by  another  flake,  on  the  oppofite  fide. 
In  this  enclofure  is  placed  the  bait,  faftened  to 
a  round  flick,  which  lies  acrofs  the  lower  log, 
the  upper  log  refting  on  the  end  of  a  perpen- 
dicular pointed  flick,  the  other  end  of  which 
is  fet  on  the  round  flick  e     The  animal  having 

fcented 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.        91 

fcented  the  bait,  finds  no  way  to  come  at  it, 
but  by  putting  his  head  between  the  logs.  As 
foon  as  he  touches  the  bait,  the  round  flick,  oa 
which  it  is  fattened,  rolls  ;  the  perpendicular 
gives  way;  the  upper  log  falls,  and  crufh.es 
him  to  death  in  an  inftant,  without  injuring 
his  fkin. 

To  take  martins  i  the  hunters  make  a  great 
number  of  thefe  traps,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a  quarter  or  half  a  mile  from  each  other  ;  they 
fcent  the  whole  fpace  between  the  traps,  by 
drawing  a  piece  of  raw  flefh  on  the  ground  ; 
this  fcent  guides  the  animal  to  the  trap,  which 
is  baited  with  the  fame.  The  hunters  vifit 
the  traps  once  in  a  day,  and  retire  to  their 
camp  with  the  prey.  There  are  two  feafons 
for  this  fpecies  of  hunting,  namely,  in  De- 
cember and  March. 

Beavers  are  taken  in  iron  fpring  traps.  The 
Indians  have  learned  to  life  thefe  traps,  in  pref- 
erence to  their  own. 

The  ufe-  of  fnow-fhoes  was  learned  at  firfT: 
from  them.  The  fbape  and  conftruftion  of 
them  are  well  known.  The  ftick  which  pro- 
jects behind  ad: s  as  a  fpring,  and  fets  the  man 
forward  at  every  ftep  ;  by  which  means ,  one 
who  is  ufed  to  this  mode  of  travelling,  can 
walk  on  the  fnow,  more  expeditiouily  than  on 
the  ground. 

We  are  indebted  to  them,  for  the  method  of 

preferving  the  flefh  of  animals  in  fnow.    This 

G  %  is 
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is  very  ufeful  to  people  who  raife  or  buy  large 
quantities  of  poultry  for  the  market.  They 
fill  the  hollow  parts,  and  pack  them  in  a  cafk 
with  fnow  ;  which,  whilft  it  remains  undif- 
folved,  preferves  the  flefti  in  its  original  fweet- 
nefs.  The  Indians  had  another  way  of  pre- 
ferving  fleih,  by  cutting  it  from  the  bone,  and 
drying  it  in  fmoke  ;  but  this  is  now  feldom 
ufed,  unlefs  the  meat  has  been  previoufly  cur- 
ed with  fait,  the  ufe  of  which,  was  unknown 
to  the  favages. 

Their  mode  of  catching  ducks,  is  ftill  ufed 
in  thofe  places  where  this  fpecies  of  game 
abounds.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  old 
ducks  fhed  their  feathers,  and  the  young,  be- 
ing unfledged,  are  not  able  to  fly.  During 
this  period  they  fwim  on  the  water,  and  may 
be  driven  into  fmall  creeks,  whence  they  can- 
not efcape.  They  are  then  eafily  caught  in 
great  numbers,  and  preferved  for  winter  by 
fait  or  fmoke. 

We  have  alfo  learned  from  the  natives,  to 
drefs  leather  with  the  brains  of  the  animal, 
which  render  it  extremely  foft  and  pliable. 
They  have  an  art  of  dying  hair  in  various  col- 
ors, which  are  bright  and  permanent.  I 
know  not  whether  they  have  communicated 
this  knowledge. 

Some  of  their  modes  of  cookery  have  been 
adopted,  and  are  retained.     Their  roafted  and 

boiled 
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boiled  ears  of  green  corn,  their /amp  and  homo- 
ny,  which  confift  of  corn  bruifed  and  foaked  or 
boiled,  their  nokehike,  which  is  corn  parched 
and  pounded,  their  fuckatajlo,  which  is  a  mix- 
ture of  corn  and  beans  boiled,  are  much  ufed, 
and  very  palatable.  One  of  the  moil  delicate 
of  their  dimes  was  the  upaquontop^  or  the  head 
of  abafs  boiled,  and  the  broth  thickened  with 
homony.  The  lip  of  a  moofe,  and  the  tail  of 
a  beaver,  prepared  in  this  manner,  were  among 
their  greateft  luxuries. 

Their  cultivation  was  extremely  imperfect. 
The  only  objects  of  it  were  corn,  beans, 
pumpkins  and  fquafhes,  wThich  were  planted 
by  their  women,  with  the  aid  of  no  inftru- 
ments  but  ilones  and  clam-fhells ;  and  no 
manure  but  fifli.  Yet,  their  judgment  of  the 
proper  feafon  for  planting,  cannot  be  amended. 
It  was  when  the  leaves  of  the  white  oak  are  as 
big  as  the  ear  of  a  moufe.  Their  method  of 
girdling  trees  to  kill  them,  that  the  land 
might  be  opened  for  planting,  is  ufed  by  fome 
people  in  their  firft  effays  of  husbandry.  It  is 
not  only  a  lazy  fafhion  and  quite  inexeufeable 
where  axes  may  be  had,  but  the  ground  needs 
clearing  as  often  as  the  trees  or  branches  are 
broken  off  by  the  wind. 

The  virtues  of  many  herbs,  roots  and  barks, 
with  which  the  country  abounds,  were  well 
known  to  the  natives,  and  fome  traditionary 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  this  kind  has  been  preferved, 
though  much  is  loft  for  want  of  a  mqre  cer- 
tain mode  of  prefervation  than  human  memo- 
ry.    Some  of  their  medicinal  operations  are 
itill  pradlifed  ;  but  moft  of  them  a?e  difufed, 
being    fuperfeded  by   profeffional    improve- 
ments.   They  raifed  a  blifter  by  burning  fynk 
qx  touchwood   on  the  fkim     They   applied 
roots,  boiled  foft,  in  the  form  of  a  poultice  to 
the  throat  or  other  parts,  when  fwelled  or  in- 
flamed.    They  relieved  a  perfon  chilled  with 
cold,  by  pouring  warm  water  down  the  throat. 
They  attempted  the  cure  of  fevers  by  fweating 
in  a  covered  hut,   with  the  fteam  of  water 
poured  on  hot  ftones,  and  then  plunging  into 
cold  wrater.     For  pains  in  the  limbs  they  had 
another  mode  of  fweating.     A  number  of  fods 
were  heated,  and  the  patient,   wrapped  in  a 
mat,    was   laid   on    fome  and   covered  with 
others,  till  the  heat  of  the  turf  was  fuppofed  to 
have  extracted  the  pain.     The  offices  of  phy- 
fician  and  priefb  were  united  in  the  fame  per- 
fon,  and  a  variety  of  myfterious  rites  accom- 
panied his  operations. 

They  had  a  knowledge  of  poifons  and  anti- 
dotes, and  could  fo  prepare  themfdves,  that 
the  moft  venemous  ferpents  would  avoid 
them,  or  prove  harmlefs  in  their  hand^.  This 
knowledge  has  feldom  been  communicated  f 
and  is.  always  treated  as  myfterious. 

I  wifh. 
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I  wifh  it  could  not  be  faid,  that  fome  of 
their  fuperftitious  notions  have  been  transfer- 
red and  propagated*  The  idea  that  lonely 
mountains  and  rocks  are  inhabited  by  de- 
parted fpirits,  and  other  invifible  and  imagina- 
ry beings,  is  not  yet  worn  out.  Certain 
charms  and  fpells,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
effectual  prefer vatives,  or  cures  in  cafes  of 
witchcraft,  are  ftill  in  ufe  among  the  vulgar  % 
though  perhaps  fome  of  thefe  traditions  may 
owe  their  origin  to  the  fuperftition  of  our  Eu- 
ropean anceftors,  defcended  from  the  remoter 
favages  of  Britain,  Ireland  and  Germany* 
Thefe  notions,  however  pitied  by  fome,  and 
ridiculed  by  others,  are  ftill  deeply  engraven 
on  the  minds  of  many,  and  are  maintained 
with  an  inflexibility  which  would  do  them 
honor  if  the  caufe  wrere  worthy  of  defence.  So 
ftrong  are  thefe  impreffions,  that  the  fame 
perfons,  whofe  intrepidity  in  fcenes  of  real 
danger  is  unqueftionable,  often  render  them- 
felves  miferable  by  the  apprehenfion  of  evils, 
which  exift  only  in  their  imagination. 


2  H  A  t . 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

ForeJ}-trees>  and  other  Vegetable  productions. 

FEW  perfons  in  this  country,  have  ftudied 
natural  hiftory  as  a  fcience,  and  of  thofe 
who  have  a  tafte  for  inquiries  of  this  kind, 
none  have  had  leifure  to  purfue  them,  to  the 
extent  which  is  de fire  able.  In  the  defcription 
of  an  American  State,  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able not  to  take  notice  of  its  natural  produc- 
tions. With  much  diffidence  I  enter  on  this 
part  of  my  work,  feniible  that  my  knowledge 
of  the  fubjecT:  is  imperfect,  yet,  defirous  of 
contributing  fome thing,  to  promote  a  branch 
of  fcience,  now  in  its  infancy;  but  for  which 
there  is  an  ample  field  of  inquiry.* 

Elm  [ulmus  americana.}  Of  this  tree 
there  is  but  one  fpecies ,  of  which  there  are  two 
varieties,  the  white  and  the  red.  The  inner 
rind  of  both  is  ftringy  and  tough,  and  is  fre- 
quently ufed  for  the  bottoms  of  chairs,  and 
for  bed-cords.     The  wood  is  not  eafily  fplit 

and 

*  For  the  arrangement  of  the  fcveral  articles  in  the  botan- 
ical and  zoological  chapters,  for  their  generic  and  fpecific 
names,  and  for  fome,  of  the  observations  on  their  nature, 
and  properties,  I  am  indebted  to  the  friendly  aftiftance  of  the 
"  Rev.  Dr.  Manaiich  Cutler,  of  Ipfwich,  and  Mr.  William 
Dandridgc  Peck,  of  Kittery. 
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and  therefore  ferves  for  the  naves  of  wheels. 
The  bark  of  the  white  elm  is  ufed  medicinally 
for  the  gravel.  The  European  elm  {ulmus 
campeftris)  is  fo  far  naturalized  as  to  propa- 
gate itfelf  in  copfes . 

Sassafras  [laurus  JaJJlifras)  is  common- 
ly found  in  moift  land.  It -does,  not,  in  this 
State,  grow  to  a  large  fize.  Its  root,  bark  and 
leaves  have  an  aromatic  fmell.  It  affords  a 
valuable  ingredient  for  beer  as  well  as  for 
medicinal  purpofes.  The  wood  makes  hand- 
fome  bedfteads,  and  it  is  faid  that  bugs  will 
not  be  found  in  them  for  feveral  years.  The 
Spice-wood  {laurus  benzoin)  or  as  it  is  com- 
monly called  Fever-bush,  is  another  fpecies 
of  the  laurus,  common  in  New-Hampfhire. 
It  is  more  aromatic  than  the  faffafras,  In  the 
weftern  country,  its  fruit  and  bark  are  ufed  as 
a  fubftitute  for  pimento. 

Wild  Cherp.y.  Of  this  we  have  many 
fpecies  ;  but  they  have  not  been  well  arrang- 
ed, and  properly  diftinguifhed.  They  are 
very  numerous  in  land  which  has  been  newly 
cleared,  if  not  kept  down  by  culture.  The 
wood  of  the  largeft  cherry-tree  (prunus  vir- 
giniana)  is  very  highly  efteemed  in  cabinet 
work,  being  of  a  firm  texture,  afmooth  grain, 
and  a  beautiful  colour,  between  red  and  yel- 
low. 

Basswood 
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no)  is  fometimes  fawed  into  boards,  which 
are  very  white,  but  foft,  and  eafily  warped. 

Locust  [robinia \  pfeudo-acacid)  is  excellent 
fewel.  Its  trunk  ferves  for  durable  polls  fet  in 
the  ground,  and  may  be-  fplit  into  trunnels  for 
fhips,  which  are  equal  to  any  wood  for  that 
purpofe.  It  thrives  on  fandy  and  gravelly 
foils,  and  its  leaves  enrich  them.  For  thefe 
reafons,  the  cultivation  of  the  locuft  has  been 
thought  an  objecT:  worthy  of  attention,  efpec- 
ially  as  it  is  a  tree  of  quick  growth.  For  fev- 
eral  years  paft  it  has  been  injured  by  a  beetle- 
infecT:,  which  bores  a  hole  through  its  trunk. 
Many  trees  have  been  entirely  killed,  and  this 
circumflance  has  proved  a  difcouragement  to 
their  propagation, 

Birch.  Of  this  we  haye  four  fpecies. 
I.  white  (betula  alba.)  The  bark  of  this 
tree  is  a  fubftance  of  a  lingular  kind,  and  is  per- 
haps- the  only  bark  which  is  lefs  liable  to  rot 
than  the  wood  which  it  inclofes.  The  whole 
interior  fubftance  of  a  fallen  tree,  is  frequently 
found  rotten,  wThilft  the  bark  remains  found. 
This  bark  is  compofed  of  feveral  lamin.de !,  eafily 
feparable,  of  a  firm  confiftence,  thin,  flexible, 
foft  and  fmooth.  It  may  be  written  upon, 
like  paper.  It  is  very  inflammable,  emitting 
a  vivid  flame  and  a  very  denfe,  black  fmoke, 
"which  might  eafily  be  collected  like  lamp- 
black, 
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black.  Of  this  bark  the  Indians  formed  difh- 
es,  boxes,  and  light  portable  canoes,  which 
they  fewed  together  with  flender  but  tough  fil- 
aments of  the  roots  of  fpruce  and  cedar,  ce- 
menting the  joints  with  turpentine.  2.  BLACK 
[betula  nigra.)  The  heart  of  this  tree  is  of  a 
beautiful  brown,  and  is  frequently  fplit  and 
turned.  It  makes  handfome  bedlieads,  chairs 
and  tables.   Much  of  it  is  exported  to  Europe. 

3.  red  or  yellow  {betula  lent  a.}  This  is 
chiefly  ufed  for  fewel,  and  is  muchefteemed. 

4.  alder  [betula  alnus.)  Its  bark  is  much 
employed  in  dying  a  dark  brown.  The 
wood,  when  of  a  proper  fize,  makes  excellent 
charcoal.  It  is  common  in  fwamps  and  by 
the  fide  of  rivers  and  brooks. 

Oak.  Of  this  we  have  four  fpecies  in 
New-Hampftiire.  1.  Black,  [quercus  ni- 
gra?) The  inner  bark  is  ufed  for  tanning. 
The  timber  for  the  keels  of  fhips.  2.  Red, 
{querela  rubra.)  Of  this  fpecies  there  are 
three  varieties.  (1.)  The  red,  which  grows 
fometimes  on  high  and  dry  land,  but  delights 
in  a  moift  foil,  and  is  generally  found  on  the 
declivities  of  hills  and  borders  of  fwamps. 
The  wood  of  this  tree  is  eafily  riven,  and 
makes  excellent  ftaves  for  molaffes  and  for 
dry  cafks.  (2.)  The  fwanip  oak,  which  is 
found  in  low  wet  places.  It  is  poffefTed  of 
greater  elailicity  than  any  other  oak.     Splints 
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of  this  wood  have  been  fubftituted  for  whale- 
bone. (3.)  Yellow,  which  grows  on  hills  and 
dry  ridges  of  land,  makes  the  beft  of  pipe 
ftaves  and  mip-timber.*  3.  White,  [quercus 
a/ia.)  4.  Shrub  oak.  (quercus  pumila.)  It 
is  found  on  barren  hills  and  plains.  It  pro- 
duces a  gall,  which  is  evidently  the  nidus  of  an 
infect,  and  has  been  ufed  an  ingredient  in  writ- 
ing ink.  There  is  another  oak,  called  the 
chef  nut  or  new-found  oak  ;  but  whether  it  be 
of  a  different  fpecies,  or  a  variety  of  either 
fpecies  above-mentioned,  has  not  been  de- 
termined. 

W  a  lnut.  The  American  fpecies  of  this  ge- 
nus, have  been  confounded  by  botanical  writ- 
ers. There  are  at  leaft  three  in  New-Hamp- 
fliire.  1.  White  or  round  nut  hiccory. 
(Jug/ans  alia.)  Its  fap  is  fweet,  but  does  not 
flow  freely.  Its  wood  is  fmooth  and  tough, 
and  is  much  ufed  for  gun-ftocks,  axe-handles 
and  walking-flicks.  2.  Shag-bark  (Jug/ans 
cineria  ?\)  The  wood  of  this  tree  is  not  fo 
valuble  as  the  white  ;  but  the  fruit  is  prefera- 
ble, 

*.This  arrangement  of  the  oaks  is  fugraeded  bv  Dr.  Cut- 
lcr.  In  common  parlance,  the  oak,  which  is  ufed  for  pipc- 
ftaves  and  iliip  timber,  is  called  the  upland  while  cak;  it  is 
one  of  the  mod  ufeful  and  valuable  trees  of  the  American 
Jforeft. 

+  :  I  am  uncertain  whether  this  be  the  cineria  of  authors, 
'  and  therefore  have  added  the  mark  of  interrogation.  If  it 
*  be  not  the  cinerza[to  which  the  characters  pretty  well  agree) 
1  it  has  no  foecilic  name.'  Dr.  Cutler* 
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We,  being  larger,  and  having  a  fofter  fhell. 
3.  Oil-nut  or  butter-nut.  This  fpecies 
has  been  called,  by  fome  authors,  juglans  alba, 
and  by  others ,  juglans  nigra.  It  differs  fpecif- 
ically  from  both,  and  therefore  Dr.  Cutler 
has  given  it  the  diftinguifhing  name  of  juglans 
catbartica,  expreffive  of  the  peculiar  property 
of  its  bark,  the  extract  of  which  is  one  of  the 
beft  cathartics  in  the  materia  medica.  It  nei- 
ther produces  gripings,  nor  leave,s  the  patient 
coftive,  and  may  be  made  efficacious,  without 
hazard,  by  increaiing  the  dofe.  Its  operation 
is  kind  and  fafe,  even  in  the  moft  delicate 
conftitutions.  It  is  an  excellent  family  medi- 
cine, is  well  adapted  to  hofpitals,  navies  and 
armies.  It  was  much  ufed  by  the  military 
phyficians,  in  the  late  war  ;  and  it  may  become 
a  valuable  article  of  exportation.  It  is  faid  to 
be  one  of  the  beft  antidotes  againft  the  bite  of 
the  rattle-inake.  The  fruit  of  this  tree,  when 
gatheredyoung,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  makes 
an  excellent  pickle.  When  ripe,  it  is  a  fatten- 
ing food  for  fwine.  Its  fhell  is  black,  hard 
and  rough.  Its  kernel  contains  a  large  quan- 
tity of  a  rich  fweet  oil.*     Its    wood  makes 

good 

*  In  the  fouthern  and  weflcrn  parts  of  the  United  States, 
this  tree  is  found  in  very  great  abundance.  The  Indians 
preferved  the  oil  which  they  extracted  from  the  nut.  Of  this 
we  have  an  early  teftrmony  in  the  journal  cf  Fcrdinando  de 
Soto,  A.  D.  1,540.  When  he  came  to  Chiaha,  fituate  near 
the  Apaiachian  mountains,   about  the  latitude  of  34°,  he 

'found 
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good  fencing  fluff ;  and  its  bark,  befides  the 
medicinal  virtues  which  it  poffeffes,  has  a 
quality  of  dying  feveral  ihades  of  grey  and 
black. 

Che s nut.  \fagus cajlaned)  is  chiefly  ufed 
for  fencing;  it  is  itraight,  coarfe  grained,  ea- 
lily  riven  and  very  durable.  It  is  fometimes 
fplit  into  ftaves  and  heading  for  dry  cafks. 

Beeck.  {fagus  fylvatica.)  Of  this  there 
are  three  varieties.  The  white  and  the  red 
are  ufed  as  fewel.  The  black  is  fmall  and 
tough,  and  is  ufed  only  for  withes  and 
fwkehes. 

Hornbeam  [carpinus  betulus)  is  a  fmall 
but  tough  tree,  and  is  ufed  only  for  levers, 
hand  fpikes  and  flakes. 

Button-wood  [platanus  occidentalism  is  a 
large  tree,  but  as  tough  as  the  hornbeam.  It 
is  ufed  for  windlafTes,  wheels  and  blocks. 

Pine,  (pinus)  Of  this  genus  we  have  at 
leaft  feven  fpecies.  i.  The  White  Pine 
(jtinus  Jlrobus)  is  undoubtedly  the  prince  of 
the  American  foreft  in  fize,  age  and  majefty 
of  appearance.  More  of  this  fpecies  have 
been  produced  in  New-Hampfhire,  and  the 
eafiern  counties  of  MafTachufetts  than  in  all 

America 

*  found  great  ftore  of  oil  of  walnuts,  clear  as  butter,  and  of 
(  good  tafte.'  (Purrhas,  vol.  5,  page  1539.)  The  Indians  of 
New-England  extracted  an  oil  from  acorns,  by  boiling  their* 
in  water  with  afhes  of  punk,  or  the  rotten  heart  of  maple. 

Jojfelyn's  voyage. 
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America  befides.  Thefe  trees  have  a  very 
thin  fap,  and  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
maft-pine  from  the  fucceeding  growth  of  the 
fame  fpecies,  which  are  called  faplings.  The 
bloffom  of  this  and  other  pines  appears  about 
the  middle  of  June,  its  farina  is  of  a  bright 
yellow,  and  fo  fubtil  that  it  is  exhaled  with  va- 
por from  the  earth,  afcends  into  the  clouds 
and  falls  with  rain,  forming  a  yellow  fcum  on 
the  furface  of  the  water,  which  the  ignorant 
erroneoufly  call  fulphur  from  the  fimilarity  of 
its  colour. 

When  a  maft  tree  is  to  be  felled,  much 
preparation  is  neceilary.  So  tall  a  ftick  with- 
out any  limbs  nearer  the  ground  than  eighty 
or  a  hundred  feet,  is  in  great  danger  of  break- 
ing in  the  fall.  To  prevent  this,  the  workmen, 
have  a  contrivance  wrhich  they  call  bedding  the 
tree,  which  is  thus  executed.  They  know7  in 
what  direction  the  tree  will  fall ;  and  they  cut 
down  a  number  of  fmaller  trees  wThich  growr  in 
that  direction  ;  or  if  there  be  none,  they  draw 
others  to  the  fpot,  and  place  them  fo  that  the 
falling  tree  may  lodge  on  their  branches  ; 
which  breaking  or  yielding  under  its  preffure, 
render  its  fall  eafy  and  fafe.  A  time  of  deep 
fnow  is  the  moft  favorable  feafon,  as  the  rocks 
are  then  covered,  and  a  natural  bed  is  formed 
to  receive  the  tree.  When  fallen,  it  is  ex- 
amined ?  and  if  to  appearance  it  be  found,  it  is 

cut 
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cut  in  the  proportion  of  three  feet  in  length  to 
every  inch  of  its  diameter,  for  a  mail ;  but  if 
intended  for  a  bow-fprit  or  a  yard,  it  is  cut 
fhorter.  If  it  be  not  found  throughout,  or  if 
it  break  in  falling,  it  is  cut  into  logs  for  the 
faw  mill. 

When  a  maft  is  to  be  drawn,  as  its  length 
will  not  admit  of  its  palling  in  a  crooked  road, 
a  ftraight  path  is  cut  and  cleared  for  it  through 
the  woods.  If  it  be  cut  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  large  river,  it  is  drawn  to  the  bank 
and  rolled  into  the  water,  or  in  the  winter  it 
is  laid  on  the  ice  to  be  floated  away  at  the 
breaking  up  of  the  river  in  the  fpring.  From 
other  fituations  mails  are  now  conveyed 
twenty,  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  landing 
places,  at  the  head  of  the  tide,  and  as  the  dis- 
tance has  increafed,  more  fafe  and  eafy  modes 
of  conveyance  have  been  invented.  Former- 
ly, if  drawn  on  wheels,  the  maft  was  raifed 
by  levers,  and  hung  by  chains  under  the  axle. 
In  this  cafe  it  was  necelTary  to  ufe  very  ftrong 
and  heavy  chains,  and  wheels  of  fixteen  or 
eighteen  feet  in  diameter,  that  the  maft,  in 
palling,  might  be  cleared  from  the  ground, 
which  was  often  encumbered  with  rocks  and 
flumps.  Now,  the  common  wheels  and 
chains  are  ufed,  and  the  large!!  Hick,  by  a 
very  eafy  operation,  is  raifed  on  the  axle.  To 
perform  thi  s,  the  wheels  being  brought  near 

to 
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to  it,  are  canted  j  the  axle  being  fet  in  a  per- 
pendicular pofition,  one  wheel  on  the  ground 
and  the  other  aloft.  The  maft  is  then  rolled 
over  the  rim  and  fpokes  of  the  lower  wheel, 
and  fattened  to  the  axle ;  and  when  it  is  thus 
fixed,  a  chain,  which  is  previoufly  made  faft  to 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  upper  wheel,  is  hooked 
to  a  yoke  of  oxen  j  who,  by  a  jerk,  bring 
down  the  upper  and  raife  the  lower  wheel, 
and  thus  both  are  brought  into  their  proper 
pofition,  with  the  maft  mounted  on  the  axle. 
They  ufe  two  pairs  of  wheels,  one  at  each  end 
of  the  maft;  by  which  means,  it  is  not  galled 
by  fridtion  on  the  ground ;  and  the  draught  is 
rendered  much  eafier  for  the  cattle. 

When  a  maft  is  to  be  drawn  on  the  fnow, 
one  end  is  placed  on  a  fled,  fhorter,  but  higher 
than  the  common  fort,  and  refts  on  a  ftrong 
block,  which  is  laid  acrofs  the  middle  of  the 
fled.  Formerly,  the  butt  end  was  placed 
foremoft,  and  fattened  by  chains  to  the  bars  of 
the  fled,  which  was  attended  by  this  inconve- 
nience ;  that  in  fidelong  ground,  the  ftick  by 
its  rolling  would  overfet  the  fled,  and  the 
drivers  had  much  difficulty  either  to  prevent 
or  remedy  this  difafter,  by  the  help  of  levers 
and  ropes.  The  invention  of  the  fwivel-chain 
precludes  this  difficulty.  One  part  of  this 
chain  is  fattened  to  the  tongue  of  the  fled,  and 
the  other  to  the  fmalleft  end  pf  the  maft,  by 
H  means 
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means  of  a  circular  groove  cut  in  it ;  one 
the  intermediate  links  is  a  fwivel,  which,  by 
its  eafy  turning,  allows  the  ftick  to  roll  from 
fide  to  fide,  without  overturning  the  fled.  In 
defending  a  long  and  fteep  hill,  they  have  a 
contrivance  to  prevent  the  load  from  making 
too  rapid  a  defcent.  Some  of  the  cattle  are 
placed  behind  it  j  a  chain  which  is  attached  to 
their  yokes  is  brought  forward  and  f aliened  to 
the  hinder  end  of  the  load,  and  the  refiftance 
which  is  made  by  thefe  cattle,  checks  the  de- 
fcent. This  operation  is  called  tailing.  The 
moft  dangerous  circumftance,  is  the  palling 
over  the  top  of  a  fharp  hill,  by  which  means, 
the  oxen  which  are  neareft  to  the  tongue  are 
fometimes  fufpended,  till  the  foremoft  cattle 
can  draw  the  maft  fo  far  over  the  hill,  as  to- 
give  them  opportunity  to  recover  the  ground. 
In  this  cafe  the  drivers  are  obliged  to  ufe  much 
"jiidgment  and  carey  to  keep  the  cattle  from 
being  killed.  There  is  no  other  way  to  pre- 
vent this  inconvenience  than  to  level  the  roads. 
The  belt  white  pine  trees  are  fold  for  malts y 
bowfprits  and  yards,  for  large  Ihips.*  Thofe 
of  an   inferior  fize,  partly  unfound,  crooked, 

or 

*  Douglass  [vol.  IT,  p.  53.]  fpeaks  of  a  white  pine,  cut 
near  Dunfcable.  in  1736,  which  was  '  ftraight  and  found,  fev- 
\  en  feet  eight  inches  in  diameter,  at  the  butt  end.'  He  alfo 
lavs,  that  when  'Col.  Partridge'  (formerly  Lieutenant  Gov- 
cvnor  of .  Ncw-Harnpfhire)  'had  the  maft  contrail,  he  lent 
fe  home  a  few  of  38  inches,  and  two  of  42  inches,' 

I  ha-ve 
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or  broken  in  falling,  are  either  fawn  into  planks 
and  boards,  or  formed  into  canoes,  or  cut  into 
bolts  for  the  ufe  of  coopers,  or  fplit  and  fhav- 
ed  into  clapboards  and  fhingles.  Boards  of 
this  wood  are  much  ufed  for  wainfcoting  and 
cabinet  work  ;  it  is  of  fmooth  grain,  and  when 
free  from  knots,  does  no  injury  to  the  tools  of 
the  workmen  ;  but  the  foftnefs  of  its  texture 
fubjects  it  to  fhrink  and  fwell  with  the  weath- 
er. The  fapling  pine,  though  of  the  fame 
fpecies,  is  not  io  firm  and  fmooth  as  the  vete- 
ran  pine  of  the  foreft,  and  is  more  fenfibly  af* 
fected  by  the  weather.  ^e 

I  have  obtained  from  trie  books  of  the  late  contractor, 
Mark  Hunking  Went  worth,  Efq.  deceafed,  the  following 
account  of  the  lize  and  value  of  fuch  fticks  as  he  fent  to  Eng- 
land for  the  ufe  of  the  navy. 


Mc 
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Diameter 

Sterlin  <r 
0 

Diameter 

Sterlirig 
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29 

*& 

30 
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20 
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1        30 
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31 
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21 

18,10 

31 

26, 

32 

56> 

22 

21, 

S2 

29> 

33 

7°5 

23 

25,10 

33 

32, 

34 

9°> 

24 

32, 

34 
25 

37 

40, 
42,10 

45> 
52,10 

N.  B.  It  mufii  be  obferved,  that  all  thefe  were  hewn  into 
the  proper  fhape  before  the  final  dimen lions  were  takenT 
which  determined  their  value. 
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The  flumps  and  roots  of  the  mad  pine  are 
very  durable.  It  is  a  common  faying,  that 
*  no  man  ever  cut  down  a  pine,  and  lived  to 
1  fee  the  flump  rotten/  After  many  years, 
when  the  roots  have  been  loofened  by  the  frofl, 
they  are,  with  much  labor,  cut  and  dug  out 
of  the  ground,  and  being  turned  up  edge  way, 
are  fet  for  fences  to  fields  ;  in  which  ftate  they 
have  been  known  to  remain  found  for  half  a 
century.  A  collection  of  thefe  roots  would 
make  an  impenetrable  abbatis^  which  nothing 
but  fire  could  eafily  deflroy. 

Before  the  revolution,  all  white  pines  (ex- 
cepting thofe  growing  in  any  townfhip  grant- 
ed before  the  twenty-firft  of  September,  1722) 
were  accounted  the  King's  property,  and  heavy 
penalties  wrere  annexed  to  the  cutting  of  them, 
without  leave  from  the  King's  furveyor.  Since 
that  event,  thefe  trees,  like  all  others,  are  the 
property  of  the  landholder. 

(2.)  The  yellow  pine  {j)inus  pinea)  is 
harder  and  heavier  than  the  white,  but  never 
grows  to  the  fame  fize  ;  its  planks  and  boards 
are  ufed  for  the  floors  of  houfes  and  the  decks 
of  fhips. 

(3.)  The  pitch  pine  [pin us  to: da)  is  the 
hardefl  and  heavieft  of  all  the  pines  ;  it  is  fome- 
times  put  to  the  fame  ufes  as  the  yellow  pine ; 
but  at  prefent  the  principal  ufe  of  it  is  for 
feweL     When  burnt  in  kilns,,  it  makes  the 

heft 
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beft  kind  of  charcoal  j  its  knots  and  roots  be- 
ing full  of  the  terebinthine  oil,  afford  a  light 
furpafling  candles  ;  its  foot  is  collected,  and 
ufed  for  lamp  black.  The  making  of  tar 
from  it,  is  now  wholly  dilufed.  Formerly, 
when  it  wras  made,  the  method  was  this.  A 
piece  of  clay  ground  was  chofen  ;  or  if  fuch 
-could  not  conveniently  be  had,  the  earth  was 
paved  with  ftone  or  brick,  in  a  circular  form, 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  raifed 
in  the  middle,  and  a  circular  trench  was  drawn 
round  it,  a  few  inches  in  depth.  The  wood 
being  cut  and  fplit,  was  fet  upright  in  a  coni- 
cal pile,  and  covered  on  every  fide  wTith  fods, 
a  hole  being  left  open  at  the  top,  where  the 
pile  was  fet  on  fire.  The  confined  heat  melt- 
ed the  refinous  juices  of  the  wood,  which 
flowed  out  at  the  bottom  into  the  circular 
trench,  and  wras  conducted,  by  other  gutters, 
to  holes  in  the  earth,  in  which  wrere  fet  bar- 
rels to  receive  it.  Turpentine  is  collected 
from  every  f pedes  of  the  pine,  by  boxing  the 
trees  ;  that  from  the  white  pine  is  the  pureft  ; 
it  fometimes  diftils  from  the  tree  in  beauti- 
fully tranfparent  drops. 

(4.)  The  larch  (pimis  larix)  is  the  only 
tree  of  the  terebinthine  quality  which  fheds 
its  leaves  in  autumn.  Its  turpentine  is  faid  to 
be  the  fame  with  the  Burgundy  pitch. 

(5.)  The 
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(5.)  The  fir  (pinus  balfamea)  yields  a  fine 
balfam,  which  is  contained  in  fmall  blifters  on 
the  exterior  furface  of  its  bark.  This  balfam 
is  ufed  both  as  an  external  and  internal  medi- 
cine. The  wood  is  coarfer,  and  more  brittle, 
than  the  pine,  and  is  feldom  either  hewn  or 
ikwn. 

( 6 . )  O f  s p r u c  e  [pinus  canadenjis)  we  have 
two  varieties,  the  w^hite  and  the  black.  The 
white  fpruce  is  tall  and  (lender,  its  grain  is 
twifting,  and  when  ftripped  of  its  bark,  it  will 
crack  in  a  warm  fun.  It  is  the  world  wood 
for  fewel,  becaufe  of  its  continual  fnapping ; 
in  this  refpect  it  exceeds  hemlock  and  chef- 
nut  ;  both  which  are  remarkable  for  the  fame 
ill  quality.  It  is  fometimes  formed  into  oars 
for  large  boats,  but  is  inferior  to  afTi.  It  is 
often  ufed  for  fpars,  for  fencing  fluff  and  for 
fcaffolding,  for  all  which  purpofes,  its  form 
and  texture  render  it  very  convenient,  as  it  is 
Araight  and  tough ,  and  may  be  had  of  any 
iize  from  two  inches  to  two  feet  in  diameter. 
The  black  fpruce  is  ufed  only  for  beer.  The 
young  twigs  of  it  are  boiled  till  the  bark  may 
eaflly  be  flripped  from  the  wood,  and  being 
fweetened  with  molaffes,  make  one  of  the 
moll  pleafant  and  wholefome  beverages  which 
nature  affords.  Of  this  fpruce,  is  made  the 
eflence,  which  is  as  well  known  in  Europe  as 
in  Attierica, 

(7.)  The. 
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(7.)  The  hemlock  (pinus  abies)  is,  in 
ftature,  the  next  tree  to  the  mail  pine.  It 
grows  largeft  in  fwampy  land,  and  is  very 
ftraight.  Its  grain  is  coarfe,  and  is  not  eafily 
fplit  or  hewn,  but  is  fawred  into  planks,  joifts, 
and  laths.  Its  chief  excellence  in  building  is, 
that  it  holds  a  nail  exceedingly  well.  It  makes 
good  flooring  for  bridges  and  barns,  and  the 
round  timber  is  very  durable  in  wharfs  and 
dams.  The  bark  is  excellent  for  tanning- 
leather.  The  balfam  of  the  hemlock  is  ufed 
medicinally,  but  it  cannot  be  collected  in  any 
great  quantities. 

White  cedar  [thuja  occidentalism) 
Red  cedar  [juniper us  virginiana.) 
4  The  white  cedar  of  the   fouthern  States 

*  [cuprejfus  thyoides)  is  a  very  different  tree 
4  from  the  white  cedar  of  the  northern  States  ; 

'f  but  the  red  cedar  is  the  fame  in  all  the  States. 

*  It  is  a  juniper,  and  a  fpecies  of  that  in  Eu- 
4  rope  which  produces  the  juniper  berries. 
c  The  wood  of  the  red  cedar,  is  more  durable, 
'  when  fet  in  the  earth,  than  any  other  wTood 

*  growing  in  this  country.5 

4  We  have  another  fpecies  of  juniper  [ju- 
4  niperus  fabind)  which  does  not  rife  more 
4  than  eighteen  inches  from  the  ground  ;  but 
4  the  branches  extend  horizontally  feveral 
4  yards  ;  and  form,  in  open  paftures,  an  ex- 
f  tenfive  bed  of  evergreen.      The  leaves   are 

4  mixed 
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*  mixed  with  oats,  and  given  to  horfes  to  de- 
'  ftroy  the  worms,  which  infeft  their  bowels.* 

White  willow  (falix  alba)  is  originally 
an  exotic,  but  now  well  naturalized  and  much 
propagated.  c  The  bark  of  this  tree  is  ufed  as 
i  a  fubftitute  for  the  cortex  peruviana.' 

Swamp  willow  (falix)  is  the  firft  tree 
that  fhows  its  bloffoms  in  the  fpring.  In 
fome  feafons,  its  white  flowers  exhibit  a  de- 
lightful appearance,  when  all  the  neighbour- 
ing trees  remain  in  their  wintry  hue. 

Poplar  or  Aspen  (populus  tremula. )  This 
tree  is  more  frequently  found  in  open  or  clear 
land,  than  in  thick  woods.  It  is  of  quick 
growth.  The  wood  is  white,  foft  and  fmooth. 
It  is  ufed  for  lafts  and  heels  of  fhoes,  and  for 
fome  kinds  of  turned  work. 

Black  poplar, or  Balsam  tree.  This 
is  a  beautiful  foreft  tree,  of  a  large  fize,  and 
quick  growth  ;  very  proper  for  walks  and 
fliades.  Its  buds,  in  the  fpring,  are  full  of  a 
rich  balfam,  refembling  the  balfam  of  Peru. 
As  the  buds  expand  the  balfam  difappears. 

Of  the  maple  we  have  three  fpecies.  i. 
The  white  [acer  negundo)  efpecially  that 
which  is  curled  in  its  grain,  is  much  ufed  in  cab- 
inet work  ;  it  is  firm  and  fmooth ;  it  takes  a 
fine  polilh,  and  may  be  ftained  of  the  colour 
of  black  walnut  or  mahogany.  2.  The  red 
{acer  rubruni)  grows  in  fwamps?  and  is  fit  on- 
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i 
\y  for  fewel.  3.  The  black  or  rock  ma- 
ple, exceeds  the  others  in  this  refped:,  being 
of  a  very  clofe  texture,  hard  and  heavy,  even 
when  perfectly  dry.  But  the  grand  excellen- 
cy of  this  tree,  is  the  faccharine  quality  of  its 
fap,  which  has  obtained  for  it  the  name  of 
sugar  maple,  [acer faccharinum?) 

Thofe  trees  which  grow  in  cleared  land,  do 
not  yield  fap  in  fuch  quantities  as  thofe  which 
grow  in  the  thick  woods  ;  but  it  is  richer. 
The  fame  difference  is  obferved  between  thofe 
which  grow  in  wet  and  in  dry  land. 

To  procure  the  fap,  an  incifion  is  made  by 
two  fcores,  an  inch  and  half,  or  two  inches 
deep,  and  from  fix  to  eight  inches  long,  in 
the  form  of  the  letter  V.  This  method  of  tap- 
ping caufes  the  tree  to  bleed  very  freely,  and 
in  two  or  three  years,  kills  it;  a  circumftance 
not  much  regarded  where  the  trees  are  numer- 
ous, and  a  continual  fucceffion  of  them,  may 
be  had  ;  but  if  care  be  taken  to  tap  them,  by 
making  a  fmall  circular  incifion,  and  filling  it 
with  a  plug  when  the  feafon  is  paft,  the  bark 
will  cover  the  wound,  and  the  tree  will  laft 
many  years.  From  the  lower  part  of  the  in- 
cifion, the  fap  is  guided  by  a  fmall  ftick  into  a 
trough ,  containing  two  or  three  gallons .  Thefe 
troughs  are  made  by  cutting  the  pine,  or  fqme 
other  foft  wood,  into  pieces  of  a  yard  long, 
and  fplitting  them  in  halves,  a  cavity  is  then 

made 
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made  in  each  half,  by  a  narrow  'axe,  and  fo 
expert  are  the  woodmen  at  this  bufinefs,  that 
one  of  them  will  make  thirty  or  forty  in  a  day. 
Larger  troughs  or  vats,  are  placed  in  a  central 
fituation,  to  ferve  as  refervoirs  for  the  fap 
when  collected . 

The  feafon  for  tapping  the  trees  is  in  March, 
and  the  fap  will  not  run  but  in  a  clear  day, 
fucceeding  a  frofty  night.     A  full  grown  tree 
will  then  yield  from  two  to  three  gallons  each 
day.     The  perfons  employed  in  the  bufinefs, 
vifit  each  tree,  and,  collecting  the  fap  in  buck- 
ets, remove  it  to  the  larger  troughs,  or,  if  the 
ground  be  very  extenfive,  it  is  put  into  barrels* 
which  are  drawn  on  fleds  to  the  place  appoint- 
ed for  boiling.     The  kettles    in  which  it  is 
boiled,  are  commonly  the  fame  which  are  ufed 
for  culinary  purpofes,  fufpended  in  the  ufual 
manner,  but  the  beft  way  is  to  ufe  broad  ket- 
tles, fet  in  brick  or  ftone,with  the  fire  confin- 
ed under  the   bottom,   and   not  flaming  up 
round  the  fides,  in  which  cafe  there  is  danger 
of  burning  the  fugar.     As  the  fap  evaporates 
the  kettles  are  filled  up,  the  boiling  is  continu- 
ed, and  the  liquor  is  Ikimmed  till  it  becomes 
a  thick  fyrup.     In  this  ftate  it  may  reft  for  a 
week,  and  in  the  mean  time,  more  of  the  fap 
may  undergo  the  lame  procefs,  and  be  reduced 
to  a  lefs  quantity. 

The 
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The  next  operation  is  granulating,  which 
may  be  done  on  a  cloudy  day,  when  no  fap 
can  be  collected.  But  if  there  be  a  fucceffion 
of  fair  weather,  the  trees  will  difcharge  fo  faft, 
that  the  collection  muft  be  attended  to  by  day, 
and  the  boiling  by  night.  When  the  fyrup  is 
to  be  granulated,  the  boiling  is  repeated.  The 
kettle  is  then  not  more  than  half  filled,  to  pre- 
vent wafte.  To  check  the  too  fudden  riling 
of  the  liquor,  a  fmall  piece  of  clean  butter  or 
tallow  is  occafionallv  thrown  in.  To  know 
when  it  will  granulate,  a  little  of  it  is  taken 
out  and  cooled,  and  when  it  appears  to  be  in 
this  ftate,  the  whole  is  poured  into  a  cooler. 
After  the  grain  is  formed,  it  is  hung  in  bags  to 
drain.  A  fmall  quantity  of  quick-lime,  put 
into  the  liquor,  as  is  ttfual  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
would  promote  ancj  improve  the  granula- 
tion. 

In  every  ftage  of  the  work  much  neatnefs  is 
required.  The  fap  muft  be  ftrained  through  a 
flannel  fieve  before  the  firft  boiling,  to  clear  it 
of  chips,  leaves  and  other  adventitious  fubftah- 
ces  ;  and  before  the  fecond  boiling,  it  muft  un- 
dergo another  ftraining.  When  the  feafon  is 
over,  the  troughs  are  either  piled  in  a  dry 
place,  bottom  upward,  or  fet  on  end  againft 
the  trees,  to  be  kept  clean  for  another  feafon. 
The  fugar,  thus  procured,  is,  by  fome  of  the 
neateft  workmen,  rendered  as  white  as  the  fineft 

mufcoyado, 
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mufcovado.  It  is  an  agreeable  fweet,  fre- 
quently fupplying  the  place  of  milk  and  meat, 
and  affording  wholefome  and  nourifhing  food 
for  children.  The  drainings  of  the  fugar,  or 
the  laft  run  of  the  fap,  which  will  not  granu- 
late, are  ufed  as  molaffes,  to  fweeten  cakes, 
puddings  and  other  viands.  A  very  palatable 
and  refrefhing  beer  is  made  by  boiling  down 
the  fap  to  a  quarter  part,  and  fermenting  it 
with  yeaft,  and  another  extremely  wholefome 
liquor,  is  obtained  from  the  decoction  of  fpruce 
in  the  fap.  Vinegar  alfo  is  made  by  expofing 
the  fap  to  the  air. 

The  fugar,  thus  extracted  from  the  maple, 
is  clear  gain  to  the  induftrious  hufbandman. 
It  is  made  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  no  field 
labor  can  be  done.  The  ground  is  then  cov- 
ered with  fnow,  which  being  hardened  by  the 
froft,  will  bear  a  man's  weight.  One  man 
and  a  boy  have  collected  a  fufficiency  of  fap 
for  five  hundred  pounds  of  fugar,  and  a  man, 
with  two  boys,  for  feven  hundred.  The 
boiling  is  often  performed  by  women.  Thefe 
trees  are  found  in  many  parts  of  the  country  ; 
but  they  abound  moft  in  the  lands  between  the 
White  mountains  and  Connecticut  river.  The 
wood  is  very  fuitable  for  the  ufe  of  carpenters, 
who  make  of  it  felloes  of  wheels,  where  oak 
cannot  eafily  be  procured,  as  is  the  cafe  in  a 
great  extent  of  country  in  the  northweftern 
part  of  the  State.  Of 
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Of  ash  we  have  two  fpecies.  1.  The 
white  ash  [fraxinus  excelfior)  in  good  land, 
grows  to  the  fize  of  three  feet  in  diameter. 
It  is  very  tall,  ftraight  and  tough.  Its  leaves 
and  bark  are  an  antidote  to  the  venom  of  the 
rattle-fnake.  The  wood  is  eafily  riven,  and 
makes  durable  rails  for  fences.  It  is  alfo 
formed  into  oars  and  handfpikes,  and  ferves 
for  the  frames  of  ploughs,  carts,  fleighs,  and 
riding  carriages  y  and  for  the  handles  of  many 
ufeful  tools  in  agricultural  and  mechanical 
employments.  %.  The  other  fpecies  is  black 
ash  [fraxinus  americana)  of  which  the  red  and 
yellow  are  varieties.  Splints  of  the  wood 
of  afli  are  obtained  by  pounding  it  with  a  maul, 
and  are  employed  in  making  balkets  and 
brooms.  This  knowledge  was  probably  de- 
rived from  the  Indians.  The  roots  of  yellow 
am,  are  ufed  by  turners,  for  the  making  of 
plates  and  bowls. 

After  going  through  the  catalogue  of  foreft 
trees,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  all 
woods,  which  grow  on  high  land,  are  more 
firm  and  folid,  and  better  for  timber  or  fewel, 
than  thofe  which  grow  in  fwamps.  The  fame 
difference  may  generally  be  obferved  between 
thofe  in  the  open  grounds,  and  thofe  in  the 
thick  fhade  of  the  foreft.  The  pine  is  an  ex- 
ception to  this  remark  ;  but  whether  the  im- 
mense age  or  fuperior  ftature  of  the  foreft  pine 

b& 
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be  the  caufes  which  render  it  more  firm  than 
that  which  is  found  in  the  paftures,  cannot  at 
pre  fen  t  be  afcertained. 

From  feveral  experiments  made  by  the 
Count  de  Buff  on,  it  appears  that  the  wood 
of  trees,  ftrippedof  their  bark  in  the  fpring, 
and  left  to  dry  (landing  till  they  are  dead,  is 
harder,  heavier  and  ftronger,  more  folid  and 
durable  than  that  of  trees  felled  in  their  bark  ; 
and  that  the  fappy  part  of  wood,  without 
bark,  is  not  only  ftronger  than  the  common, 
but  much  more  fo  than  the  heart  of  wood  in 
bark,  though  lefs  heavy.  The  phyfical  caufe 
of  this  augmentation  of  ftrength  and  folidity 
he  thus    explains.     '  Trees  increafe  in  fize 

*  by  additional  coats  of  new  wood,  which  is 

*  formed   from  the  running  fap  between    the 

*  bark  and  the  old  wood.     Trees  ftripped  of 
e  their  bark,  form  none  of  the fe  new  coats,  and 

*  though  they  live  after  the  bark  is  taken  off 
'  they  do  not  grow.  The  fubftance  deftined  to 

*  form  the  new  wood,  finding  itfelf  flopped  and 
4  obliged  to  fix  in  the  void  places  both  of  the 

*  fap  and  heart,  augments  the  folidity  and  con- 

*  fequently  the  ftrength  of  the  wood.'* 

Befide  the  immenfe  quantity  of  living  wood 
with  which  the  forefl  abounds,  nature  hath 
provided  an  ample  flore  of  that  fofiil,  ligneous 

fubftance 

*  Nat.  Hift.  Vol.  v.  p.  267.  It  muft  be  obfervsd  that  his- 
experiments  were  made  on  oaks. 
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fubftance  called  peat.  It  appears  to  be  formed 
of  the  deciduous  parts  of  trees  and  flirubs, 
preferved  in  a  peculiar  manner,  in  the  earth. 
It  is  ufually  found  in  fwamps  between  or  un- 
der hills,  where  it  has  been  accumulating  for 
many  ages.  The  decayed  vegetation  of  one 
period  having  ferved  as  a  foil  in  which  anoth- 
er growth  has  taken  root  and  come  to  maturi- 
ty. In  the  town  of  Dover  are  two  fwamps, 
which,  within  the  laft  twenty-five  years ,  have 
been  cleared  of  the  flumps  and  roots  of  the 
latefl  growth,  which  were  pine  and  hemlock. 
In  digging  them  up,  another  tier  of  flumps 
wras  found  under  them,  the  roots  of  which 
were  found  ;  and  in  fome  instances  a  third 
ftump  appeared  under  the  fecond.  In  fuch 
fwamps  is  found  the  peat  ;  in  which  the 
fhape  of  twigs,  bark  and  leaves  is  very  appar- 
ent j  but  on  preffure  it  is  confolidated  into  a 
foft  fatty,  fubftance.  This  being  dug  in  fpits 
of  a  proper  fize,  and  dried,  becomes  valuable 
fewel ;  of  which,  though  at  prefent  little  ufe 
is  made,  yet  pofterity  will  doubtlefs  reap  the 
benefit.*  It 

*  i  I  very  much  doubt  your  do&rine  of  peat.  It  appears 
Home  to  be  a  fubftance  fid  generis.  Deciduous  parts  of 
5  trees  and  fhrubs  are  often  found  mixed  with  it.  But  its  in- 
4  flammable  property,  I  conceive,  does  not  depend  on  the 
'  mere  adventitious  collections  of  decayed  vegetables ;  foral- 
s  though  peat  is  found  in  places  favourable  to  fuch  collec-* 
4  tions,  yet  it  is  not  found  in  every  place  where  thofe  collec- 

*  tions  have  been  made.     Befides,  in  all  the  peat  I  have  ex- 

*  ammed,  there  are  numerous  fibres  of  a  lingular  conftruclion, 

vsrriouuy 
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It  is  not  my  intention  to  write,  fyftematicat- 
ly ,  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country,  or  to  de- 
scribe, with  botanical  accuracy,  the  indigenous 
vegetables  which  it  contains  ;  but  briefly  to 
take  notice  of  fuch  as  are  endowed  with  the 

moft 

c  varloufly  ramified  ;  in  fome  kinds  they  are  extremely  fine, 
4  in  others  as  large  as  a  pack  thread.     When  the  peat  is  firffc 

*  taken  from  the  pit,  the  threads  may  be  traced  a  confidera- 
6  ble  length,  and,  when  wafhed,  they  have  an  appearance 
6  which  has  induced  me  to  fufpecr.  a  vegetable  organization. 
'  If  they  are  a  living  vegetable,  they  feem  to  form  the  link 
6  between  the  vegetable  and  foflil  kingdom.     It  feems  mofl 

*  probable,  if  thofe  fibres  are  not  vegetable  fui  generis,  they 
4  may  be  the  fibrous  roots  of  a  bed  of  fome  particular  fpecies 
6  of  mofs,  upon  which  there  has  been  a  large  collection  of 
4  matter,  which  has  buried  them  a  certain  depth  under 
e  ground,  where  they  are  not  fubjecl  to  putrefaction.  But 
6  there  feems  to  be  an  inflammable  foflil  in  the  compofition 

*  of  peat,  different  from  the  earth  commonly  found  in  fimi- 

*  lar  places.     I  am  told  fome  peat  appears  to  be  entirely  a 

*  foffil,  though  I  have  never  feen  any  fuch.  It  is  as  eafy  to 
c  conceive  of  fuch  a  foffil  as  of  pit-coal.  If  the  foflil  con- 
s  tains  the  inflammable  principle,  it  is  not  derived  from  de- 

*  ciduous  vegetables.  Have  you  never  heard  of  its  growing 
'  again  where  it  has  been  dug  out  ?    One  of  my  neighbours 

*  has  often  told  me  that  a  ditch  was  dug  through  a  meadow 
'  in  his  farm,  many  years  ago,  where  there  is  a  body  of  peat ; 
'  that  the  depth  of  the  ditch  exceeded  the  depth  of  the 
'  peat  ;  and  that  the  peat  has  pufhed  out  on  both  fides  fo  as 

*  nearly  to  meet  in  the  center,   but  the  fides  of  the  ditch  a- 

*  bove  and  below,  remain  much  the  fame,  except  fome  little 
c  change,  which  the  length  of  time  has  produced.  I  have 
'  not  feen  the  place  ;  but  were  I  aflured  of  this  fact.,  I 
'  fhould  be  inclined  to  believe  the  fibres  to  be  living  vege- 
'  tables,  and  the  foflil  to  be  poflcfied  of  the  property  of  fpar, 
'  with  regard  to  the  increafe  of  its  bulk  ;  and  that  thefc  two 
1  fubflances  were  mutually  dependent  on  each  other/ 

MS.  letter  of  Dr.  Cutler, 
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mofl  remarkable  qualities,  either  falutary  or 
noxious. 

Of  grapes  we  have  two  fpecies.  The 
black  grape  [yitis  labrufcd)  and  the  fox- 
grape  [yitis  vulpina.).  Of  thefe  there  are 
feveral  varieties .  From  the  fpecimens  of  for- 
eign grapes,  which  ripen  in  our  gardens,  there 
is  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  the  culture  of 
vines,  in  favorable  fituations,  might  be  attend- 
ed with  fuccefs.  This  opinion  is  corroborated 
by  the  judgment  of  foreigners,  occafionally 
refident  with  us. 

The  black  currant  {jibes  nigriuri)  is  a 
native  of  our  fwamps,  and  is  much  improved 
by  culture.  It  is  not  much  ufed  as  food,  but 
is  an  excellent  medicine  for  a  fore  mouth  and 
throat. 

The  wild  gooseberry  (j'ibes gro/u/aria) 
is  very  common  in  the  borders  of  woods,  and 
has  been  greatly  meliorated  by  cultivation. 

We  have  feveral  fpecies  of  whortleber- 
ries (yaccimum  corymbofuni)  which  grow  in 
great  abundance  and  ferve  as  wholefome  and 
palatable  food  ;  fome  of  them  are  dried  for 
winter. 

The  craneberry  [yaccinium  oxycoccos) 
is  a  fruit  peculiar  to  America.  The  common 
fpecies  grows  on  a  creeping  vine  in  meadows. 
The  branches  of  the  vine  take  root  at  the 
joints,  and  overfpread  the  ground  to  the  extent 
I  of 
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of  an  acre.  The  berries  hang  on  very  flender 
ftalks.  At  flrft  they  are  white,  but  turn  red 
as  they  ripen, 'and  when  full  grown,  are  of 
the  fize  of  a  cherry.  They  yield  an  agreea- 
ble acid  juice,  and,  when  ftewed  and  made  in- 
to a  jelly,  are  extremely  cooling  in  a  fever,  and 
a  delicious  fauce  at  the  table.  They  may  be 
kept  a  long  time  in  water,  and  fuffer  no  inju- 
ry from  the  froft.  They  are  frequently  fent 
abroad,  and  are  highly  refrefhing  at  fea.  The 
beft  way  to  preferve  them  for  long  voyages,  is 
to  put  them  up,  clean  and  dry,  in  bottles,  clofe- 
ly  corked.  There  is  another  fpecies  of  crane- 
berry,  which  grows  in  clufters  on  a  bum,  but 
it  is  not  fo  large  nor  fo  common  as  the  other. 
The  common  raspberPvY  [rubus  id<zus)  is 
found  in  the  moft  exuberant  plenty  in  the  new 
plantations,  and  in  the  old,  by  the  fides  of 
fields  and  roads.  The  superb  raspberry 
'rubus  canadetifis)  is  larger  and  more  delicate. 
Its  blofTom  is  purple,  and  its  leaves  are  fome- 
times  a  foot  in  diameter. 

The  brambleberry  [rubus  occidentalism 
The  running  blackberry  (rubus  moluc- 
canus.)  The  upright  blackberry  \fu- 
bus  frutiofus)  are  alfo  very  common,  efpecially 
in  the  newly  cleared  land,  and  afford  an  agree- 
able refrefliment. 

The  strawberry  [fragaria  vefca)  m 
•feme  parts  of  the  countrv,  is  verv  luxuriant  in 

new 
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new  fields  and  paftures  ;  but  it  is  capable  of 
great  improvement  by  cultivation. 

The  hazle-nut  [corylus  avellana)  is  found 
in  the  negledted  parts  of  paftures,  and  by  the 
fides  of  rivers. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  ground-nuts. 
One  [helianthus  tuberofus)  bears  a  yellow  blof- 
fom,  refembling  the  funflower.  The  other 
{glicine  apios)  is  a  vine,  which  twTines  itfelf 
about  bufhes,  and  bears  a  bloffom  and  fruit 
refembling  a  pea.  The  roots  were  much  ufed 
for  food  by  the  Indians,  and  are  indeed  very 
palatable.  I  knowT  not  whether  they  have 
been  cultivated  ;  but  the  former  might  be 
planted  like  the  potatoe. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  kinds  of  plums 
and  other  wild  fruits,  which  have  not  been  re- 
duced to  a  fyftematical  order,  nor  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  any  but  trivial  names. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  native  vegetables, 
which  are  ufed  for  medicinal  and  domeftic 
purpofes.  Among  thefe  may  be  reckoned  the 
following  : 

The  bayberry  {my  rick  cerifera)  the 
leaves  of  which  yield  an  agreeable  perfume, 
and  the  fruit  a  delicate  green  wax,  which  is 
made  into  candles.  Ginseng  [jyanax  ifi/ofi- 
urn)  fo  much  efteemed  by  the  Chinefe,  is  found 
in  great  plenty  in  the  weflern  part  of  the  State, 
and  it  is  faid  that  the  farther  northward  it  is 
found,  the  better  is  its  quality.  It  was  form- 
I  2  erly 
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erly  thought  that  the  ginfeng  grew  only  in 
China  and  Tartary  ;  but  it  was  difcovered  in 
America  about  the  year  1750,  and  fome  fpec- 
imens  of  it  having  been  lent  to  England,  and 
thence  to  China,  it  was,  on  trial,  acknowledg- 
ed, by  the  Chinefe  themfelves,  to  be  the  fame 
with  the  oriental  ginfeng. 

The  proper  time  for  gathering  this  root,  is 
in  September,  juft  before  the  froft  kills  the 
ftem.  The  way  of  curing  it  in  China,  is  thus 
related.     '  After  the  ginfeng  is  gathered,  it  is 

*  cleaned,  then  dipped  in  fcalding  wrater,  and 

*  the  ligneous  bark  rubbed  off  with  a  piece  of 
1  dry  flannel.  It  is  then  laid  acrofs  flicks, 
i  over  a  veffel,in  which  yellow  millet*  is  boil- 

*  ing,  with  a  gentle  fire,  and  covered  with  a 
'  cloth.  The  fleam  of  the  boiling  millet  gives 
4  it  that  colour  which  is  admired  by  the  Chi- 

*  nefe.  When  the  roots  are  thus  prepared,  they 
1  muftbe  dried  and  kept  clofe,  otherwife  they 

*  will  corrupt  or  be  deftroyed  by  worms/  This 
root  once  promifed  to  be  a  valuable  article  of 
commerce  with  China ;  but  the  fale  of  it  has  been 
greatly  injured  by  the  loofe  and  carelefs  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  packed,  and  the  too 
great  quantity  which  has  been  at  once  export- 
ed.    It  might  however,  by  fome  proper  regu- 


lations, be  ftill  rendered  advantageous. 


Th( 


*  Millet  is  very  eafily  cultivated,   and  yields  a  vaft   in-> 
ereafe.     I  have  counted  ten  thoufand  grains  on  one  (talk* 
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The  prickly  ash  (its  genus  unknown) 
is  a  fhrub,  growing  in  moift  places,  and  fome- 
times  rifing  into  a  fmall  tree.  It  is  armed 
withfpicu/te,  like  the  locuft.  The  bark  has  a 
high  degree  of  warmth  and  pungency  ;  with 
which,  in  the  feed,  is  combined  an  agreeable 
aroma.  The  former  is  efteemed  an  excellent 
remedy  for  the  chronic  rheumatifm.  The 
latter  were  ufed  by  the  foldiers,  in  the  late  war, 
and  by  many  other  people,  remote  from  the 
trading  towTns,  as  a  fubftitute  for  pepper  in 
feafoning  food.  It  is  chiefly  found  in  the 
weftern  part  of  the  State. 

The  Garget  [Phytolacca  decandra)  is  a  val- 
uable plant.  Its  berries  yield  a  beautiful  pur- 
ple juice,  which  might  be  ufed  in  dying.  Its 
root  is  in  great  repute  among  farriers. 

Of  the  elder  there  are  two  fpecies, 
black  [fambuccus  nigra)  and  red  {viburnum 
opulus.)  The  former  is  too  well  known  to  need 
any  defcription ;  as  are  the  maiden-hair 
{adianthus  pedatuus)  the  sarsaparilla 
(ara/ia)  snake  root  [polygala  fencga)  and 
many  others. 

There  are  feveral  plants,  the  virtues  of 
which  were  well  known  to  the  Indians,  but 
are  now  either  negle&ed.  or  unknown.  One 
of  thefe  is  a  running  vine,  bearing  a  fmall 
red  berry,  and  a  round  leaf,  which  Joffelyn 
(who   wrote   in    1672)   fays,    the   fifhermen 
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called  poke  ;*  it  is  known  to  the  hunters 
by  the  name  of  Indian  tobacco,  and  it  was  ufed 
by  the  natives,  before  their  acquaintance  with 
the  Europeans ,  for  fmoaking,  and  afterward  was 
frequently  mixed  with  the  true  tobacco  from 
the  fouthern  parts  of  America.  It  has  a  ftrong 
narcotic  quality.  It  grows  on  the  fummit  of 
Agamenticus  j  and  on  many  other  mountains 
and  dry  elevated  places. 

Another  is  the  Indian  hemp  (afclepias)  of 
which  the  Indians  made  their  bow-ftrings. 
The  fibres  of  its  bark  are  ftrong,  and  may  be 
wrought  into  a  fine  thread.  The  silk  grass, 
another  fpecies  of  the  afclepias,  bears  a  pod, 
containing  a  down,  which  may  be  carded  and 
i.pun  into  candle  wicks. 

The  wicth  n AZEh(/ja7ttame/is)  was  much 
ufed  by  the  Indians,  as  a  remedy  for  inflamma- 
tions. 

We  have  at  Ieaft  three  fpecies  of  the  lobelia  ; 
one  of  which  is  a  ftrong  emetic  ;  another  {lobe- 
lia cardinalis)  is  employed  in  the  cure  of  a  dif- 
eafe,  with  the  name  of  which  I  will  not  ftain 
my  page. 

The  vine,  called  buck  bean  (menyanthes)  is 
laid  to  be  a  rare  plant  in  this  country ,  and  of 

~  i.  J 

lingular  ufe  in  medicine.  It  grows  at  Jaffrey, 
pear  the  grand  Monadnock.  ~, 

*  Poke  is  the  name  by  which  the  garget  is  known  in  the 
middle  Stales, 
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The  arum,  or  fkunk  cabbage,  has  been  found 
very  efficacious  inafthmatic  complaints. 

It  may  be  proper  to  clofe  this  account  of  in- 
digenous vegetables,  with  the  names  of  thofe 
plants,  which,  under  certain  circumftances ,  op- 
erate as  poifons ;  fome  of  which,  however,  have 
been  brought  into  medicinal  ufe,  and  are  in  re- 
pute for  the  cure  of  diforders,  attended  with 
fpafmodic  affections.  Of  this  latter  fort,  are 
the  hemlock  [cicuta)  the  thorn  apple 
( datura Jlramoniimi)  the  henbane  [hyo/cyamus 
niger)  and  the  night  shade  [folanum  ni- 
grum.} Other  poifonous  plants,  are  the  ivy 
[hedera  helix)  the  creeping  ivy,  or,  as  it  is 
called  by  fome,  mercury  [rhus  radicans)  the 
juice  of  which  ftains  linen  a  deep  and  indeli- 
ble black  ;  the  swamp  sumach  [rhus  toxico 
dendrum)  the  water  elder  [viburnum  opu- 
lus)  the  herb  Christopher  [aBteafpicata) 
the  stinking  snakeweed  [cliffortia  trifo- 
liatd)  and  the  white  hellebore  [ye  rat  rum 
album.) 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.       IX. 

Solly    Cultivation  and  Hujbandry. 

THERE  is  a  great  variety  of  foil  in 
New-Hampfliire.  The  intervale  lands 
on  the  large  rivers,  are  accounted  the  moll 
valuable,  becaufe  they  are  overflown  and 
recruited  every  year  by  the  water  from  the 
uplands,  which  brings  down  a  fat  flime  or 
fediment,  of  the  confidence  of  foap.  Thefe 
lands  produce  every  kind  of  grain  in  the  ut~ 
mofl:  perfection  ;  but  are  not  fo  good  for 
pafture  as  the  uplands  of  a  proper  quality. 
The  wide  fp reading  hills  of  a  moderate  eleva- 
tion, are  generally  much  efteemed,  as  warm 
and  rich ;  rocky  moift  land  is  accounted  good 
for  pafture  ;  drained  fwamps  have  a  deep 
mellow  foil,  and  the  valleys  between  hills  are 
generally  very  productive. 

In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  the  foil 
is  diftinguiihed  by  the  various  kinds  of  woods 
which  grow  upon  it,  thus  :  White  oak  land 
is  hard  and  ftony,  the  under  growth  confifting 
of  brakes  and  fern  ;  this  kind  of  foil  will  not 
bear  grafs  till  it  has  been  ploughed  and  hoed  ; 

but 
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but  it  is  good  for  Indian  corn,  and  muft  be 
fubdued  by  planting,  before  it  can  be  con- 
verted into  mowing  or  pafture.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  chefnut  land. 

Pitch  pine  land  is  dry  and  fandy ;  it  will 
bear  corn  and  rye  with  ploughing ;  but  is  foon 
wTorn  out,  and  needs  to  lie  fallow  two  or  three 
years  to  recruit. 

White  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but 
has  a  deeper  foil,  and  is  of  courfe  better; 
both  thefe  kinds  of  land  bear  brakes  and  fern  ; 
and  wherever  thefe  grow  in  large  quantities,  it 
is  an  indication  that  ploughing  is  neceffary  to 
prepare  the  land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  hemlock,  in  the  eaftern  parts  of 
the  State,  denote  a  thin,  cold  foil,  which,  after 
much  labor  in  the  clearing,  will  indeed  bear 
grafs  without  ploughing,  but  the  crops  are 
fmall,  and  there  is  a  natural  tough  fward  com- 
monly called  a  rug,  which  muft  either  rot  or 
be  burned  before  any  cultivation  can  be  made. 
But  in  the  weftern  parts,  the  fpruce  and  hem- 
lock, with  a  mixture  of  birch,  denote  a  moift 
foil,  which  is  excellent  for  grafs. 

When  the  white  pine  and  the  oyl-nut  are 
found  in  the  fame  land,  it  is  commonly  a 
deep  moift  loam,  and  is  accounted  very  rich 
and  profitable. 

Beech  and  maple  land  is  generally  efteemed 
the  moft  eafy  and  advantageous  for  cultivation, 

as 
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as  it  is  a  warm,  rich,  loamy  foil,  which  eafily* 
takes,  grafs,  corn  and  grain  without  plough- 
ing ;  and  not  only  bears  good  crops  the  rirfl 
year,  but  turns  immediately  to  mowing  and 
pafture ;  that  foil  which  is  deepen:,  and  of  the 
darken1:  colour,  is  efleemed  the  bell. 

Black  and  yellow  birch,  white  alii,  elm  and 
alder,  are  indications  of  good  foil,  deep,  rich 
and  moifl,  which  will  admit  grafs  and  grain 
without  ploughing. 

Red  oak  and  white  birch  are  figns  of  ftrong 
land,  and  generally  the  flrength  of  land  is 
judged  of  by  the  largenefs  of  the  trees  which 
it  produces. 

There  are  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the 
growth  on  the  fame  foil ,  in  a  courfe  of  time  ; 
for  which  no  caufes  can  be  affigned.  In 
fome  places  the  old  {landing  trees,  and  the 
fallen  decayed  trees,  appear  to  be  the  fame, 
whilfl  the  moll  thriving  trees  are  of  a  differ- 
ent kind.  For  inftance,  the  old  growth  in 
fome  places  is  red  oak,  or  white  aih  ;  whilll 
the  other  trees  are  beech  and  maple,  without 
any  young  oak  or  aih  among  them.  It  is 
probable  that  the  growth  is  thus  changed  in 
many  places;  the  only  conclufion  which  can 
be  drawn  from  this  circumflance,  is,  that  the 
fame  foil  is  capable  of  bearing  divers  kinds  of 
trees  ;  but  Hill  there  is  a  difference  fufficient  to 
denominate  the  foil  from  the  growth. 

Several 
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Several  ways  of  raifing  a  crop  on  new  land 
have  been  practifed.  The  eafieft  and  cheapeft 
method  was  originally  learned  of  the  Indians, 
who  never  looked  very  far  forward  in  their 
improvements.  The  method  is  that  of  gird- 
ling the  trees ;  which  is  done  by  making  a  cir- 
cular incifion  through  the  bark,  and  leaving 
them  to  die  ftanding.  This  operation  is  per- 
formed in  the  fummer,  and  the  ground  is', 
fowed  in  Auguft,  with  winter  rye,  intermixed 
withgrafs.  The  next  year,  the  trees  do  not 
put  forth  leaves,  and  the  land  haying  yielded 
a  crop,  becomes  fit  for  pafture.  This  method 
helps  poor  fettlers  a  little  the  firft  year ;  but 
the  inconvenience  of  it  is,  that  if  the  trees 
are  left  ftanding,  they  are  continually  break- 
ing and  falling  with  the  wind,  which  endan- 
gers the  lives  of  cattle  ;  and  the  ground  being 
conftantly  encumbered  by  the  falling  trees,  is 
lefs  fit  for  mowing  ;  fo  that  if  the  labor  be  not 
effectually  done  at  once,  it  muft  be  done  in  a 
fucceflion  of  time. 

Some  have  fuppofed,  that  the  earth,  being 
not  at  once,  but  by  degrees  expofed  to  the  fun, 
preferves  its  moifture,  and  does  not  become  fo 
hard  ;  but  the  experience  of  the  beft  hufband- 
men  has  exploded  this  opinion.  The  more 
able  fort  of  hufbandmen,  therefore,  choofe  the 
method  of  clearing  the  land  at  firft,  by  cutting 
down  all  the  trees  without  exception.     The 

moft 
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moft  eligible  time  for  this  operation,  is  the 
month  of  June,  when  the  fap  is  flowing,  and 
the  leaves  are  formed  on  the  trees.  Thefe 
leaves  will  not  drop  from  the  fallen  trees,  but 
remain  till  the  next  year,  when,  being  dry, 
they  help  to  fpread  the  fire,  which  is  then  fet 
to  the  trees.  This  is  done  in  the  firil  dry 
weather  of  the  fucceeding  fpring,  and  general- 
ly in  May  ;  but  if  the  ground  be  too  dry,  the 
fire  will  burn  deep,  and  greatly  injure  the  foil. 
There  is  therefore  need  of  judgment,  to  deter- 
mine when  the  wood  is  dry  enough  to  burn, 
and  the  foil  wet  enough  to  refill  the  action  of 
the  fire.  Much  depends  on  getting  what  is 
called  a  good  burn,  to  prepare  the  ground  for 
planting.  To  enfure  this,  the  fallen  trees  are 
cut  and  piled;  and  the  larger  the  pile,  the 
better  chance  there  is  for  its  being  well  burned. 
But  if  the  land  be  intended  for  pafture  only,  the 
trees  are  cut  down,  and  after  the  fire  has  de- 
ftroyed  the  limbs,  grafs  is  fown,  and  the  trunks 
of  the  trees  are  left  to  rot,  which,  in  time^ 
turn  to  good  manure,  and  the  pafture  is  dura- 
ble. 

Some  hulbandmen  prefer  felling  trees  in 
the  winter,  or  very  early  in  the  fpring,  be- 
fore the  fnow  is  gone.  The  advantage  of  this 
method  is,  that  there  are  fewer  moots  from  the 
ftumps  of  the  felled  trees,  than  if  they  are  cut 
in  the  flxrnmer  ;  thefe  moots'  encumber  the 

ground, 
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ground,  and  muft  be  cut  out  of  the  way,  or  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The  difadvantage  of  cutting 
trees  in  the  winter  is,  that  they  will  not  dry  fo 
foon,  nor  burn  fo  well,  as  thofe  cut  in  the 
fummer,  with  the  leaves  on.  Befides,  the 
month  of  June  is  a  time  when  not  only  the 
trees  are  eafieft  to  be  cut,  but  the  feed  is  in 
the  ground,  and  people  can  better  attend  to 
this  labor,  than  when  they  are  preparing  for 
their  fpring  work,  or  have  not  finifhed  their 
winter  employments.  The  days  too  are  then 
at  their  greateft  length,  and  more  labor  can  be 
done  in  the  courfe  of  a  day.  This  labor,  how-, 
ever,  is  often  paid  for  by  the  acre,  rather  than 
by  the  day  j  and  the  price  of  felling  an  acre, 
is  from  one  to  two  dollars,  according  to  the 
number  and  fize  of  the  trees. 

The  burning  of  trees  generally  deftroys  the 
limbs  and  fmaller  trunks  ;  the  larger  logs  are 
left  fcorched  on  the  ground,  and  fome times 
ferve  to  fence  the  field.  After  the  fire  has 
had  its  effect,  and  is  fucceeded  by  rain,  then  is 
the  time  for  planting.  No  plough  is  ufed, 
nor  is  it  poffible  for  one  to  pafs  among  the 
roots  and  flumps  ;  but  holes  are  made  with  a 
hoe  in  the  loofe  foil  and  aihes  ;  in  which,  the 
feed  being  dropped  and  covered,  is  left  to  the 
prolific  hand  of  nature  ;  no  other  culture  be- 
ing neceffary  or  practicable,  but  the  cutting  of 
the  fireweed,  which  fpontaneoufly  grows  on 

all 
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all  burnt  land.  This  fireweed  is  an  annua  J 
plant,  with  a  fucculent  ftalk  arid  long  jagged 
leaf;  it  grows  to  the  height  of  five  or  fix  feet, 
according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  ames.  It 
bears  a  white  flower,  and  has  a  winged  feed, 
which  is  carried  every  where  by  the  wind,. but 
never  vegetates,  except  on  the  afhes  of  burnt 
wood.  It  exhaufts  the  ground,  and  injures 
the  firft  crop,  if  it  be  not  fub'dued  ;  but  after 
the  fecond  year  difappears.  About  the  fecond 
or  third  year,  another  weed,  called  pigeon- 
berry,  fucceeds  the  hreweed,  and  remains  till 
the  grafs  overcomes  it.  It  rifes  to  the  height 
of  three  feet,  fp reads  much  at  the  top,  and 
bears  bunches  of  black  berries,  on  which  pig- 
eons feed. 

When  the  trees  are  burnt  later  in  the  fum- 
mer,  wheat  or  rye  is  fown,  mixed  with  the 
feeds  of  grafs,  on  the  new  land.  The  feed  is 
fcattered  on  the  furface,  and  raked  in  with  a 
wooden  or  iron  tooth  rake,  or  a  hoe.  The 
huibandman  knows  on  what  kind  of  land  to 
expect  a  crop,  from  this  mode  of  culture  ;  and 
is  feldom  difappointed.  Sometimes  a  crop  of 
Indian  corn  is  raifed  the  firft  year,  and  anoth- 
er of  rye  or  wheat,  the  fecond  year,  and  the 
land  is  fown  with  grafs,  which  will  turn  it  in- 
to pafture  or  mowing  the  third  year.  The 
iirft  crop,  in  fome  land,  and  the  two  firft  crops 
in  any  good  land,  will  repay  the  expenfe  of  all 
the  labor.     It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for 

people, 
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people,  who  are  ufed  to  this  kind  of  hufband- 
ry,  to  bring  a  tract  of  wildernefs  into  grafs  for 
the  two  firft  crops  ;  the  owner  being  at  no  ex- 
penfe  but  that  of  felling  the  trees  and  purchaf- 
ing  the  grafs  feed.  Many  huihandmen,  in 
the  old  towns,  buy  lots  of  new  land,  and 
get  them  cleared  and  brought  into  grafs,  in 
this  way,  and  pafture  great  numbers  of  cat- 
tle ;  the  feed  is  excellent,  and  the  cattle  are  foon 
fatted  for  the  market. 

Hufbandmen  differ  in  their  opinions  con- 
cerning the  advantages  of  tilling  their  new 
land  the  fecond  year.  Some  fuppofe  that 
mixing  and  Hiring  the  earth,  does  it  more  good 
than  the  crop  injures  it  ;  others  fay,  that  one 
crop  is  fufficient  before  the  land  is  laid  down 
to  grafs  j  and  that  if  it  be  fown  w7ith  grain 
and  grafs,  as  foon  as  it  is  cleared,  the  large 
crops  of  grafs  which  follow,  will  more  than 
compenfate  for  one  crop  of  grain.  When 
the  feeding  with  grafs  is  negledled,  the 
ground  becomes  moffy  and  hard,  and  muft  be 
ploughed  before  it  w7ill  recieve  feed.  Land, 
thus  fown,  will  not  produce  grafs  fo  plenti- 
fully, as  that  which  is  feeded  immediately  af- 
ter the  fire  has  run  over  it.  Befides,  this  neg- 
lected land  is  generally  overfpread  with  cherry- 
trees,  rafp-berry  bullies,  and  other  wild 
growth  5  to  lubdue  which,  much  additional  la- 
bor is  required.   In  good  land,  the  fllrjR  crops  of 

\\3V 


136  HISTORY    OF 

hay  are,  on  an  average,  a  ton  to  an  acre.  That 
land  which  is  intended  for  mowing,  and  which 
takes  the  common  grafs  well  at  firft,  is  feldom 
or  never  ploughed  afterward ;  but  where  clo- 
ver is  fown,  it  muft  be  plqughed  and  feeded 
every  fourth  or  fifth  year ;  good  land,  thus 
managed,  will  average  two  tons  of  clover  to 
the  acre. 

In  the  intervale  land  011  Connecticut  river, 
wheat  often  yields  forty,  and  fometimes  fifty 
buihels,  to  the  acre ;  but  in  common  upland,  if 
it  produce  twenty  buihels,  it  is  reckoned  profit- 
able, though  it  often  falls  fhort  of  that.  In- 
dian corn  will  fometimes  average  thirty  or  for- 
ty; but  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  this  latter 
grain  does  not  produce  fo  largely,  nor  is  the 
grain  fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  old  lands  well 
cultivated.  This  however  is  owing  much  to 
thelatenefs  of  the  feafon  in  which  it  is  planted ; 
if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly  burnt  land  as 
on  the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  all 
grains,  winter  rye  thrives  beft  on  new  lands, 
and  Indian  corn,  or  barley,  on  the  old.  Barley 
does  not  fucceed  well  in  the  new  land;  nor  is 
flax  raifed  with  any  advantage,  until  the  land 
has  been  cultivated  for  fome  years.  The 
fame  may  be  laid  of  oats  and  peas  ;  but  all 
kinds  of  efculent  roots,  are  much  larger  and 
fweeter  in  the  virgin  foil,  than  in  any  other. 

The 
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The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new 
lands,  has  been  much  improved  within  the 
laft  thirty  years.  Forty  years  ago  it  was 
thought  impoffible  to  raife  Indian  corn  with- 
out the  plough  and  the  hoe.  The  mode  of 
planting  it  among  the  burnt  logs,  was  practif- 
ed  with  great  fuccefs  at  Gilmantown,  about 
the  year  1762,  and  this  eafy  method  of  cul- 
ture foon  became  univerfal  in  the  new  planta- 
tions. It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable 
for  a  young  man  to  go  upon  new,  than  to  re- 
main on  the  old  lands.  In  the  early  part  of 
life,  every  day's  labor  employed  in  fubduing 
the  wildernefs,  lays  a  foundation  for  future 
profit :  Befldes  the  mode  of  fubduing  new 
land,  there  has  been  no  improvement  made  in 
the  art  of  hufbandry.  The  feafon  of  vegeta- 
tion is  fhort,  and  is  almoft  wholly  employed 
in  preparing,  planting  and  tilling  the  land,  in 
cutting  and  houfing  fodder,  and  gathering  in 
the  crops.  Thefe  labors  fucceed  invariably, 
and  muft  be  attended  to  in  their  proper  fea- 
fon ;  fo  that  little  time  can  be  fpared  for  ex- 
periments, if  the  people  in  general  were  dif- 
pofed  to  make  them.  Indeed,  fo  fudden  is  the 
fucceffion  of  labors,  that  upon  any  irregularity 
in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another  ; 
and,  if  help  be  Icarce,  one  cannot  be  com- 
pleted before  the  other  fufTers  for  want  of  be- 
ing done.  Thus  hay  is  often  fpoiled  for  want 
K  of 
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of  being  cut  in  feafon,  when  the  Englifh 
harveft  is  plentiful.  It  is  partly  from  this 
caufe,  partly  from  the  ideas  of  equality  with 
which  the  minds  of  hufbandmen  are  ear- 
ly impreffed,  and  partly  from  a  want  of  edu- 
cation, that  no  fpirit  of  improvement  is  feen 
among  them,  but  every  one  purines  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  fovving,  planting,  mowing,  and  raif- 
ing  cattle,  with  unremitting  labor  and  unde- 
rrating uniformity. 

Very  little  ufe  is  made  of  any  manure  ex- 
cept barn  dung;  though  marl  may  be  had  in 
many  places,  with  or  without  digging.  The 
mixing  of  different  ftrata,  is  never  attended 
to,  though  nature  often  gives  the  hint  by 
the  rain  bringing  down  fand  from  a  hill 
on  a  clay  bottom;  and  the  grafs  growing 
there  in  greater  beauty  and  luxuriance  than 
elfe where.  Dung  is  leldom  fuffered  to  re- 
main in  a  heap  over  the  fummer,  but  is  taken 
every  fpring  from  the  barn,  and  either  fpread 
over  the  field  and  ploughed  in,  or  laid  in 
heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes  where  corn  and 
potatoes  are  planted. 

Gardens,  in  the  country  towns,  are  chiefly 
left  to  the  management  of  women,  the  men 
contenting  themfelves  with  fencing  and  dig- 
ging them;  and  it  muft  be  faid,  to  the  honor 
pf  the  female  fex,  that  the  fcanty  portion  of 
earth,  committed  to  their  care,  is  often  made 
productive  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  their  fami- 
lies. As 
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As  the  firft  inhabitants  of  New- Hamp (hire 
came  chiefly  from  the  fouthweftern  counties 
of  England,  where  cyder  and  perry  wTere  made 
in  great  quantities,  they  took  care  to  ftock 
their  plantations  with  apple  trees  and  pear 
trees,  which  throve  well,  and  grew  to  a  great 
fize.  The  firft  growth  is  now  decayed  or  per- 
iihed ;  but  a  fucceffion  has  been  preferved,  and 
no  good  hufbandman  thinks  his  farm  complete 
without  an  orchard.  Perry  is  ftill  made  in  the 
old  towns,  bordering  on  Pafcataqua  river;  but 
in  the  interior  country  the  apple  tree  is  chiefly 
cultivated.  In  many  of  the  townmips,  which 
have  been  fettled  fince  the  conqueft  of  Canada, 
young  orchards  bear  well,  and  cyder  is  yearly 
becoming  more  plentiful. 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated,  but 
from  the  fpecimens  which  fome  gardens  pro- 
duce, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  cherry,  the 
mulberry,  the  plum  and  the  quince,  might  be 
multiplied  to  any  degree.  The  peach  does 
not  thrive  well ;  the  trees  being  very  ihort  liv- 
ed. The  apricot  is  fcarcely  known.  The 
white  and  red  currant  grow  luxuriantly,  if 
properly  fituated  and  cultivated.  The  barber- 
ry, though  an  exotic,  is  thoroughly  naturali- 
zed, and  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  hedges  or  paf- 
tures. 

The  following  remarks  are  fuggefted  by  an 
ingenious  friend  :*  'In 

•  *  Dr.  Samuel  Tenney,  of  Exeter, 
K2 


140  HISTORY.    OF 

4  In  regard  to  tree-fruit,  we  are  in  too  north- 
ern a  climate  to  have  it  of  the  firft  quality, 
without  particular  attention.  New-York, 
New-Jerfey,  and  Pennsylvania,  have  it  in  per- 
fection. As  you  depart  from  that  trad,  either 
fouthward  or  northward,  it  degenerates.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  good  fruit  might  be  pro- 
duced even  in  New-Hampfhire,  with  fuitable 
attention.  A  proof  of  this  is,  that  fometimes 
we  have  it  by  mere  chance.  In  theorizing  on 
the  fubjeft,  three  things  appear  to  me  partic- 
ularly neceffary,  all  which  are  totally  neglected 
by  the  generality  of  our  hufbandmen.  The 
Jirjis  after  procuring  thrifty  young  trees  of  the 
beft  kinds,  and  grafting  fuch  as  require  it,  is, 
to  choofe  a  Situation  for  them,  where  they  may 
have  the  advantage  of  a  warm  rich  foil,  and  be 
well  Sheltered  from  the  chilling  blafts  of  the 
ocean.  The  fecond  is  to  keep  the  trees  free 
from  Superfluous  branches,  by  a  frequent  ufe 
of  the  pruning-hook,  and  the  earth  always 
loofe  about  their  roots.  The  third  is,  to  de- 
fend the  trees  from  infects,  particularly  thofe 
which  by  feeding  on  the  fruit,  render  it  fmall 
and  knotty,  as  we  frequently  find  apples  and 
pears  ;  or  by  depositing  their  eggs  in  the  em- 
bryo, occafion  its  falling. off  before  it  comes 
to  maturity,  as  is  obfervable  in  the  various 
kinds  of  plums.  But  the  moft  of  our  farmers 
go  on  in  the  path  traced  out  by  their  anceftors, 

and 
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and  are  generally  averfe  to  making  experi- 
ments, the  refult  of  which  is  uncertain,  or  to 
adopting  new  modes  of  hufbandry,  the  advan- 
tages of  which,  are  in  the  fmallejt  degree  prob- 
lematical. There  are  few  cultivators  among 
us  who  theorize  and  ftill  fewer  who  read/ 

It  has  often  been  complained  that  grain, 
flax,  and  efculent  vegetables,  degenerate. 
This  may  be  afcribed  to  the  feed  not  being 
changed,  but  fown  fucceffively,  on  the  fame 
foil,  or  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  for  too  long 
a   time.      '  The   Siberian    wheat,  for   feveral 

*  years,  produced  good  crops  ;  but  becoming 
£  at  length  naturalized  to  the  climate,  it  fhared 
1  the  fate  of  the  common  kind  of  wTheat,  and 

*  difappointed  the  expectations  of  the  farmer. 

*  Were  the  feed    renewed   every    five   or    fix 

*  years,  by  importations  from  Siberia,  it  might 
f.  be  cultivated  to  advantage/  It  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  that  the  Siberian  wheat  which  was 
fown  in  New-Hampfhire,  about  twelve  years 
ago,  was  brought  hither  from  England,  where 
it  had  been  fown  for  feveral  preceding  years. 
Whether  an  intermediate  ftage  is  favorable  to 
the  tranfplantation  of  feed  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  its  cultivation,  may  be  wor- 
thy of  inquiry.  With  refpect  to  plants,  which 
require  the  whole  feafon  to  grow  in,  it  is  ob- 
ferved  that  '  the  removal  of  them  from  fouth  to 

*  north  ought  to  be  by  fhort  ftages ;  in  which 

'  cafe 
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*  cafe  they  accommodate  themfelves,  by  in- 
'  fenfible  degrees,  to  the  temperature  and  length 
1  of  the  vegetating  term,  and  frequently  ac- 
1  quire  as  good-a  degree  of  perfection  in  foreign 

*  climes,  as  in  their  native  foil.  Such  are  the 
'  refources  of  nature  ! J 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief 
Kiifinefs  of  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire,  if 
they  attend  to  their  true  intereft.  Every  tree 
which  is  cut  down  in  the  foreft,  opens  to  the 
fun  a  new  fpot  of  earth,  which,  with  cultiva- 
tion, will  produce  food  for  man  and  beaft.  It  is 
impoffible  to  conceive  what  quantities  may  be 
produced  of  beef,  pork,  mutton,  poultry, wheat, 
rye,  Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and 
cheefe,  articles  which  will  always  find  a  mark-* 
et.  Flax  and  hemp  may  alfo  be  cultivated 
to  great  advantage,  efpecially  on  the  intervale 
lands  of  the  larg£  rivers.  The  barley  of  New- 
England  is  much  efteemed  in  the  middle  States, 
and  the  demand  for  it  is  fo  great,  as  to  encour- 
age its  cultivation.  It  is,  befides,  a  kind  of 
grain  which  is  not  liable  to  blaft.  Hops  will 
grow  on  almoft  any  foil ;  and  the  labor  attend- 
ing them  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  there  can  be 
no  excufe  for  neglecting  the  univerfal  cultiva- 
tion of  them.  The  confumption  of  them,  and 
confequently  the  demand  for  them  as  an  arti- 
cle of  commerce,  is  continually  increafing. 

The  firft  neat  cattle  imported  from  Europe 
into  New-Hampihire,  were   fent  by    Captain 

John 
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John  Mafon  and  his  affociates,  about  the  year 
1633,  to  ftock  their  plantations,  and  to  be  em- 
ployed in  drawing  lumber.  Thefe  cattle  were 
of  a  large  breed,  and  a  yellow  colour,  procured 
from  Denmark.  Whilft  the  bulinefs  of  getting 
lumber  was  the  chief  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  breeding  of  large  cattle  was  more  at- 
tended to  than  it  is  now.  Calves  were  allow- 
ed to  run  with  the  cows,  and  fuck  at  their 
pleafure.  Men  were  ambitious  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  fize  and  ftrength  of  their  oxen. 
Bets  were  frequently  laid  on  the  exertions  of 
their  ftrength,  and  the  prize  was  contended  for 
as  earneftly  as  the  laurel  at  the  Olympic  games. 
This  ardor  is  not  yet  wholly  extinguiflied  in 
fome  places ;  but,  as  hufbandry  hath  gained 
ground,  lefs  attention  is  paid  to  the  ftrength, 
and  more  to  the  fatnefs  of  cattle  for  the  mark- 
et, and  calves  are  deprived  of  part  of  their 
natural  food,  for  the  advantage  of  butter  and 
cheefe. 

As  the  country  becomes  more  and  more 
cleared,  pafture  for  cattle  increafes,  and  the 
number  is  continually  multiplied.  From  the 
upper  parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  great  herds 
of  fat  cattle  are  driven  to  the  Bofton  market ; 
whence  the  beef  is  exported  frefh  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  falted  to  the  Weft  and  Eaft-Indies. 

At  what  time  and  by  whom  the  korfe  was 
firft  imported,  does  net  appear.     No  particular 

care 
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care  is  taken  by  the  people  in  general,  to  im- 
prove the  breed  of  this  majeftic  and  ufeful 
animal,  and  bring  it  to  that  perfection  of 
which  it  is  capable.  The  railing  of  colts,  is 
not  accounted  a  profitable  part  of  hufbandry, 
as  the  horfe  is  but  little  ufed  for  draught,  and 
his  flefh  is  of  no  value.  The  proportion  of 
horfes  to  neat  cattle,  is  not  more  than  one  to 
twenty.  Few  live  and  die  on  the  plantations 
where  they  are  bred  ;  fome  are  exported  to 
the  Weft-India  illands  ;  but  the  moft  are  con- 
tinually Ihifted  from  one  owner  to  another,  by 
means  of  a  fet  of  contemptible  wretches  calk 
ed  horfe-jockies. 

AJfes  have  been  lately  introduced  into  the 
country  ;,  the  railing  of  mules  deferves  en-* 
couragement,  as  the  exportation  of  them  to 
the  Weft-Indies,  is  more  profitable  than  that  of 
horfes,  and  they  may  be  ufed  to  advantage  in 
travelling  or  carrying  burdens  in  the  rough  and 
mountainous  parts  of  our  wildernefs. 

Sheep,  goats  and  fwine,  were  at  firft  fent  over 
from  England,  by  the  aflbciates  of  Laconia, 
Sheep  have  greatly  multiplied,  and  are  accoun- 
ted the  moft  profitable  flock  which  can  be  raif- 
ed  on  a  farm.  The  breed  might  be  renew-* 
ed  and  improved  by  importing  from  Barbary, 
the  mufflon,  which  is  laid  to  be  the  parent 
ftock  of  the  European,  and  confequently  of  the 
iVmerican  fheep.     Goats  are  not  much  propa-: 

gated 
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gated,  chiefly  becaufe  it  is  difficult  to  confine 
them  in  paftures.  Swine  are  very  prolific, 
and  fcarcely  a  family  is  without  them.  Dur- 
ing the  fummer,  they  are  either  fed  on  the 
wafte  of  the  dairy  and  kitchen,  or  ringed  and 
turned  into  fields  of  clover  j  or  permitted  to 
run  at  large  irj  the  woods,  where  they  pick  up 
nuts  and  acorns,  or  grub  the  roots  of  fern; 
but  after  harveft  they  are  fhut  up,  and  fatted  on 
Indian  corn.  The  pork  of  New-England  is 
not  inferior  to  any  in  the  world. 

Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds,  is  raifed  in 
great  plenty  and  perfection  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  In  fome  of  the  lower  towns  they  have 
a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which  wrere 
imported  from  England  about  twenty  years 
paft  ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  will,  in 
time,  degenerate.  The  ftock  of  all  domeftic 
animals,  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if 
we  would  preferve  them  unimpaired,  or  reftore 
them  to  their  original  perfection. 
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C     HAP.      X. 

Native  Animals. 

AS  the  animals  of  this  part  of  America 
Aiave  not  been  accurately  examined  by 
naturalifts ,  neither  a  complete  defcription,  nor 
even  a  perfect  catalogue,  can  be  expected. 
The  greater  part  are  known  by  vernacular 
names,  and  fome  of  "thefe  are  adopted  from 
the  Indians  ;  but  fo  varioufly,  and  often  erro- 
neoufly ,  are  thefe  names  applied,  that  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  them,  is  to  be  received 
with  caution.  Formal  defcriptions,  even  thofe 
which  are  diffufe,  fometimes  prove  defective, 
from  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  thofe  ejfe fi- 
lial characters  by  which  the  arrangement  of 
animals  is  made.  The  following  catalogue, 
arranged  in  the  order  of  Linnaeus,  is  intended 
to  give  a  general  idea  of  this  branch  of  our  nat- 
ural hiftory .  Some  remarks  are  added,  which 
may  elucidate  the  qualities  of  fome  of  the  ani- 
mals, together  with  the  manner  of  rendering 
them  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  human 
life,  or  of  guarding  ourfelves  againft  the  nox- 
ious difpofitions  with  which  fome  of  them  are 
endowed.*  Quad- 

*  Thofe  animals  which  have  not  been  particularly  exam- 
ined, or  in  which  the  characters  do  not  appear  to  accord 

with 
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QlJADRUPEDES. 

Seal   [fhoca  vitidina^) 

Wolf  [canis  lupus.}  This  animal  is  very 
common,  and  very  noxious.  A  bounty  of 
twenty  dollars  is,  by  law,  paid  for  his  head, 
and  if  it  were  doubled,  the  breed  of  frieep 
would  be  augmented  fufficiently  to  make  up 
the  difference.  He  is  frequently  taken  in  log 
traps,  and,  to  decoy  him,  the  hunters  fcent  the 
ground  with  a  drug,  of  which  they  affecl:  to 
make  a  fecret.  Joffelyn  tells  of  another  meth- 
od of  deftroying   wolves  '  by  binding  four 

*  mackarel  hooks  with  thread,  and  wrapping 
'  fome  wool  about  them,  and  then  dipping 
'  them  in  melted  tallow  till  a  ball   be  formed 

*  as  big  as  an  egg.     Thefe  balls  are  fcattered 

*  by  a  dead  carcafe  on  which  the  wolf  has 
'  once  preyed,  and  when  he  returns  the  next 

*  night,  the  firft  thing  he  ventures  upon  will 
f  be  thefe  balls  of  fat.'  He  alfo  fpeaks  of 
two  fpecies  of  wolves,  one  with  a  round  balled 
foot,  the  other  with  a  flat  foot ;  and  of  a  mong- 
rel between  the  wolf  and  the  fox,  which  the 
Indians  ufed  as  dogs. 

Red  fox  [canis  alopex  ?) 

Grey  fox  {canis )  The 

with  the  Linnaean  description,  are  diflinguifhed  by  the  note 
(?)  of  interrogation.  Specific  names  arc  given  to  fuch  as 
evidently  appeared  to  be  new  fpecies,  and  thefe  names,  by 
the  exprefs  defire  of  Dr.  Cutler,  are  printed  in  italic  capi- 
tals, , 
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Foxes  are  generally  found  in  thofe  woods* 
which  are  not  remote  from  houfes.  They  are 
commonly  taken  in  fteel  traps,  but  are  fome- 
times  dug  out  of  their  burrows.  Formerly 
the  head  of  a  cod  was  ufed  as  a  bait  for  the 
fox.  It  was  laid  in  confiderable  quantities  on 
the  fhady  fide  of  a  fence,  in  a  moon  light 
night ;  and  the  gunner  placed  himfelf  in  am- 
buih  to  fhoot  the  fox  at  his  approach.  The 
filver  grey  and  crofs  ftreaked  fox  fkins,  are 
accounted  the  moft  valuable,  but  the  common 
red  fox  Ikin  is  in  much  demand. 

Wild  cat  (fe/ix  lynx.)  Of  this  fpecies, 
the  mountain  cat  is  the  largeft ;  but  the  black 
cat  has  the  moft  valuable  ikin.  Some  authors 
have  pretended,  that  the  wild  cats  of  America, 
are  a  degenerate  breed  of  the  European  cat  im- 
ported hither.  This  opinion  does  not  coin- 
cide with  their  own  hypothefis,  that  the  ani- 
mals of  the  old  world  are  dwindled  in  fize, 
and  lefs  ferocious  fince  their  tranfportation  to 
the  new.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  neither 
of  thefe  opinions  has  any  juft  foundation. 

Skunk  [yiverra  pulorius.)  There  is  no 
ftronger  or  more  volatile  odour  in  all  nature, 
than  the  fabftance  which  this  animal  ejects 
when  purfued  or  in  danger.  The  4  diabolical 
fcent,*  as  Buffon  calls  it,  does  not  proceed 
from  '  its  urine/  but  from  a  fmall  bag  which 
is  attached  to  its  fkin,  and  comes  off  with  it. 

The 
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The  flefli  is  white  and  fweet,  and  is,  by  fome 
people,  relifhed  as  food.  The  fat  is  much  ef- 
teemed  as  an  ointment  in  pains  and  fwellings 
of  the  joints.  Goldfmith  fays,  that  this  animal 
is  c  often  kept  tame  about  the  houfes    of  the 

*  planters  in  America/  and  in  the  next  para- 
graph, that  '  it  fteals  into  farm  yards,  and  kills 

*  poultry.'  The  truth  of  this  latter  affertion 
is  often  experienced  ;  but  no  American  is  fond 
of  fuch  company.  The  fkunk  fometimes 
burrows  under  our  barns,  but  is  always  an 
unwelcome  intruder. 

Otter  {rnujiela  Intra?}  Some  of  thefe 
have  been  tamed,  and  taught  to  catch  nfh  for 
their  owners. 

Martin    {mujiela  — .)     This    animal 

keeps  itfelf  remote  from  human  habitations. 
Its  (kin  is  much  valued,  that  of  the  darker! 
fhade  is  prefered. 

We  a  s e  l  {rnujiela  martes  P) 

Ermine  {mitjlela  er?ni?iea.>)  This  beautiful 
little  animal  is  red,  like  a  fox  in  fummer,  and 
white  in  winter.  It  is  diftiuguifhed  from  the 
common  weafel  by  the  tip  of  its  tail,  wThich 
is  always  black.  It  is  not  common,  but  fome 
of  this  fpecies  have  been  found  in  New- 
Hampmire. 

Bear  {urfus  arftos.)  BufFon  fpeaks  of 
two  fpecies  of  bears,  the  brown  and  the  black, 
and  he  denies  that  the  latter  is   carnivorous. 

The 
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The  black  bear  only  is  known  in  this  part  of 
America,  and  he  is  one  of  the  moft  noxious 
animals  of  our  ioreft.  In  the  months  of  Au- 
guft  and  September,  he  makes  great  havoc  in 
the  fields  of  Indian  corn,,  in  the  new  fettle- 
ments.  He  places  himfelf  between  two  rows 
of  corn,  and  with  his  paws  breaks  down  the 
llalks  of  four  contiguous  hills,  bending  them 
toward  the  centre  of  the  fpace,  that  the  ears 
may  lie  near  to  each  other,  and  then  devours 
them.  Pailing  in  this  manner  through  a  field, 
he  deftroys  the  corn  in  great  quantities.  To 
prevent  this,  the  fields  are  fometimes  guarded, 
by  night ;  but  this  method  is  too  tedious  to  be 
conftant.  Another  is,  to  place  a  loaded  gun, 
and  ftretch  a  line,  connected  with  the  trigger, 
acrofs  the  field,  fo  that  the  bear  in  his  walk, 
by -pre fling  againft  the  line,  may  draw  the 
trigger,  and  kill  himfelf.  This  practice  has 
fometimes  been  attended  with  fuccefs  ;  but 
there  is  danger  that  people,  who  are  not  ap- 
prized of  the  defign,  may,  in  paffing  through 
a  field,  kill  or  wound  themfelves ;  and  in  fact 
this  mode  of  fetting  guns,  has,  in  fome  inftan- 
ces,  proved  fatal.  Another  way  of  taking  the 
bear,  is  by  fetting  log  traps  ;  but  this  is  un- 
certain. A  good  dog  is  the  fafeft  defence,  if 
he  could  be  induced  to  remain  by  night  in  the 
field.  In  the  autumn  of  fome  years,  the  bears 
come  down  into  the  old  fettlements,  and  they 

have 
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have  been  feen  in  the  maritime  towns ;  but 
now,  their  appearance  in  thefe  places,  is  ex- 
tremely rare.  They  are  very  fond  of  fweet 
apples,  and  will  fometimes  devour  young 
fwine,  but  very  feldom  attack  mankind.  An 
affecting  inftance  of  a  child  falling  a  prey  to 
one  of  them,  happened  at  Moultonborough, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  1784.  A  boy  of 
eight  years  old,  fon  of  a  Mr.  Leach,  was  fent 
to  a  pafture,  toward  the  clofe  of  the  day,  to 
put  out  a  horfe,  and  bring  home  the  cows. 
His  father  being  in  a  neighbouring  field,  heard 
a  cry  of  diftrefs,  and  running  to  the  fence,  faw 
his  child  lying  on  the  ground,  and  a  bear 
ftanding  by  him.  He  feized  a  ftake,  and 
crept  along,  with  a  view  to  get  between  the 
bear  and  the  child.  The  bear  took  the  child 
by  the  throat,  and  drew  him  into  the  bufhes. 
The  father  purfued  till  he  came  up,  and  aim- 
ing a  ftroke  at  the  bear,  the  ftake  broke  in  his 
hand  ;  and  the  bear,  leaving  his  prey,  turned 
upon  the  parent,  who,  in  the  anguifh  of  his 
foul,  was  obliged  to  retreat,  and  call  for  help. 
Before  any  fufficient  help  could  be  obtained, 
the  evening  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  a  fearch 
was  impracticable.  The  night  was  paffed  by 
the  family  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs.  The  neigh- 
bours affembied,  and  at  break  of  day,  renewed 
the  purfuit.  The  child's  hat,  and  the  bridle, 
which  he  had  dropped,  were  found,  and  they 

tracked 
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tracked  his  blood  about  forty  rods,  when  they- 
difcovered  the  mangled  corps.  The  throat 
was  torn,  and  one  thigh  devoured.  Whilft 
they  were  {landing  round  the  body,  the  bear 
rofe  from  behind  a  log.  Three  guns  were 
fired  at  the  fame  inftant,  which  difpatched 
him ;  and  a  fire  was  immediately  kindled,  in 
which  he  was  confumed.  This  was  a  mak 
bear,  of  about  three  years  old. 

I  have  met  with  but  one  other  inftance  of 
the  fame  kind  j  it  happened  in  the  year  1 731 , 
at  a  new  plantation  on  Suncoock  river.  A 
man  being  at  work  in  a  meadow,  his  fon,  of  a- 
bout  eight  years  old,  was  fent  to  call  him  home 
to  dinner.  On  their  return,  there  being  twro 
paths  through  the  woods,  the  fon  going  firft, 
took  one,  and  the  father  the  other.  At  dinner 
the  child  was  milling,  and  after  waiting  fome 
time,  the  father  went  to  feek  him,  in  the  path 
which  it  was  fuppofed  he  had  taken.  To  his 
inexpreflible  furprife,  a  bear  ftarted  up  from 
among  the  bullies r  with  the  bleeding  corps 
between  his  teeth. 

The  r.  a  coon  {jirfus  lotor)  lives  in  hollow 
trees,  and  fometimes  feeds  on  corn  in  the  fields. 
Its  flefli  is  excellent  food.  Its  fur  is  valued 
next  to  the  beaver  for  hats.  Buffon  fays  that 
the  racoon  is  found  only  in  the  fouthern  coun- 
tries of  America.  It  is  certainly  found  in 
New-Hamplhire,  and  in  the  eaftern  divifion  oi 
MalTachufetts.  The 
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The  wolverine  {i/rfus  lufcus)  is  a  mif- 
ehievous  animal.  He  fits  on  the  bough  of  & 
tree,  near  the  paths  of  the  deer  and  the  moofe, 
and  jumps  on  their  back,  to  which  he  clings 
by  his  claws  till  he  has  torn  a  hole  in  their 
neck  and  killed  them.  He  enters  the  cabins 
of  the  Indians  in  their  abfence,  and  plu&ders 
them  of  eatables.  Gyles,  in  his  memoirs, 
tells  a  ftory  of  a  wolverine,  which,  in  one  of 
thefe  depredations,  happened  to  throw  a  bag 
of  gunpowder  into  the  fire,  by  which  means 
he  loft  his  eyes,  and  became  the  fport  of  the 
Indians  at  their  return. 

The  Woodchuck.  (iirjl  vel  mujlel<z  fpecies) 
is  a  fmall  animal  which  burrows  in  the  earth. 
It  is  generally  fat  to  a  proverb,  and  its  flefh  is 
palatable  food* 

Mole  [talpa  europea.) 

Shrew  mouse  (Jbrex  crijlaius.)  Ground 
mouse  [forex  murinusi)  Field  mouse  {Jb- 
rex araneus.) 

Porcupine  [hyjlrix  dorfaia.)  This  ani- 
mal is  dangerous  to  dogs,  for  on  feizing  it 
they  are  tormented  with  its  quills,  which 
quills  are  of  the  fize  of  pigeon's  quills.  The 
Indians  dye  them  of  various  colours,  and  work 
them  into  various  figures  to  adorn  their  belts  f 
pouches,  mockafeens,   and  birchen  dimes. 

Hare  (lepus  timidus  ?) 

Rabbit  ( lepus  ami  cuius?) 

L  The 
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The  beaver  {cajlor  fiber)  is  one  of  the 
molt  ufeful  as  well  as  fagacious  animals  of  our 
wildernefs.  It  is  now  become  fcarce  in  New- 
Hampfliire,  but  the  veftiges  of  its  labours  are 
very  numerous.- 

The  beaver  is  not  only  an  amphibious  ani- 
mal, but  is  faid  to  form  a  connecling  link  be- 
tween quadrupeds  and  fifties..  It  delights  in 
ftill  water,  of  which  it  muft  have  full  and  un* 
difturbed  poffeffion.  The  depth  of  the  wa- 
ter muft  be  fuch  as  that  it  muft  have  fuffi- 
eient  room  to  fwim  under  the  ice.  The 
male  and  female,  with  their  young  of  one 
year  old  (called  by  the  Indians  peoys^)  form  a 
family  which  confilt  generally  of  fix..  Thefe 
inhabit  one  cell  :  but  when  come  to  the  a<re 
of  two  years  [pay km s)  they  go  off  and  build 
lor  themfelves. 

They  fometimes  choofe  a  natural  pond  for 
the  fcene  of  their  habitation  and  anmfement  ^ 
in  which  cafe  they  dig  a  hole  in  the  earth, 
near  the  edge  of  the  pond,  and  line  it  wTith 
fticks  ;  to  this  they  have  a  fubterraneous  paf- 
fage  from  the  water.  Sometimes  they  refide 
on  the  coves  or  eddies  of  great  rivers,  where 
the  water  is  ftill ;  but  it  is  more  ufual  for 
them  to  conftrudi  a  dam,  which  by  flopping 
the  courfe  of  a  ftream,  may  overflow  apiece  ol 
ground,  and  form  a  pond  to  their  liking.  In 
the  choice  of  a  fpot  for  a  dam  they  have  fa- 

gacity 
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gacity  to  judge  whether  it  will  confine  and 
raiie  the  water  to  anfwer  their  purpofe.  They 
take  advantage  of  wind- fallen  trees,  of  long 
points  of  land,  of  fmall  iflands,  rocks  and 
flioals  ;  and  they  vary  the  fhape  of  their  dam 
according  to  thefe  circumftances,  making  it 
either  circular,  direct  or  angular ;  and  the 
beft  human  artift  could  neither  mend  its  posi- 
tion or  figure,  nor  add  to  its  liability.  It  is 
conftructed  entirely  of  flicks  and  earth ;  the 
flicks  are  for  the  moft  part  placed  up  and 
down  the  ftream,  feldom  acrofs,  but  always 
clofely  interwoven  and  cemented  by  mud, 
brought  on  their  tails,  which  being  broad  and 
flat,  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  trowel  as  their 
teeth  do  that  of  a  faw.  They  have  four  in^ 
cifive  teeth,  two  in  the  forepart  of  the  upper, 
and  two  of  the  under  jaw,  fharp  and  curved 
like  a  carpenter's  gouge  ;  with  thefe  they 
cut  off  trees  and  bullies  of  the  fofteft  wood, 
white  maple,  w7hite  birch,  alder,  poplar  and 
willow ;  with  thefe  kinds  of  wood  they  con- 
ftrucT:  their  dams,  and  of  thefe  they  always 
have  a  fufficiency  funk  under  the  w^ater  to 
Jerve  them  for  food  in  the  winter. 

With  refpect  to  the  fize  of  the  trees  which 
they  fell,  and  fome  other  circumftances  relative 
to  their  labours  and  habits,  many  marvellous 
flories  have  been  publifhed.  La  Hontan  fays 
they  will  cut  off  a  tree  '  as  big  as  a  hogf- 
L2  'head/ 
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'head/  Buffon,  and  after  him  Raynal  anJ 
Goldfmith,  fpeak  of  their  '  fharpening  ftakes, 
.*  and  driving  them  into  the  ground/  Others 
have  aiTerted  things  much  more  incredible. 
The  beaver  is  in  reality  a  fagacious,  laborious 
and  patient  animal,  and  makes  great  ufe  of  his 
teeth  in  felling  many  fmall  trees,,  and  cutting 
them  into  pieces  convenient  for  his  ufe;  but 
he  has  no  inftrument  with  which  to  drive  them 
into  the  ground.  The  fize  of  the  trees 
which  he  generally  choofes,  is  from  one  to.  ten 
inches  in  diameter  ;  thefe  are  young  trees, 
tender  and  fweet  for  food.  Neceffity  fome- 
times  obliges  a  number  of  them  jointly  to  at- 
tack a  tree  of  larger  fize.  The  largeft  of 
which  I  have  any  certain  information  is  from 
fifteen  to  eighteen  inches  in  diameter  >  but 
this  is  rare,  and  the  felling  of  fuch  a  tree  mull 
require  much  labour,  fince  thofe  of  but  one 
inch  have  eight  or  ten  ftrokes,  diftindtly 
marked,  and  a  very  good  kerf  is  allowed. 

Some  accounts  mention  feveral  hundred 
beavers  affembling  and  holding  a  council  pre- 
vioufly  to  beginning  a  dam  ;  but  I  am  affured 
that  a  fingle  family,  and  even  a  fingle  beaverr 
when  he  has  left  his  partners,  will  go  regular- 
ly to  work  either  in  building  or  repairing  a 
dam  as  there  may  be  occafiom  I  have  my- 
felt  taken  flicks  newly  cut,  from  a  dam r  where 
a  folitarv  beaver  was  at  work.     Jofielyn  tells 

of 
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of  a  beaver  which  was  domefticated  at  Bofton, 
and  ran  freely  about  the  ftreets,  retiring  at 
night  to  the  houfe  of  his  owner. 
.  The  beaver's  "  dam  is  from  fix  to  ten  feet 
thick  at  the  bottom,  according  to  the  breadth 
of  the  ftream  or  the  quantity  of  water.  It 
ilopes  but  little  on  the  lower,  and  much  on  the 
upper  fide,  and  is  from  two  to  four  feet  wide 
at  the  top.  It  is  always  of  fuch  height  as  will 
confine  a  fufficiency  of  water  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  After  it  is  conftructed,  they  place  fods 
of  wild  grafs  upon  it,  fo  that  in  the  courfe  of 
a  year  it  becomes  fwarded  over  like  a  portion 
of  meadow.  Thofe  parts  which  are  in  the 
flioaleft  water,  near  the  banks,  are  fo  confoli- 
dated,  that  after  the  middle  of  the  dam  is  brok- 
en, thefe  w7ill  remain  like  natural  points  of  firm 
earth.  On  the  top  of  the  dam,  in  the  middle, 
theyalways  leave  a  fluice  or  paffage  of  eigh- 
teen inches  wide,  and  as  many  deep;  and 
when  the  ft  ream  is  large,  they  leave  two  or 
three,  which  the  hunters  call  Jlidi?ig-places, 
In  thefe  they  divert  themfelves  by  Hiding  or 
iwimming  down  the  firearm  It  is  not  incon- 
venient for  this  animal  to  be  long  under  wa- 
ter ;  nor  is  he  wet  when  he  leaves  it  to  take 
the  land  j  his  coat  is  fo  well  oiled  that  no 
water  adheres  to  it. 

When  the  dam  is  built,  the  houfe  is  begun. 
It  is  in  the  form  of  a  hay  cock,  and  of  a  lize 

proportioned 
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proportioned  to  the  number  of  the  family. 
The  walls  are  two  or  three  feet  thick  at  the 
bottom,  and  are  formed  of  the  fame  materials 
as  the  dam.  The  door  is  not  only  under 
water,  but' below,  where  the  water  freezes. 
The  lower  ftory  is  about  two  feet  high,  and  a 
floor  of  flicks,  covered  with  mud,  compofes  the 
fecond  ftory.  At  the  fame  diftance  a  third 
itory  is  formed,  and  then  the.  roof  is  raifed  in 
an  arched  form.  It  is  fmooth  on  the  infide, 
and  above  the  water,  always  dry  and  clean. 
Through  each  floor  there  is  a  communication, 
and  the  upper  floor  is  always  above  the  level 
of  the  water  when  at  the  higheft.  The  out- 
fide  of  the  houfe  is  rough  but  tight  ;  and  if  it 
ever  decays,  it  is  repaired.  When  the  hunters 
find  the  houfe s  out  of  repair,  they  conclude 
that  the  beavers  have  forfaken  the  pond. 

In  the  winter  it  is  neceffary  for  them  to 
keep  one  or  more  breathing  holes  in  the  ice 
conftantly  open,  near  the  houfes  ;  for  which 
purpofe  they  break  the  ice  every  night.  It  is 
confidently  afferted  by  the  hunters,  that  all 
their  work  is  done  by  night,  and  that  they  are 
never  feen  in  the  day  unlefs  it  be  cloudy  and 
dark.  During  the  winter,  they  live  on  the 
wood  which  they  have  previoufly  funk  under 
the  water,  and  in  the  fummer  they  are  em- 
ployed in  repairing  their  houfes  and  dams,  or 
gathering    their    tood    in    the    neighbouring 

woods, 
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woods,  to  which  they  travel  in  narrow,  beat- 
en paths. 

In  the fe  paths,  or  in  the  water  where  the 
path  ends,  or  in  the  Aiding  places  of  the  dam, 
the  hunter  fets  his  fteel  fpring  trap,  which  is 
previoufly  fcented  with  beavers  oil.  Some- 
times he  raifes  a  heap  of  mud,  or  peels  little 
flicks,  and  having  fcented  them,  fets  them  up 
at  the  edge  of  the  pond,  placing  the  trap  un- 
der water,  near  the  mud  or  flicks.  The  trap 
is  fecured  by  a  chain,  or  the  beaver  would 
draw  it  after  him.  He  often  efcapes  with  the 
lofsofafoot.  Sometimes  he  is  mot  in  the 
water,  or  on  the  land.  When  a  beaver  difcov- 
ers  an  enemy,  he  ftrikes  the  water  with  his 
tail ;  the  noife  alarms  the  whole  family,  and 
they  are  in  a  moment  under  water.  The  beft 
fur  is  that  which  is  taken  in  February  and 
March ;  in  the  fumrner,  their  fur  is  not  good. 
The  way  of  preferving  the  {kins,  is  by  faking 
and  packing  them  in  a  clofe  bundle,  with  the 
flefh  fides  together. 

One  valuable  purpofe  which  the  beaver 
lerves,  is  not  mentioned,  by  any  of  the  writers 
of  natural  hiftory,  which  I  have  had  opportu- 
nity to  ccnfult ;  but  I  fhall  give  it,  in  the  words 
of  a  friend,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  feveral 
communications  refpe<fling  the  original  and 
cultivated  ftate  of  the  country.*     *  The  beav- 

*  ers, 

*  MS,  letter  of  Jofeph  Peirce,  Efq. 
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*  er$,  in  building  their  dams,  have  no  other 
4  defign  than  that  of  making  a  habitation  a* 
y  greeable  to  the  natural  bias,  with  which  they 

*  are  formed  ;    but,  I  conceive,  that  Being, 

*  by  whom  the  uni verfe  is  fo  wifely  governed, 

■  has  a  farther  defign  in  this  little  animal,  who 

*  with  unwearied  labour  builds  a  dam,   which 

*  flops   the  water  from  purfuing  its    natural 

*  courfe,  and  makes  it  fpread  over  a  trad:  of 

*  laud  from  five  to  five  hundred  acres  in  extent ; 

*  and  moft  commonly  the  worft  of  land,    a 

*  mere  alder  fwamp  or  bog,  and  the  larger  the 
4  tract,   the  more  likely  is  it  to  be  the  worfe. 

*  By  means  of  the  waters  continuing  on  this 

*  tract,   more  than  half  the  year,  for  many 

*  years  together,  every  thing  which  grew  up-? 

*  on  it  is  drqwned;  all  trees,  bulhes  andfhrubs 

*  are  killed.  In  a  courfe  of  time,  the  leaves, 
1  bark,  rotten  wood  and  other  manure,  which 
1  is  wafhed  down,  by  the  rains,  from  the  adr 
'  jacent  high  lands,  to  a  great  extent,  fpread 
f  over  this  pond,  and  fubfide  to  the  bottom, 
c  making  it  fmooth  and  level. 

'  It  is  now  that  the  hunter,  ferreting  the  in- 
'  nocent  beaver,  is  al fq  made  iubfervient  to  the 
c  great  defign pf  Providence;  \vhichis,byopen- 

■  ing  the  dam,  and  deftroying.  the  beaver,. fq 

*  that  it  is  not  repaired,   j  Of. confequence,  the 

*  water  is  drained  off,  and  the  whole  trad, 
:  vyhich  before  was  the  bottom  of  a  pond,  is. 

f  coKcred 
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*  covered  with  wild  grafs,  which  grows  as  high 
'  as  a  man's  fhoulders,  and  very  thick.     Thefe 

*  meadows  doubtlefs  ferve  to  feed  great  fmiti- 
4  bers  of  moofeand  deer,  and  are  of  ftill  greater 

*  ufe  to  new  fettlers,  who  find  a  mowing  field 
1  already  cleared  to  their  hands ;  and  though 
4  the  hay  is  not  equally  as  good  as  Engliih,  yet 
4  it  not  only  keeps  their  cattle  alive,  but  in  tol- 
4  erable  order  ;  and  without  thefe  natural 
4  meadows,  many  fettlements  could  not  poffi- 
4  bly  have  been  made,  at  the  time  they  were 
4  made.  Such  as  are  not  fenced,  afford  the 
4  cattle  good  paftures  in  the  beginning  of  the 
4  year,  as  the  grafs  fhoots  very  early.  It  is  ob- 
4  ferved  that  thofe  meadows  which  are  mowed 
"constantly,  produce  lefs  at  every  mowing; 
4  but  will  always  hold  out,  where  fettlers  are 
4  indultrious ,  till  they  have  cleared  ground 
4  enough  to  raife  Englifh  hay.  I  have  more 
4  than  two  hundred  acres  in  one  body,  made 
4  by  feveral  dams,  acrofs  one  brook,  at  vari- 
4ous  diftances  from  each  other.3 

The  musquash  [ccifior  zib  ethic  us)  builds 
a  cabin  of  flicks  and  mud  in  a  mallow  pond. 
He  is  not  fo  fhy  of  man  as  the  beaver  ;  but  is 
frequently  found  in  the  cultivated  parts  of  the 
country.  The  oil-bag  of  \h~i  mufquafh,  wrap- 
ped in  cotton,  affords  a  perfume,  grateful  to 
thofe  who   are   fond  of  mufk. 

The  mink  ( )  is  an  amphibious  ani- 
mal, and  burrows   in  the  earth  by  the  fide  of 

rivers 
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rivers  and  ponds.  Its  fur  is  more  valuable 
than  the  mufquaihu 

The  black  rat  (nius •)  is  a  native, 

but  it  retires  back  into  the  country  as  the  grey- 
rat,  which  is  imported  in  veffels  from  abroad, 
advances.  The  town  of  Hampton,  though 
adjoining  the  fea,  and  one  of  the  earlieft  fettle- 
ments  in  New-Hampfhire,  had  no  grey  rats 
till  the  year  1764,  when  an  Engliili  maft 
ihip  was  wrecked  on  the  beech.  This  fpecies 
of  rat  has  advanced  about  thirty  miles  into  the 
country,  and  farther,  along  the  great  roads. 
To  prevent  the  entrance  of  this  noxious  ani- 
mal into  corn  houfes,  the  fills  are  laid  on  fhort 
pofts,  each  of  which  is  capped  with  a  broad 
flat  ftone,  over  which  the  animal  cannot  pafs. 

Of  SQUIP.RELS  we  have  four  fpecies.  The 
&lack  (jciurus  niger)  and  the  grey  {fciu- 
rus  cinereus)  though  diftinguifhed  by  Linnaeus, 
differ  here  only  in, colour  ;  the  former  is  very 
rare,  the  latter  very  common.  This  is  the 
largeft  fpecies  of  fquirrels.  It  builds  its  neft 
in  the  crotch  of  a  tree,  generally  a  white  oak, 
and  there  breeds  and  nourilhes  its  young.  It 
feeds  on.  acorns  and  nuts,  and  lays  up  its 
winter  food   in  the  hollow  parts  of  old  trees. 

The  red  squirrel  [fciurus  flavus  ?)  is 
the  next  in  fize,  and  its  habits  are  nearly  the 
fame. 

The 
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The  striped  squirrel  (fciurus  ftriatus) 
isfmaller.  It  provides  its  winter  food  from 
the  cornfields,  and  depofits  it  in  holes  in  the 
earth,  after  having  deprived  each  kernel  of  its 
gerrhe,  that  it  may  not  fprout. 

The  flying  s qu irrel  {fciurus  vokms) 
is  the  leaft  and  moft  beautiful;  Its  fur  is  the 
molt  fine  and  delicate  of  any  quadruped.  It 
feeds  on  the  buds  and  feeds  of  vegetables . 

The  moose  [cervus  tarandus  f)  is  ths 
largeft  animal  of  our  foreft.  His  palmated 
horns  extend  from  four  to  fix  feet  in  breadth, 
and  are  from  thirty  to  fifty  pounds  in  weight. 
He  has  hair  on  his  neck  refembling  the  mane 
of  a  horfe.  His  hoof  is  cloven,  and  when  he 
trots,  the  clattering  of  it  is  heard  at  a  great 
diftance.  His  courfe  through  the  woods  is* 
ftraight,  to  a  proverb.  He  feeds  on  the  wild 
grafs  of  the  meadows,  or  on  the  leaves  and 
bark  of  a  fpecies  of  the  maple,  which  is  called 
moofe-wood.  When  vexed  by  the  flies  in 
fummer,  he  takes  to  the  water,  where  he  feeds 
on  the  wild  oats  or  pond  lilies.  His  fleih  is 
of  a  coarfer  grain  than  beef,  but  iweet  and 
tender.  His  lip,  which  is  broad  and  cartila- 
ginous, is  accounted  bv  the  Indians  and  bv 
our  own  huntfmen  a  dainty,  and-  his  toneue 
is  4  a  difh  for  a  fagamore.'  The  hide  is 
thick  and  firm,  and  is  made  into  foft  and 
durable  leather.     When    the   Indians  kill    a 

moofe 
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moofe  or  a  deer,  they  cut  off  the  hoof  and 
draw  out  the  finews,  of  which  they  make  the 
ftrongeft  cords. 

The  deer  [cervus  dama  P)  was  formerly 
found  in  very  great  plenty  ;  but  having  been 
wantonly  deftroyed  at  improper  feafons  of  the 
year,  is  now  become  fcarce.  The  beft  time 
to  hunt  this  animal  for  the  facility  of  taking- 
it,  is. in  the  winter,  when  there  is  a  deep  fnow 
with  a  cruft  on  its  furface  ;  but  its  fkin  is 
moft  valuable  when  killed  in  the  warm 
months. 

Hunting  is  an  employment  followed  by 
fome  people,  who  prefer  rambling,  to  a  life  of 
fettled  induftry.  The  moofe  and  the  deer  are 
tracked  and  purfued  by  dogs ;  or  the  huntf- 
manliesin  wait  for  them,  at  certain  defiles, 
where  they  are  known  to  pafs,  or  near  waters 
in  which  they  bathe.  The  bear  is  fometimes 
unkennelled  when  retired  to  his  den  ;  or  when 
ranging,  if  he  take  to  a  tree,  he  is  a  fair  mark. 

A  new  mode  of  driving  away  the  wolf  has 
been  attempted  with  fuccefs.  The  town  of 
Amherft  was  a  few  years  ago  much  infefted 
with  this  noxious  intruder.  On  a  day  ap- 
pointed, the  inhabitants,  by  general  confent 
took  their  arms,  and  furrounded  a  large  fwamp 
which  they  penetrated  in  every  direction,  as  far 
as  it  was  practicable ;  and  kept  up  an  incef- 
fant  firing  of  guns  and  beating  of  drums  through 

the 
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the  day.  In  the  following  night  the  wolves 
quitted  the  fwamp  with  a  difmal  howling,  and 
have  never  fince  done  any  mifchief  in  that 
town. 

The  only  7namillary  biped  which  we  have,  is 
the  bat  (yefpertilio  murinus)  which  forms  the 
connecting  link  between  the  beafts  and  the 
birds. 

Of  birds  we  have  a  great  variety.     The 

following  catalogue  is  trie  moil  full,  which  has 

.been  collected,  but  cannot  boaft  of  perfection, 

BALD    EAGLE,  FdlcO  ItUCOCCpJialuS, 

BROWN   EAGLE,  Falco  fulws. 

large  BROWN  HAWK,  Falco  hudfonius  f 

hen  HAWK.,  Falco  fparverius  ? 

pigeon  hawk,  Falco  columbarius. 

white  OWL,  Strix  nyclea. 

SPECKLED   OWL,  Strixaluco. 

barn  owl,  Strix  pajferina. 

BIRD  hawk,  Lanius  c ana denjis. 

king  bird,  Lanius  tyr annus  ? 

CROW,    .  Corvus  corax, 

blue  jay,  Corvus  crijlatus. 

HANG  BIRD,  OrtoluS  iBtTUS. 


RED  WINGED   BLACK 
BIRD, 


I.      Oriolus  phaniceus. 


golden  ROBIN  OR  1  Oriolus  Baltimore  f 

GOLD  FINCH,  J 

crow  black  bird,  Gracula  quifcula. 

■ 

cuckow,  Cuculus  americanus  f 

great  red  crested  \  D-        ,,    [j.     CJ 

.SWALLOW 


i66 


HISTORY    OF 


} 


SWALLOW  WOOD 
PECKER, 

RED   HEAD  WOOD-") 
PECKER,  J 

WHITE   BACK  W 
P£CKERt 


.}  '{CAROLINA  WOOD- 
PECKER, 

"WOOLY  BACK  W 


PECKER, 

I   WHITE  TAIL 
PECKER, 

SPECKLED  WOOD-' 


'OOD-1 
VOOD-1 


PECKER, 
NUT  HATCH, 
KINGFISHER, 
CREEPER, 
HUMMING  BIRD, 
SWAN, 


Pzcus  hiru ndenaceus, 
Picus  erythrocephahs*. 
Picus  auratus. 
Picus  carohnus, 
Picus  pubefcens. 
Picus  villofus  ? 

PlCUS   maculofus.*' 

Sitta  canadenjis, 
Alcedo  alcyon. 
Certhia  pinus  ? 
Trochilus  colubris* 
Anas  cygnus. 


The  swan  is  thelargeft  of  the  aquatic  tribe 
which  is  feen  in  this  country.  One  of  them 
has  been  known  to  weigh  36  lb.  and  to  be  fix 
feet  in  length  from  the  bill  to  the  feet,  when 
itretched.  Naturalifts  have  different  opinions 
refpecting  the  mufic  of  the  fwan.  The  tame 
fwan  of  England  is  faid  to  be  filent  ;  and  Dr. 

Goldfmith 

*  Since  the  printing  of  the  note  page  147,  I  find  that  the 
requeft  of  Dr.  Cutler.  refpe£ting  the  new  fpecific  names, 
was.  that  they  mould  he   '  diftinguimed  by  a  chara£ler  dif- 

*  ferent  from  the  others.'    It  was  at  nrft  thought  that  e  Ital- 

*  ic  capitals'  would  be  as  proper  a  diftinction  as  any  other  ; 
but  this  is  found,  on  further  inquiry,  to  be  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  that  clafs  of  authors.  A  fmaller  type  is  there- 
fore ufed  by  way  of  diflin&ion, 
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Goldfmith  feems  to  think  the  accounts  of  the 
mulic  of  the  wild  fwan  fabulous.  What  is 
deemed  fabulous  in  Europe,  is  often  realized 
in  America.  It  is  certain  that  our  fwan  is 
heard  to  make  a  found  refembling  that  of  a 
trumpet,  both  when  in  the  water  and  on  the 
wing. 

white  head  COOT,  Anas  fpeclabilis* 

brown  coot,  Anas  fufea. 

black  duck,  Anas  nigra. 

white  goose,.  Anas  cry thr opus* 

bluish  goose,  Anas  catrulefcens-, 

brant  or  BRENTy  Anas  bemicla* 

wild  or  black  go  OS  Ef     Anas  canadenfis. 

This  is  the  bird  which  Dr.  Hill  calls  the 
Swan  goofe.  It  is  a  bird  of  paffage,  and  gre- 
garious ;  the  form  of  the  phalanx,  when  on 
the  wing,  is  that  of  a  wedge.  By  the  mix- 
ture of  this  with  the  common  goofe,  a  mon- 
grel breed  is  produced,  which  is  more  valuable 
than  either  of  them  fingly.  The  wild  goofe, 
though  it  migrates  from  one  part  of  the  conti*. 
nent  to  the  other,  yet  has  its  local  attachments. 
One  of  them,  which  was  caught  in  the  fpring, 
and  kept  in  a  farm  yard  with  a  flock  of  do- 
meftic  geefe,  when  the  time  of  its  migration 
arrived,  took  the  firft  opportunity  to  join  a 
flock  in  their  paffage  to  the  fputhward  ;  but 
at  the  return  of  fpring,  came  back  and  alighted 

is: 
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in  the    fame  yard    with    four  young    ones* 
whteh  fhe  had  produced  in  her  ahfence. 

The  brant  is  rare  in  New-Hampfhire  j 
but  in  the  bay  of  Maffachufetis,  is  found  in 
great  abundance. 

S£A  duck,  Anas  mollijfima,  ' 

dipper,  Anas  alheola . 

o  L  D  W 1 F  E ,  Anas  Jl vepcra  ? 

ouindar,  Anas  b u ccphala  f 

whistler,  Anas  clangula  ? 

widgeon,  Anas  pcnelope  ? 

MALLARD,    Gr  SPRIG- 1 

>      Anas  acutai 

TAILED     DUCK,  J 

LORD  and   LADY,  Ol\  j,  in.-       '       O     , 

'       >         Anas  hijtnonica  ? 
sea  pigeon,        /  J 

BLUE  WINGED  TEAL,          Anas  difiOfs  ? 
•       GREEN   WINGED    TEAL,       Anas : . 


GREY  WOOD    DUCK,  Anas  fponfa. 

wood  duck,  Anas  arborea 

cream  colour 
shelldrake 

red  bellied  shell- 
DRAKE, 
PYED SHELLDRAKE,  MergUS  Cofiot  ? 

penguin,  Alea  impenm s. 

WATER  HEN,  Or  WA-1  ^  ^  f 

TER  WITCH,  J 

Pelicanus  onocrotalus 
.pelican,  occidentalis. 


>         Mergus  merganjtt  f 
>      Mergus  ferrator  ? 


} 

The  Pelican  migrates  from  its  native  coun- 
try, the  Miffifippi,  far  to  the  northward.  It 
has  been  feen  in  New-Hampfhire.  The 
American  Pelican  is  not  a  diftinit  fpecies  from 

the 
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the  Pelican  of  Afia  and  Africa  but,  a  variety 
only. 

shag,  Pelecanus  graculus  ? 

gannet,  Pekcan us  caffanus  f 

loon,  Colymbus  tmmer. 

-  white  gull,  Larus  canus. 

grey  gull,  Larus  fufcus  ? 

mackerel  gull,  Laru s  ridibundus. 


} 


Sterna  minuta. 


TEE-ARR,    or  FISH- 
ING GULL, 

crane,  Ardea  canadenjis. 

stork,  Ardea  ciconia . 

BLUE  heron,  Ardea  carulea. 

skouk,  Ardea  virefcens. 

white  heron,  Ardea  alba. 

woodcock,  Scolopax  rujlica. 

wood  snipe,  Scolopax  fedoa. 

grey  curlew,  Scolopax  totanus. 

LARGE  SPECKLED  V                n      .             . 

'curlew  f            Scolopax  lappomca. 

humility,  Tringa  in te rpres  ? 

marsh  bird.,  Tringa  morinella  ? 

rock  bird,  Tringa  maculata . 

ox-eye,  Tringa  fulicaria  ? 

B e  ach-b  I rd ,  Tringa  arenaria. 


°} 


Charadrius  hiaticula. 


BLACK  BR EASTZ. 
PLOVER, 

K 1  l  d  e  e  ,  Charadrius  vociferus  ? 

pyed  plover,  Charadrius apricariuj. 

LARGE   SPOTTE 


PLOVER,  f 

peep,  Rail  us  carolinus. 


Charadrius  maculatua. 

Rallus  carolinus. 
M  WILD 
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wito  turkey,  Mekagr is  gallop avo. 

Wild  turkies  were  formerly  very  nume- 
rous. In  winter  they  frequented  the  fea  more, 
for  the  fake  of  picking  fmall  fifties  and  ma- 
rine infers,  which  the  tide  leaves  on  the  flats. 
Jojfelyn,  who  refided  eight  years  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine,  and  wrote  in  1 672,  fays,  that  he 
had  eaten  part  of  one,  which,  when  prepared 
for  the  fpit,  weighed  thirty  pounds  ;  and 
Wood,  who  vifited  the  country  earlier,  and  wrote 
in  1639,  fpea^s  of  fome  which  weighed  forty 
pounds.  They  are  now  retired  to  the  inland 
mountainous  country.  Dr.  Goldfmitk  doubts 
whether  any  of  this  breed  have  been  tamed  in 
America.  They  certainly  have  been  tamed  ; 
but  they  are  degenerated  in  fize  by  their  do-* 
meftication,  fcarcely  any  being  more  than  half 
io  heavy  as  thole  above  mentioned.  The  tur- 
key is  a  rambling  bird,  and  runs  with  great 
fpeed  on  the  ground.  The  tame  flocks  fre- 
quently wander,  and  cannot  be  fatted  till  the 
fnow  prevents  their  excurfions, 

G.R  o  w  s  E ,  Tetrao  — , . 

The  growse  is  rarely  feen,  as  there  are  no 
dry  heaths  in  New-Hampfhire,but  on  the  tops 
of  the  largefe  mountains,  which  are  feldom 
vifited  by  man.  This  bird  has  a  red  head,  is 
larger  than  the  partridge,  and  its  flefh,  though 
red  and  dry  ?  has  a  high  flavour,  and  is  very  ten- 


der. 


ouail,  Te tra 0  vi rcrin ia nns. 
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p  \RTRlDGEj  Tctrao  marilanclicus. 

The  partridge  is  very  common  in  our 
woods.  Some  of  our  epicurean  gentry,  have 
begun  to  fear,  that  its  race  will  be  too  foon  ex- 
tindt  ;  but  there  is  no  danger.  This  bird  is 
very  proline ;  it  is  common  to  find  twenty  of 
its  eggs  in  a  neft ;  and  it  has  feveral  coveys  in 
afeaibn.  Quails  are  equally  prolific.  In 
the  fouthern  and  middle  States,  the  quail  is 
called  a  partridge,  and  the  partridge  a  pheafant. 
The  true  pheafant  is  not  a  native  of  our  wil- 
dernefs.  The  late  .  Governor  Wentworth 
brought  feveral  pairs  of  pheafants  from  Eng- 
land, and  let  them  fly  in  his  woods,  at  Wolf- 
borough  ;  but  they  have  not  fince  been  feen. 

wild  pigeon,  Columba  migratoria. 

Wild  pigeons  come  in  the  fpring,  from  the 
ibuthward,  in  great  flocks,  and  breed  in  our 
woods,  during  the  fummer  months.  They 
choofe  the  thickeft  parts  of  the  foreft,  for  the 
fituation  of  their  nefts.     Jojfelyn  fays  '  they 

*  join  neft  to  neft,  and  tree  to  tree,  by  their  nefts, 

*  many  rniles  together,  on  the  pine  trees/  In 
the  journal  of  Richard  Hazze?i,  who  furveyed 
the  Province  line,  in  1 741 ,  there  is  this  remark ; 
1  for  three  miles  together,  the  pigeons  nefts 
'were  fo  thick,  that  five  hundred  might  have 

*  been  told  on  the  beech  trees  at  one  time ;  and 
'  could  they  have  been  counted  on  the  hem- 
Mocks,  as  well,  I  doubt  not  but  five  thou- 
sand, at  one  turn  round/     This  was  on  the 

M  3  weftern 


tyi  HISTORY    OF 

weftern  fide  of  Connecticut  river,  andeaftward 
of  Deerfield  river.  Since  the  clearing  of  the 
woods,  the  number  of  pigeons  is  diminiflied, 

turtledove,  Columba  carolinenjis. 

sky  lark,  Alauda  alpeflris. 

^iarsh  l-ark,  Alau da  magna. 

robin,  Turdws  migratorius* 

thrush,  Tardus  rufus. 

thrasher,  or  mock- 1       ~      ,  ,i        a 

>      1  urdus  orpheus  ? 
bird,  J  ■    ■  r 

cherry  bird,  Ampelis garrulus . 

crossbill,  Loxia  curvirojira  ? 

The  cross  bill  is  a  bird  rather  larger 
than  the  fparrow ;  it  is  common  in  the  weftern 
and  northern  parts  of  the  State.  The  upper 
and  lower  parts  of  its  beak  crofs  each  other 
like  a  pair  of  Ihears,  by  which  means  it  cuts 
off  the  ftalks  of  wheat  and  rye,  and  then  lays 
the  iide  of  its  head  to  the  ground  to  pick  the 
kernels.  The  female  is  of  a  fhaded  olive  col- 
our. The  male  is  of  the  fame,  but  tinged 
with  red. 

snow  bird,  E?nberiza  hy emails  ? 

The  snow  bird  is  fmailer  than  a  fparrow, 
and  appears  in  little  flocks,  in  the  winter,  en- 
livening the  gloom  of  that  dreary  feafon.  They 
perch  on  the  tops  of  the  fpires  of  dead  grafs, 
above  the  mow,  or  on  fpots  of  bare  ground,  or 
on  the  bullies  and  trees.  They  are  feldom 
molefted,  as  one  of  them  is  fcarcely  a  mouth- 
ful ;  but  they  have  the  fame  delicate  tafte  as 

the 


BOB LINCOLN, 
RED  LINNET, 
CHEEWEEH, 
YELLOW  BIRD, 
WINTER  SPARROW, 
CHIPPING   BIRD, 
SPRING    BIRD, 

Several  fpecies  of 

SPARROWS 
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f he  quail.  Befides  the  fnow  bird,  the  crow, 
the  blue  jay,  the  wood  pecker  and  the  par- 
tridge, have  a  degree  of  hardinefs,  equal  to  the 
fe  verity  of  our  winters,  and  are  then  feen  flying; 
all  others  avoid  it,  by  feeking  a  timely  retreat. 

Ember iza  oryiivora. 

Tanagra  rubra. 

Fringilla  erythrophthalma  f 

Fringilla  trijlis  ? 

Fringilla  grifea. 

Fringilla  ? 

Fringilla* 

Fringilla, 

Mufcicapa  crinita. 

Mufcicapa  canadensis i 
Mufcicapa  carolinenfis* 
Mufcicapa  fufca. 
Mufcicapa  flava. 
Motacilla  icier ocephala* 
Motacilla  falis . 
Motacilla  regulus. 
Motacilla  trochilus. 
Parus  bicolor. 
Parus  americanus. 
Parus  atricapillus. 

Parus  virginianus. 

Parus  pendulinus  ? 
Hirundo  riparia. 
Hirundo  purpurea, 
Hirundo  fubis. 

The 


CRESTE 
CATC 


,;f} 

D   JLY-"! 
HER,       J 


H.EDGE  BIRD, 

CAT  BIRD, 

BROWN    FLYCATCHER, 

YELLQW    CROWN, 

GRAPE  BIRD, 

BLUE  BIRD, 

CRESTED  WREN, 

COMMON  WREN, 

CRESTED  TITMOUSE, 

BLUE  TITMOUSE, 

TOM  TEET, 

YELLOW    RUMP 
TOM    TEET, 

LITTLE  HANG-BIRD, 

BANK  SWALLOW, 
BLACK  MARTIN, 
3ARN    SWALLOW, 


°} 
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The  swallow  appears  in  April,  and  difc 
appears  in  Auguft.  It  was  formerly  fuppofed 
to  migrate,  but  the  evidences  of  its  retiring  to 
the  water,  or  marihy  ground,  and  there  remain- 
ing torpid,  during  the  winter,  are  fo  many,  that 
this  opinion  is  now  generally  received. 

chimney  swallow,  Hirundo  peiafgia. 

wh i p-poo r- w ill,  Caprimulgus  turopaus.  B. 

rviGHT  hawk,  Caprimulgus  americanus. 

AMPHIBIOUS  REPTILES. 

M UD  TURTL E,  Tefiudo  denticuldta* 

speckled  turtle,  Tefiudo  Carolina? 

TOAD,  Ranabvfo?' 

pond  frog,  Ran  a  occellata. 

GREEN     FOUNTAIN']  n  ■    r     , 

,,„„„  >         Kana  eiLii!antar 

1  ROG,  J  V 

SPECKLED  FROGy  Rana   maculata 

TREE  frog,  Rana  arboreal 

bullfrog,  Ranabodns. 

swift,  Lactrta  fufciata? 

brow  N  L  i  z  a  r  D ,  L  a  ce  ria  pa  n  SI  a  Id  .. 

AMPHIBIOUS  SERPENTS. 

£  A  TTLE  «NAE£,  CtotdldS  hi)  it  idiiS . 

The  ratte  snake  is  the  moil  venom- 
ous of  all  the  ferpent  tribe,  in  this  part  of  Amer- 
ica j  but  its  motion  is  fo  (low,  and  the  found 
which  it  gives  by  rattling  its  tail,  before  it  darts 
on  its  prey,  is  fo  diftinguiiliable  from  the  very 
few  other  noifes  which  are  heard  in  the  woods, 
that  it  is  eafily  avoided.  The  rattle  make  of 
New-Hampfhire  is  of  a  darker  colour,  andlefs 
variegated  than  that  which  is  found  about  the 

blue 
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blue  Hills,  in  Suffolk  county,  Maffachufetts. 
There  are  certain  boundaries,  beyond  which, 
to  the  northward,  none  have  been  feen  in 
New-Hampfhire.  Thefe  are  on  the  weftern 
lide  of  the  country,  Sugar  river,  a  branch  of  the 
Connecticut,  and  Sawyer's  river,  a  branch  of 
theSaco.  They  have  been  very  common  about 
the  fliores ,  and  on  the  illands  of  Winipifeogee 
lake  $  but  as  the  country  is  fettled,  the  num- 
ber decreafes  :  In  the  autumn  they  retire  to 
their  dens,  in  the  cavities  of  rocks,  which  are 
open  to  the  fouth ;  w  here  they  remain  till 
the  warmth  of  the  fimmer  fun  invites  them 
to  balk  in  its  beams.  During  their. torpid 
ftate,  fome  perfons  make  a  practice  of  draw- 
ing them  from  their  dens,  with  hooks,  and 
deftroying  them.  In-  the  hotteft  weather,  they 
refort  to  meadows,  and  other  watry  places. 
Some  years  ago,  in  a  dry  fummer,  a  number  of 
people  from  Rochefter,  went  to  a  meadow  in 
the  woods  with  an  intention  to  mow  it,  but 
found  it  fo  full  of  rattle  fnakes,  that  they  kt 
fire  to  the  grafs  and  quitted  the  place.  The 
following  Angular  fad:  deferves  to  be  remem- 
bered. A  dog,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Worm- 
wood, of  Durham,  being  bitten  by  a  ra'tt'Ie- 
fnake,  immediately  went  in  fearch  of  a  foft 
loamy  fpot  of  earth,  in  which  he  fcratched  a 
hole  and  buried  himfelf  all  over,  excepting  his 
head.      Here  he  remained,  re  filling  all  nour- 

iihment, 
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ifhmait,  till  the  earth  had  extracted  the  ven- 
om. This  fad:  was  certified  to  me  by  John 
Smith,  Efq.  of  Durham,  lately  deceafed. 

small  brown  adder,     Coluber ftriatulus. 
house  adder,  Coluber pun&atis? 

water  adder,  Coluber  fa fciatus, 

brown  snake.  Coluber  fipedon. 

green  snake,  Coluber faurita? 

black  snake,  > 

white  neck   BLACK?"     Coluber  confiriclor. 

SNAKE,  J 

striped  snake,  Anguis  eryx  ? 

AMPHIBIOUS  FISHES. 
lamprey,  Pettomyzon  Jluviatalis  ? 

The  lamprey  frequents  moft  of  our  riv- 
ers, efpecially  where  the  paffage  is  not  inter- 
rupted by  dams.  In  Merrimack,  they  afcend 
to  the  waters  of  Pemigewaffet,  and  are  found 
in  plenty  as  far  as  Plymouth.  That  part 
which  is  below  the  air  holes  r  is  faked  and 
dried  for  food.  After  the  fpawning  feafon  is 
over,  and  the  young  fry  have  gone  down  to 
the  fea,  the  old  fifh  attach  themfelves  to  the 
roots  and  limbs  of  trees,  which  have  fallen  or 
run  into  the  water,  and  there  periili.  A  mor- 
tification begins  at  the  tail,  and  proceeds  up- 
ward to  the  vital  part.  Fiih  of  this  kind  have 
been  found  at  Plymouth,  in  different  ftages  of 
putrefaction. 

dog  fish,  Squalus  catulus. 

SHARK,  *  Squalus  car  charms  ? 

sturgeon,  -  Acipenfer  Jlurio. 

I  u  M p  f  i  s ii,  CyclopUrus  lumpus. 

FISHES, 
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FISHES. 

EEL,  Murana  anguilU. 

CONGER  EEL,  Murama  conger, 

gat  fish,  Anarhichas  lupus. 

snake  fish,  Ophidium  imberbe. 

haddock,  Gaelics  aglefinus. 

COD,  Gad  us  morhua. 

The  cod  comes  into  the  river  Pafcataqua,  in 
the  fpring  and  fall,  and  is  taken  at  fea,  in  all 
months  of  the  year.  The  belt  are  caught  in 
the  winter.  The  next  in  quality  are  taken 
in  the  fpring  and  beginning  of  fummer  ;  the 
third  kind  in  the  latter  end  of  fummer  and 
beginning  of  antumn. 

FROST  fish,  Gadus  lit  feus, 

pollack,  Gadus  poll achius. 

small  pollack,  Gadus  vir ens. 

hake,  Gadus  molva. 

The  haddock,  hake  and  pollack  are 
taken  at  fea,  in  the  fpring  and  fummer,  and 
being  dried,  are  fold  under  the  denomination  of 
fcale  nfh. 

sc u  LP i o N,  Ccttus  quadricornis . 

P  L  Al  se,  PUuronecles  platejfa. 

flounder,  Pleuronetles  Jlefus. 

holieut,  Pleuronecles  maximus  ? 

The  holibut  is  the  largeft  fiih  which  is 
taken  for  food.  When  full  grown,  it  exceeds 
50olb,  in  weight  ;  thofe  of  2001b.  are  fre- 
quently brought  to  market. 

DAB, 
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DAB,  Pieu  ro  nccles  papula  jit  s\ 

RED  perch,  Perca fluviatalis. 

white  perch,  Perca  hi  dope  rca  ? . 

whiting,  Perca  alburnus. 

s  £  A  P  E  R  c  n ,  Perca  undulata  ? 

BASS,  Perca  ocelata. 

The  bass  was  formerly  taken  in  great 
plenty,  in  the  river  Pafcataqua;  but  by  the  in- 
judicious ufe  of  nets,  in  the  winter,  this 
fifhery  was  almoft  deftroyed.  After  the  mif- 
chi-ef  wras  done,  a  law  was  made  againft.  it ; 
but  the  bafs  have  never  fince  reforted  to  this 
river  in  any  great  numbers.  It  is  faid  by 
fome,  that  fifli  which  are  ipawned  in  rivers, 
and  defcend  to  the  fea,  return  to  thole  rivers, 
only  where  they  are  fpawned.  If  this  princi- 
ple be  true,  the  .breed  might  be  renewed  by 
bringing  fome  of  the  bafs,  which  are  caught 
in  Merrimack  river,  alive,  over  the  land,  to 
the  nearer!:  part  of  the  waters  of  Pifcataqua,- 
a  diftance  not  more  than  twelve  miles.  This 
muft  be  done  before  the  fpawning  feafon,  and 
might  very  eafily  be  accompliilied. 

SHINER,  Pe rca  nobilis  ? 

chub,  Perca  ph  ila  cklph  ica . 

bream,  Pe  rca  ch  ryfopte  ra  2 

stickle  BACK,  Gaffe  ro/le  us  ac  u  lea  I  us. 

skip  jack,  G  after  often  s  f aha  trice, 

MACKREL,  Scomber  fcomber. 

POUT,  Silurus  fells. 

s A  t  M o  \\  Sahno  [alar  f  ■ 

The 
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The  salmon  formerly  frequented  the  river 
Pafcataqua;  but  the  numerous  dams  built 
acrofs  its  branches,  have  obftructed  thecourfe 
of  this  valuable  nth,  and  it  has,  for  many 
years,  totally  forfaken  the  river.  It  ftill  af- 
cends  the  Saco,  Merrimack  and  Connecticut ; 
in  the  two  laft,  to  their  fartheft  head  j  in  the 
former,  a  projecting  rock,  in  the  great  fall, 
near  Sunday's  rocks,  forms  an  infurmountable 
ohftruction  ;  but  there  is  a  free  courfe  for  this 
fifh  up  the  branch  called  great  OfTapy. 

salmon  trout,  Salmo  truda  ? 

The  trout  is  found  in  all  the  ftreams 
which  flow  from  the  mountains,  and  very 
near  their  fummits.  The  fame  is  obferved 
concerning  this  fifh,  in  other  countries.  Sir 
W.  Hamilton,  defcribing  the  Appennines,  in 
Italy,  fays  *  the  road  follows  the  windings  of 

♦  the  Garigliano,  which  is  a  beautiful  clear 
f  trout  ftream,  with  a  great  variety  of  cafcades 
'  and  cataracts.3*  Arid  Swinburne,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  Pyrenees  fays  *  trouts  are  often 
4  feen   fwimming  down    the  ftream  ;  but  if 

*  difturbed,  retire  into  the  bowels  of  the 
mountain, '"f  In  fome  of  the  bays  of  Wini.- 
pifeogee  lake  and  river,  very  large  trouts  are 
taker\  with  the  hook.  Thofe  from  6  to 
10  lb,  are  common,  and  fome  have  been 
caught  of  20  lb.  weight. 

smelt,  Salmo  eperlan^s. 

PICKEREL,    or  PIKE,  EJOX  luciuS,  ATTi'.F 

*  Philos.  tranfatfc.  Vol.  67,  anno.  1786,  p.  369. 
+  Travels  through  Sr?ain.  Vol.   a.  p.  31,1. 
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.    atnerine,  Atherina  menidia. 

herring,  Clupea  harengus. 

shad,.  Clupea  alofa . 

The  shad  afcend  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
falmon,  and  are  taken  frequently  in  the  fame 
nets.  The  falmon  fiihery  is  fo  regulated  by 
law,  that  three  days  only,  in  the  week,  are  al- 
lowed to  catch  them. 

HARD  HEAD,  Clupea  dura. 

ALEWIFE,  -Clupea  ferrata. 

BRET,  Clupea  minima. 

sucker,  An  cyprinus  ? 

MENOW,  An  cyprinus  ? 

There  are  many  other  frefti  and  fait  water 
fifties,  not  fufriciently  known  to  be  arranged, 

INSECTS. 

Scarab  (Bus  Jzmfon. 
Scarabceus  carolinus. 
Scarabceus  Jlercorarius. 
Scarabceus  horticola  f 
Scarabceus  lanigerus. 
Several  new    fpecies,  and 

others  that  have  not  been 

arranged, 
Lucanus  cervus. 
Lucanus  interruptus. 
Dermejies  lardariusi 
Dermejies  typograpkus. 
Gyrinus  natator. 
Silpka  vtfpillo. 
Coccinella  2 — pujlulata. 
Several  fpecies.  wee- 


horned  BEETLE, 
CAROLINA  BEETLE, 
DUNGHILL  BEETLE, 
APPLE  BEETLE, 
GOLDEN  BEETLE, 


STAG  BEETLE, 
FLUTED  BEETLE, 


WATER  FLEA, 
FETID  BEETLE, 
LADY  FLY, 
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WEEVIL, 
SNOUTED  WEEVIL, 

COAT  CHAFFER, 

FIREFLY, 

SKIPPER, 

GLOW-WORM, 

CANTHARIDES, 

WATER    BEETLE, 


BLACK  BEETLE, 


BLOSSOM  EATER, 


Cockroach, 
grasshopper, 

CRICKET, 

LOCUST, 

MOLE  CRICKET, 

FROGHOPPER,  -\ 

BALM  CRICKET,      j 


Chryfomela — many  fpecies. 
Bruchus  pifi. 
Curculio  quercus> 
Many  fpecies. 
Ccrambyx  con  arias. 
Many  fpecies. 
Lampyris  lucida. 
Several  fpecies. 
Elater  oculatus. 
Many  fpecies. 
Cicindela  Carolina. 
One  or  two  other  fpecies. 
Buprejiris  mariana 
Two  or  three  other  fpecies. 
Dytifcus  piceus. 
Dytifcus  marginalise 
Dytifcus  Jlriatus . 
Several  other  fpecies. 
Carabus  americanus. 
Numerous  fpecies. 
Meloe  nigra. 
S 'tap ky linns  maxillofus. 
Forficula. — Two  fpecies. 
Blatta  americana^fnon- 
indigcnus.J 

Qrillus .- — Numerous  fpe- 
cies. 

Qrillus  gryilotalpa. 

Cicada. — Many  fpecies. 

Large 
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Large   and  fmail 

WATER  FLY 


fmain 

:•  1 


BOAT  FLY. 
BUG, 

louse,  on  cabbages, 
louse,  on  leaves  of  *} 
trees  and  plants,      J 
BUG  on  plants  and  trees, 


BUTTERFLY, 

NIGHT  FLUTTERER 
OWL  MOTH, 

MOTH,  Or  MILLER, 

APPLE  MOTH,  Or  CAN- 
KER WORM, 
DRAGON    FLY, 
ADDER  FL 


'} 


OAK  APPLE  FLY, 
SAW  FLY, 
WASP, 
HOR 

BUMBLE  BE; 
WILD  BEE, 
AUNT, 
BLACK  I 

brow: 

horse  fly, 
mosquito, 
stinging  fly, 


NET,  J 

■ 
K  FLY,  1 
N  FLY,  J 


Notone&a. — 
Several  fpecies. 

Cmex, — Numerous  fpecies. 
Aphis  brajjicx. 

Aphis.— Numerous  fpecies. 

Chermes. — Many  fpecies. 

f  Numerous  fpe- 
Papilico,  <   cies,and feveral 

V^non-defcriptSk 
Sphinx. 

Many  new  fpecies. 
Phalorna. — 
Numerous  fpecies. 

Pkalana  wauaria  ? 

Libtllula. — Several  fpecies. 

Hemerobius  petlimcornis*. 
Several  fpecies. 
Cynips. — Several  fpecies. 
Tenthredo  betulcr. 

Vtfpa. — Many  fpecies. 

Apis. — Several  fpecies. 

Formica. — Several  fpecies. 

Mufca.— Numerous  fpecies. 

Tabanus. — Several  fpecies. 
Culax  pip  u  vs. 
Co  nop  s  c  ale  i  trans. 

snow 
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Show  flea, 

FATHER  LONG  LEGS. 

SPIDER, 

CRAB, 

LOBSTER, 

SHRIMP, 

HERMIT  CRAB,  j 

SLENDER  CRAB, J 


> 


Podura  nivalis. 
Pkalangium. 
Several  fpecies. 
Ar.anea. — Many  fpecies. 


Cancer. — Many  fpecies. 


'utmus. 


ilNGCRAB,  OrHORSEl         ,,  ,        ulu, 

J>     Monoculus  polypih 

SHOE,  J 

Monoculus  pifcinus. 
Monoculus  pulex. 
Monoculus  qaadricornus. 


STAR  FISH,  Ox    FINGER 

FISH, 
SEA  EGG, 
BARNACLE, 
HOG  CLAM, 
RAZOR  SHELL   CLAM, 
LONG  SHELL  CLAM, 
OYSTER, 
M-USCLE, 
COCKLE, 
LIMPETS, 

SAND   SHELL  CLAM, 
SEA  ANEMONE 


} 
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sea  clam,  Holothuria phanldpkus. 

£QUip,  Sepia  ?nedia. 

Sepia  coligo. 
sea  lungs,  Medufa  pilearis. 

AJterias. — Three  or    four 
fpecies,    , 

Echinus. — Several  fpecies. 

Lepas  anatifera. 

My  a  arenaria. 

Solen  en/is. 

Solen  radiatis. 

Oflrea, . 

Mytilus  edulis. 

Merit  a  lift  oralis  ? 

Patella  fufca, 

Sabella  granulata. 

Anemone  marina  locomotive. 

There 
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There  is  a  tradition, grounded  on  a  paiTage  in 
Joffelyn's  voyage  to  New  England,  and  repeat- 
ed by  Gordon,  in  his  geographical  grammar, 
of  zfcarlet  mufcle,  found  in  the  river  Pafcata- 
qua,  in  which  is  a  vein,  yielding  a  fcarlet  li- 
quor, which  affords  an  indelible  ftain  to  linen. 
Having  made  inquiry,  I  have  not  heard  of 
this  mufcle,  nor  the  place  (Baker*s  cove)  where 
itisfaid  to  have  been  found.  Mr.  Peck, 
who  is  curious  in  his  inquiries  into  the  natural 
hiftory  of  the  country,  has  affured  me,   that 

*  thtfanies  of  many  teftaceous  marine  animals 

*  will  give  the  fame  tint.     There  is  a  fpecies 

*  of  the  buccinum,  or  white  cockle,  which  is 

*  very  commonly  found  on  the  fhore,  and  not 

*  confined  to  any  particular  place,  which  being 

*  broken,  and  the  fanies  taken  up  wTith  a  hair 
4  pencil,  will  mark  linen  with  a  fine  and  du- 
'  rable  crimfon.     The  colour  is  obferved  to 

*  vary  from  its  original  yellow,  to  green,  blue, 
'purple,  and  crimfon,  which  is  its  ultimate 
I  change.* 

Vaft  beds  of  mufcle s  appear  in  the  river 
at  low  water,  which  are  never  ufed  j  but 
might  be  taken  out,  and  laid  as  manure  on  the 
adjacent  lands. . 

Of  the  imrnenfe  variety  of  infedts,  with 
which  both  the  land  and  fea  abound,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  give  a  particular  defcription.  There 
is  an  ample  range  for  the  curious  naturalift, 

both 
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both  on  the  fea  fhpre,  in  the  open  land,  and 
in  the  thick  woods  ;  but  if  he  engages  earneft- 
ly  in  the  purfuit,  it  may  be  advifeable  to  defend 
himfelf,  after  the  manner  of  the  Indians,  by 
fmearing  the  expofed  parts  of  his  body  with 
the  oyl  of  the  beaver. 

The  common  black  fly  is  not  a  native 
,of  the  country,  but  was  brought  in  ihips 
from  the  Weft  Indies.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  the  cochroch,  which  has  not  yet 
quitted  the  maritime  towns.  The  bumble 
bee  is  undoubtedly  a  native ;  but  it  has  been 
doubted  whether  the  honey  bee  is,  or  is 
not.  That  feveral  fpecies  of  the  honey  bee 
were  known  in  Mexico,  before  the  Spanifh 
invafion,  appears  from  the  tribute-rolls,  and 
other  hiftorical  paintings  of  that  empire ;  but 
it  is  probable  that  bees  were  firft  brought  into 
thefe  northern  parts,  from  Europe.  Joffelyn 
is  the  only  writer  who  mentions  them,  and 
this  was  his  opinion,  with  which  tradition  con- 
curs. They  have  multiplied  exceedingly, 
and  are  frequently  found  in  a  wild  ftate,  en- 
clofed  in  the  trunks  of  hollow  trees,  in  all 
parts  of  New-Hampfhire  as  far  northward  as 
the  State  is  inhabited,  which  is  44°  40/  of 
north  latitude.  They  chiefly  delight  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  cultivation,  as  they  derive 
their  principal  food  from  the  labors  of  man. 
N  The 
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The  Caterpillars  lay  their  eggs  on  the  branch- 
es of  apple  trees,  and,  being  hatched  by  the 
warmth  of  the  fpring,  they  form  clufters,  and 
inclofe  themfelves  in  a  web,  whence  they  iffue 
forth  in  queft  of  food,  and  deftroy  the  leaves 
of  this  and  other  trees ;  but  the  moft  formi- 
dable enemy  to  the  apple  tree,  is  the  canker 
worm.  It  comes  out  of  the  ground  early  in 
the  fpring,  and  afcends  the  tree  in  the  fhape  of 
a  white  winged  infed,  where  it  deposits  its 
eggs,  which,  being  hatched  by  the  genial 
warmth  of  the  feafon,  are  converted  into  mill- 
ions of  black  worms,  about  an  inch  inlengthl 
Thefe  {trip  the  tree  of  its  verdure,  and,  by  the 
middle  of  June,  it  has  the  appearance  of  au- 
tumn. While  engaged  in  this  mifchief,  if 
the  tree  be  {truck  or  Ihaken,  each  worm  de- 
fcends  to  the  ground  by  a  thread,  fpun  inftant- 
ly  from  its  bowels,  and  afcends,  by  the  fame 
rout,  when  the  danger  is  over.  By  the  21ft  of 
June,  they  difappear  y  the  tree  puts  forth  new 
leaves,  but  bears  no  fruit.  The  beft  way  of 
guarding  againft  them,  is  by  putting  a  circle  of 
warm  tar  round  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  and  re- 
newing it  every  day,  during  the  time  of  their 
afcentj  this  arreftsand  confines  them,  till  they 
periih.  They  were  not  known  in  New-Hamp- 
•  ihire  till  about  twenty  years  part,  arrd  there 
are  fome  parts  which  they  have  not  yet  reach- 
ed.    They    do   not  appear   every   year,   but 

there 
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there  is  no  regular  interval  between  their  ap- 
pearances, nor  is  the  caufe  of  the  interruption 
known. 

Belide  thefe,  there  is  another  fpecies,  which 
comes  but  once  in  many  years,  and  deftroys 
the  corn  and  grafs,  as  well  as  leaves  of  trees. 
Their  laft  appearance  was  in  1770.  It  was 
obferyed  that  they  did  not  touch  the  leaves  of 
elder.  From  obfervations  of  this  kind,  a 
hint  was  taken  to  make  ufe  of  elder,  and  efpec- 
ially  the  dwarf  elder,  as  a  means  of  preferv- 
ing  the  feeding  leaves  of  young  efculent  vege- 
tables,- and  even  the  branches  of  trees  *  frorii 
being  deftroyed  by  irifecSs. 
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CHAP.       XL 

Caverns  >  Stones,  FoJJits,  and  Minerals  * 

HIS  chapter  mult  be  extremely  imper- 
fe<ft,  as  many  parts  of  the  country  are 
yet  unexplored ;  and  of  thofe  which  are  known 
the  knowledge,  is  moftly  confined  to  the  fur- 
face  and  its  vegetation.  Such  things  however 
as  have  occurred,  mail  be  noticed. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  prec- 
ipices, fome  openings  appear,  which  are  gener- 
ally fuppofed  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and 
rattle  fnakes;  and  are  rather  objects  of  dread 
than  of  curiofity.  A  particular  defcription  of 
-one  of  thefe  caverns  in  the  townfhip  of  Chefter, 
by  Peter  French,  an  ingenious  young  gen- 
tleman:,  deceafed.,.  mail  be  given  in  his  own* 
words. 

1  At  about  five  miles  diftance  from  Chefter 

*  meeting  houfe,  and  very  near  the  road  leading 

*  to    Concord,    is    an  eminence   called   rattle 

*  make  hill.  Its  bafe  is  nearly  circular,  and 
4  about  half  a  mile  in  diameter.  It  is  very 
4  ragged,  efpeeially  on  the  fouthern  fide  ;  where 
'  it  is  almoft  perpendicular ;  and  its  fummit 
'  frowns  tremendous,  about  400  feet  high.  In 
4  this  fide,  at  the  height  often  yards,  is  an  aper- 

*  tare:: 
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*  ture  in  the  rocks,  of  about  five  feet  high,  and 

*  twenty  inches  broad ;  which  is  the  entrance 

*  to  what  is  called  the  DeviPs  den  ;  concerning 

*  which,  many  frightful  ftories  are  told,  to 
'x  increafe  the  terrors  of  the  evening,  among  the 

*  children  of  the  neighbouring  villages ;  and 

*  indeed  I  have  obferved  the  eyes  of  men  af« 
'  fume  a  peculiar  brightnefs,  while  recounting 

*  the  imaginary  dangers  which  they  had  there 

*  fortunately  efcaped. 

£  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet  long ;  it 
4  then  contracts  its  height  to  twro  feet  and  a 

*  half,  and  difplays  its  breadth  horizontally  on 
4  the  right,  fifteen  feet ;  where  it  is  irregularly 
4  loft  among  the  contiguous  rocks.     This  form 

*  of  the  cavity  continues  about  ten  feet ;  when 
1  it  fuddenly  becomes  about  eight  feet  high, 
1  and  three  wide  ■;  the  fides  nearly  perpendicu- 

*  lar,  continuing  thus  about  nine  feet.     In  the 

*  midway  of  which,   on  the  fame  plane,  and 

*  nearly  at  right  angles  on  the  left,  is  an  aperture 

*  of  five  feet  high  and  four  wide,  which  con- 
'  tinues  tea  or  twelve  feet,  where  it  is  loft  ir- 

*  regularly  among  the  rocks.  Oppofite  to  this, 
'on  the  right,  lies  a  fpacious  chamber,  paral- 
1  lei  to  the  faid  plane ;  elevated  about  four  feet, 

*  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  fquare,  and  about  three 
'  feet  high ;  floored  and  ceiled  by  a  regular 
4  rock,  from  the  upper  part  of  which  are  de- 
pendent  many    excre fences,    nearly   in   the 

1  form 
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'  form  of  a  pear,  fome  of  which  are  more  than 
p  an  inch  long ;  but  there  is  a  much  greater 
number  of  every  poffible  inferior  fize  ;  thefe 
are  eafily  feparable  from  the  rock,  and  fever- 
al  of  them  are  depofited  in  the  mufeum  at 
Cambridge,  where  they  are  fhewn  for  petri- 
fied water.  Their  colour  and  confiftence  are 
thofe  of  a  common  ftone ;  but  when  ap- 
proached in  the  cave  with  a  flambeau,  they 
throw  about  a  fparkling  luftre  of  almoft  ev- 
ery hue.  This  appearance  is  caufed  by  a 
large  drop  of  water,  which  hangs  about  the 
end  of  each  ;  and  when  the  echo  of  its  fall 
has  reverberated  round  the  vault,  another  be- 
gins to  kindle  in  fucceffion. 

■  At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  nine 
feet,  is.  a  perpendicular  defcent  of  about  four 
feet  ;  where  the  paffage,  becoming  not  more 
than  eighteen  inches  wide,  but  at  leaft  fif- 
teen feet  high,  andftill  nearly  perpendicular, 
bends  gently  to  the  right,  in  an  arch  of  a 
very  large  circle,  for  about  thirty  feet  ; 
where  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the  height  falls 
into  breadth,  and  all  in  kvcn  or  eig4it  feet 

o 

more  is  loft  among  the  rocks,  in  inconfider- 
able  chinks. 
4  The  general  direction  of  this  cave  is  near- 
ly north,  and  upon  an  afcent  of  about  three 
degrees.  The  cavity  is  terminated  by  rocks, 
on  all  fides  ;    fave  that  the  above  mentioned 

1  thirty; 
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*  thirty  feet  has  a  gravelly  bottom,  at  the  far- 

*  ther   end  of  which    rifes   a  fmall   rivulet, 

*  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur.     This 

*  rivulet  inereafes  imperceptibly  in  its  defcent, 

*  along  the  thirty  feet  ;  when  it  falls  fuddenly 
'  into  a  tranfverfe  chink,  about  three  inches 
'  wide,  which  receives  it  .  perpendicularly 
8  about  ten  feet  ;  when  the  little  fubterraneous 
1  cafcade  is  intercepted  by  fome  thin  lip  of  a 
'  rock,  and  thrown  about  in  quite  a  merry 

*  ftrain,  for  fuch  a  folitary  manfion. 

*  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  paffage, 
'  are  cafed  with  a  fhell   of  a  reddifh  colour, 

*  about  half  an  inch  thick  ;    which  is  eafily 

*  feparable  from  the  rock,  in  flakes  as  large  as 
c  a  man's  hand,     Thefe  flakes,  emit  a  ftrong 

*  fcent  of  fulphur,  when  thrown  into  the  fire  ; 

*  and  this  circumftance  has  given  rife  to  a  con- 

*  jeclure,  that  fubterraneous  fires  have  former- 
■  ly  raged  here  ;  but  whatever  truth  there  may 
'  be  in  this  opinion,   the  cave  is  now  exceed- 

*  ingly  cold,  and  a  more  gloomy  fituation  is 
'  fcarcely  imaginable.' 

In  the  town  of  Durham  there  is  a  rock, 
wThich  is  computed  to  weigh  fixty  or  feventy 
tons.  It  lies  fo  exaclly  poifed  on  another 
rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  one  finger.  It 
is  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  aud  its  fituation  ap- 
pears to  be  natural.  Many  other  fingular  ap- 
pearances among  the  rocks  and  mountains  at- 
tract 


xt)z  HISTORY     O  F 

tract  the  attention  of  the  curious,  and  ferveas 
objects  of  amazement  to  the  vulgar. 

Of  the  different  kinds  of  earths  and 
clays,  which  are  found  in  New-Hampfhire, 
it  would  be  endlefs  to  give  an  account.  The 
towns  of  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham  and 
Dover,  abound  in  clays.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Connecticut  river. 
In  many  of  the  new  townfhips,  clay  does  hot 
appear  till  after  the  earth  has  been  opeiled 
and  cultivated.  Marles,  though  found  in 
great  plenty  in  fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed. 
Immenfe  treafures  of  this  precious  manure 
will  be  referved  for  future  generations. 

Red  and  yellow  ochres  are  found  in 
Sommerfworth,  Chefter  field,  Rindge  and  Jaf- 
frey.  It  is  obfervable  that  in  feveral  places, 
a  ftratum  of  yellow  is  found  under  one  of  red 
ochre,  without  any  intervening  fubftance. 
Thefe  have  been  purified /and  ufed  with  luccefs 
in  painting. 

At  Orford  on  Connecticut  river,  is  found 
the  s o  a p-rock ,  [Steatites) .  It  has  the  prop- 
erty of  fuller's  earth,  in  cleanling  cloths.  It 
is  of  a  confiftence  between  earth  and  ftone.  It 
may  be  fawn  or  cut  with  carpenter's  tools, 
into  any  form  whatever.  To  determine  its  ca- 
pacity of  enduring  heat,  I  carefully  meafured 
and  weighed  a  piece  of  it ;  and  having  kept 
it  for  one  hour,  in  a  glowing  fire  of  coals, 

and 
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and  cooled  it  gradually,  I  found  its  fize  was 
not  in  theleaft  diminished.  It  loft  a  fixty-fifth 
part  of  its  weight.  It  was  evidently  cracked, 
and  was  eafily  broken,  by  the  hand.  It  was 
equally  foft  as  before,  and  as  capable  of  being 
cut  orfcraped.  Its  colour  was  changed  from 
a  light  grey,  to  a  micaceous  yellow.  The 
piece  on  which  this  experiment  was  made, 
weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounces. 

In  various  parts  of  the  country  is  found  that 
tranfparent  fubftance,  which  is  commonly  cal- 
led ising -glass,  [Lapis Jpecu/aris.)  It  is  a 
fpecies  of  talc  ;  and  is  found  adhering  to 
rocks  of  white  or  yellow  quartz,  and  lying  in 
lamina ',  like  iheets  of  paper.  The  molt  of  it 
is  white,  fome  is  yellow,  and  fome  has  a  pur- 
ple hue.  The  largeft  leaves  of  this  curious 
fubftance  are  found  in  a  mountain,  in  the 
townlhip  of  Grafton,  about  twenty  miles 
eaftward  of  Dartmouth  college.  It  was  firft 
difcovered  in  the  following  manner.  A  hunt- 
er took  ihelter  for  the  night  in  a  cavern  of  the 
mountain  ;  and  in  the  morning  found  him- 
felf  furrounded  with  this  tranfparent  fub- 
ftance ;  a  large  leaf  of  which  he  faftened  to 
the  branch  of  a  tree,  near  the  cave,  as  a  mark 
by  which  he  might  again  find  the  place. 
This  happened  during  the  late  war,  when 
window-glafs  could  not  be  imported.  The 
fcarcity  of  that  convenient  article  brought  the 

tale 
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tale  into  repute.  Many  perfons  employed 
their  time  in  blowing  the  rocks,  feparating 
the  laminae,  cutting  them  into  fquares,  and 
vending  them  about  the  country.  This  fub- 
ftance  is  particularly  valuable  for  the  windows 
of  fhips,  as  it  is  not  brittle  but  elaftic,  and 
will  ftandi:he  explofion  of  cannon.  It  is  alfo 
ufed  to  cover  miniature  paintings,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  minute  objects  for  the  microfcope.  The 
difad vantage  of:  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  con- 
tracts duft,  and  is  not  eafily  cleaned  ;  but'for 
lanterns,  it  is  preferable  to  glafs. 

Chrystals  and  chrystalline  spars 
have  been  found  at  North  wood,  Rindge  and 
Conway.  They  are  of  various  fizes,  gener- 
ally hexagonal,  and  terminating  in  a  pointy 
The  larger!  which  has  fallen  under  my  knowl- 
edge, was  found  at  Conway.  It  was  fix  inches 
in  length,  eight  in  circumference,  and  weighed 
thirty  two  ounces  ;  but  it  was  not  throughout 
pellucid. 

Allum  pre  has  been  found  at  Harrington, 
Orfordandjaffrey.  Vitriol  at  Jaffrey,  Brent- 
wood and  Rindge.  It  is  generally  combined 
in  the  fame  ftone  with  sulphur.  Thofe 
ft  ones  which  I  have  feen  are  ihelly,  and  the 
vitriol  exudes  at  the  fiffures.  I  have  one, 
which  has  been  kept  perfectly  dry,  for  above 
twelve  years  ;  and  it  produces  the  white  efr 
flprefcence   as   plentifully  as    ever.      It  was 

taker) 
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^en  £ro,m  Lebanon,  in  the  county  of  York  ; 
where  there  is  an  immenfe  quantity. 

Free-stone  has  been  difcovered  at  Han- 
over and  Piermont.  At  Orford  are  many 
slate  rocks,  and  a  grey  ftone,  which  may 
be  wrought  to  great  perfection,  either  for 
building  or  for  mill-stones.  It  is  faid  to 
be  nearly,  equal  to  the  imported  burr  Hones  ; 
and  is  in  great  demand. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  many  places ;  moft 
commonly  in  fwamps.  It  generally  dif  covers 
itfelf  by  the  colour  and  tafie  of  the  water, 
which  runs  through  it  ;  and  there  are  many 
fprings  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  country 
which  are  impregnated  in  different  degrees 
with  it.  Black  lead  {plumbago)  is  found 
in  large  quantities  about  the  grand  Monad- 
nock,  in  thetownfhip  of  Jaffrey.  In  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  fome  fmall  fpecimens  of 
copper  and  lead  have  been  feen.  There 
is  alfo  an  appearance  of  copper  in  fome  rocks 
at  Orford ;  but  no  metal  except  iron  has 
been  wrought  to  any  advantage. 

Fossil  shells  have  been  found  near 
Lamprey  river,  in  Newmarket,  at  the  depth 
offeventeen  feet;  and  in  fuch  a  fituation  as 
that  the  bed  of  the  river  could  never  have  been 
there.  The  ihells  were  of  oyfters,  mufcles 
and  clams,  intermixed.    Clam  {hells  have  alfo 

been 
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been  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dartmouth  college. 

Fossil  trees  are  fometimes  found  in  the 
intervale  lands,  adjoining  the  great  rivers. 

Mineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcience  which  is 
but  little  cultivated.  Men  of  genius  and  fci- 
ence have  not  leifure  to  purfue  objects  from 
which  prefent  advantages  cannot  be  drawn. 
The  difappointments  which  have  attended 
fome  expenfive  attempts ;  the  air  of  myftery 
thrown  over  the  fubject  by  ignorant  pretend- 
ers ;  and  the  facility  with  which  every  mineral 
may  be  imported  from  abroad,  have  difcour- 
aged  inquiries.  But  from  the  fpecimens 
which  have  appeared,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  exiftence  of  mineral  and  foffil  treafures, 
in  the  fearch  of  wThich,  future  generations  will 
find  employment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XII. 

Defcription  of  the  Harbour  and  River  of  Paf 

cat  aqua. 

THI§  is  the  only  feaport  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ;  its  latitude  is  43  °  5'  N.  and  its 
longitude  70  °  41 '  W.  from  the  royal  obferva- 
tory  at  Greenwich.  It  is  known  to  feamen 
by  the  following  marks.  Agamenticus,  a  re- 
markable mountain  in  the  county  of  York, 
lies  four  leagues  due  north.  Pigeon  hill,  on 
Cape  Anne,  bears  due  fouth,  diftant  ten 
leagues  ;  and  the  higheft  of  the  ifles  of  fhoals 
bears  S.  E.  by  S.  diftant  three  leagues  from 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

In  the  middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  lies 
Great-Ifland,  on  which  the  town  of  Newcaf- 
tle  is  built.  On  the  N.  E.  point  of  this  iflanda 
light  houfe  was  erected  in  1 771 ,  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  province ;  but  it  is  now  ceded  to 
the  United  States.  The  directions  for  enter- 
ing the   harbour   are  thefe  :    *  Ships  coming 

*  from  the  Eaft,  mould  keep  in  twelve  fathom, 

*  till  the  light  bears  N.  half  a  point  E.  or  W. 
'  diftant  three  miles  ;  (to  avoid  a  ledge  of 
■  rocks  which  lies  off  the  mouth  of  the  har- 

*  bour ;   )  then  bear  away  for  the  light,  keep- 

ing 
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4  ing  the  weftern  fliore  on  board,  and  coming 
4  no  nearer  that  fliore,  than  the  depth  of  nine 

*  fathoms ;  giving  the  light  a  proper  birth,  and 
4  {landing  over  to  the  northern  fliore  of  the  riv- 
4  er ;  where  they  may  anchor  in  nine  fathoms, 
"i  abreail  of  Sparhawk's  point.     Ships  coming 

*  from  the  fouth ward,  lliould  obferve  the  fame 
4  .directions,  refpecling  the  light,  and  keep  in 

*  nine  fathoms  on  the  weftern  fliore. ' 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-Ifland  and 
Kittery  fliore,  is  the  main  entrance,  about  a 
mile  wide,  nine  and  ten  fathoms  deep.  The 
anchorage  is  good;  the  fliore  is  lined  with 
rocks  ;  the  harbour  is  land-locked  on  all  fides, 
and  perfectly  fafe,'  The  tides  rife  from  ten  to 
fourteen  feet.  The  other  entrance  oh  tlie 
fouth  fide  of  Great-Ifland,  is  called  Little  Har- 
bour; the  water  here  is  flioal,  and  the  bottom 

fandy.  j,f-. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between 
which  and  the  fliores  are  channels  for  fmall 
veflels  and  boats.  Between  the  upper  end  of 
Great-Ifland,  and  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  oh 
the  fouthern  fide  of  the  river,  is  a  broad,  deep, 
Hill  water  called  the  Fool ;  where  the  largeft 
fliips  may  lie  very  conveniently  and  fecurely. 
This  was  the  ufual  ftation  for  the  maft-fliips, 
of  which  feven  have  been  loading  at  one  time. 
In  this  place  the  Aftraea  fliip  of  war  of  twenty 
guns,  was  burnt,  oh  a  feverely  cold  morning, 

January 
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January  17,  1744.  She  had  been  captured 
from  the  Spaniards  at  Porto  Bello ;  and  was 
taking  in  a  load  of  naval  ftcfes,  for  the  Britifh. 
fleet  at  Jamaica,  when  this  accident  happen- 
ed. 

The  main  channel  lies  between  Peirce's 
ifland  and  Seavey's  ;  on  eaclrof  which,  batte- 
ries of  cannon  were  planted,  and  entrenchments 
formed  in  1775.  Here  the  ftream  is  contract- 
ed to  a  very  narrow  paffage,  and  the  tide  is  ex- 
tremely rapid  ;  but  the  water  is  deep,  with  a 
bold  rocky  more  on  each  fide.  The  rapidity- 
of  the  current  prevents  the  river  from  freezing 
in  the  fevereft  winters. 

The  town  of  Portfmouth  lies  about  two 
miles  from  the  fea,  on  the  fouth  more  of  the 
river.  The  number  of  dwelling  houfes  at 
prefent  is  about  640,  and  of  other  buildings 
620.  The  public  buildings  are  three  Congre- 
gational churches,  one  Epiftopal,  one  Univer- 
falift,  a  State-houfe,  a  Market-houfe,  four 
School-houfes,  and  a  Work-houfe.  The  town 
has  convenient  wharves,  and  the  anchorage 
before  it  is  good*  There  is  depth  of  water 
fufficient  for  the  largeft  Ihips  j  and  there  arc 
fuch  natural  advantages,  for  all  the  purpofe's 
of  building  and  docking  them,  and  the  har- 
bour is  fo  capable  of  defence,  againft  any  fud- 
den  attack  by  fea,  that  it  might  be  made  a 
very  fafe  and  commodious  port,  for  a  navy. 

Ships 
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Ships  of  war  have  been  built  here,  both  in 
former  and  later  times,  viz.  the  Faulkland,  of 
54  guns,  in  1690  ;  the  Bedford-galley,  of  32, 
in  1696  ;  the  America,  of  40,  in  1749;  the 
Raleigh,  of  32,  in  1776  ;  the  Ranger,  of  x&, 
in  1777  ;  and  a  ihip  of  74  guns,  called  the 
America,  was  launched  the  5th  of  November, 
1782,  and  prefented  to  the  King  of  France,  by 
trie  Congrefs  of  the  United  States. 

Three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour lie  the  ifles  of  Shoals,  which  are  feven  in 
number.  On  Star-ifland,  the  town  of  Gofport 
is  built,  which  belongs  to  New-Hampfhire. 
The  dividing  line  runs  between  that  and  the 
next  ifland  to  the  northward,  which  belongs 
to  Maffachufetts.  Here  is  a  good  road,  with 
moorings  ;  and  an  artificial  dock  has  been  con - 
ftrucled  with  great  labour  and  expenfe,  by 
Mr.  Haley,  for  fiihing  veffels.  Ships  fome- 
times  take  fhelter  here  in  bad  weather,  but  it 
is  not  then  fafe  for  thofe  of  large  bulk.  Thefe 
Jflands,  being  of  folid  rock,  with  but  little 
earth,  are  incapable  of  any  improvement  by 
tillage,  though  they  afford  fome  pafturage  and 
gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  formerly  car- 
ried on  the  cod  fifhery  to  great  advantage  ; 
but  it  has  been  for  fome  years  declining.  Salt- 
works have  been  erected  on  one  of  the  iflands, 
which  have  yielded  fait  of  a  fuperior  quality, 
excellently  adapted  to  the  curing  of  fifh. 

The 
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The  Pafcataqua  is  the  only  large  river  whofe 
xvhole  courfe  is  in  New-Hampfhire.  Its  head 
is  a  pond  in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town  of 
Wakefield,  and  its  general  courfe  thence,  to  the 
fea,  is  S.  S.  E.  about  40  miles.  It  divides  New- 
Hampfhire  from  York  county,  in  Maffachu- 
fetts,  and  is  called  Salmon-fall  river,  from  its 
head,  to  the  lower  falls  at  Berwick  ;  where  it 
affumes  the  name  of  Newichawannock,  which 
it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Cochecho  river,  which 
comes  from  Dover,  when  both  run  together 
in  one  channel,  to  Hilton's  point,  where  the 
weftern  branch  meets  it.  From  this  junction 
to  the  fea,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that  it  never 
freezes  ;  the  diftance  is  feven  miles,  and  the 
courfe  generally  from  S.  to  S.  E.  The  weft- 
ern branch  is  formed  by  Swamfcot  river 
which  comes  from  Exeter,  Winnicot  river 
which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  Lam- 
prey river  which  divides  Newmarket  ft>m 
Durham  ;  thefe  empty  into  a  bay,  four  miles 
wide,  called  the  Great  Bay.  The  water  in  its 
further  progrefs  is  contracted  into  a  leffer  bay, 
and  then  it  receives  Oyfter  river,  which  runs  ' 
through  Durham,  and  Back- river,  which  comes 
from  Dover,  and  at  length  meets  with  the 
main  ftream  at  Hilton's  point.  The  tide  rifes 
into  all  thefe  bays  and  branches,  as  far  as  the 
lower  falls  in  each  river,  and  forms  a  mofl 
rapid  current,  especially  at  the  {cd.{on  of  the 
O  frefhetSL 
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frefhets,  when  the  ebb  continues  about  two 
hours  longer  than  the  flood ;  and  were  it  not 
for  the  numerous  eddies,  formed  by  the  in-^ 
dentings  of  the  fhore,  the  ferries  would  then 
be  impafTable.        > 

At  the  lower  falls  in  the  feveral  branches  of 
the  river,  are  landing  places,  whence  lumber 
and  other  country  produce  is  tranfported,  and 
veffelsor  boats  from  below  difcharge  their  lad- 
ing: So  that  in  each  river  there  is  a  convenient 
trading  place,  not  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen 
miles  diftant  from  Portfmouth,  with  which 
there  is  conftant  communication  by  every  tide, 
Thus  the  river,  from  its  form,  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  its  branches,  is  extremely  favorable  to 
the  purpofes  of  navigation  and  commerce. 

At  Dover  is  an  high  neck  of  land  between 
the  main  branch  of  Pafcataqua  and  Back  rivef, 
about  two  miles  long,  and  half  a  mile  wide, 
rifing  gently  along  a  fine  road,  and  declining 
on  each  fide  like  a  fhip's  deck.  It  commands  an 
extenfive  and  variegated  profpect  of  the  rivers, 
bays,  adjacent  mores,  and  diftant  mountains. 
It  has  often  been  admired  by  travellers  as  an 
elegant  fituation  for  a  city,  and  by  military 
gentlemen  for  a  fortrefs.  The  firft  fettlers 
pitched  here,  but  the  trade  has  longfince  been 
removed  to  Cochecho-falls,  about  four  miles 
farther  up  ;  and  this  beautiful  fpot  is  almoft 
deftrted  of  inhabitants. 

C  H  A  P. 
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■ 

'Trade,  Navigation,  Fijhery 'and '  Manufaclitres* 

• 

HE  firft     fpecies    of  traffic  which  was. 

known  in  this  country  was  the  fur  trade, 
with  the  Indians ;  the   next  object  was  fifli^. 
and  the  third  was  lumber. 

Formerly  the  banks  of  the  river  Pafcataqua 
were  covered  with  fine  timber,  which  was  cut 
or  fplit  into  any  form,  and  eafily  conveyed  on 
board  mips.  The  firft  fettlers  erected  faw«. 
mills,  on  the  branches  of  the  river ;  and  a  great 
trade  in  lumber  was  driven,  for  many  years. 
When  the  neighbouring  lands  were  cleared  of 
the  firft  growth,  it  was  fuppofedthat  the  lum- 
ber trade  would  decline  ;  but  it  was,  and  is 
ftill  kept  up  by  many  of  the  people,  and  is 
drawn  from  the  diftance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles, 
to  the  heads  of  the  tide,  in  the  branches  of  the 
river.  It  is  then  conveyed  in  rafts,  or  on 
board  large  gondolas,  to  the  Ihips,  in  different 
parts  of  the  river,  or  to  the  wharves  at  Portf- 
mouth. 

The  maft  trade  was  formerly  confined  to 

England  ;    all  white  pine  trees  of  certain  di- 

menfions  being  deemed  the  King's  property. 

The  contractors  and  agents   made  large   for- 

O  2  tunes 
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tunes  by  this  traffic  ;  but  the  labourers  who 
fpent  their  time  in  the  woods,  and  were  fup- 
plied  with-provifion  and  clothing  for  them- 
felves  and  their  families,  anticipated  their  earn- 
ings, and  were  generally  kept  in  a  ftate  of 
poverty  and  dependance. 

Ship  building  has  always  been  a  confidera- 
ble  branch  of  bufinefs.  European  traders  of- 
ten came  hither  to  build  fhips,  which  they 
could  do  much  cheaper  than  at  home,  by  the 
profit  made  on  the  goods,  which  they  brought 
with  them*  Our  own  merchants  alfo  built 
{hips  of  two  and  three  hundred  tons  ;  which 
were  employed  in  voyages,  to  the  Britifh  fugar 
iflands,  with  a  lading  of  lumber,  filh,  oil  and 
live  flock.  The  car 2:0  was  fold,  and  the 
produce  of  the  ifland  was  fent  hither  in  fmaller 
veffels,  for  home  confumption  ;  whilft  the 
fhips  took  a  lading  of  fugars  for  England, 
wrhere  they  were  fold  ;  and  with  the  freight  a 
remittance  (often  unprofitable)  was  made  to 
the  merchants  of  England,  for  goods  import- 
ed on  credit  the  preceding  year.  Other  vef- 
fels laden  with  timber  and  fpars  proceeded  di~ 
reddy  for  the  Britifh  ports,  and  were  fold  with 
their  cargoes,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  The 
coafting  trade  at  the  Southward,  was  an  ex- 
change of  Weft-India  commodities  for  corn, 
rice,  flour,  pork,  and  naval  ftores  ;  a  part  of 
which  being  re-exported  to  Newfoundland 
and  Nova  Scotia,   produced  bills  on  England 

for 
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for  remittance*  This  was  the  common  rou- 
tine of  trade,  before  the  late  revolution  ;  by 
which  the  profit  of  our  labour  centered  with 
the  merchants  of  England. 

The  foreign  trade,  as  diftinguifhed  from  na- 
tional, wras  very  inconfiderable.  Two  or 
three  vefTels  in  a  year  would  go  to  the  free  ports 
of  the  French  and  Dutch  Weft-Indies  with 
cargoes  of  lumber,  fifli  oil  and  provifions, 
and  bring  home  molaffes  to  be  diftilled  into 
rum,  in  the  only  diftil-houfe  in  New-Hamp- 
Ihire.  One  veffel  in  a  year  would  go  to  the 
Azores  or  the  Canaries  with  pipe  ftaves,  fifh, 
and  other  provifions,  and  return  with  a  cargo 
of  wrine,  the  blance  of  which  was  paid  in  cafh 
or  bills,  and  fometimes  a  fhip  which  had  been 
to  England,  would  get  a  freight  to  Lifbon  or 
Cadiz,  and  return  with  fait  and  fruit.  This 
was  the  fum  total  of  our  foreign  commerce.* 

Since 

*  Port  of  Pafcataqua. 

Foreign  Entries  in  the  Foreign  Clearances  in  the 

following  years,  following  years, 

1764  112  17^4 150 

1765  115  1765  199 

1766  113  1766  136 

1767  112  1767  170 

1768  124  1768  183 

1769  128  17&9  151 

1770  114  17?o  M2 

i77i  _  104  1771  i35 

1772  108  1772  136 


773  '    92 


1773\ 
9  months.  / 


-N.  B.  By  foreign  Entries  and  Clearances,  are  meant  all,  ex- 
cept the  coafling  and  fifhing  vefTels. 

From  Eleazer  Ruffell,  Efq.  Naval-Officer. 
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Since  the  revolution,  the  trade  to  the  Britilh 
Weft  Indies  has  ceafed  ;  but  the  French  and 
Dutch  ports  in  that  quarter,  are  frequented  by 
our  lumber  veffels  ;  though  the  reftriitions 
laid  upon  certain  articles  of  their  produce,  ren- 
der the  voyages  thither  lefs  profitable. 

For  feveral  years  fucceeding  the  late  war, 
the  partial  imports  and  impolitic  reftridtions 
of  our  own  government,  prevented  foreign 
veffels  from  loading  in  our  port,  and  a  want 
of  capital  or  of  enterprife  in  the  merchants  of 
Pafcataqua,  has  hitherto  kept  them  from  ex- 
ploring the  new  fources  of  commerce  which 
are  opened  to  America  by  her  independence, 
and  which  the  merchants  of  other  American 
ports  are  feeking  with  avidity.  Since  the  op- 
eration of  our  general  goverment,  an  equal  fyf- 
tem  of  import  has  been  introduced ;  and  trade 
is  regulated  fo  as  to  ferve  the  general  intereft 
of  the  union.  The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  j  and  the  revenue  arifing  from  trade  and 
navigation,  is  applied  to  national  purpofes. 

That  fuch  an  alteration  was  wife  and  faluta- 
ry,  may  be  evident  from  conlidering  the  fitu- 
ation  of  New-Hampfhire,  as  well  as  of  fome 
other  States  in  the  union. 

New-Harnpfliire  is  feated  in  the  bofom  of  ' 
Maffachufetts  with  a  narrow  ftrip  of  fea  coait, 
&hd  one  only  port.     Her  inland  country  ex- 
tends 
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tends  fo  widely  as  to  cover  a  great  part  of  the 
neighbouring  States,  and  render  a  commercial 
connexion  with  them  abfolutely  neceflary.  All 
the  towns  which  are  fituate  on  the  fouthern, 
and  many  of  thofe  on  the  weftern  borders  of 
New-Hampfhire,  find  it  more  convenient  to 
carry  their  produce  to  market,  either  at  New- 
bury-port,  Salem*  Bofton  or  Hartford.  The 
towns  on  Saco  and  the  northern  parts  of  Con- 
necticut rivdr  will  neceffarily  communicate 
with  the  ports,  in  the  eaftern  divifion  of  Maf- 
fachufetts.  The  lumber  which  is  cut  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  Merrimack,  is  rafted  down 
that  river,  and  is  exported  from  Newbu- 
ry-port ;  whilft  that  which  is  cut  on  Con- 
necticut river  is  carried  down  to  Hartford, 
The  greater  part  of  New-Hampfhire  is  by  na- 
ture cut  off  from  any  commercial  intercourfe 
with  the  only  port  in  the  State.  Lumber  be- 
ing a  bulky  article,  muft  be  tranfported  to  the 
rnoft  convenient  landing.  Waggons  or  fieys 
carrying  pot  and  pearl  allies,  pork,  beef,  but-* 
ter,  cheefe,flax  and  other  lefs  bulky  commodi- 
ties, and  droves  of  cattle,  fheep  and  fwine, 
will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where 
the  vender  can  find  the  mod  advantageous 
market. 

For  thefe  reafons  k  never  was  in  the  power 
of  the  government  of  New-Hampfhire,  either 
before   or   fince  the  revolution,    to  reap  the 

proper 
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proper  advantage,  or  even  afcertain  the  value 
of  its  own  productions.  When  the  late 
Governor  Wentworth  was  called  upon  by  the 
Britifh  Miniftry  for  an  account  of  the  '  Trade, 
4  nett  produce  and  ftaple  commodities/  of  the 
then  Province,  he  was  obliged  to  make  an  ex- 
ception of  the  articles  «  carried  out  by  land,  it 
*  being  impracticable  to  afcertain  their  value.* 
The  fame  inconvenience  was  experienced  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  our  late  partial  im- 
ports ;  and  there  could  be  no  proper  remedy 
for  it,  but  the  union  of  the  States  under  one 
general  government,  with  refpect  to  trade  and 
revenue. 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  num* 
ber  and  value  of  articles  of  commerce  produc- 
ed iiiNew-Hampfhire,  and  exported  from  the 
various  ports  of  Maffachufetts  and  Connecti- 
cut, is  impracticable.  To  confine  the  detail  to 
the  port  of  Pafcataqua  alone,  gives  but  an  im- 
perfect idea  of  the  produce  of  the  whole 
State  ;  befides,  a  part  of  what  is  ex- 
ported thence  is  produced  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  York,  which  belongs  to  Maffachu- 
fetts. Such  accounts,  however,  as  have  been 
obtained  from  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  from 
the  merchants  of  Portfmouth,  are  exhibited 
at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 

JL 

The  ftaple  commodities  of  New-Hamp- 
{hire  may  be  reduced  to  the  following  articles, 

viz. 
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viz.  fhips,  lumber,   provisions,   fifti,  horfes, 
pot  and  pearl  allies,  and  flax-feed. 

Ships  are  built  in  all  the  towns  contiguous  to 
the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its  branches.  They 
are  generally  fet  up  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
but  fometimes  veffels  of  an  hundred  tuns  and 
upwards,  have  been  built  at  the  diftance  of 
one  or  two  miles  from  the  water,  and  drawn 
on  ftrong  Hedges  of  timber,  on  the  fnow,  by 
teams  of  two  hundred  oxen,  and  placed  on  the 
ice  of  the  rivers  fo  as  to  float  in  the  fpring. 
They  have  alfo  been  built  at  the  diftance  of 
feven  or  eight  miles;  then  taken  to  pieces, 
and  conveyed  in  common  team  loads  to  the 
fea.  Fifhing:  fchooners  and  wThale-boats  are 
often  built  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles 
from  the  water. 

jThere  are  no  workmen  more  capable  of 
conftrufting  good  fhips,  than  the  carpenters  of 
New-Hampfhire.  But  the  goodnefs  of  a 
fhip  ever  did  and  will  depend  on  the  quality 
of  the  materials,  the  nature  and  promptitude 
of  the  pay,  and  the  conftant  attention  of  the 
perfon  whofe  intereft  it  is  that  the  fhip  ftiould 
be  good. 

The  number  of  mips  built  in  the  river  in 
1790,  was  eight.  In  1 791 ,  twenty.  The 
price  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven  to 
twelve  dollars  per  tun  for  the  carpenters  work, 

and 
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and  lefs   than   one  third  more  for  iron  and 
other  work. 

The  number  of  mips  and  other  veffels  be- 
longing to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua  in  1 791 ,  is 
as  follows  : 

Above  100    tuns,     33 

Under  100    tuns,     50 


83  ^ 

The  white  pine  of  the  foreft  is  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  durable  timber  which  America  af- 
fords for  marts.  It  is  often  advanced  by  Eu- 
ropeans, that  the  pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe 
of  America  in  ftrength.  This  is  acknowledg- 
ed, to  be  true  whilft  the  Norway  wood  retains 
its  natural  juices  ;  but  thefe  being  foon  ex- 
haufted  by  the  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  air, 
leave  the  wood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commenc- 
es much  fooner  than  in  the  white  pine  of  Amer- 
ica. The  Norway  pine  begins  to  decay  in  five 
or  fix  years;  but  the  American,  with  proper 
care  to  defend  the  mail  head  from  moifture, 
will  laft  unimpaired  for  twenty  years. 

The  Britifh  navy  for  eighty  years  before  the 
late  war,  received  its  mails  wholly  from  Amer- 
ica ;  which  is  a  proof  that  our  pines  are  pref- 
erable to  thofe  of  Norway.  Several  of  the 
French  (hips  of  war  which  were  much  dama- 
ged, in  the  naval  engagement  of  1782,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  came  hither  for  new  mails ;  and 

have 
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have  had  fufficient  opportunity  to  try  the 
Strength  of  our  wood.  When  proper  perfons 
are  employed,  and  fufficient  time  is  given  to 
provide  fuitable materials,  the  foreft  of  Amer- 
ica can  fupply  any  demands  which  may  be 
made  of  timber,  either  for  building,  for  naval 
ftores  or  cabinet  work.  But  a  cargo  prepared 
in  an  injudicious,  hafty  or  fraudulent  man- 
ner, may  give  a  bad  name  to  the  American 
timber  in  foreign  markets  ;  and  prejudice 
whole  nations  againft  us. 

Contracts  for  timber  fhould  always  be  made 
fo  as  to  give  time  to  look  for  the  requiiite  flicks, 
and  cut  them  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year. 
If  the  trees  were  girdled  and  left  to  die  Hand- 
ing, the  timber  would  be  much  fuperior  to  any 
which  is  cut  whilft  alive.  Trees  cut  in  the 
fap  fhould  be  ftripped  of  their  bark  as  foon  as 
poffiblej  or  they  wTill  be  damaged  by  the 
worm.  But  after  all  the  care  and  attention 
which  can  be  beftowed  on  them,  many  trees 
which  are  intended  for  mafls  on  the  Ariel:  ex- 
amination which  they  muft  pafs,  prove  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  fometimes  the  labour  of  a 
whole  feafon  is  loft. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to 
get  the  fmaller  fpecies  of  lumber,  and  efpecial- 
ly  thofe  which  do  not  interfere  with  hufband- 
ry;  which,  after  all,  is  much  preferable  to  the 
lumber  bufinefs,  both  in  point  of  gain,  content- 
ment and  morals. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  facl  and 
experiment.  During  the  late  war  the  trade  in 
lumber  was  fufpended,  and  the  people  were 
obliged  to  attend  to  husbandry.  They  were 
then  able  to  export  large  quantities  of  corn, 
though  for  feveral  years  before  the  war,  it  was 
imported  for  neceiTary  confumption.  The 
following  ftatement  obtained  from  the  naval 
office  will  place  this  matter  in  its  juft  view. 

Corn  imported  into  the  Corn  exported  from  the 

river  Paicataqua.  river  Pafcataqua. 

Bufach.  Bujklsi 

I765    6498  I776   25IO 

x769  4097  1777  1 91 5 

I77O  16587        I778  5306 

4O96        I779  3097 

I780  67I  I 


4)31278  I781    5587 


Average  1  g      .  

p.  ami.  /        l     7?  6)25126 

Average  per  ann.         41%* 

To  the  above  account  of  exports  the  follow- 
ing note  is  added  by  the  naval  officer.      *  It  is 

*  likely  near  half  as  much  has  been  fmuggled 

*  out  of  the  State  and  not  accounted  for.*  It 
muft  alfo  be  remembered  that  great  quantities 
were  carried  out  by  land  into  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries of  Maffachufetts.     If  thefe  be  added  to 

the 

*  The  fmuggled  corn,  during  the  war,  went  chiefly  to  Nova- 
Scotia  :  the  country,  which  by  Lord  Sheffield's  calculation, 
was  to  fupply  the  Weft  Indies  with  prbvifiqns  ! 
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the  lift  of  exports,  the  average  will  come  very- 
little  fhort  of  the  average  of  corn  imported 
before  the  war ;  and  thus  it  is  demonstrable 
that  even  thofe  towns  adjoining  the  river, 
in  which  lumbering  was  formerly  the  chief 
employment,  and  into  which  much  corn  was 
imported,  are  fully  capable  of  raifing,  not  only 
a  fufficiency  of  pro  virions  for  their  own  fup- 
port,  but  a  furplus  for  exportation,  equal  to 
what  they  formerly  imported,  and  paid  for,  in 
the  hard,  dangerous  and  unprofitable  labour 
which  always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war  the  high  price  of 
lumber  induced  many  people  to  refume  their 
old  employments  ;  but  there  has  been  fo 
much  fluctuation  in  the  demand  for  that  arti- 
cle of  late,  that  no  dependance  can  be  placed  on 
it,  and  for  this  reafon  as  well  as  others,  huC- 
bandry  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe.  A 
careful  infpe&ion  of  provifions  faked  for  ex- 
portation, would  tend  to  eftablifh  ■  the  char-* 
after  of  them  in  foreign  ports,  and  greatly  en- 
courage the  labours  of  the  hufbandman. 
( The  cod  fiihery  is  carried  on  either  by  boats  or 
fchooners.  The  boats,  in  the  winter  feafon,  m 
out  in  the  morning  and  return  at  night,  in  the 
fpring  and  fummer  they  do  not  return  till  they 
are  filled.  The  Schooners  make  three  trips  to 
the  Banks  in  a  feafcn.  The  firft,  or  fpring  fare, 
produces  large  thick  fim,    which  after  being 

properly 
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properly  falted  and  dried,  is  kept  alternately; 
above  and  under  ground,  till  it  becomes  fo 
mellow  as  to  be  denominated  dumb  fifo.  This 
fifh,  when  boiled,  is  red,  and  is  eaten  generally 
on  Saturdays,,  at  the  beft  tables  in  New-Eng- 
land. 

The  fifh  of  the  iummer  and  fall  fares  is  di- 
vided into  two  forts,  the  one  called  merchanta- 
ble, and  the  other  Jamaica  fifh.  Thefe  forts 
are  white,  thin,  and  lefs  firm.  The  Jamaica  fifh 
is  the  fmallefl,  thinnefl,  and  mofh  broken. 
The  former  is  exported  to  Europe,  the  latter 
to  the  Weft  India  Iflands. 

The  places  where  the  cod  fifhery  is  chiefly 
attended  to  are  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  Newcaftle, 
Rye  and  Hampton  ;  but  all  the  towns  ad- 
joining the  river  are  more  or  lefs  concerned 
in  it.  The  boats  employed  in  this  fifhery 
are  of  that  light  and  fwift  kind  called  whale- 
boats.  They  are  rowed  either  with  two  or 
four  oars,  and  fleered  with  another;  and  be- 
ing equally  fharp  at  each  end,  move  with  the 
utmofl  celerity  on  the  furface  of  the  ocean. 

Schooners  are  generally  from  twenty  to  fifty 
tuns,  and  carry  fix  or  feven  men,  and  one  or 
two  boys.  When  they  make  a  tolerable  fare, 
they  bring  home  five  or  fix  hundred  quintals 
of  fifh,  fplit,  falted,  and  flowed  in  bulk.  At 
their  arrival,  the  fifh  is  rinfed  in  fait  water, 
and  fpread  on  hurdles,  compofed  of  brufh,  and 

railed 
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raifed  on  ftakes,  about  three  or  four  feet  from 
the  ground  ;  thefe  are  called  flakes.  Here 
the  fifh  is  dried  in  clear  weather,  and  in  foul 
weather  it  is  put  under  cover.  It  ought  never 
to  be  wet,  from  the  time  that  it  is  firft  fpread, 
till  it  is  boiled  for  the  table. 

Belides  the  flelhy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver 
is  preferved  in  cafks,  and  boiled  down  to  oyl, 
which  is  ufed  by  curriers  of  leather.  The 
tongues  and  founds  are  pickled  in  fmall  kegs, 
and  make  a  luxurious,  vifcid  food.  The 
heads  are  fat  and  juicy  ;  but  moft  of  thofe 
which  are  caught  at  fea  are  throw7n  away.  Of 
thofe  which  are  caught  near  home,  the  greater 
part  become  the  food  of  fvvine. 

The  fifhery  has  not  of  late  years  been 
profecuted  with  the  fame  fpirit  as  formerly. 
Fifty  or  fixty  years  ago,  the  mores  of  the 
rivers,  creeks  and  iflands  were  covered  with 
fifh  flakes  ;  and  feven  or  eight  mips  were 
loaded  annually  for  Spain  and  Portugal ;  be- 
fides  what  was  carried  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Afterward  they  found  it  more  convenient  to 
make  the  fifh  at  Canfeau  ;  which  was  nearer 
to  the  banks.  It  was  continued  there  to 
great  advantage  till  1744,  when  it  was  broken 
up  by  the  French  war.  After  the  peace  it  re- 
vived, but  not  in  fo  great  a  depree  as  before. 
Fifh  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fiimmer  on 
the  eafrern  fhores  and  iflands,   arid  in   fpring 
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and  fall,  at  home.     Previoully  to  the  late  rev*, 
olution,  the  greater  part  of  remittances  to  Eu- 
rope was  made  by  the  fimeries  ;   but  it  has 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  mock  which  it  re- 
ceived by  the  war  with  Britain. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  power  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  make  more  advantage  of  the  cod  ftfh- 
ery  than  any  of  the  European  nations.  We 
can  fit  out  veffels  at  left  expenfe,  and  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  wefterly  winds,  which  prevail  on 
our  coafts,  in  February  and  March,  they  can 
go  to  the  banks  earlier  in  the  feafon,  than  the 
Europeans,  and  take  the  beft  lifh.  We  can 
dry  it  in  a  clearer  air,  than  the  foggy  mores  of 
Newfoundland  and  Nova-Scotia.  We  can 
fupply  every  neceffary  from  among  ourfelves ; 
veffels  >  fpars,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  lines, 
hooks  and  provifions.  Salt  can  be  imported 
from  abroad  cheaper  than  it  can  be  made  at 
home  ;  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  du- 
ties. Men  can  always  be  had  to  go  on  ihares, 
which  is  by  far  the  moft  profitable  method, 
both  to  the  employers  and  the  fiihermen.  The 
fifhing  banks  are  an  inexhauftable  fource  of 
wealth  ;  and  the  fifhing  bufinefs  is  a  moft 
excellent  nurfery  for  feamen.  It  therefore 
deferves  every  encouragement  and  indulgence 
from  an  enlightened  national  legiflature. 

The  manufacture  of  pot  and  pearl  allies  af- 
fords a  valuable  article  of  exportation.     In 

the 
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the  new  townfhips,  where  vaft  quantities  of 
wood  are  burnt  on  the  land,  the  afhes  are  col- 
lected and  boiled,  and  the  falts  are  conveyed 
to  certain  places,  where  works  are  erected, 
and  the  manufacture  is  perfected.  This,  like 
many  other  of  our  articles  of  exportation,  has 
fuffered  much  in  its  reputation,  from  an  inju- 
dicious, or  fraudulent  furvey.  It  is  a  leiTor* 
which  ought  to  be  deeply  engraven  on  the 
minds  of  Legiflators  as  well  as  Manufacturers 
and  Merchants,  that  honefty  at  home  is  the 
only  foundation  for  credit  abroad. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  manufacture 
fail  cloth;  and  the  proprietor  of  the  works, 
Thomas  Odiorne,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  has  received 
fome  fmall  encouragement  from  the  Legifla- 
ture  of  the  State.  Such  a  bounty  as  is  allow- 
ed in  Maflachufetts  would  give  a  fpring  to 
this  bufinefs,  and  encourage  the  erection  of 
other  works  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  both  in  forges  and 
furnaces  might  be  rendered  vaftly  more  prof- 
itable than  it  is  at  prefent.  This  neceffary 
metal  inftead  of  being  imported  might  become 
&n  article  of  exportation. 

Flax  feed  is  produced  in  large  quantities. 
Some  of  it  is  manufactured  into  oil ;  and  fome 
is  exported. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  and  fhoes  is  nof 

fo  extend ve  as  to  produce  articles  of  exporta- 

P  tion  : 
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tion ;  but  may  be  confidered  among  the  dd-* 
metric  manufactures. 

In  moft  of  our  country  towns  considerable 
quantities  pf  tow-cloth  are  made,  fome  of 
which  is  exported  to  the  fouthern  States,  to 
clothe  the  Negroes,  who  labour  on  the  plant- 
ations* 

The  manufacture  of  bricks  and  potter's 
ware  may  be  extended  to  any  degree.  Several 
fpecies  of  clay  being  found  in  great  abundance, ! 
in  the  towns,  at  the  heads  of  the  feveral  branches 
of  the  river  Pafcataqua  ;  in  places  which  lie 
very  convenient  for  water  carriage.  Bricks 
might  be  carried  as  ballaft  in  every  velTel 
which  goes  to  ports  where  they  are  faleable. 
In  this  article,  however,  as  well  as  rrianv 
others,  a  regulation  is  needed  ;  moft  of  the 
bricks  which  are  made  are  deficient  in  lize  ; 
and  much  of  the  clay  which  is  ufed  in  mak- 
ing them  is  not  fufflciently  mellowed  by  the 
froft  of  winter*  or  by  the  labour  of  the  arti- 
ficer. 


TABLE 
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TABLE  of  Exportation  from  the  port  of  Pafcataqua, 
from  OBobt\r  1,  1789,  to  Oclober  1,  1791.  ....... 

Articles  exported     .     To  Europe.   W.IndrN.Sco; Africa.     Tot. 


1000      feet  of  Pine  Boards 
Do.  ,  \    feet  of  oak  plank 
Do.       ftaves  and.  heading 
Do.       clapboards 
Do.       mingles 
Do.       hoops' 
Feet  of  oar  rafters 
Tons  of  pine  timber 
E)o.       oak  timber 
Frames  of  houfes 
Pine  mafts 
Spruce  fp^rs' 
Shook  hogiheads 
Waggons 

Paiis  of  cart  wheels' 
Sets  of  yokes  and  bows 
Boats 

Ilandfpikes 
Quintals  of  dry  Fim 
Barrels  of  pickled  fifh' 
Do.        Whale  oil 
Do.       Tar 
Calks  of  fla£  feed- 
Barrels  of  beef 
Do.  pork 

Do.  rice 

Buihels  of  Indian  corn 
(J)xen  and  cows 
Horfes 
Sheep 

Gallons  of  N.  E.  rum 
Do.  Madeira  wine 

Thoufands  of  bricks 
Tons  of  pot  alii 
Do.         pearl  afh 
Boxes  of  candles 


6'247 

11622 

96; 

:„69 

.  378 

26 

1 

1317 

1608 

44 

. 

2 

19 

2689 

79* 

7 

47000 

95°' 
86 

: 

■ 

2,51 

20 
12 

- 

41 

\ 

■ 

.  *3 

72 
2079 

2 

14 
28 

• 

80 

3° 

i 

2,50 

26,207 

■ 

501 

120 

. 

t79H 

60 

• 
1 

277c5 

2 

l 

9 

1 

2 

39* 

2000 

577 

33 

j 

207 

2 

- 1 

261 

229 

845 

kgd 

1 449" 

881 

129 

28 

18034 

4°4 
2969 

21 

2689 
86x 

4795° 

174i 
271 

12 

I     45 

Jm 

2079 
2 

14 
2$ 

<so' 
80 

26,457 
501 

120 
1673 

179^ 

2777 

10 

2 

2391 

610 

209 

490 

1599' 

129 

881 

3°  \ 
28 


Total  value  of  exportation  V    c  Q       *  ,, 
tor  two  years  ) 


vrs  51  cents: 
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TABLE   or  Importation  into  the  port  of  Pafcataqua, 
from  0 Sober  1,  1789,  to  V Sober  1,  1791. 


Articles  imported  from  Europe.    IV.  Indies.  Nov  a  Scotia.       Total. 


} 


$57 


loaf  fugar 
coffee 


Gallons  of  rum 
Ditto  gin 

Ditto  molafTes 

Ditto  wine 

from  Madeira 
Ditto  Porter 

lbs  of  unrefined  fujsai 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto     cotton 
Ditto     cocoa 
Ditto     cheefe 
Ditt6     tea 
Ditto     twine 
Ditto     nails 

Hundreds  of  cordage  17,1.7 
Ditto  hemp    940-  - 

Bufhels  of  fak  \part) 

Ditto  fea  coal        3131 

lbs  oflleelunwrought  16527 
Ditto  barandilieet  lead  4336 
Grindftones 


1056 

2696 

2204 

16890 


138,911 

22| 

270,785 


[ 


546,648 
68,633 

i7>564 
27,944 

86 


(part) 


77 


(afrtomi 
afcertainedj 


1-38,9-1"* 

2-2^ 


270,785 
472  1 

4.57 
546,648 

77 
68,633 

17^64- 

27>944 
1056 

2782 

2204 

16890 

17^7 
940  -~ 

98>336 

16527 
4336 


N.  B.  w  What  comes  coa{t  ways  from  any  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  afeertained  ;  as  no  regular  entries  are  made 
where  only  the  produce  of  the  United  States  is  on  board  -r 
except  accompanied  with  more  than  two  hundred  dollars 
value  of  foreign  articles.  The  value  of  imported  articles  is 
generally  governed  by  the  Button,  market/' 
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PRICES    CURRENT  at  Pafcataqua,  A.D.  1791. 


Pine  Mails 
hewn 

inches  price 

36  if*  47 
35  i*7 
34  96 


33 
32 

3i 

3° 

29 

28 

27 
26 

e5 

22 
23 
22 

21 

20 


75 
60 

47 

38 

3° 

25 
20 

14 

12 

10 

9 
8 

6 


Spruce  and  Pine  Yards 

hewn  in  8  fquare. 

inches  price 

24   £te 


r 


N 


2< 

1— 1 


O 
D 

ft. 
CO 


23 
22 

21 

20 

*9 
18 

r*5 
*3 

; is 

10 
9 


2/ 

23 

20 

16 

12 
9-10 

8 

6 

1-10 
1-  8 
1-  6 
1-  4 
!  1-  2 
1- 
-18 


Pine  Bowfprits  hewn 
in  8  fquare. 
inches  price 


and  all  below  20  at  Sffier  inch 


38 
37 
36 
35 
34 
33 
32 
3* 

3° 

29 

28 

27 
26 


£H 
56 
48 

44 

42 

32 

31 
27 

21 

16 

9 

7 
6 


and  all  below 
at  yptr  inch. 


Timber. 
Quality,  dimen.fions  andpnec. 

Oak  from  15  to  50  feet  in 
length  and  from  10  to  20 
inches  fquare,  each  forty 
cubic  feet 

C  white  20/^024/ 

Oak<  red  12/ 

tblack  i6/toi8/. 

Maple  20/" 

Beeeh  16/" 

Black  birch  16/* to  18/ 

White  pine  12/" to  4.3 


Oak  (hip  timber  meaf- 1  tfpr 

ur'datendof  the  arm.  J  inch 

Am  timber  per  cord  24/^ 

Lath  wood  per  cord         24/ 

B0ARDS,PLANK^«ij0IST 

Each  fuperficial  fquare  foot, 
one  inch  in  thicknefs    is 
called  a  foot. 
Pine  per  1000  feet  36/to  42^ 
Hemlock  generally       2  fiefs 
N.  B.    The  price  of  thefe  ar- 
ticles is  frequently  varying. 
Oak  plank  per  ton  £  8 


Other 


-aaa 
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PRICES     CURRENT    Continued. 


Other  fpecies  of  Lumber, 
Quality,  and  price. 


Clapboards  per  thoufand  48/ 
Shingles  ditto  10/ 

Hoops  ditto  £  4 

White   oak  pipe   ftaves 

per  thoufand  £  30 

Ditto  hogfhead  ditto      £    4 
Ditto  barrel  ditto  £    2 

Red  oak  hogfhead  ditto  £    2 
Ditto  barrel  ditto     £  1    lcf 
Anchor-flocks  per  inch  at 

diameter  of  the  nut 
Handfpikes  in  the  rough 

Shook  hhds/^'f.^ 
|_  red  ditto 

Spruce  fpars  per  inch 


if 

if 

3f 

4d 


Oar  rafters  per  1000  tt.  £  4 


Articles  and  price. 
Fifcper     ffe-      r    »M 

1  ^  Scale  10/ 

Pork  per  barrel         £  3  12/ 
Beef  ditto  £  2  zf 

Corn  per  buihel  3/" 

Rye  ditto  3/6 

Barley  ditto  4  /"• 

Flax  feed  ditto  3^0  4/ 

Oxen,  each  £  4   10/ 

Cows  £2,  8 

Horfes  /~6  to  30 

Sheep  6/* to  9/ 

Bricks  per  thoufand         £0/ 
Cyder  per  barrel  §f 

Seamen's  wages  per 

month  7  dollars 

Chartering  of  veflels  per 

ton,  per  month      1  dollar 
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table  of  ENTRIES   at  the  port  of  Pafcataqua 
from  OSiober  1,  1789,  to  OBober  1,  1791. 


■rancc 

rrench  Weft  Indies 

>t.  Peter's  &  Miquelon 

England 

Icotland 

reland 

kritifh  Weft  Indies 

\Tova  Scotia 

Portugal 

'ortuguefe  Iflands 

(iolland  &  Plantations 

Penmark  and  lilands 

jVfrica 

Doafting  &  cod  fifhery 

fota! 


1 

12 

12 

1 

6 

1 

1 


-3 


3 
42 

4 

4 
2 


34-87 


to 

—I 

1 

1 

dj 

1 

+j 

0 

l 

c/; 

t> 

1 

-*-> 

-M 

4j 

V5 

> 

u    be 

-15 

•  1-4 

•  ?■* 

0  £> 

CL, 
O 
JO 

0 

E  0 

:>} 

CO 

4 

<  * 

£ 

W 

H  ^ 

732 

732 

*3 

5 

72 

9402 

264 

9666 

5 

<5 

192 

34 

226 

. 

27 

4119 

57° 

4689 

4 

464 

464 

£ 

S59 

859 

1 

1 

10 

2005 

2005 

H 

*J5 
1 

293 

W 

S36 
293 

1 

3 

34 1 

341 

9 

1 

2<5 

2996 

2996 

1 

1 

2 

155 

^5 

40 

10 

id 

5° 

223 

1166 

1166 

84 

1 
20719 

298 

343 1 

24448 

TABLE 
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able  of  .CLEARANCES  at  ttie  port  of  Pafcataqua, 
from  OBoher  1,  1789,  to  Oclober  1,  1791. 


France 

French  Weft  Indies 

St.Peter's&Mia.uelon 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Britiih  Weft  Indie 

Nova  Scotia 

^Portugal 

Portuguefe  Hands 

Jlolland&Plantations 

Denmark  &  Iflands 

Africa 

Coafting  &  codf/fhen 

7m\ 


|; 

c/; 

- 

t5 

O 
4-t 

0    . 

"O 

CJ 

C/5 

OJ 

+J 

-W 

CO  . 

c 

0 

0< 

> 

0    bJD 

3 

°    & 

— <    re 

o« 

bp 

0 

w 

a  s 

r- > 

•  — < 

2  c 

'<-;  ' 

"C 

T3 

JO 

c 

a  0 

<U  - 

*u 

O 

0  a 

03 

cq 

03 

CO 

H; 

<  *■ 

fH 

« 

Ph 

H  2 

*7 

79 

39 

10 

136 

16616 

264 

16880 

1 

8 

1 

9, 

428 

34 

462 

l6 

2<5 

1 

42. 

6725 

441 

716$ 

4 

4 

616 

61$ 

1 

3 

4 

666 

666 

8 

3: 

4 

1 

16 

3134 

3*34 

1 

12 

12 

502 

SQ2 

j 

1 

■ 

l62 

162 

5 

2 

2 

233 

233 

1 

1 

110 

110 

• 

40 

10 

<5C 

1166 

1166 

43 

107 

i°5 

22 

277 

26560 

298j 

40771 

l62 

31097 

TABU 
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>T  A  B  L  e  of  the  V  A  L  U  E  of  S  I  L  V  E  R  in  the  cur- 
rency of  Newhampfhire,  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century 


Silver  per  gz. 


years,  value,     years,  value. 


Silver  per  oz. 


Silver  per  oz.\    dollars 


years,  va 


lueJ 


years. 


value. 


iMS< 


-749' 


^751 
i752 
*7<53 
*7<54 

±755 


s 

51 
55 

57 
60 
70 

80 

o 


d 
6 


f8 
7oH  9 

757U 


CO 

to 

o 


1758  120 

1759  120 

1760  120 

^120 

1761  to 
17624  130 

1763     & 

1*4° 
1764     129 


17651 

to     >6 


776J 


TABLE 
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table  of  the  VALUE  of  SILVER  continued. 
Scale  ol  depreciation  ot  one  hundred  dollars. 


years,  man. equal to years,  mon.equaito 


r 


mis 


v_ 


Jan.  100 
Feb.  104 
March  106 
April 
May 
June 

July 

Aug. 
Sept. 

oa. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


110 

114 
120 
125 

300 
310 


Jan.  742 
Feb.  868 
March  1000 
April    1104 


1779  \ 


May 
June 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1215 
1342 

H77 
1630 

i8cg 
2030 
2308 
2393 


l778< 


rJan-     325 
Feb.     350 

March375 

April  400 

May    400 

June    400 

%fy    42«5 

475 
500 

<54<5 
634 


Aug. 
Sept, 

oa. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


'Jan.  2934 
Feb.  3322 
March  37  36 
April  4000 
.May    4800 

July  6000 
Aug.  6300 
Sept.  6500 
Oa.  6700 
Nov.  7000 
Dec.    7300 


years,  mon.equalto 

f  Jan.     7500 

Feb.     7500 

t-PtJ  March75op 

x/bIJ  April  7500 

May  7500 

^June  12000 


dol.  value. 


1781 


to 


1791 


} 


6/ 


In  American  na- 
tional currency, 
one  dollar  is  e- 
qualto  100  cents. 


table  of  the  weight  and  value  of  GOLD  and  SILVER 
eilablimed  by  law  1785. 


COINS 

weight,  value.  |                               £  s  d 

dwt.gr.  £ 

s   d.Gold  per  ounce     568 

s        ,    >  Crown 
prrrench J 

6  8 

Silver  per  ounce        6  8 

Spanilh  Dollar 

6 

Engliih  Guinea 

5   $  ~l 

8 

(-3  far-     -J 

French  ditto 

5  6  -1 

7  4 

Cop- 1  things      \ 
per     j  ofEng-   j 

Johannes 
Half  ditto 

38       -4 

16 

9      ~2 

8 

(^lifhcoin  J 

Moidore 

6  1 8-1 

16 

Doubloon 

16  12-4 

8 

Piiioie 

4     3"1 

2    J 

Statement 
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Statement  of  the  FISHERY  at  Pafcataqua  and  its 
neighbourhood. 


Schooners  27l  empi0ved  in  the  Cod 

^oa£s  /°  Land  Scale  Fifliery  an- 

Tonnage  630  f  nua,lv_ 

Seamen  25°J 

The  Schooners,  Boats,  and  Seamen  belonging  to  the 

Ifies  of  Shoals  are  not   included  in  the  above 
tftimation. 


Product  of  the   Fifhery  in  the  year  17-91. 

r  Merchantable  fifh  5*70 

Jamaica     ditto  14217 

JScale     ditto  6463 

total,  25850 


Quintals  made-* 


The  fifh  made  at  the  Ifies  of  Shoals  are  included 

in  this    ilatement. 
The  fuccefs  of  the  fifhery  in  this  feafon  has  been 

uncommonly  good. 


Eftimate  of  Seamen  belonging  to  New-Hampfhire 

m   1791. 
In  foreign  trade  500 

Coafting     ditto  5Q 

Fifhery  250 

M.  B.  Some  of  the  Seamen  who  in  fummer  are 
employed  in  the  fifhery,  are  in  the  winter  employ- 
ed in   the  coafting  bufmefs,  or  in  foreign  voyages. 

c  h  a  p, 
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CHAP.       XIV. 

Effect  of  the  Climate  and  other  caufes  on  the 
human  Conflitution.    Remarks  on  Population* 
Tables  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Cafualties. 

T  has  been  confidently  afferted  by  Europe- 
an writers,  and  by  fbme  of  great  reputa- 
tion, that  the  climates  of  America,  under 
iimilar  latitudes  to  thofe  of  Europe,  are  un- 
friendly to  health  and  longevity  ;  that  the 
general  period  of  human  life  is  from  forty- 
live  to  fifty  ;  and  thefe  pernicious  effects  are 
afcribed  to  putrid  exhalations  from  ftagnant 
waters  ;  to  a  furface  uncleared,  uncultivated, 
and  loaded  with  rank  vegetation,  which  pre- 
vents it  from  feeling  the  purifying  influence  of 
the  fun.*" 

If  fuch  remarks  were  intended  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  low  plains  in  the  fouthern  States, 
the  propriety  of  them  might  not  perhaps  be 
difputed  ;  but  a  diftin&ion  ought  to  be  made 
between  thofe  parts  of  America  and  others  in 
far  different  circumftances/  If  authors  profefs 
to  write  as  philofophers  they  mould  fcek  for 
information  from  the  pureft   fources,  and  not 

content 

*  Robertfon's  Hiftciy  America,  Vol.  II.  p.  17. 
King's  thoughts  on  Emigration  to  America,  Political  Maga, 
alne.  1703.    p.  261. 
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content  themfelves  with  theoriiing  on  fub- 
jects,  which  can  be  determined  only  by  fact 
and  obfervation  ;  or  with,  forming  general 
conclusions  from  partial  reports.  If  they 
write  as  politicians,  their  aim  may  indeed  be 
anfwered  by  ftating  facts  in  a  delufive  light  ; 
and  by  reprefenting  America  as  a  grave  tc* 
Europeans,  they  may  throw  difcouragement  on- 
emigration  to  this  country.  It  is  at  the  fame 
time  amufing  to  obferve  the  inconfiftent  con- 
clufions of  thefe  theorifing  philofophers  ;  fo£ 
whilft  one  condemns  the  air  of  woodland  a& 
deftructive  to  life  and  health,  another  celebrates 
it  as  containing  nutritive  particles,  and  afferts 
that  men  who  live  in  the  woods  confume  lefs 
food  than  thofe  who  dwell  in  open  countries.* 
But  notwithstanding  the  dreams  of  European 
philofophers,  or  the  interefted  views  of  Euro-* 
pean  politicians,  America  can  beft  be  defcribec! 
by  thofe  who  have  for  a  long  time  reiided  in  it, 
Thofe  who  have  not  feen  it  at  all,  and  thofe 
who  have  paffed  through  it  with  the  rapidity 
of  a  traveller,  can  be  very  inadequate  judges  % 
yet  unhappily  there  are  many  of  both  thefcr 
claffes  of  writers,  whofe  accounts  have  earned 
more  credit  than  they  deferve. 

In  that  part  of  America  which  it  falls  to  my 
lot  to  defcribe,  an  '  uncleared  and  uncultivated 
1  foil  *  is  fo  far  from  being  an  object  of  dread, 

tha* 

**'*  Abbe  Ravnal.    Hiftory  Indies.  V©!,  III.  p.  atf&, 
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that  £here  are  no  people  more  vigorous  and  jfcfc 
buft  than   thole  who  labour  on   new  planta- 
tions ;  nor  in  faxft  have  any  people  better  appe- 
tites for  food.     This  is  true  not  only  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  country,  but  of  emigrants  from 
Europe.  It  has  been  a  general  obfervation  that 
the  firft  planters  in  new  townmips  live  to  a 
great  age.     It  is  alfo  true  that  the  air  of  our 
foreft  is  remarkably  pure,-     The  tall  and  lux- 
uriant growth  which  an  European  might  call7 
1  rank  vegetation/  not  only  indicates  ftrength 
and  fertility  of  foil  ;  but  conduces   to  abforb 
noxious  vapours  ;  and  when  the  foil  is   once 
cleared,  if  man  negled:  his  duty,  nature,  with: 
her  bountiful  hand,  produces  a  fecond  growth' 
of  '  rank  vegetation ,  *  for  the  fame  benevolent' 
purpofe.     A  profusion   of  effluvia  from  the 
refinous  trees   imparts  to  the  air  a  balfamic 
quality  which    is    extremely    favourable     to' 
health,  and  the  numerous  ftreams  of  Hmpid? 
vvater,  fome  of  which  fall  with  great  rapidity 
from  the  mountains,  caufe  currents   of  freili 
air  which  is  in  the  higheft  degree  falubrious, 
to  thofe  who'  refide  on  their  banks.     To  thefe 
obfervations  it  may  be  added,   that  the  north- 
weft    wind    is  the  grand  corredtor   of  every 
noxious  quality  which  can  exift  in  the  air  of 
America  ;    and  whilft  that  wind   prevails,*  it 
dirTufes  health  and  imparts  vigour  to  the  hu- 
man  frame, 

Thefc 
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There  are,  indeed,  fome  few  fituations,  evert 
in  New-Hampfhire,  where  vapour  arifing  from 
land  overflowed  with  frefh.  water,  produces 
bilious  and  nervous  difeafes,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants are  fubjedt  to  an  early  laffitude  and  de- 
bility ;  which  is  often  increafed  by  an  injudi- 
cious ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  for  medical  pur- 
pofes  ;  but  by  the  removal  of  fuch  perfons  to 
the  purer  air  of  the  mountains,  and  a  change  to 
a  more  temperate  regimen,  thefe  complaints 
ceafe,  and  the  conftitution  is  reinvigorated. 

There  have  alfo  been  fome  inftances  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Connecticut  river,  of  fwell- 
ings  in  the  throat  fimilar  to  the  goitres  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Alps.  Women  have 
chiefly  been  affedled  in  that  way.  A  removal 
to  the  fea  fhore,  and  conftant  bathing  with  fait 
water  have  contributed  to  reduce  thefe  tum- 
ours «  A  free  ufe  of  faked  fifh  and  vegetable 
acid,  particularly  cyder,  has  alfo  been  found 
beneficial,  and  by  the  befl  and  lateil  informa- 
tion wrhich  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  this 
diforder  is  now  lefs  frequent,  and  more  eafily 
controled  than  it  was  a  few  years  pahV 

From  the  tables  of  mortality  which  I  have 
collected  and  which  are  here  exhibited,  it  ap- 
pears that  a  very  large  proportion  of  people  live 
to  old  age,  and  that  many  of  them  die  of  no' 
acute  difeafe  but  by  the  gradual  decay  of  nature.* 
The  death   of  adult  perfons  between   twenty 

*  and 
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and  fifty  Jcears  of  age  is  very  rare,  when  corrw 
pared  with  the  bills  of  mortality  from  Europe- 
an countries.  It  is  computed  that  nearly  one 
twentieth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  London: 
perifh,  one  year  with  another;"*  it  is  certain 
that  not  more  than  one  in  feventy  of  the  in- 
habitants of  New-Hampfhire  dies  in  a  year  urr- 
kfs  when  fome  epidemic  diforder  prevails  r 
which  very  feldom  happens. 

From  the  tables  of  cafualties  it  alfo  ap- 
pears that  the  moft  mortal  of  the  prevailing, 
difdrders  of  this  country  is  the  pulmonary 
con funip tion.  This  malady  is  univerfally  al-- 
lowed  to  be  more  frequent  of  late  years  tha-n 
formerlv.  I  cannot  find  that  it  is  lefs  com- 
mon  in  the  new,  than  in  the  old  towns.  It  is 
certainly  in  fome  inftances  hereditary  ;  and  it 
is  believed  by  many  to  be  contagious.  Fev- 
ers of  feveral  kinds  are  much  kfs  malignant 
than  formerly.  The  chronic  rheumatifm  is 
very  common,  but  feldom  proves  mortal.  It 
is  often  caufed  by  the  changes  from  heat  to 
cold,  to  which  people  who  labour  and  travel  in 
all  weathers,  are  expofed. 

Patients  from  the  fouthern  States  and  the 
Weft  India  illands  with  bilious  complaints  and 
intermittent  fevers,  foon  recover  their  health 
on  their  arrival  to  our  ihores.  A  regular  in- 
termittent, or  what  is  commonly  called  the 

fevejf 

*  Rufo's  Medical  Observation*,  page  47, 
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fever  and  ague  is  extremely  rare,  unlefs  it  be 
contracted  in  fome  other  climate. 

It  is  thought  by  fome  that  the  exhalations 
from  fait  marfhes  are  injurious  to  heaith.  This 
rnay  be  the  cafe  where  the  air  is  prevented 
from  circulating  freely  ,  by  the  vicinity  of  high 
ridges  of  land  ;  but  the  town  of  Hampton, 
which  is  almoft  uniformly  level,  though  it 
contains  a  very  extenlive  marfh,  is  as  healthy 
and  as  favourable  to  longevity  as  any  town  in 
the  State,  as  may  be  evident  from  an  infpection 
of  the  tables  of  mortality  for  that  places 

The  natives  of  foreign  countries  who  re- 
move to  this  part  of  America,  generally  live  to 
a  gfeatage  ;  if  they  do  not  impair  their  coii- 
ftitutions  by  fpirituous  liquors.  There  are, 
indeed,  fome  veteran  fots,  natives  of  this  as 
well  as  other  countries  ;  who  render  them- 
felves  burdenfome  to  fociety,  and  contempti- 
ble in  their  advanced  age.  The  purity  of  our 
air,  and  plenty  of  food,  are  doubtlefs  the  caufes 
of  their  furviving  fuch  frequent  draughts  of 
liquid  poifon. 

Attempts  have  been  made  at  feveral  times 
to  afcertairt  the  number  of  people  in  New- 
Harripfhire.  The  late  Governor  Wentworth 
was  ordered  by  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  take  an 
exact  furvey  ;  but  '  having  no  fund  to  pay  the 
4  expenfe,  and  no  law  to  compel  obedience'  to 
the  order,  he  was  fubjected  to  the  inconvenience 

.    Q.  of 
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of  delay  and  difappointment.  The  number 
of  the  people  however,  in  1 767,  was  eftimated 
at  52,700.  Another  eftimate  was  made  in 
■1 774,  of  which  I  have  met  with  no  official  ac- 
count; but  have  been  informed  that  it  was 
§5,000.  This  was  too  high.  The  eftimate 
given  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  of  Ne\v- 
Hampfhire,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revo- 
lution, was  ft  ill  more  extravagant.  A  furvey 
taken  in  1775,  partly  by  enumeration  and 
partly  by  estimation,  for  the  purpofe  of  ef- 
tablifhing  an  adequate  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  made  the  whole  number  82,200. 

I  have  taken  much  pains  to  colled:  from  the 
feveral  towns  the  numbers  loft  by  means  of  the 
late  war.  By  accounts  received  from  27  towns 
in  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  number  loft 
amounts  to  377.  Thefe  twenty-feven  towns, 
according  to  the  furvey  in  1775,  contained 
22,749  inhabitants.  If  a  comparifon  be 
made,  by  the  rule  of  proportion,  between  thefe 
and  the  other  towTns  in  the  State  ;  the  number 
loft  out  of  the  whole,  will  amount  to  1362  ; 
and  if  a  farther  allowance  be  made  for  the 
maritime  towns,  the  number  may  fairly  be 
eftimated  at  1 400.  As  thefe  were  moftly  men 
in  the  prime  and  vigour  of  life,  we  ought  to 
take  into  the  account  not  only  the  fimple  lofs 
of  fo  many  lives,  but  a  decreafe  of  popula- 
tion,   equal    to  the  increaie   which   probably 

would 
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wxpuld  have  been  made,  had  they  lived  to  this 
time.  If  we  reckon  this  increafe  in  the  pro- 
portion of  three  to  one,  it  will  produce  the  fum 
of  4200,  which,  added  to  the  original  num- 
ber* will  make  5600*  But  allowing  the  600 
for  casualties,  we  may  moderately  compute 
5000  perfons,  lefs  than  the  number  would 
have  been,  had  the  laft  fifteen  years  been  all 
years  of  peace. 

The  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in 
1790,  is  the  moil  correct  account  which  has 
ever  been  made.  The  whole  amount  is 
142,01 8.  If  this  be  compared  with  the  num- 
ber in  1775,  and  the  difference  divided,  by  the 
number  of  intervening  years,  without  any  ref- 
erence to  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  war ;  the 
average  of  increafe  will  be  3987  per  annum, 
for  the  laft  fifteen  years.  If  the  number  in 
1775  be  compared  with  the  number  in  1767, 
and  the  difference  divided  by  the  number  of 
intervening  years,  the  average  per  annum,  for 
thofe  eight  years,  will  be  3687.  If  a  mean 
between  thefe  two,  viz.  3883,  be  taken  for  the 
increafing  ratio  per  annum,  fince  the  year  1767, 
it  will  produce  a  number  very  nearly  corre- 
fponding  with  the  number  taken  by  the  cenfus 
in  1790.  If  this  mode  of  computation  be 
juft,  the  number  of  people  in  New-^Hamp- 
fhire  has  actually  doubled  in  lefs  than  nineteen 
years,  notwithftanding  that  feve'n  of  thofe 
nineteen  were  years  of  war. 

Q_2  This 
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This  may  more  clearly  appear  from  trie' fol- 
lowing table  ;  in  which  the  flril  column  con- 
tains the  years .;  the  fecond  column  ihews  the 
number  in  each  year,  by  the  ratio  of  .3883  ; 
and  the  third  the  numbers  by  the  ratio  of  3687. 
for  the  firft. eight  years,. and  .3987  for  the  laft 
fifteen. 


,n 


table    of    POPULATION. 

, : 1 L 

.   527OO") 

56387 
60074 

'  63761  , 
67448  y  increafmg  by  368  f\ 

71135 

74822 

78509 
82196 

86i83: 

90170 

94*57 
98144 

102131 

106118 

110105 

114092  y  increafmg  by  3987. 

118079 

122066 

126053 

130040 

134027 

108014 

142001^ 

In  botli  columns,  the  half  of  the  number  taken  by  the 
etSB&Sj  viz.  7 1 009,  falls  between  theycars  1771  and  1772; 
a  period  fliprt  of  nineteen  years,  irom  1790. 

This 


1767 

k  52700 

68 

56583 

% 

60466 

1770 

\    64349 

71 

68232 

72 

72115 

73 

75998 

'74 

79881 

75 

i  83764 

76 

87647 

.   77 

9*53° 

78 

9541?, 

79 

99296 

1780 

103179 

81 

107062 

82 

110945 

83 

. 114828 

84 

118711 

85 

122594 

86 

126477 

87 

130360 

88 

i34243 

.  89 

198126 

1790 

142009 
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This<  rapid  increafe  of  population.,'  is  partly 
natural   arid   partly-  adventitious.      The   dii- 
tindtiorr  between:  thefe  two  cauies  is  evident  ; 
Huttta  afcertain  theprecife  limits  of  their  re- 
fpecl:iVe:operations.r  is  impracticable,  without  a 
more  minute  furvey  than  has  ever  yet  been 
taken.     Large   emigrations  have  been  made 
;firice  the  peace  of  1763,  from  the  neighbour- 
ing-States^  into  the  new  town (hips-ef  New- 
Hampfhire.     Thofe  from  the  old  towns  to 
the  new,    have  been   alfo  very  -  confiderable  ; 
and  though  at  firft  view  thefe  .latter  may  not 
feem  to  have  augmented  the  number  of  the 
people  ;   yet  upon  a  more  clofe  attention  to 
thefubjecl,  it  will  be  found  that  even  in  them 
there  is  a  productive  caufe  of  increafe.  Where 
land  is  cheap,   and  the  means   of  fubfiftence 
may  be  acquired  in   fuch  plenty,  .and  in  fo 
fhort  a  time  as  is  evidently  the  cafe  in  our 
new  plantations,   encouragement  is  given  to 
early  marriage.     A  young  man  who  has  clear- 
ed a  piece  of  land,  and  built  a  hut  for  his  pres- 
ent  accommodation,    foon  begins  to  experi- 
ence the  truth   of  that  old  adage,    '  It  is  not 
*  good  for  man  to  be  alone/     Having  a  prof- 
peel    of  increafing   his  fubftance  by   labour, 
which  he  knows  himfelf  able  to  perform,  he 
attaches     himfelf  to   a   female     earlier     than 
prudence   would   dictate  if  he  had  not   fuch 
a  profpecT:.     Nor  are  the  young  females  of  the 
country  averfe  to  a  fettlement  in  the  new  plan- 
tations ; 
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tations  >  where,  after  the  fecond  year'sla  fec&iir, 
by  which  the  land  is  brought  into  pafture, 
there  is  aneceffity  for  beginning  the  work  of 
a  dairy  >  an  employment  which  always  falls 
to  their  lot,  and  is  an  object  of  their  ambition, 
as  well  as  intereft. 


table  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  HampfQn9xoiWetp^ 
from  the  church  records  of  the  Rev.  Ward  Got  ton. 


Jtears. 

Deaths.       Baptifms. 

■  '       '      v 

Male. 

Female, 

under    2 

years. 

62 

x735 

15 

*9 

21 

between  2 

and  5 

3* 

3$ 

% 

22 

28 

5 

10 

16 

27 

16 

21 

23 

1.0 

20 

23 

S% 

l9 

2.7 

22 

20 

30 

2.4 

39 

25 

26 

15 

30 

40 

9 

?749 

14 

20 

*5 

40 

50 

7 

41 

tt 

>  15 

27 

50 

60 

8 

42 

21 

20 

12 

60 

79 

9 

43 

11 

J? 

17 
/ 

70 

80 

*g 

44 

9 

*9 

*9 

80 
9o 

90 

100 

5 
8 

: 

Total 

216 

2o6 

*?9 

9      — 

, . 

Deaths 

216 

Adults 

*9 

Baptifms 

424 

under    2  years. 

60 

*745 

32 

22 

20 

between  2  and  5 

26 

46 

*3 

23 

16 

5 

10 

23 

47 

16 

£5 

*5 

10 

20 

26 

48 

l9 

22 

19 

20 

30 

10 

49 

26 

H 

22 

30 

40 

*3 

±750 

*7 

16 

17 

40 

50 

5 

5-1 

'5 

18 

*3 

50 

60 

iQ 

52 

16 

1 1 

20 

60 

70 

*3 

53 

14 

18 

*5 

70 

80 

16 

54 

53 

*9 

21 

80 
90 

9° 
100 

16 
3 

Total 

221 

188 

178 

L. 

Dpjiths 

221 

Adults 

§ 

Baptifms 

37* 

TABLE 
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table  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton, 

continued* 

Years.       Deaths.       Baptifms.  Ages. 

Male.     Female.  under    2' years.  44 

*755      .   32          SBJ        17     -  between  2  and  5  7 

56  36         19         l6  -    5         10  14 

57  13         20         16  10       -  20  13 

58  23         20         12  20        30  16 

59  :    21          14         18  30        40  13 
1760         19         23         21  40        50  11 

6i         12         19         18  s  .50        60  5 

62  15              13              l8  60            ^O  21 

63  16         i6_       14  70        80  30 

64  no  record.  1822  80         90  9 

-     90      100  4 


c  >«7       m       17z 


Deaths     187 
Adults     10  Baptifms     357 

table  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  by 
the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Thayer. 


■  Years. (- 

Deaths.       B 

aptifms. 

-4^. 

0: 

■  -Male. 

Female. 

under 

2  years. 

23 

^1767  c:\ 

7         3^ 

14 

between  2 

and  5 

6 

'      68  m 

10         13 

*3 

5 

10 

£ 

*     69 

10"       15 

15 

- 

10- 

20 

20 
3o 

T 

'  177° 

14         20 

16 

*3 

R     71 

7          8 

li 

30 

40 

5 

i         J2  ?  1 

11           9 

*5 

40 

50 

7 

w    73 

12         19 

17 

50 

60 

9 

1      74  c 

8         15 

*4 

60 

70 

8 

75 

12             11 

7 

70 

80 

*7 

76 

24             16 

*j3 

80 
90 

9° 

100 

*5 

3 

"** 

115       156 

*35 



Adults 

3 

B 

Deaths 
aptifms 

J15 
294 

TABLE 
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table  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  con- 
tinued. 


Years. 

Deaths.       Baptifms. 

^. 

Male. 

Female. 

under    2  years  .  ~    '26 

1777 

9         *4 

9 

between  2  and  5            7 

'78 

11          10 

*7 

5         10            6 

,79 

11          18 

5 

10        20           4 

1780 

9         M 

*3 

20        30           7 

8t 

7         16 

8 

30     :  40            2 

82 

6        1 7 

4 

40     '  50           6 

83 

14   '      H 

16 

50        60           4 

"    84 

9         *2 

10 

60        70           § 

S.5 

12           7 

8 

7o        80         16 

86 

11           9 

8 

80        90         10 
90       ioo            3 

99       12^ 

92 

Adu 

Its     2 

Deaths     99 
Baptifms     228 

under     2  years              9 

i787 

13         *3 

11 

between  2  and -5-         1 

88 

12              IO 

*5 

5      -.  10  ...    2 

89 

13          8 

9 

10         20 

90 

5         10 

12 

20        30          . 7 

9l 

3          9 

5 

30       40  ; ■•-.     1 

io  OElohtr 



40       50          2 

3*- 

46        5° 

52 

50       60 
60       70  •       3 
70       80          8 
80       90        11 

90      100          2 

Deaths     46 

■ 

Baptifms     102 

TABLE 


NEW-HAMPS  HI  R  E.      421 


table  of  CASUALTIES  in  Hampton. 


*mg 

*745 

^bS 

Cafualiies.                                  to 

•    to 

to 

— 1744 

...,'■ 

*75* 

1763 

Accident 

6 

4 

1 

Apoplexy 

2 

2 

Afthma 

1 

Cancer^ 

3 

2 

4 

•    Childbed 

12 

5 

1 

Cholic! 

2 

3 

3 

Confumption 

*5     : 

26 

21* 

Convulfions 

8 

*5 

11 

Dropfy 

- 

3 

2 

Dyfentery 

X 

4 

7 

Fevers 

16 

30 

4* 

Jaundice 

1 

1 

King's:  evil                 ; 

1 

£ 

*  Long  ficknef$ 

5 

2 

1 

r 

Mania; 

2 

1 

Meafles 

"- 

3 

Mortif|cation 

1 

2 

Old  age 

12 

12 

9 

Palfy 

2    ■■ 

•     9 

8 

Pleurify 

2 

j 

2 

Quinfy 

1 

1 

«» 

Rheumatifm 

1 

Smallpox 

" 

4 

Sore  mouth                                  1 

S  ' 

3 

Strangury                        ',            2 

J            3 

2 

Suddenly 

7  i 

2 

11 

Throat  diflemper 

'       1 

91 

60 

30 

t  Unknown 

28 

28 

13 

Whoqping  cough  \ 

1 

2 

Tptal 

2l6   '■ 

1 

221 

187 

.' 

TABLE 

*  The  term  long  ficknefs  is  peculiar, 
the  fame  with  confumption. 

T  In  the  clafs  unknown  are  included  the 
£f  young  children,  and  the  ftill-born. 


It  probably  means 
namelefs  di  {orders 
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table  of  CASUALTIES  in  Hampton,  continued. 

»M.T^ — — 1 '■■■'                  ""■'"' 

1767 

CnfualtieSm                                  t° 

1777          1iH 

to                     to 

I776    •                I786                     .179t 

Accident 

7     i 

1 

2 

Afthmaj 

• 

1 

Bleeding 

, 

1 

. 

Cancer 

2 

1 

Childbed 

1 

* 

Cholic 

1 

Confumption 

27 

21 

Convulfions 

5 

13                               » 

Propfy 

1 

5 

£)yfentery 

9 

2 

3 

Fevers 

12 

9 

3 

Gravel 

1 

1 

Jaundice 

2 

3 

4 

Lethargy 

•,1 

Mealies 

1 

: 

Mortification 

4 

4 

f 

Nervous  head  ach 

/* 

1 

Old  age 

14 

6 

7 

Palfy 

6 

7 

3 

Quinfy 

1 

1 

t 

Rheumatifm 

• 

1 

Schirrus 

1 

Smallpox 

1  j 

Scrophula 

2 

: 

Sore  mouth 

1 

6 

Suddenly 

3 

3 

Throat  diftempar 

3 

7 

Violence 

1 

Whooping  cough 

* 

3 

Worms 

6 

2 

Unknown 

7 

r 

3 

1     - 

"5 


99 


46 
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table  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Newmarket, colkaed 
from  the   Records  of  the  Rev.   John   Moody,  by  Went- 

WORTH   CHESWILL,  Efq. 


Years.     Deaths. 

Baptifins,                         Ages. 

1721 

7 

3o 

under  5 
between^-  and    10 

37 

3^ 

9 

r4 

7 

33 

1 

21 

1.0             20 

'      3 

34 

1 

t8 

20             30 

:     1 

35 

18 

'■■  2© 

30             40 

1 

•36 

11 

3* 

40             50 

2 

37 

7 

22 

$0             60 

1 

38 

4 

*9 

60             70 

5 

39 

4 

28 

70             80 

2 

*749 

i 

22 

80             90 

1 

90             1  OO 

63 

225 

-above    100 

1 

? 

is 

age  unknown 

2 

- 

% 

1741 

9 

29 

.^a — 

9 

44 

—           unde^-5 — ■ — - 

% 

43 

33 

44 

between  5    and    10 

V 

44 

n 

2& 

10              20 

7 

45 

3 

^3 

20              30 

4 

46 

ii 

%% 

30              40 

5 

47 

4 

s6 

40              50 

5 

48 

8 

*-7 

£©              60 

5 

49 

H 

28 

60              70 

2 

1759 

12 

24 

70              80 

80              90 

2 

i 

n4 

283 

90            100 

ab 

rr-5— 

age  unknown 

4 

114 


TABLE 
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- 

\  ■ 

- 

,  of  BAPTISMS  and 

. 

TABLE 

DEATHS    in 

Newmarket,  ; 

■_,  continued. 

Years, 

Deaths, 

■ 
B&ptifms, 

Ages 

»      £ 

"■K  " 

175* 

25 

27    : 

under  .5 

9s 

52 

47 

36 

between  5  and 

10 

32 

53 

32 

h% 

10 

20 

21 

54 

21 

23 

20 

30 

89 

55 

>9 

24 

SO 

4P 

11 

56 

<M 

26 

4Q 

59 

PS8 

■57 

18 

29 

50 

6p 

-16 

58 

24 

24 

6o_   - 

70 

16 

59 

21 

,   20 

7° 

80 

5 

1760 

19 

20 

80 

QO 

7 
1 

9o 

100 

239 

246 

age  unknown 

5 

239 

if  61 

23 

:    34 

under  5 

53 

62 

8 

25 

between  5  and  id 

5 

•  63 

y\  8 

28 

10 

20 

;     6 

■  64 

*3 

24 

20 

30 

12 

65 

12 

16 

3o 

40 

5 

66 

25 

J9 

40 

50 

8 

67 

18 

16 

5° 

60 

7 

68 

8 

c7 

60 

70 

T3 

69 

9 

*3 

70 

80 

J7 

1770 

14 

12 

80 

90 

8 

*. 

90 

100 

138 

*94 

age  unknown 

4 

138 

TABLE 
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table  of  DEATHS  in  Dover, 
by  Jeremy  Belknap. 


Years. 

No. 

of  Deaths.             Ages. 

No. 

1767 

9 

under   2 
-    between     2 

.5 

years 

46 

00 
69 

17 
*9 

and    5 
10 

9 

14 

1770 

16 

10 

20 

6 

71 

23 

20 

3° 

10 

>72 

17 
*5 

30 
40 

40 
<5° 

15 

'73 

*3 

74 

10 

5° 

60 

6 

75 

12 

60 

7° 

22 

76 

47 

70 

,    80 

28 

80 

9O 

*3 

185 

9° 

10O 

2 

abroad   in  1 
the    war    j 

8 

above 

10O 

1 

. 

193 

m 

185 

1777 

29 

under   2 

years 

47 

78 

16 

between    2 

and    5 

20 

79 

9 

5 

10 

7 

1780 

20 

10 

20 

12 

81 

8 

20 

3° 

H 

82 

22 

3° 

40 

9 

83 

23 

40 

5° 

14 

84 

24 

5° 

60 

13 

85 

33 

60 

7° 

*5 

86 

8 

7° 

80 

20 

to  Sept. 



80 

90 

18 

192 

9° 

100 

3 

abroad   in  \ 
the   war    J 

21 

■ 

192 

213 

Of  unmarried  females  between  1 5  and  25  years  of  age. 
eight  died  in  20  years. 

Of  married  females  of  the  fame  2,g^,fotir, 

Still-born  children  are  not  reckoned  in  this  table. 

No  account  of  Births  could  be  obtained.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  being  Quakers  ;  and  of  the  others,  many  did 
not  bring  their  children  to  Baptifm. 

TABLE 
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table   of  CASUALTIES  in  Dover, 


1767 

1777 

Casualties. 

to 

: ±0 

ttf 

-—               Tt\s 

1776   . 

1786 

Accidents 

11 

IO 

Apoplexy 

i 

3 

Afthma 

3 

Bleeding 

2 

Cancer 

1 

1 

Childbed 

7 

3 

Cholic 

3 

1 

Cough  and  fever 

5 

Whooping  cough 

1 

10 

Confumption 

26 

34 

Convulfions 

5 

3 

Decav  of  nature 

19 

16 

Dropfy 

6 

H 

.  Drunkennefs 

t 



Dyfentery 

2 

17 

Felones  de  fe 

,  2 

Fevers 

S3 

17 

Gravel 

1 

Jaundice 

.      4 

3 

Iliac  pafliori 

1 

King's  evil 

£ 

Mania 

1 

2 

Meafles 

1 

Children  irt  the  month 

20 

*7 

Mortification 

5 

Nervous  head  ach 

3 

1 

Palfy 

5 

6 

Ouinfy 

1 

7 

Rickets 

2 

Rheumatifm 

1 

Strangury 

3 

Suddenly 

4 

2 

Throat  diftemper 

* 

it 

Thrufh 

1 

*  Worms 

*9 

4 

185  *92 

TABLE 

*  In  the  clafs  of  worms  are  included  the  namelefs  difeafes 
of  children.  1 
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table  of  DEATHS  in  Eajl-Kingfton,  colle&ed  from 
the  records  of  the  Rev.   Peter   Coffin,  by  the 
•    Rev.  Isaac  Mansfield. 


Years. 

No.  of  Death 

s.            Ages 

No. 

1740 

4 

under  1 

year 

*9 

41 

b 

between  1 

and  3 

20 

42 

6 

3 

5 

8 

43 

8 

5 

10 

6 

44 

21 

10 

20 

8 

45 

6 

20 

3° 

7 

46 

18 

3° 

40 

3 

47 

6 

40 

5° 

5 

48 

M 

50 

60 

8 

49 

6 

94 

94 

}7$° 

5 

under  1 

year 

25 

5* 

6 

between  1 

and  3 

*4 

5* 

6 

3 

5 

8 

53 

*3 

5 

10 

6 

54 

*3 

10 

20 

10 

55 

20 

20 

3° 

5 

56 

12 

30 

40 

5 

57 

7 

40 

5° 

H 

58 

11 

5° 

60 

4 

59 

6 

60 

70 

2 

7° 

80 

6 

99 

80 

90 

1 
99 

TABLE 
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table  of  DEATHS  in  Eaft-Kingfton,  continued. 

. .  ,  — & l_ •   i    .  - 

Years.    '  No.  of  Deaths.  ,A^si  .  .No. 


1760  14  under    1     year  20 

61  8  between     1    and    3  10 

62  2 

63  3  . 

64  io 

65  6 

67  4 

68  6 

69  4 
177°  1o 

71  *3 


3 

5 

5 

10 

6 

10 

20 

6 

20 

3o 

1.4 

3° 

40 

11 

40 

'  50 

'  4 

c5° 

60 

4 

60 

7° 

7 

7° 

80 

<5 

80 

90 

4 

90  90 

- 

table    of    BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  in  IVilton,    by 
the  Rev.  Abel  Fiske. 


Years.  Deaths.  Births.     Excefs  of  births. 


1784 

11 

47 

36 

85 

7 

49 

42 

86 

6 

38 

3* 

87 

11 

49 

38 

88 

H 

29 

15 

89 

2 

37 

35" 

9° 

20 

3a 

12 

7J 

281 

210 

T^BLE 
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Progrefs  of  POPULATION 

in  JVilton: 

,< > 

"Ythttt"'    Number sz  ~~ 


*739 

1755 
1763 

l*77S 

1786 

;17Q0 


2     families. 
70  -  perfons. 

10*3  - 
1105 


table  of  DEATHS  & 
CASUALTIES  in  Con- 
way, by  the  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Porter; 


FromOtl.  1778,^0^.1790. 


;  under9  years,chiefly  1 


37 


Throat  difterhper 

Fevers  3 

Mortification  2 

Dropfy  2 

Afthma  1 

.  Suddenly  ,  2 
Decay  61  nature  ^Et.  90   1 

Confumpdon,  \fiL.  48  1 

Canker  2 

Felo  de  fe  1 

Accident's  3 
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fABLE  of  DEATHS  in 
Exeter,  by  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Mansfield: 


Years. 


Deaths. 


1784 

86 
87- 
•:^8° 


22 

27 
•    26 

3V 


126' 


under       1 
between  i 

3 

5 
10 

20 

3° 

40 

...   5° 
60 

70 

-     80 
00 


TotaK 


S£ 


year 
and-  3 

10 
20 

3° 

40 

<5° 
60 

76 

80 

9°    . 
100 

_ — . 

Total     126 


18 

9 
& 
5 
9 

n 

10 

10 

6 

11 

12 

2 


TABtJE  . 
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.  table  of    CASUALTIES  in  Exeter,   by  the  Rev. 

T  Ik    It 

Isaac  Mansfieljd, 

H — •'  TSFJT^ 

Ciifualties.  -No. 


f 


} 


mt 
Apoplexy 
Afthma 
Cancer 
Childbed 
Cholera  morbus. 
Complication  of  4if- 

orders 
Qo^fumption  3$ 

.Convulfions  4 

Decay  of  Nature  .         12 
EJiarrhiea  1 

Dropfy    .  A 

Epilepfy 


V    ~ 


• 


■    ..'-'■  1 

ies. 


No. 


Fey  ej -nervous 

■  mixed 

1  pulmonic 

putrid 

Gravel 
Mortification . 

*#f  ... 

Scarlet, fe^ex 
Schiirus 
Scrophuia.. 
Throat  diflemper 
Whooping  cough 
".novvn 


P£V 


1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

6 

3 
7 


Total   ,426 


■ 


—- 


» — ^ , __+_ 


"  -. 

Remarkable  injianczs  of  Longevity. 


• 


In  Dover,  Howard  Henderjbn  died  in  1 772, 
aged  upwards  of  100  years.  In  the  former 
part  of  his  life  he  was. a  feaman,  and  ferved  on 
board  the  fleet  of  Sir  Clondefly  Shovel,  at  the 
taking  of  Gibraltar  from  the  Spaniards  in  1 704. 

In  Durham,  yobn  Bufs,  a  preacher  of  the 
gofpel  for  33  years,  but  not  ordained,  alfo  a 
practitioner  of  phyfic,  died  in  1736,  at  the  age 
of  108.  He  was  remarkably  adtive  and  vig- 
orous at  a  very  advanced  age, 

The 
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Tfee  family  of  Cot.  James-  Davis &  '"whofe 
name  is;  mentioned  in?  th^  preceding  Hiftory> 
(pages  274,  ,33s,  347)-  was  remarkable  for 
longevity ;as:  well  |as  fuperior  ftature . 

The  '-fat-fee*  died   in   1749,   aged  88 

Thomas  88 

Samuel   i783,  99 

Daniel  65 


His  children  < 


r 


Sarah  91 

Hannah  77 

Elizabeth  79 

Ephra'im   1791 ,  87 

Phebe-#t.85,and  the 
widow  of  Samuel  JEt. 
1 02 ,  are  yet  living. 
In  :Lon:donderrYv  the  fir  ft  planters  lived, 
on  an  average,  to  80  years  ;    fome  to  90,  and 
others  to  100.     Among  the  laft  was   V/illiam 
Sco6y,\vko  died  at  the'  age  of  104.     The  two 
laft  heads  of  the  fixteen  families  who  began 
the  planting  of  that  town,  died  there  in  1782, 
aged   about    93    years    each.      They     were 
women. 

In  Chester,  James  Jfllfon  died  in  1739, 
aged  100  years. 

James  Shirley  in  1754,  aged  105. 
Another  perfon  of  the.  fame  name,  aged  91 , 
was  living  in  1 790.     j 

Wiilia?n  Craigie  and -his  wife  died  in  177$, 
each  aged  i  00. 

R*  In 
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InNBWMAR^E^  tftil/tam  Pcrkinf  died'  ill 
i"#$#j  ciged  1 1 6.  He  Was  barn  in"  the  Weft 
of  England.  Governor  Burnet  vifited  him  at 
Newmarket ,  and  examined  him  reflecting 
many  facts  and  occurrences  during  tte  civil 
wars  in  England  in  the  laft  century.  His  fort 
died  in  1757,  agedc?8y. "■-  Several  of  his  grand 
children  have  lived  above  70  years. 

In  Barrington,  fourteen  of  the  firft 
planters  were  living  in  1785,  who  were,  be- 
tween 80  and  90  years  of  age*  The  fettle- 
ment  began  in.  1 73 2. 

In  Atkinson,  Ebenezer  Belknap  died  at 
the  age  of  95,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  107. 

In  Wakefield,  .Robert  Mack/in,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  died  in  1787,  at  the  age  of  1 15. 
He  lived  feveral  years  in  Portfmouth,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  Baker.  He  fre- 
quently  wralked  from  Portfmouth  to  Bofton, 
66  miles,  in  one  day,  and  returned  in  another. 
This  journey  he  performed,' the  laft  time,  at 
the '.age  of  80. 

In  Salem  (a  town  adjoining  the  iouthem 
boundary)  Abie  I  AJien,  one  of  Love-welPs 
brave  company,  who  behaved  gallantly  at  the 
Battle  of  Pig vyacket,  in  1735,  was  living  in 
1790,   aged  86. 

The  two  eldefl  Minifters  of  the  gofpel  now 
living,,  are. the  Rev.  James  Pike  of  Somerf- 
\vortn,  aged  '88,  and  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Flagg 
ef  Chefter,  aged  87. 

€  H  A  P. 
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- 
Political  CharaBer,  Genius,  Manners,  Employ- 

me  Jits  and  Diver  tons  or  tbc  Jrcople.    . 

IT  is  much  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous  to 
defcribe  the  character  of  the  dead  than  of 
the  living  ;  but  in  fo  great  a  variety  as  the 
inhabitants  of  a  whole  State,  there  cannot  but 
bejbme  general  traits  which  all  nmft  allow  to 
be  juft  j  and  which,  however  difagreeable,  if 
applied  particularly,  yet  will  not  be  difrelifhed 
by  any,  when  delivered  only  in  general  terms. 
It  is  not  my  wim  to  exaggerate  either  the  vir- 
tues or  defect's  of  my  countrymen  ;  but  as  an 
American,  I  have  a  right  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
concerning  them,  if  my  language  be  within 
the  limits  of  decency. 

The  o-enius  and  characler  of  a  community 
are  in  fomer  meafure  influenced  by  their  gov- 
ernment and  political  connexions.  Before  the 
Revolution,  the  people  of  the  different  parts  of 
•New-Hampthire,  had  but  little  connexion 
with  each  other:  They  might  have  been  di- 
vided into  three  claffes.  Thole  of  the  old 
towns,  and  the  emigrants  from  them.  ■  Thofe 
on  the  ibiithern  border,  mod  of  whom  were 
Emigrants'  from  MafTachufctts ;  and  thofe  on 

C  on  ne  client 
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Connecticut  river,   who    came   chiefly  from 
Connecticut. 

Of  the  firft  clafs  the  people  might  be  fub- 
divided  into  thofe  who,  'having  been  trained 
in  fuh]:ection   to  Crown.  Officers,   were  ex- 
pectarits    of  favours  from   government,    and 
ready  to  promote  the  views  of  the  ariftocracy  ; 
and  thofe  who,  from  principle  or  habit,  were 
in  opposition  to  thofe  views.     A  long  and  in- 
timate connexion  with  Maffachufetts,  both  in 
peace  and  wTar,  kept  alive  a  democratic  princi- 
ple ;  which,  though  it  met  wTith  the  frowns 
of  men  iri  office,  yet  when  excited  to  action, 
could  not  be  controled    by    their  authority. 
The  people  of  the  iecond  clafs  were  naturally 
attached' to  Maffachufetts,  whence  they  origi- 
nated, and  where  they  were  connected  in  trade. 
Some  towns ,  had  fullered  by  the  interference 
of  grants  made  by  both  governments   and  by 
controverfies  concerning  the  line ;  which  gave 
birth  to  law  fuits,  carried  on  with  great  acrimo- 
ny and  expenfe  for  many  years.     Thofe   of 
the  third  clafs  brought  with  them  an  affection 
and  refpect  for  the  colony  whence  they  emi- 
grated, and  where  the  democratic  principle  had 
always  prevailed.     They  entertained  an  infe- 
rior idea  of  the  people  in  the  maritime  parts  of 
the,  State  ;    whillt  thefe  in  return  looked  with 
an  envious  eve  on  thofe  emigrants   to  whom 
^vere  /:// the  lands  which  had  been  prornifed 

to 
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to  be  given  to  them  as  a  reward  for  the  exer* 
tions  and  fuffcrings  of  their  parents  and  them* 
felves  in  defending  the  country  agairift  its  ene- 
triks. 

Another  iburce  of  difunion  was  the  unequal 
teprefentation  of  the  peopieTSri  the  General 
■AffemHy.  As  Mte  as  the  year  1773,  of  tfiffe 
hundred  and  forty-feven  towiYs,  forty- fix  only 
were  represented,  by  thirty-four  members  ; 
and  fevera!  towns  were  clafl&df,"**  two  or  three 
together,  for  the  choice  of  one/  The  towns  ©f 
Nottingham  and  Concord,  though  full  of 
people,  and  of  above  forty  years  ftanding,  had 
not  once  been  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  rep- 
resentation ;  and  this  was  the  cafe  with  ma- 
ny other  towns  j  which,  though  not  of  fo 
long  fetdement,  yet  contained  more  inhabi- 
tants than  fome  others,  which  had  always  en- 
joyed the  privilege.  No  uniform  fyftem  of 
repvefentation  had  been  adopted.  None  could 
be  eftablifhed  by  law,  becaufe  it  was  claimed 
by  the  Governor  as  part  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive to  call  Reprefentatives  from  new  towns  ; 
and  this  prerogative  was  exercifed  without 
any  regard  to  the  rights,  the  petitions,  or  the 
fentiments  of  the  people. 

Before  the  year  1771  the  Province  was  not 
divided  into  counties  :  but  everv  caufe  from 
even  the  moft  remote  parts  was  brought  to 
Portfmouth,  where  the  courts  were  held  and 

the 
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the  public  offices  were  filled  by  a  few  men, 
mpft  of  whom  were  either  members  of  tfre 
Cquncil,  or  devoted  to  theintereft  of  the  Gov? 
ernor,  or  perfonally  related  to  him.  In  the  adr 
miniitration  of  juftice,  frequent  complaints  wTere 
made  of  partiality.  Parties  were  fometimes 
heard  out  of  cqurt,  and  the  practice  of  water- 
ing-tfre  jury  wa§  familiarly  known  to  thofe 
perfons  who  had  much  bufinefs  in  the  Law. 
The  dernier  refort  was  to  a  court  of  appeals, 
cpnfifting  of  the  Governor  and  Council ;  of 
whom  feven  were  a  quorum  and  four  a  mar 
jority.  Here  the  final  fentence  was  often 
paffed  by  the  fame  perfons  who  had  been  conr 
cerned  in  the  former  decifions ;  unlefs  the 
caufe  were  of  fuch  yalue  as  tq  admit  of  an  ap- 
peal to  the  King  in  Cquncil.  During  the  ad- 
rniniftration  of  the  laft  Governor,  fome  of 
thefe  fources  of  difaffectiqn  were  removed ; 
but  others  remained,  for  an  experiment, wheth- 
er a  cure  could  be  effected,  by  a  change  of 
government. 

The  Revolution  which  called  the  democratic 
power  into  action,  has  repreffed  the  ariftocratic 
Ipirit.  The  honors  and  emoluments  of  office 
are  more  generally  difrufed  ;  the  people  enjoy 
more  equal  privileges,  and,  after  a  long  dif- 
fention,  are  better  united.  Government  is  a 
fcience^  and  requires  education  and  in  forma-* 
tion,  as  well  as  judgment  and  prudence.     In^ 

deed 
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deed  there  are  fome  who  have  ftruggled 
through  all  the  disadvantages  arifing  from  the 
want  of  early  education,  and  by  force  of  na- 
tive genius  and  induftry,  have  acquired  thofe 
qualifications  which  have  enabled  them  to 
render  eminent  fervice  to  the  community;  and 
there  are  others  who  have  been  favoured  with 
early  education,  and  have  improved  their  op- 
portunity to  good  purpofe.  Notwithstanding 
which,  the  deficiency  of  perfons  qualified  for 
the  various  departments  in  Government,  has 
been  much  regretted,  and  by  none,' more  than 
by  thofe  few,  who  know  how  public  bufinefs 
pught  to,  be  conducted.  This  deficiency  is 
daily  decrealing  ;  the  rrieans  of.  knowledge 
are  extending  ;  prejudice's,  are  wearing  away, 
and  the  political  character  of  the  people  is 
pianifeftly  improving, 

But  however  late  the  Inhabitants  of  New- 
Hampfhire  may  be,  in  political  improvement ; 
yet  they  have  long  pofieffed  other  valuable 
qualities,  which  have  rendered  them  an  importr- 
ant  branch  of  the  American  union.  Firmnefs  of 
nerve,  patience  in  fatigue,  intrepidity  in  dan- 
ger and  alertnefs  in  action,  are  to  be  numbered 
anions  their  native  and  effential  characterift'ics. 

Men  who  are  concerned  in  travelling v  hunt- 
ing, cutting  timber,  making  roads  and  other 
employments  in  the  fo reft,  are  inured  to  hard- 
ships.    They  frequently  lie  out  in  the   woods 

fevera] 
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feveral  days  or  weeks  together  in  all  lea- 
ions  of  the  year.  A  hut  compofed  of  poles 
and  bark,  fuffices  them  for  fhelter;  and  on  the 
'  open  fide  of  it,  a  large  fire  fecures  them  from 
the  feverity  of  the  weather.  Wrapt  in  a 
blanket  with  their  feet  next  the  fire,  they  paft 
the  longeft  and  coldeft  nights,  and  awake  vig- 
orous for  labour  the  fucceeding  day.  Their 
food,  when  thus  employed,  is  falted  pork  or 
beef,  with  potatoes  and  bread  of  Indian  corn  ; 
and  their  beft  drink  is  water  mixed  with  gin- 
ger ;  though  many  of  them  are  fond  of  diftill- 
<:d  fpirits,  which,  however,  are  lefs  noxious  in 
inch  a  fituation  than  at  home.  Thofe  who 
begin  a  new  fettlement,  live  at  firft  in  a  ftyle 
not  lefs  fimple.  They  erect  a  fquare  build- 
ing of  poles,  notched  at  the  ends  to  keep  them 
faft  together.  The  crevices  are  plaiftered  with 
clay  or  the  ftiffeft  earth  which  can  be  had, 
mixed  with  mofs  or  ftraw.  The  roof  is  either 
bark  or  fplit  boards.  The  chimney  a  pile  of 
ftones  ;  within  which  a  fire  is  made  on  the 
ground,  and  a  hole  is  left  in  the  roof  for  the 
fmoke  to  pafs  out.  Another  hole  is  made  in 
the  fide  of  the  houfe  for  a  window,  which  is 
occafionally  clofed  with  a  wooden  mutter.  In 
winter,  a  conftant  fire  is  kept,  by  night  as 
well  as  by  day  ;  and  in  fummer  it  is  necefTa- 
rv  to  have  a  continual  fmoke  on  account  of 
the  mufquetos  and   other  infe&s  with  which 

the 
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the  woods  abound.  The  fame  defence  is 
ufed  for  fche  cattle;  fmokes  of  leaves  and 
bruik:  are  made  in  the  paftures  where  they 
i^ed  by  day,  >md  in  the  pens  where  they  are 
folded  \>yi  night-, ;  ,  Ovens  are  built  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  the  houfes,  of  the  beft  ftones 
which 'can  be  found,  cemented  and  plaiftered 
with  clay;  c*r  ftiff  earth.  Many  of  thefe  firft 
tffTays  in  houfekeeping,  are  to  be  met  with 
ira  the  new  plantations,  which  ferve  to  lodge 
whole  families,  till  their  in duftry  can  furniih 
them  with  materials,  for  a  more  regular  and 
comfortable  houfe  ;  and  till  their  land  is  fo 
well  deared  as  that  a  proper  iituation  for  it 
can  be  chofen.  By  thefe  methods  of  living, 
the  people  are  familiarifed  to  hardlliips  ;  their 
children  are  early  ufed  to  coarfe  food  and  hard 
lodging;  and  to  be  without  fhoes  in  all  feafons 
of  the  year  is  icarcely  accounted  a  want.  By 
fuch  hard  fare,  and  the  labour  which  accom- 
panies it,  many  young  men  have  raifed  up 
families,  and  in  a .  few  years  have  acquired 
■property  fuficient  to  render  .  themfelves 
independent  freeholders  ;  and  they  feel  all  the 
pride  and  importance  which  arife  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  having  well  earned  their  eitates* 

They  have   alfo    been  accuilomed  to  bear 

their  parents  relate  the  dangers  and  hardfhips, 

'the  icenes  of  blood  and   adoration    through 

•vhich  .they  and  their   unceitcrs    have  paffed  ; 

and 
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and  they  have  an  ambition  to  emulate  their 
hardy  virtues.  New-Hampfhire  may  there- 
fore be  considered  as  a  nurfery    of  ftern  hero^ 

J 

ifm  ;  producing  men  of  firmnefs  and  valor ; 
who  can  traverfe  mountains  and  deferts,  en- 
counter hardfhips,  and  face  an  enemy  without 
terror.  Their  martial  fpirit  needs  .only  op- 
portunity to  draw  it  into  aclion  ;  and  when 
properly  trained  to  regular  military  duty,  and 
commanded  by  officers  in  whom  they  can 
place  confidence,  they  form  a  militia  fully 
equal  to  the  defence  of  their  country. 

They  are  alio  very  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of 
edge  tools,  and  in  applying  mechanical  powers 
to  the  elevation  and  removal  of  heavy  bodies. 
In  the  management  of  cattle  they  are  excelled 
by  none.  Mod  of  their  labor  is  performed 
by  the  help  of  oxen  ;  horfes  are  feldom  em- 
ployed in  the  team  ;  but  are  ufed  chiefly  in^ 
thefaddle,  or  in  the  winter  feafon,  infleighs. 

Land  being  eafily  obtained,  and  labour  of 
every  kind  being  familiar,  there  is  great  en- 
couragement to  population.  A  good  huf- 
bandman,  wTiththe  favings  of  a  few  years,  can 
purchafe  new  land  enough  to  give  his  elder 
fons  a  fettlement,  and  affift  them  in  clearing  a 
lot  and  building  a  hut ;  after  which  they  foon 
learn  to  fupport  themfelves.  The  homeftead 
is  generally  given  to  the  youngeft  fon,  who 
provides  for  his  parents,  when  age  or  infirmi- 
ty 
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ty  incapacitates  them  for  labour.  An  unmar- 
ried man  of  thirty  years  old  is  rarely  to  be 
found  m  our  country  towns.  The  women 
are  grandmothers  at  forty,  and  it  is  not  un- 
common for  a  mother  and  daughter  to  have 
each  a  child  at  the  breaft,  at  the  fame  time  ; 
nor  for  a  father,  fon  and  grandfon,  to  be  at 
work  together  in  the  lame  field.  Thus  popu-t 
lation  and  cultivation  proceed  together,  and 
a  vigorous  race  of.  inhabitants  grows  up,  on 
a  foil,  which  labor  vies  with  nature  to  ren-^ 
der  productive. 

Thofe  perfons,  who  attend  chiefly  to  huf- 
bandry,  are  the  moft  thriving  and  fubftantiaL 
Thofe  who  make  the  getting  of  lumber  their 
principal  bufinefs,.  generally  wTork  hard  for  lit- 
tle profit.  This  kind  of  employment  inter^ 
feres  too  much  with  hufbandry.  The  beft 
feafon  for  fawing  logs  is  the  fpring,  when  the 
rivers  are  high ;  this  is  alfo  the  time  for 
ploughing  and  planting.  He  who  works  in 
the  faw-mill  at  that  time,  muft  buy  his  bread 
and  clothing,  and  the  hay  for  his  cattle,  with 
his  lumber ;  and  he  generally  anticipates  the 
profit  of  his  labor.  Long  credit  is  a  difad- 
vantage  to  him  ;  and  the  too  free  indulgence 
of  fpirituous  liquor,  to  which  this  clafs  of 
people  are  much  addicted,  hurts  their  health, 
their  morals  and  their  intereft.  They  are  al- 
ways in  debt,   and  frequently  at  law.     Their 

.         families 
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families  are  ill. provided  with  neceffaries,!' and 
their  children  arejwcithout'eduicatiijofi  or  morals^ 
When  a  man  makes  hu&andpyfeis  principal 
employment,  and  attends  to  lumber  only  a* 
feafons  of  leifore  ;  'and  can  afford  to  keep  it 
for  a  market,  and  be  his  own  fatciidr^  theh'it 
becomes  profitable.  The  profits  of  the  other 
generally  goes  into  the  hands,  of  the  trader; 
who  fupplies  him  with  neceffaries  at  an  ad± 
vanced  price,  and  keeps  him  in  a  ftate  of  de- 
pendance. 

Where  husbandry  is  the  employment  of  the 
men,  domeftic  manufactures  ane  carried  on  by 
the  women.  They  fpin  and  weave  their  owtk 
flax  and  wool;  and  their  families  are  clad  in 
cloth  of  their  own  making.  The  people  of 
Londonderry,  and  the  towns  which  are  made 
up  of  emigrants  from  it,  attend  largely  to  the 
manufacture  of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and 
make  great  quantities  for  fale.  Thefe  people 
are  induftrious,  frugal  and  hofpitable.  The 
xnen  are  fanguins  and  robuft.  The  women 
are  of  lively  difpofitions,  and  the  native  white 
and  red  complexion  of  Ireland  is  not  loft  in 
New-Hampfhire.     *  The  town  is    much  in- 

*  debted  to  them  for  its  wealth  and  confe- 

*  quence/* 

The  people  of  New-Hampfhire,  in  general, 
are  induftrious*  and  allow  themfelves  very  lit- 

"tie 

*  MS1,  letter  of  the  Rev.  William  Morrifon  of  Londonderry- 
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tje   time  for   diverfion.     One  who  indulges 
hjnifelf  in  idlenefsand  jpjay,  is  ftigmatifed  ac- 
cording to  his  demerit.      At  military  mufters, 
at  Judicial  Courts,  at  the  railing  of  houfes,  at 
the  launching  of  fhips,  and  at  the  ordination 
of  Minifters,  which  are  feafons  of  public  con- 
courfe,   the  young  people  amufe   themfelves 
with  dancing.     In  fome  towns  they  have  a 
practice,  at  Chriftmafs,  of  fhooting  geefe  for 
wagers ;  ;and  on  many  other  occasions,  the  di- 
version of  firing  at  marks  is  very  common,, 
and  has  an  excellent  effect  in  forming  young 
men  to  a  dexterous  ufe  of  arms.     The  time  of 
gathering  the  Indian  corn  is  always  a  ieafon  of 
feftivity.     The  ears  are  gathered  and  brought 
home  by  day  ;  and  in  the  evening  a  company 
of  neighbours  join  in  hulking  them,  and  con- 
clude their  labor  with  a  fupper  and  a  dance. 
In  the  capital  towns  they  have  regular  affem- 
blies  for  dancing  ;  and  fometimes  theatrical 
entertainments  have  been  given  by  the  young 
gentlemen  and  ladies.     In  Portfmouth,   there 
is  as  much  elegance  and  politenefs  of  manners, 
as   in  any   of    the   capital     towns  of  New- 
England.     It  is  often  vifited  by  ftrangers,  wTho 
always  meet  with  a  friendly  and  hofpitable  re- 
ception. 

The  free  indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquors , 
has  been,  and  is  now,  one  of  the  great.eft  faults 
of  many  of  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire  • 
efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river 

Pafcataqua, 
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Pafcataqua,  and  its  branches,  and- wherever 
the  bufinefs  of  getting  -lumber  forms  the 
principal  employment  of- the  people.  If  the 
reader  is  curious  to -form  an eftimate  of  ithe 
quantity  of  diftilled-  ipirits  confurried:  in  the' 
State,  he  may  fatisfy  him fe If,  partly  by  in- 
fpecting-the  Table  of  importation  ;  partly  by 
inquiring  the  number -of  barrels  of  Rum  man- 
ufactured at  the  only  diftil  houfe  in  the  State  • 
partly  by  confidering  the  quantity  tranfport- 
ed  by  land  from  the  different  feaports  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  partly  by' knowing  ^  the  allow- 
4  ancey  wThich  is  ufually  given  to  labouring  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Pafcata- 
qua ;  and  which  is  obftinately  perfrfted  in, 
notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  and  en- 
deavours of  fome  worthy  characters  to  abol- 
ifh  it. 

In  travelling  up  the  country  it  affords  pleas- 
ure to  obferve  the  various  articles  of  produce 
and  manufacture  coming  to  market  ;  but 
in  travelling  down  the  country,  it  is  equal- 
ly difguftful  to  meet  the  fame  teams  returning, 
loaded  with  calks  of  rum,  along  with  fifh, 
fait  and  other  neceffar-y  articles. 

Before  the  Revolution  it  was  cuftomary  to 
give  drams  at  funerals,  and  in  fome  towns  td 
repeat  the  baneful  dofe  two  or  three  times. 
During  the  war,  a  fcarcity  of  materials  gave 
opportunity  to  put  a  check  on  this  pernicious 

practice. 
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practice.     It   is   now   lefs  common  in  moft 
places,  and  in  fome  it  is  wholly  difufed. 

Among  hufbandmen,  cyder  is  their  com- 
mon drink.  Malt  liquor  is  not  fo  frequent 
as  its  wholefomenefs  deferves  ;  and  as  the  fa- 
cility with  which  barley  and  hops  may  be  raif- 
ed,  feems  to  require.  In  fome  of  the  new 
towns  a  liquor  is  made  of  fpruce  twigs,  boiled 
in  maple  fap,  which  is  extremely  pleafant. 
But  after  all,  there  are  no  perfons  more  robuft 
and  healthy,  than  thofe,  whofe  only  or  princi- 
pal drink  is  the  fimple  element,  with  wThich 
nature  has  univerfally  and  bountifully  fupplied 
this  happy  land. 


C  H  A  P< 
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Conflitution,    Laws,    Revenue  and  Militia* 

*  j  SHE  form  of  government,  eftablifhed  in 
JL     1784,  is  founded  on  thefe  two  grand 

principles,   viz.    1 .-   That  '*  the  people  have 

*  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  of  governing 
'  themfelves,   as  a  free,   fovereign  and  inde- 

*  pendent  State;  exercifing  and  enjoying  eve- 
4  ry  power,  jurifdi&ion  and  right  pertaining 
6  thereta,  which  is  not,  or'  may  not  hereafter 

*  be  by  them  exprefsly  delegated  to  the  United 
4  States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  afTembled/ 
And  2,    That    *  the  three  eflential  powers    of 

*  government,  the  legiflative,  executive  and 
4  judicial  ought  to  be  kept  as  feparate  from, 

*  and  independent  of  each  other,  as  the  nature 
4  of  a  free  government  will  admit  ;  or  as  is 
4  confident  with  that  chain  of  connexion 
4  which  binds  the  whole  fabric.5 

The  rights  of  the  people  are  particularly 
declared  in  thirty-eight  articles  prefixed  to  the 
form  of  government.  The  objects  of  this 
declaration  are  perfonal  freedom,  the  fecurity 

of  property,  and  the  peace  and  order  of  hu- 
man foci  ety. 

By 
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By  this  conftitution,  the  legijlative  power 
is  vefted  in  a  General  Court,  con  lifting  of 
a  Senate  and  houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  each  of 
which  has  a  negative  upon  the  other.  The 
Senate  confifts  of  twelve  perfons  chofen  by 
the  feveral  counties  in  the  following  propor- 
tions ;  five  for  Rockingham  ;  two  for  Straf- 
ford; two  for  Hillfboroughj  two  forChefhire, 
and  one  for  Grafton.  But  the  General  Court 
may  divide  the  State  into  different  diftricts,  and 
aflign  the  number  of  Senators,  in  proportion 
to  the  public  taxes,  paid  by  each  diftricl:.  The 
Senate,  therefore,  may  be  confidered  as  repre- 
fenting  the  property  of  the  State. 

The  qualifications  of  a  Senator  are  thefe. 
He  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age  ;  he  muft  have 
been  refident  in  the  State  for  {even  years  ;  and 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  muft  be  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  diftrict  for  which  he  is  chofen  ; 
he  muft  pofTefs  in  his  own  right,  a  freehold  of 
two  hundred  pounds  value,  within  the  State, 
and  he  muft  be  of  the  proteffant  religion. 

The  number  of  the  houfe  of  Represent- 
atives is  not  limited  ;  but  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  profefTedly  regulated,  art  popula- 
tion and  equality.  Every  town  Containing  150 
rateable  polls  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  may 
elect  one  reprefentative.  Every  town  con- 
taining 450  may  choofe  two  ;  the  mean  in- 
creafing  number  for  every  reprefentative  be- 
S  %  ing 
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ing  300.  This  proportion  is  laid  to  be  *  as 
*  equal  as  circumitances  will  admit. '  Towns 
which  have  lefs  than  150  polls,  are  generally 
clalTed  for  the  choice  of  a  reprefentative. 

The  qualifications  of  a  xeprefentative  are 
two  years5  habitancy  ;  an  eftate  of  £100,  one 
half  of  which  is  a  freehold  in  the  town  herep- 
refents  ;  actual  refidence  within  the  fame,  and 
a  profeffion  of  the  proteftant  religion. 

Money  bills  originate  in  the  houfe  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  but  may  be  amended  by  the  Sen- 
ate. Impeachments  are  made  by  the  houfe , 
and  tried  by  the  Senate.  The  journals  of 
both  houfes  are  printed ;  and  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  any  one  member,  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  any  queftion  are  taken  and  entered  on  the 


iournals. 


The  executive  power  is  veiled  in  a  Pres- 
ident and  Council.  The  President  is 
annually  elected  by  the  people  in  the  fame 
town -meetings  where  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives are  chofen ;  but  if  there  be  not  a 
majority  in  favour  of  one  perfon,  the  election 
is  made  by  the  General  Court.  The  Repre- 
lentatives  nominate  two  out  of  the  perfons  who 
have  the  higheft  number  of  votes,  of  which 
two,  the  Senate  by  ballot,  elect  one  to  be  Prdi- 
dent  for  the  year. 

The  qualifications  of  the  Prefident  arethefe. 
He  mull:  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 

for 
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for  {even  years  next  "preceding  his  elec- 
tion ;  he  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age ;  lie  muft 
have  an  eftate  of  £5 00  value,  one  half  of 
which  is  a  freehold  within  the  State,-  and  he 
muft  profefs  the  proteftant  religion. 

The  Prefident  of  the  State  is  alfo  Prefident 
of  the  Senate  ;  having  an  equal  vote  in  legifla- 
tion  with  any  other  member,  and  a  caftingvote 
in  cafe  of  an  equal  divifion 

The  Council  confifts  of  five  perfbns,  of 
whom  two  are  chofen  out  of  the  Senate  and 
three  out  of  the  Reprefentatives,  by  the  joint 
ballot  of  both  houfes.  Their  Qualifications 
are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  Senators. 

Reprefentatives  to  Congress  are  chofen  bv 
the  inhabitants  in  town  meetings,  and  the 
votes  of  each  town  are  returned  to  the  Secreta- 
ry's-office  and  laid  before  the  General  Court. 
Thofe  who  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  are 
declared  duly  elected;  but  if  there  be  a  defici- 
ency, the  General  Court  make  a  lift  of  fuch 
perfons  as  have  the  hi gheft  number  of  votes, 
equal  to  double  the  number  wanting  ;  this 
lift  is  fen t  to  the  towns,  and  out  of  it  they 
make  the  choice.  The  votes  then  are  returned 
as  before  ;  and  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  have 
the  higheft  number  are  eleded.  If  there  be 
an  equality  it  is  decided  by  the  Secretarv,  who 
draws  one  of  the  two  names. 

In 
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In  cafe  of  a  vacancy,  in  the  reprefentation  of 
the  State  in  Congrefs,  the  votes  are  taken  in 
the  fame  mannner,  and  returned  to  the  Prefi- 
dent  and  Council. 

By  the  cpnftitutipn  of  the  United  States,  the 
number  of  Reprefentatives  to  Congrefs  is 
three,  But  according  to  the  late  cenfus  and 
the  determination  of  Congrefs  that  one  Repre- 
tentative  fhall  be  chofen  for  every  30,000  in- 
habitants, the  State  at  the  next  election  will 
fc>e  entitled  to  fix. 

The  number  of  Electors  for  the  Prefix 
dent  and  Vice  Prefident  of  the  United  States 
is  five  ;  who  are  chofen  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Reprefentatives  to  Congrefs.  The  two. 
Senators  in  Congrefs  are  chpfen  by  the 
General  Court. 

The  Secretary,  Treafurer  and  Commiflary 
General  of  the  State,  are  chofen  by  the  Gener- 
al Court.  County  Treafurers  and  Recorders 
of  deeds ,  by  the  people  in  town  meetings  ; 
the  votes  are  returned  to  the  Courts  of  Seffions, 
and  the  perfpn  who  has  the  higheft  number  of 
votes  is  declared  elected;  but  in  cafe  of  an 
equality,  the  Juftices  prefent  determine  the 
choice.  Clerks  of  courts  are  appointed  by 
the  juftices,  and  no  clerk  can  be  of  council 
to  the  parties. 

The  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  is  as  fol- 
lows ; 

M,AB, 
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'  I,  A  B,  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknowl- 
1  edge,  profefs,  teftify  and  declare,  that  the  State 
4  of  New-Hampihire  is  and  of  right  ought  to 
4  be  a  free,  fovereign  and  independent  State  ; 
4  and  do  fwear  that  I  will  bear  faith  and  true 
4  allegiance  to  the  fame  ;  and  that  I  will  en- 
4  deavour  to  defend  it  againft  all  treacherous 
1  confpiracies  and  hoftile  attempts  whatever, 
4  And  I  do  further  teftify  and  declare  that  no 
1  man  or  body  of  men  hath  or  can  have  a 
4  right  to  abfolve  me  from  the  obligation  of 
i  this  oath,  declaration  or  affirmation  ;  and  that 
4 1  do  .make  this  acknowledgment,  profeffion, 
■'  teftimony  and  declaration,  honeftly  and  tru- 
4  ly,  according  to  the  common  acceptation  of 
4  the  foregoing  words,  without  any  equivoca- 
■  tion,  mental  evafion,  or  fecret  refervation 
*  whatever.     So  help  me  GOD/ 

The  enabling  ftyle  is  *  By  the  Senate  and 
4  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  General  Court 
4  affembled.'  AH  indiclments  and  informa- 
tions conclude  4  againft  the  peace  and  dignity 
4  of  the  State/ 

The  fcal  of  the  State  is,  a  field  encompaffcd- 
with  laurels  ;  on  the  field,  a  iliip  on  the. 
flocks  with  American  colours  flying,  and  a 
pine  tree  fallen.  In  the  back  ground,  a  rifing 
fun  and  a  view  of  the  ocean.  The  legend 
round  the  field  is  in  thefe  words :  Sigillum 
Reipublic^  Neo  Hantoniensis,  1784. 

All 
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All  Judges,  Sheriffs,  Recorders  of  deeds, 
the  Attorney  and  Cammiifary-Generai,  Secre- 
tary, Treafurer  and  continental  military  offi- 
cers, the  Prefident,  Profeffors  and  Inftrudtors 
of  colleges,  and  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are 
incapable  of  having  a  feat  in  the  legiflature. 

All  judicial  officers  hold  their  places  during 
good  behaviour;  but  are  removeable  on  the 
addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  legiflature,  by  the 
Prefident,  with  confent  of  the  Council. 

No  perfon  is  capable  of  holding  more  than 
two  offices  of  profit  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  no 
iudge  of  the  fuperior  court  can  hold  any  oth- 
er office  than  that  of  juftice  of  the  peace,  nor 
receive  any  penfion  or  falary  from  any  other 
State  or  power  whatever, 

To  preferve  an  adherence  to  the  principles 
of  the  conftitution,  and  to  make  fuch  altera- 
tions as  experience  may  render  necelTary,  pro- 
vifion  was  made,  that  at  the  end  of  feven 
years,  a  convention  mould  be  called  to  reviie 
the  form  of  government.  The  year  1 791 
being  the  feyenth  year,  a  Convention  was 
called,  and  is  now  fubfifting  by  adjournment. 
Any  alteration  which  may  be  propofed  by 
tliem  rnurt  be  '  laid  before  the  towns  and 
'-  approved  by  two  thirds  of  the  qualified  vot- 
ers prefent,*  before  it  can  be  etlabiiihed. 

The  judicial  department  confifts  of,  ifl.  A 
Superior  Col«p,t,   in  which  a  Chief  Juftice 

prefides. 
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prefides,  and  three  other  juftices  affift.  This 
court  has  cognifance  of  high  crimes  and  mif- 
demeanors.  It  receives  appeals  from  the  in- 
ferior courts  and  courts  of  probate,  and  de- 
termines caufes  of  marriage,  divorce  and  all- 
mony.  It  has  two  circuits  in  a  year,  through 
the  feveral  counties.  2d.  An  Inferior 
Court  in  each  county,  where  civil  actions  of 
a  certain  value  originate  ;  but  no  criminal 
caufes  are  tried.  This  court  has  four  jufti- 
ces, and  is  holden  four  times  in  a  vear.  3d.  A 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace, 
holden  in  each  county  the  fame  week  as  the 
inferior  courts.  It  con  lifts  of  the  juftices  of 
the  peace  in  the  county.  It  has  cognifance  of 
fmaller  crimes  and  breaches  of  the  peace; 
and  takes  care  of  various  occafional  and  pru- 
dential matters.  4th.  A  Court  of  Probate 
of  wills  in  each  county  holden  once  in  a 
month  by  one  Judge  ailifted  by  a  Regifter. 
This  court  has  cognifance  of  all  matters  rela- 
tive to  the  fettlement  and  defcent  of  eftates, 
teftate  or  inteftate  ;  the  care  of  widows  and 
orphans,  idiots  and  perfons  infane,  and  the 
management  of  connfcated  eftates. 

Civil  actions  of  more  than  ten  pounds  value 
are  brought  firft  before  the  Inferior  Courts  j 
from  the  judgement  of  which,  either  party 
may  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court ;  where  a 
new  trial  is  had ;  and    if  either  party  think 

himfelf 
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himfelf  aggrieved,  he  may  within  three  years 
bring  a  writ  of  review,  and  have  another  trial 
at  the  fame  court,  which  is  final. 

In  all  thefe  courts,  caufes  are  determined 
by  a  jury  of  twelve  freeholders ;  who  are  cho-. 
ien  in  the  following  manner.  The  Select- 
men of  the  feveral  towns  make  a  lift  of  the 
names  of  all  perfons  within  their  limits,  who 
in  their  opinion  are  qualified,  and  have  an  es- 
tate of  fifty  pounds  value.  One  third  of  thefe 
names  are  put  into  one  box,  and  two  thirds 
into  another.  Out  of  the  former,  which  is 
fuppofed  to  contain  the  names  of  thebeft  qual- 
ified, are  drawn  jurors  for  the  fuperior,  out  of 
the  other  for  the  inferior  court.  This  is 
done  in  public  town  meeting,  by  the  town 
clerk,  or  one  of  the  felectmen ;  and  a  fum- 
mons  having  been  previoufly  fent,  by  the  con-* 
ftable,  to  the  perfons  thus  chofen,  their  names 
are  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  court.  Grand 
jurors  are  alfo  chofen  bv  the  inhabitants  af- 
fembled  in  town  meeting.  Before  the  year 
1758,  jurors  were  appointed  by  the  fheriff  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  in  England. 

In  criminal  caufes,  a  grand  jury  confifting 
of  any  number,  between  '  twelve  and  twenty- 
four,  find  a  bill  of  indictment ;  which  is  af-, 
terward  t*ied,  by  a  petit  jury  of  twelve,  who 
mull  be  unanimous  in  their  verdict.  In  the 
trial  of  criminals,  the   courts  proceed   with 

great 
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great  tendernefs.  The  fyftem  of  penal  laws 
is  mild.  Six  offences  only  are  capital;  arfon, 
burglary,  murder,  robbery,  fodomy  and 
treafon.  During  the  laft  twenty-five  years, 
there  have  been  no  more  than  two  capital  ex- 
ecutions in  the  State,  both  of  which  were  for 
murder. 

A  collection  of  the  laws  was  made  and 
printed  in  1 77 1,  to  which  were  prefixed  the 
commiffions  of  Prefident  Cutts,  and  of  the 
*hen  Governor ;  and  feveral  acts  of  Parliament 
which  related  to  the  colonies  were  intermixed. 
The  laws  made  after  the  revolution  were 
printed  in  1780.  To  this  edition  was  prefix- 
ed the  temporary  conftitution  during  the 
war ;  and  fubfequent  acts  were  printed  in  a 
fimilar  page  till  the  year  1789,  when  a  new 
edition  was  printed  containing  the  perpetual 
laws,  paffed  fince  the  revolution.  To  this 
edition  is  prefixed  the  prefent  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  bill  of  rights,  Another  and 
more  perfect  edition  is  now  in  the  prefs. 

It  is  difficult  for  any  perfon,  but  one  whofe 
profeffional  bufmefs  leads  him  to  a  practical 
acquaintance  with  the  laws,  to  give  a  juftand 
comprehenfive  view  of  the  whole  fyftem ;  dif- 
perfed  as  it  is  in  feveral  books,  and  many 
Jxx>fe  papers  j  fome  of  which  are  confefled  to 
be  imperfect.  Such  particulars  as  can  befup- 
ppfed  of  any  importance,  to  perfons  not  rend- 

ing 
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ing  in  the  State,  fliall  be  briefly  mentioned. 
The  inhabitants  may  eafily  obtain  more  exa<5t 
information. 

Conveyance  of  real  eftate  is  made  by 
deeds  figned,  fealed  and  acknowledged  before  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  and  recorded  in  the  office 
of  county  regifter.  A  conveyance  is  not  valid 
againft  any  other  peribn  but  the  grantor,  un- 
lefs  it  be  thus  acknowledged  and  recorded. 
Powers  of  attorney,  by  which  a  conveyance  is 
made,  and  affidavits  in  perpefuam  rei  me?noriam 
may  alfo  be  recorded ;  and  a  copy  from  the 
record  is  legal  evidence. 

Debts,  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  value, 
may  be  recovered  before  a  fingle  juftice  of  the 
peace;  who  may  grant  a  rule  to  refer  the  fame 
to  perfons1  mutually  chofen,  and  upon  their 
reward  may  enter  judgment  and  iffue  execu- 
tion. If  a  debtor  confefs  ■  before  a  juftice  a 
debt, not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  a  record  is 
made,  and  execution  is  iffued  or -flayed  by  con- 
fent  of  the  parties.  Mutual  debts  and  execu- 
tions may  be  fet  off  againft  each  other,  and 
the  balance,  if  any,  may  be  levied  by  the  fher- 
iff.  Prifoners  for  debt  are  allowed  a  cham- 
ber in  the  jailor's  houfe,  and  liberty  of  the 
yard.  They  may  employ  themfelves  in  the 
bufinefs  of  nail-making,  the  materials  for 
which  are  provided  by  the  county  ;  and  the 
labourer  is  allowed  one  fourth  part  of  the  nails 

which 
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which  he  makes.  If  he  make  oath  that  he  is 
not  worth  more  than  fix  pounds  and  one  fuit 
of  clothes,  he  may  be  difcharged  from  con- 
finement ;  but  not  from  his  obligation  to  the 
creditor. 

Criminal  prifoners  may  be  fentenced  by  the 
courts  to  make  nails ;  which  are  to  be  taken 
in  payment  of  the  fines,  damages  or  cofts  to 
which  they  are  by  law  fubje&ed  for  their  of* 
fences . 

Estates  may  be  devifed  by  will,  attefted 
and  fubfcribed  in  the  pre  fence  of  three  witneff- 
es.  Pofthumous  children,  and  children  for 
whom  no  legacy  is  devifed  in  the  will  of  the 
parent,  have  the  fame  right  in  the  eftate,  as  if 
the  devifor  had  died  inteftate.  Probate  of 
wills  muft  be  made  within  thirty  days ;  and 
executors  muft  give  bond,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  duty  ,  Divifion  of  eftates  is  or- 
dered by  the  judge  of  probate,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  heirs  y  and  where  an  eftate  lies  in 
common  with  others,  partition  is  made  by  the 
fame  authority. 

Estates  intestate  defcend  in  equal 
(hares,  to  children  or  their  legal  reprefenta- 
tives,  and  the  dower  to  widows.  Perfonal 
eftate  is  liable  for  debts  ;  and,  if  infufficient, 
real  eftate  is  alfo  chargeable ;  pro  virion  to  be 
firft  made  for  the  widow  out  of  the  perfonal 
eftate,     by     the    judge.      Adrniniftraticn    is 

granted 
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granted  to  the  widow,  or  next  of  kin,  orttf 
both,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  judge,  withirr 
thirty  days  after  the  deceafe  ;  and  if  the  wid- 
ow or  next  of  kin  neglect  or  refufeto  adminif* 
ter,  then  letters  of  adminiftration  may  be 
granted,  to  one  or  more  of  the  principal  cred- 
itors, upon  giving  bond  with  fureties.  The 
judge  -alio  appoints  guardians  for  minors  and 
perfons  non  compos,  and  reprefentaf ives  for 
abfent  heirs. 

The  hufband  during  his  life  is  heir  to  his 
wife  as  tenant  by  courtefy. 
-  If  creditors  living  within  the  State  neglect 
to  exhibit  demands  beyond  two  years,  or  liv- 
ing without  the  State,  beyond  three  years,  af* 
ter  a  will  be  proved  or  adminiftration  be  taken, 
the  debt  is  exti'nguifhed. 

Executors  and  adminiftrators  are  exempt 
from  perfonal  afrefts,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  wafte 
and  embezzelment. 

Estates  insolvent  are  diftributed  in  av- 
erage among  creditors,  by  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  judge  of  probate.  The  rever- 
sion of  widow's  dower  is  fubjeoted  to  the 
payment  of  debts  ;  and  may  be  fold  as  the 
reft  of  the  eft  ate. 

Proprietors  of  lands,  hoiden  in  common, 
and  undivided,  may  agree  upon  methods  of 
calling  proprietary  meetings ;  but  where  no 
particular  mode  hath  been  agreed  on,  the  own* 

era 
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ers  of  one  fixteenth  part  of  the  whole  intereft 
may  obtain  a  warrant,  from  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  to  call  a  meeting  ;  which  warrant  muft 
be  printed  in  the  New-Hampfhire  gazette. 
The  fhare  of  every  proprietor  is  charged  with 
the  payment  of  any  fums,  voted  at  a  legal 
meeting,  and  of  all  public  taxes.  The  collec- 
tors have  a  right  to  fell  the  {hares  for  nor* 
payment  ;  referving  to  the  proprietor,  liberty 
of  redemption,  within  two  months, 

TrefpafTers  on  common  lands  are  liable  to 
the  payment  of  heavy  fines,  if  convicled  on 
pofitive  proof ;  but  when  circumftantial  evi- 
dence only  appears,  they  have  the  liberty  of 
clearing  themfelves  by  oath. 

Partition  of  common  lands  may  be  ordered 
by  the  judge  of  probate  in  the  county  where 
the  land  lies. 

Grants  of  land  cannot  be  forfeited  for  non- 
performance of  conditions,  but  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury,  after  a  folemn  hearing  in  the  fupe- 
rior  court,  at  the  profecution  of  the  attorney- 
general.  After  a  verdicT:  of  forfeiture,  the 
judges  have  a  power  of  chancery,  in  favor  of 
individual  grantees.. 

The  dimensions  of  the  different  kinds  of 
Lumber  are  regulated  by  law.  Surveyors 
were  formerly  chofen  by  the  towns  ;  but  are 
now  appointed  by  the  Pre (i dent  and  Council, 
at    thole  places  where    lumber  is  delivered. 

The 
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The  penalty  for  delivering  or  receiving  ltirrP 
ber  without  a  furvey,  is  a  forfeiture  of  One 
fourth  part. 

Marriages  were  formerly  folemniied ,  by 
virtue  either  of  a  publiihment,  or  of  a  licence 
from  the  Governor.  The  granting  of  thefe 
licences  wras  accounted  part  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative ;  but  this  pradtice  ceafed  >  at  the 
revolution.  The  intention  of  the  parties  is 
now  uniformly  publilhed  three  times,  within 
the  towns  where  they  refide.  Minifters  of 
the  gofpel  and  juftices  of  the  peace  may  per- 
form the  marriage  ceremony,  within  the  limits 
of  the  county.  Any  other  perfon,  prefuming 
to  do  it,  is  fubjected  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
pounds ;  faving  to  the  people  called  Quakers, 
their  peculiar  cuftom.  A  return  of  marriages 
is  made  to  the  town-clerks,  and  recorded. 

On  the  Sabbath,-  all  unneceffary  travell- 
ing, loitering  and  indecent  behaviour  are  for- 
bidden, under  certain  penalties ♦  Tything 
men  in  the  feveral  towns  are  to  fee  this  law 
executed. 

Slavery  is  not  prohibited  by  any  exprefs 
law.  Negroes  were  never  very  numerous  in 
New-PIampfhire.  Some  of  them  purchafed 
their  freedom,  during  the  late  war,  by  ferv-* 
ing  three  years  in  the  army.  Others  have 
been  made  free  by  the  juftice  and  humanity  of 
rheir  matters.    In  Maifachufetts,   they  are  all 

accounted 
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accounted  free,  by  the  firft  article  in  the  dec* 
laration  of  rights.     'All  men  are  born  free 

•  and  equal/  In  the  bill  of  rights  of  New- 
Hamplhirc,  the  firft  article  is  expfeffed  in 
theie  words,   f  All  men  are  born  equally  free 

•  and  independent ;'  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
moft  perfons,  will  bear  the  fame  conftruction. 
But  others  have  deduced  from  it  this  inference, 
that  all  who  are  iom,  fince  the  conjlitution 
was  made,  are  free ;  and  that  thofe  who 
were  in  flavery  before,  remain  fo  ftill.  For 
this  reafon,  in  the  late  cenfus,  the  blacks,  in 
New-Hampfliire,  are  diftinguifhed  into  free 
and  flaves.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  apolo- 
gife  for  this  inconfiftency.  However,  the 
condition  of  moft  of  thofe  who  are  called 
Haves,  is  preferable  to  that  of  many  who  ar6 
free  in  the  neighbouring  State.  They  are 
better  provided  with  necelfaries ;  their  labour 
is  not  more  fevere  than  that  of  the  white  peo- 
ple in  general ;  and  they  are  equally  under 
the  protection  of  the  law.* 

Slitting  and  rolling  mills  for  iron,  linfeed 
oyl  mills,  and  fail  cloth  manufactories ,  are  ex- 
empted from  taxes  for  ten  years. 

Flax- 

*  By  a  law  made  in  the  4th  of  George  I.  and  ftill  in  force, 
it  is  enacied  ;  '  that  if  any  man  finite  out  the  eye  or  tooth  of  his 

*  man  fervant  or  maid  fervant,   or  other  wife  maim  and  disfig- 

*  ure  them,  he  fhall  let  him  or  her  go  free  from  his  fervice  ; 
'  and  fhall  allow  fuch  further  recompenfe  as  the  court  of  quar- 
ter fettions  fhall  adjudge.     Alfo,  that  if  any  perfon  kill   his 

'Indian, or  negro  fervant,  he  fhall  be  punifhed  with  death/ 
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Flax-feed  is  put  up  in  cafks  of  fevcn  bufrrv 
els,  or  three  bufheis  and  a  half*  Infpectors 
of  flax-feed,  and  of  pot  and  pearl-afhes,  are 
appointed  by  the  president  and  council,  who 
are  to  examine  the  contents  of  each  calk,  and 
brand  it  for  exportation. 

Every  townfhip  in  New-Hampfhire  is  a  dif- 
t  in  eft  corporation,  having  a  power  of  choofing 
all  town  officers,  which  are  named  in  the  laws, 
and  of  railing  money  by  taxes  for  the  fupport 
of  minifters,  fchools,  bridges,  highways,  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  other  public  pur- 
pofes.  Three  or  five  Selectmen  are  annual- 
ly chofen  in  each  town,  who  are  entrusted  with 
its  general  concerns,  and  are  commonly  ftyled 
Fathers  of  the  town,,  a  name  expreffive  of 
their  prudential  character,  and  of  the  confidence 
which  is  repofed  in  them  by  the  people. 

Before  the  aiTumption  of  the  State  debts  by 
the  Congrefs,  the  public  revenue  of  the  State 
arofe  from  three  fources  ;  an  impoft,  an  ex- 
cife,  and  a  tax  upon  polls  and  eftates.  Since 
the  aiTumption,  the  two-  former  aFe  levied  by 
the  general  government  throughout  the  union. 
The  fum  allowed  to  be  received  in  the  cer- 
tificates of  New-Hamp(hire,  is  three  hundred 
thou fand  dollars.  If  this  whole  fum  be  fub- 
fcribed,  the  domeftic  debt  of  the  State  will  be 
reduced  to  a  trifle  ;•  but  whether  New-Hamp- 
fhire be  a  debtor  or  a  creditor  State,  cannot  be 
known  till  a  final  adju  ft  merit  of  the  public  ac- 
counts 
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counts  be  made,   by  the  com'miffioners   ap- 
pointed by  Congrefs^ 

Taxation  by  polls  and  eftates,  is  conduced 
in  the  following  manner.  Once  in  feveral 
years,  an  act  is  paffed  by  the  General  Court, 
fpecifying  the  proportion  which  each  town 
fhall  pay  to  one  thoufand  pounds.  When 
any  fum  is  voted  for  a  State  tax,  each  town 
immediately  knows  its  proportion,  and  a  war- 
rant is  iffued  from  the  treasurer  to  the  felect- 
men  to  levy  it.  They  then  proceed  to  tax 
every  inhabitant,  by  an  invoice  of  rateable  ef- 
tate,  which  is  taken  annually  in  the  month  of 
April. 

In  this  invoice,   every  male  poll  between 
eighteen  and  feventy  years  of  age,  is  e'fti  mated 
at  ten  fhillings.     The  feveral  kinds  of  ratea- 
ble eftate,  are  eftimated  as  follows,  viz. 
Horfes  and  oxen  of  five  years  old  at  ?f. 
Cows  of  five  years  old  if 

Horfes  and  cattle  of  four  years  if 6 

Ditto  of  three  years  if. 

Ditto  of  two  years  6rf< 

Orchard  land  per  acre  jj6 

Arable      ditto  \f 

Mowing  ditto  \ft 

Pafture      ditto  $d. 

Mills,  wharves  and  ferries  at  one  twelfth 
part  of  the  neat  yearly  income.  All  other 
buildings,  and  all  uncultivated  land  at  half  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  real  value. 

T  %  Stock 
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Stock  in  trade  according  to  its  real  value. 

Money  at  intereft,  at  three  fourths  of  one 
per  cent. 

If  any  perfon  refufe  to  give  an  invoice  of 
his  rateable  eftate,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  fe~ 
lectmen   *  to  fet  down  to  fuch  perfon  as  much 

*  as  they  judge  equitable,  by  way  of  doomage  ; 

*  from  which  there  is  no  appeal.' 

County  taxes  are  laid  by  the  juftices  of  the 
quarter  feffion,  and  the  county  treafurer  iffties 
his  warrant  to  each  town,  fpecifying  its  pro- 
portion. 

Town  taxes  are  either  voted  by  the  inhabit- 
ants in  town  meetings,  or  laid  by  the  felect- 
men,  at  their  difcretion. 

Every  townchoofes  one  or  more  collectors  g 
to  whom  the  feveral  tax  bills  are  committed, 
\vith  fufficient  warrant  to  take  property  by 
diftraint,  or  commit  delinquents  to  prifon. 

The  State  tax  for  the  year  1790,  amounted 
to  £1 050,  of  which  the  feveral  counties  paid 
the  following  proportions. 


7 
10 

1 1 
8 


Rockingham 

£349     * 

Strafford 

165   19 

Hilllborough 

266  15 

Chefhire 

181    13 

Grafton 

%   *5 

Locations 

H 

fjo$o 
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By  the  constitution,  the  Prefident  is  captain 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia. 
In  his  military  character  he  a&s  without  the 
advice  of  the  executive  council,  excepting 
when  he  grants  commiffions  for  executing 
martial  law. 

The  Prefident  and  Council  appoint  general 
and  field  officers  of  the  militia.  Major  Gene- 
rals appoint  their  Aids,  and  Brigadiers  their 
Majors  of  brigade.  Field  officers  recommend 
Captains  and  fubalterns  to  the  Prefident,  from 
whom  they  receive  their  commiffions.  Com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  conftitute  Adju- 
tants and  Quarter-mafters  ;  Captains  and  fu- 
balterns appoint  their  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cers. 

All  able  bodied  men  from  fifteen  to  forty 
years  of  age,  are  enrolled  in  the  training  band ; 
excepting  members  of  Congrefs  and  the  legis- 
lature ;  civil  officers  ;  clergymen  ;  deacons  ; 
church  wardens;  inftructors,  graduates  and 
ftudents  of  colleges  and  academies;  fchool- 
mafters ;  quakers ;  feleclmen ;  commiffioned 
officers  and  non-commiffioned  officers  of  more 
thirty-five  years  of  age ;  fhip  mailers ;  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons ;  ferrymen ;  millers ;  In- 
dians, negroes  and  mulattoes. 

Each  regiment  has  one  colonel,  one  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  and  two  majors.  Each  companv 
confiits  as  nearly  as   may   be   of  fixty-eight 

rank 
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rank  and  file;  commanded   by  one  captain , 
two  lieutenants,  and  one  enfign. 

Men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  from  forty 
to  fixty  years  of  age,  and  who  are  exempted 
from  the  training  band,  are  called  the  alarm 
lift  ;  excepting  members  of  Congrefs,  and  the 
legiflature,  clergymen,  officers  and  ftudents  of 
colleges  and  academies,  quakers,  ferrymen, 
Indians,  negroes  and  mulattoes.  Thefe  are 
formed  into  companies  ;  the  officers  are  elect- 
ed by  the  companies,  and  have  the  rank  of  field 
officers. 

By  the  militia  law,  every  non-commiffioned 
officer  and  private,  both  of  the  alarm  lift  and 
training  band,  is  to  have  in  readinefs  a  muf- 
quet  and  bayonet,  wjth  all  th  eneceffary  appen- 
dages, accoutrements  and  ammunition,  fuitable 
for  a  marching  foldier.  The  training  band  is 
to  be  muftered  four  times,  and  the  alarm  lift 
twice  in  a  year. 

Courts  martial  are  inftituted  for  the  trial  of 

.■  s  * 

difobedience  and  other  offences.  In  time  of 
invasion  or  of  war,  draughts  are  made  from 
the  militia,  unlefs  a  fufficient  number  appear 
as  volunteers,  which  is  generally  the  cafe. 
The  forces  when  drawn  into  actual  fervice  are 
fubjected  to  the  regulations  of  the  late  conti- 
nental army. 

The  militia  at  prefent  is  formed  into  twenty 
five  regiments  of  infantrv,  which  are  divided 

into 
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into  five  brigades ;  three  regiments  of  caval- 
ry, which  make  another  brigade ;  one  inde- 
pendent corps  of  light  horfej  and  one  regi- 
ment of  artillery. 

The  ftaff  confifts  of  one  captain-general, 
two  major-generals ;  fix  brigadier-generals ; 
one  adjutant-general,  and  one  commifTary  gen- 
eral. 

The  forces  of  the  ftate  are  computed  as 
follows  : 

Twenty-five  regiments  of  training  1     ~ 
band  at  750  each  j       f$\ 

Total  of  the  alarm  lift  75°° 

Three  regiments,  and  one  indepeno 
dent,  corps  of  cavalry  J 

One  regiment  of  artillery  300 

Total    27550 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XVII, 

Education ,    Literature ,    Religion , 

THE  old  laws  of  New-Hampfhire  requir- 
ed every  town  of  one  hundred  families 
to  keep   a   grammar  fchool ;  by   which  was 
meant  a  fchool  in  which  the  learned  languages 
fhould  be  taught,   and  youth  might  be  pre* 
pared   for    admiffion   to    a    univerfity.     The 
fame  preceptor  was  obliged  to  teach  reading, 
writing    and    arithmetic  ;   unlefs   the   town 
were  of  fufficient  ability  to  keep  two  or  more 
fchools,  one  of  which  was  called  a  grammar 
fchool  by  way  of  diftinclion.    Formerly,  when 
there  were   out   few  towns,  much  better  care 
was   taken  to    pbferve   the    law   concerning 
fchools  than  after   the  fettlements  were  muL 
tiplied;  but  there  never  was  uniform  attention 
paid  to  this  important  matter  in  all  places, 
Some  towns  were  diftinguifhed  for  their  careful ,- 
nefs,  and  others  for  their  negligence.     When 
the  leading  men  in  a  town   were   themfelves 
perfons  of  knowledge  and  wifdom,  they  would 
provide  the  means  of  inftruction  for  children  ; 
but  where  the  cafe   was  otherwife,  methods 
were  found  to  evade  the  law.     The  ufual  way 
of  doing  this,  was  to  engage  fpme  perfon   to 

keep 
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keep  a  fchool,  for  a  few  weeks  before  the 
court  term,  and  difcontinue  it  foon  after.  It 
was  the  intereit  of  ignorant  and  unprincipled 
men,  to  difcourage  literature ;  becaufe  it  would 
detract  from  their  importance,  and  expofe 
them  to  contempt.  The  people  in  fome  pla- 
ces, being  thus  milled,  thought  it  better  to 
keep  their  children  at  work,  than  provide 
fchools  for  their  inftruction. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  public  records, 
as  far  back  as  the  year  1722,  juft  at  the  begin- 
ning of  an  Indian  war ;  that  the  frontier  towns 
petitioned  the  affembly,  for  a  fpecial  aft,  to 
exempt  them  from  the  obligation  to  maintain 
a  grammar  fchool,  during  the  war,  The  in- 
dulgence was  granted  them,  but  only  on  this 
condition,  *  that  they  fhould  keep  a  fchool  for 
4  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,'  to  which 
all  towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In  later 
times  the  conduct  of  the  fame  towns  has  been 
very  different.  During  the  late  war  with 
Britain,  not  only  thofe,  but  many  other  to wns, 
Jarge  and  opulent,  and  far  removed  from  any 
danger  by  the  enemy,  were,  for  a  great  part  ot 
the  time,  deftitute  of  any  public  fchools ;  not 
only  without  applying  to  the  legiflature  for 
permiffion ;  but  contrary  to  the  exprefs  re- 
quirements of  law,  and  not  withitanding  courts 
of  juftice  were  frequently  holden,  and  grand 
jurors  folemnly  fwom  and  charged  to   prefent 

all 
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all  breaches  of  law,  and  the  want  of  fchools  ia 
particular.  This  negligence  was  one  among 
many  evidences  of  a  mofl  unhappy  proftration 
of  morals  during  that  period.  It  afforded  a 
melancholy  profpect  to  the  friends  of  fcience, 
and  of  virtue  ;  and  excited  fome  generous  and 
philanthropic  perfons  to  devife  other  methods 
of  education. 

Among  thefe  the  Honourable  John  Phil- 
lips, Efq.  of  Exeter,  was  the  firft  to  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf,  by  founding  and  endowing  a 
feminary  of  learning  in  that  town ;  which,  in 
the  year  1781,  was  by  an  acT:  of  afTembly  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of  •*  Phillips's  Exeter 
*  academy/  It  is  placed  under  the  infpection 
of  a  board  of  truftees ;  and  is  governed  by  a 
preceptor  and  an  afliftant.  In  this  academy 
are  taught  the  learned  languages,  the  princi- 
ples of  geography,  aftronomy,  mathematics, 
and  logic ;  befides  writing,  mufic,  compofi- 
tion  and  oratory.  Particular  attention  is  giv- 
en to  the  morals  of  the  ftudents  and  their  in- 
ftruction  in  the  principles  of  natural  and  re- 
vealed religion,  and  the  exercifes  of  piety  and 
virtue.  The  fund  belonging  to  this  inftitu- 
tion,  is  valued  at  nearly  ten  thoufand  pounds. 
About  one  fifth  part  of  this  fund,  lying  in 
lands,  is  at  prefent  unproductive ;  but  the  ac- 
tual income  amounts   to  £480  per  annum, 

The 
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The  appropriations  are  as  follows. 

To  the  fupport  of  a  preceptor      £r33  6  8 
ditto  of  an  affiftant  70 


______ 


Intended  for  a  profefTor  of  di- 
vinity 133  6  8 

To  the  maintenance  of  indi- 
gent fcholars  1 20 


£456  13  4 


The  firft  preceptor  was  Mr.  William  Wood- 
bridge.  The  prefent  preceptor  is  Mr.  Ab- 
bot. 

In  the  following  table  the  number  of  fchol- 
ars belonging  to  this  academy  in  each  of  the 
four  laft  years  is  noted  in  the  fecond  column ; 
and  of  them,  the  number  whofe  parents  refide 
in  Exeter  is  noted  in  the  third  column. 
Tears.     No,  of  Students.     Ref dents  in  Exeter. 

1787  24  14 

1788  30  14 

1789  50  27 

1790  $3  29 

It  has  been  *  bought  by  fome,  that  the  ten- 
dency of  fuch  inftitutions  is  to  difcourage 
Grammar  Schools  in  their  vicinity.  In  fup- 
port of  this  fentiment  it  is  alleged  that  before 
this  academy  was  founded,  the  town  of  Exeter 
fupported  two  grammar  fchools ;  and  that  now 
it  fupport  s  but  one.  In  anfwer  to  this  argu- 
ment 
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ment  it  is  obferved,  that  though  one  grammar 
fchool  is  difcontinued,  yet  its  place  is  fupplied 
by  a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithme- 
tic; and  there  have  been,  during  the  laft  and 
prefent  year,  fix  fchools  kept  in  the  moft  pop- 
ulous part  of  that  town,  for  the  inftru&ioa  of 
fmall  children,  befides  thofe  which  are  fupport- 
«d  in  the  extreme  parts.  In  addition  to  this 
obfervation  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that 
the  academy  was  firft  inftituted,  at  a  time, 
when  there  was  a  general  negled:  of  town 
fchools  in  many  places  ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  this  and  other  fimilar  inftitutions,  the  neg- 
lect might  have  increafed  by  infenfible  degrees, 
till  ignorance  had  overfpread  the  country. 

Since  the  eflablifhment  of  this  academy  fev- 
cral  others  have  been  ere&ed.  One  of  which 
is  at  New  Ipfwich.  It  was  incorporated  in 
1 789.  Its  fund  is  about  one  thoufand  pounds. 
The  number  of  ftudents  is  generally  between 
forty  and  fifty.  The  price  of  tuition  is  one 
ihilling  per  week  and  of  boarding  five  thill- 
ings.  The  preceptor  is  Mr.  John  Hubbard. 
This  academy  is  fo  far  from  difcouraging 
town  fchools,  that  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  is  annually  raifed  in  the  fame  town  for 
that  purpofe. 

There  is  another  academy  at  Atkinfon,  found- 
ed by  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  Peabody 
£iq'  and  incorporated  by  the  General  Court  in 

the 
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the  year  1 790.  The  preceptor  has  been  chief- 
ly fupported  by  Mr.  Peabody,  and  he  has  en- 
dowed the  academy  with  a  donation  of  one 
thoufand  acres  of  land. 

Similar  institutions  have  been  begun  at 
Amherft,  at  Charleftown  and  at  Concord; 
which  though  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  infancy, 
yet  afford  a  pleafing  profpect  of  the  increafe  of 
literature  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

A  law  has  been  lately  made  which  enforces 
the  maintenance  of  fchools  by  a  peculiar  fanc- 
tion ;  the  fele&men  of  the  feveral  towns  arc 
liable  to  have  the  fame  fum  diftrained  out  of 
their  eftates,  which  would  be  fufficient  to  fup- 
port  a  fchool,  during  the  whole  time  in  which 
they  neglect  to  make  that  provision.  This 
law  is  fo  recent,  that  no  judgment  can  as  yet 
be  formed  of  its  operation.  It  (hews  however 
that  the  legiflature  are  attentive  to  this  moSt 
important  branch  of  their  duty,  the  education 
of  children. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  progrefs  of  fci- 
«nce,  focial  libraries  are  eftablifhed  in  feveral 
towns ;  and  within  the  year  paft  a  medical  fo- 
ciety  has  been  incorporated  by  an  act  of  afferh- 
bly.  The  Prefident  of  the  State  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  faculty,  is  at  the  head  of  this  fo- 
ciety. 

By  an  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  State 
it  is  declared  to  be  '  the  dutv  of  legislators  and 

*  magistrates, 


*9*         HISTORY     OF 

4  magiftrates,  to  cherim  the  intereft  of  litcra- 
'  ture   and   the  fcrences,  and  all  feminaries  and 

*  public  fchoois ;  to  entourage  private  and  pub- 
1  lie  inftitutions,  rewards  and  immunities  for 
'  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fciences, 
'commerce,  trades,  manufactures  and  thenar 
'.  ural  hiftory  of  the  country  ;  to  countenance 
'  and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
1  general  benevolence,  public  and  private  char- 
'  ity,  induftry  and  economy f  honefty  and 
1  punctuality,  fincerity,  fobriety,  and  all  focial 

*  affe&ions,  and  generous  fentiments   among 

*  the  people.'  As  far  as  public  rulers  conform 
to  this  article,'  they  promote  in  the  moft  effect- 
ual manner,  the  true  intereft  and  profperity  ef 
their  country. 

The  eftablifhment  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  the  weftern  border  of  the  State,  has 
proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  new  fettlements: 
and  to  the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermont; 
During  the  late  war,  like  all  other  feminaries 
of  literature,  it  lay  under  difcouragement ; 
but  fince  the  peace,  it  is  in  a  more  flouriihing 
foliation. 

Its  landed  intereft  amounts  to  about  eighty 
thou fand  acres,  of  which  twelve  hundred  lie 
contiguous,  and  are  capable  of  the  beft  im-^ 
provement.  Twelve  thoufand  acres  are  fitii- 
ate  in  Vermont.  A  tract  of  eight  miles 
iquare  beyond  the  northern  line  of  Stuart  town 

was 
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was  granted  by  the  affembly  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  in  1789;  and  in  the  ad:  by  which  this 
grant  was  made,  *  the  Prefident  and  Council  of 
4  the  State  for  the  time  being  are  incorporated 

*  with  the  truftees  of  the  college,  fo  far  as   to 

*  act  with  them  in  regard  to   the  expenditures 

*  and  application  of  this  grant,  and  of  all  others 
4  which  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter  made 
4  by  New-Hampfhire.' 

The  revenue  of  the  college  arifing  from  the 
lands,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
per  annum.  By  contracts  already  made  it  will 
amount  in  four  years  to  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty ;  and  in  twelve  years  to  fix  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  The  income  arifing  from  tui- 
tion money  is  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

The  firft  building  erected  for  the  accomo- 
dation of  the  ftudents  was  a  few  years  fince 
*  burned,  A  lottery  was  granted  by  the  State 
for  raifing  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  pounds  ; 
which  has  been  applied  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  building,  much  more  convenient  than  the 
former.  It  is  conflructed  of  wood,  and 
Hands  in  an  elevated  fituat ion,  about  half  a 
mile  eaftwafd  of  Connecticut  river  in  the 
townfliip  of  Hanover ;  commanding  an  exten- 
five  and  pleafant  profpect  to  the  weft.  It  is 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide, 
and  thirty  fix  feet  high  ;  and  contains    thirty 

fix 
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fix  chambers  for  ftudents.  The  number  of 
ftudents  who  were  graduated  in  the  firft  nine- 
teen years  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  among  whom  were  two  Indians.  In  the 
year  1790  the  number  of  undergraduates  was 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  ftudents  ate  divided  into  four  claffes. 
The  freihmen  ftudy  the  learned  languages,  the 
rules  of  fpeaking  and  writing,  and  the  elements 
of  mathematics. 

The  fophomores  attend  to  the  languages, 
geography,  logic  and  mathematics* 

The  junior  fophifters,  befide  the  languages, 
enter  on  natural  and  moral  philofophy  and 
compofition* 

The  fenior  clafs  compofe  in  Englifh  and 
Latin  ;  ftudy  metaphyfics,  the  elements  of 
natural  and  political  law. 

The  books  ufed  by  the  ftudents  are  Lowth's 
Englifh  Grammar,  Perry's  Dictionary,  Pike's 
Arithmetic,  Guthries  Geography,  Ward's  Ma- 
thematics Atkinfon's  Epitome,  Hammond's 
Algebra,  Martin's  and  Enfield's  Natural  Phi- 
lofophy, Fergufon's  Aftronomy,  Locke's  E£- 
fay,  Montefquieu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  and  Bur- 
lemaqui's  Natural  and  Political  Law. 

Beiides  thefe  ftudies,  lectures  are  read  to  the 
fcholars  in  theology  and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory. 

There  is  an  examination  of  each  clafs  once 
in  the  year,  and  thofe  who  are  not  found  qual- 
ified for  their  ftanding  are  put  into  a  lower  clafs. 

The 
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The  annual  commencement  is  held  on  the 
Fourth  Wednefday  in  Auguft.  There  are  two 
vacations,  one  following  commencement  and 
continuing  fix  weeks  and  two  days ;  the  oth- 
er beginning  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  Febru- 
ary/and continuing  five  weeks  and  five  days. 
Among  the  benefactors  to  Dartmouth  College, 

the  following  names  are  confpicuous. 
His  Majefty  George  III.  King  of  Great  Bri~ 

tain* 
The  Eari  of  bartmouth; 
The  late  Gountefs  of  Huntingdon  * 
The  Prince  of  Orange, 
The  Baron  of  Hafarfwdode, 
The   late  Grand    Penfionary    of  the   Uriited 

Netherlands, 
The  late  Governor  Benriing  Wentworth, 
The  late  Governor  John  Wentworth, 
Paul  Wentworth,  Efq.^ 
Dr.  Rofe, 

John  Thornton,  Efq.     >bf  London* 
Mr*  Forfyth, 
Df  *  Ralph  Griffith,      J 
The  late  Dr.  Franklin, 

]ohn  Adams,  Vice  Preiidentl  of  the    IJnitecl 
John  Jay,  Chief  Juftice'  J  States. 

The  Hon.  Jdhn  Phillips,  of  Exeter. 

The  late  and  prefent  officers  and  tfuftees  of 
the  college  are  as  follows  ; 
U  John 
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Prejidents.  1770.  Rev.  Eteazer  Wheelock, 
D.  D.   died  1779,- rJEt.  69. 

1779.  Johir  Wheelock,  L.  L.  D. 
Profejfor  of  Bijfory,  John  Wheelock,  L.  L.  O. 
*   of  Mathematics,   and    "I  Beza  Wood- 

Natural  Philofophy,  J  ward^  Eft^ 

<f^w^  VRev,  John  Smith/ ' 
id  Librarian.  J  : 

Tirujlees.  ...... 

His  Excellency  John  Wentworth,   Efq.  r^r 

moved. 

*  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinfon, 

*  Hon.  Daniel  Pierce, 

Hon.  George  JafFrey, 'rejigned, 

*  Hon.  -Peter  Gil  man,        [    .':..'     

*  Hon.  William  Pitkin,  ..  ._,  [ 

*  Rev.  Benjamin  Pomeroy,:  D,  D, 

*  Rev.  lames  Lockwood, 

Rev.  Timothy  Pitkin,   rejigned* 
ReV.  John  Smalley,    rejigned.     - 

*  Rev.  William  Patten, 
Hon.  John  Phillips, 
Beza  Woodward,  Efq. 

Hon.  John  Sherburne,  rejigned, - 
Hon.  Eli(ha  Paine, 
Rev.  Eden  Burroughs, 
Hon.  Samuel  Phillips,  rejigned f. 
Rev*  David  McClure, 

iter. 
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Rev.  Jofeph  Huntington,  D.  D8  refigned. 
Hon.  Simeon  Olcott, 
Rev.  Levi  Hart,  refignedi 
Hon.  John  Langdon, 
*  Rev.  Sylvanus  Ripley » 
Mofes  Fifk,  A.  M. 
Rev.  Bulkley  Olcott; 
Hon.  Peter  Olcott. 
Rev.  John  Smith. 
Rev.  Job  Swift. 


An  Alphabetical  TABLE  of  the  Towns  iri 
each  County  of  New-Hampfliire, 

With  the  dates  of  their  incorporation  :  The  names  of  the 
feveral  MINISTERS  of  the  GOSPEL  of  every  de- 
nomination"; the  times"  of  their  fettlement,  death  or  re- 
moval, and  their  age  at  the  time  of  their  death  as  far  as 
either  can  be  afcertained,  Alfo, 

The  number  of  people  in  each  town  in  the  years  1775 
and  1790.  The  number  loft  out  of  each  town  in  the 
fate  war,  as  far  as  it  could  be   collected.     The  propor- 

•  tion  which  each  town  pays  to  £.  1000  tax.  The  Lite- 
rary Academies  in  each  county,  and  fome  hiftorical  and 
topographical  remarks, 
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The  principal  denominations  of  chriftians  in 
this  State  are  five,  viz.  Congregationalifts, 
Prefbyterians,  Epifcopalians,  Baptifts  and 
Quakers.  The  diftinguifliing  character iftics  of 
thefe  are  io  well  known  that  a  particular  de- 
fcription  is  needlefs  ;*  the  comparative  num- 
bers of  each  may  be  feen  by  an  inflection,  of 
the  preceding  table ;  in  which  the  Prefbyte- 
rians are  marked  by  the  letter  P.  the  Epifco- 
palians by  E.  the  Baptifts  by  B.  the  Quakers 
by  Q^  Thofe  without  any  mark  are  Congre- 
gationalifts ;  which  is  the  moft  numerous  de- 
nomination in  this  as  well  as  in  the  neigh- 
bouring States  of  Maflachufetts  and  Connec- 
ticut. 

In  the  town  of  Portfmouth  there  is  a  fociety 
of  Sandemanians  and  another  of  Univerfalifts  ; 
which  are  not  noted  in  the  table. 

The  people  in  general  throughout  the  State 
are  profeffors  of  the  chriftian  religion  in  fome 
form  or  other.  There  is,  however,  a  fort  of 
wife  men,  who  pretend  to  reject  it  ;  but  they 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  fubftitute  a  better  in 
-  its  place. 

It  has  been  a  common  practice,  in  all  the 
grants  of  townfhips,  which  have  been  made 
either  by  the  Crown  or  the  Mafonian  proprie- 
tors, to  relerve  one  fliare,  equal  to  that  of  any 
other  grantee,   for  the  firft  fettled  minifter,  as 

his 

*  For  an  account  of  thcfcdiftin&ions  fee  a    "view  of  relig 
Ions"  bv  II.  Adams:  latjely  reprinted  in  Bolton. 
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his  own  right  ;  befide  a  parfonage  lot.  This 
has  proved  a  great  encouragement  to  the  fettle- 
ment  of  minifters  in  the  new  towns  ;  and  it 
has  been  generally  obferved  that  thofe  towns 
are  the  moil  thriving,  in  which  early  care  has 
been  taken  to  fettle  a  prudent  minifter,  and  af- 
fift  him  in  clearing  and  cultivating  his  land. 

In  fome  of  the  new  towns,  where  the  people 
are  not  able  to  fupport  minifters,  it  has  been 
ufual  for  the  clergymen  of  the  elder  towns  to 
make  itinerant  excurfions,  of  feveral  weeks,  to 
preach  and  baptize  ;  whilft  their  places  at 
home  have  been  filled,  by  the  neighbouring 
minifters  in  rotation.  Such  itinerations  are 
always  acceptable,  to  the  fcattered  people  in 
the  wildernefs,  and  ferve  to  keep  up  a  fenfe  of 
religion  in  their  families.  By  the  conftitution 
of  the  State  every  denomination  of  chriftians  is 
equally  under  the  protection  of  the  law,  and  it 
is  exprefsly  provided,  that  ?  no  fubordination 
1  of  any  one  feci:  or  denomination  to  another., 

*  fhall  ever  be  eir.ablim.ed  bv  law.' 

It  is  alfo  claimed  and'  allowed  as  a  right  of 
the   people,   to   elecT:  and   fupport   their  own 
teachers  ;  and  that    '  no  perfon  of  any  one  par- 

*  ticular  religious  iedt  or  denomination  mail 

*  ever  be  compelled  to  pay  toward  the  fupport 
f  of  the  teachers  of  any  other  fedt  or  denomi- 

1  nation.'  There  is  therefore  as  entire  religious 
liberty  in  New-Hampfhire,  as  any  people  can 
rationally  defire,  CHAP, 
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CHAP.      XVIII. 

Conclufion.   Hints  of  Advice  on  fever al  import- 
ant SubjeBs. 

Citizens  of  New-Hampshire, 
AVING  fpent  above  twenty  years  of  my 
life  with  you,  and  paffed  through  vari- 
ous icenes  of  peace  and  war  within  that  time  ; 
being  perfonally  acquainted  with  many  of  you, 
both  in  your  public  and  private  characters  ; 
and  having  an  earneft  defire  to  promote  your 
true  intereft,  I  truft  you  will  not  think  me  al- 
together unqualified  to  give  you  a  few  hints  by 
way  of  advice.  You  are  certainly  a  riling 
State  ;  your  numbers  are  rapidly  increafing ; 
and  your  importance  in  the  political  fcale  will 
be  augmented,  in  proportion  to  your  improv- 
ing the  natural  advantages  which  your  fitua- 
tion  affords  you,  and  to  your  cultivating  the 
intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  yourfelves 
and  your  children. 

The  firft  article  on  which  I  would  open  my 
mind  to  you  is  that  of  education.  Nature  has 
been  as  bountiful  to  you  as  to  any  other  peopfc* 
m  giving  your  children  genius  and  capacity  ; 
it  is  then  your  duty  'ind  your  intereft  to  culti- 
vate 
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vate  their  capacities  and  render  them  fervicea- 
ble  to  thernfelves  and  the  community.     It  was 
the  laying  of  a  great  orator  and  ftatefman  of  an- 
tiquity,* that   ■  the  lofs  which  the  Common- 
ly wealth  fuftains,  by  a  want  of  education,    is 
;'  like  the  lofs  which  the  year  would  fuflfer  by 
j  the  deftruction  of  the  fpring/     If  the  bud  be 
blafted  the  tree  will  yield  no   fruit.      If  the 
fpringing  corn  be  cut  down,   there  will  be  no 
harveft.     So  if  the  youth  be  ruined  through  a 
fault  in  their  education,  the  community   fuf- 
tains a  lofs  which  cannot  be  repaired  ;   'for  it 
4  is  too  late  to  correct  them  when  they  are 
4  fpoiled.'     NotwTithftanding  the  care  of  your 
Legiflators    in   enacting  laws,   and  enforcing 
them  by  fevere  penalties  ;  notwithftanding  the 
wife  and  liberal  provifion  which  is  made  by 
fome  towns,  and  fome  private  gentlemen   in 
the  State  ;  yet  there  is  ftill  in  many  places    '  a 
4  great   and  criminal  neglect    of   education/ 
You  are  indeed  in  a  very,  considerable  degree 
better,  in  this  refpect,  than  in   the  time  of 
the  late  war  ;    but  yet  much   remains   to  be 
4one.     Great  care  ought  to  be  taken,  not  only 
to  provide  a  fupport  for  inftructors  of  children 
and  youth  ;  but  to  be  attentive  in  the  choice  of 
inftructors  ;   to  fee  that  they  be  men  of  good 
underftanding,  learning  and  morals ;  that  they 

teach 

*    Pfi.R  I C  L E S  Of  , i t k CHS, 
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teach  by  their  example  as  well  as  by  their  pre- 
cepts ;  that  they  govern  themfelves,  and  teach 
their  pupils  the  art  of  felf  government. 

Another  fource  of  improvement  which  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend,  is  the  eftablifhment  of 
focial  libraries.  This  is  the  eafieft,  the  cheap- 
eft  and  moft  effectual  mode  of  diffusing  knowl- 
edge among  the  people.  For  the  fum  of  fix 
or  eight  dollars  at  once,  and  a  fmall  annual  pay- 
ment befide,  a  man  may  be  fupplied  with  the 
means  of  literary  improvement,  during  his  life, 
and  his  children  may  inherit  the  bleffing.  A 
few  neighbours  joined  together  in  fetting  up  a 
library,  and  placing  it  under  the  care  of  fome 
fuitable  perfon,  with  a  very  few  regulations, 
to  prevent  careleflhefs  and  wafte,  may  render 
the  moft  eflential  fervice  to  themfelves  and  to 
the  community.  Books  may  be  much  better 
preferved  in  this  way,  than  if  they  belonged 
to  individuals  ;  and  there  is  an  advantage  in 
the  focial  intercourfe  of  perfons  who  have  read 
the  fame  books,  by  their  converfing  on  the 
fubjects  which  have  occurred  in  their  reading 
and  communicating  their  obfervations  one  to 
another. 

From  this  mutual  intercourfe  another  ad- 
vantage may  arife ;  for  the  perfons  who  are 
thus  aflbciated  may  not  only  acquire  but  origi- 
nate knowledge.     By  ftu dying  nature  and  the 

fciences 
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fciences,  by  praclifing  arts,  agriculture  and 
manufactures,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  im^ 
prove  their  minds  in  reading,  they  may  be  led 
to  difcoveries  and  improvements,  original  and 
beneficial  ;  and  being  already  formed  into  fo- 
ciety,  they  may  diffufe  their  knowledge,  ripen 
their  plans,  correct  their  miftakes,  and  pro- 
mote  the  caiife  of  fcience  arid  humanity  in  a 
Very  confiderable  degree* 

The  book  of  nature  is  always  open  to  our 
View,  and  we  may  ftudy  it  at  our  leifure  ; 
'  KTis  elder  fcripture*  writ  by  God's  own  hand* 
The  earth,   the  air,  the  fea,    the  rivers,  the 
mountains,  the  rocks,  the  caverns,  the  animal 
and  vegetable  tribes  are  fraught  with  inftruc- 
fion.     Nature  is  not  half  explored  ;    and  in 
what  is  partly  known  there  are  many  myfte- 
ries,    which  time,   obfervation  and  experience 
tnuft  unfold.     Every  focial  library   mould  be 
furnifhed   with  books  of  natural  philofophy, 
botany,  zoology,  chyriiiftry,  hufbandry,  geog- 
raphy and  aftronomy  ;    that  inquiring  minds 
may  be  directed  in  their  inquiries  ;    that   they 
may  fee  what  is  known  and  what  flill  remains 
to  be  difcovered  ;    and  that  they  may  employ 
their  leifure  and  their  various  opportunities  in 
endeavouring  to  add  to  the  ftock  of  fcience, 
and  thus  enrich  the  world  with  their  obferva- 
tions  and  improvements. 

X  Permit 
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Permit  me  alfo  to  give  you  fome  hints  lit 
rural  ceconomy.  Your  lands  often  fuffer  for 
want  of  manure,  when  you  have  vaft  quanti- 
ties provided,  by  the  bountiful  hand  of  nature. 
The  mixing  of  foils,  and  the  draining  of  bogs 
might  yield  immenfe  profit.  The  labour, 
though  formidable  at  firft  view,  yet,  being  ref- 
olutely  entered  upon  and  purfued,  will  be  as 
fatis factory,  as  the  effects  will  be  laftin-g  and 
beneficial.  You  have  in  many  places  great 
quantities  of  marie  which  will  enrich  your' 
land  for  ages  ;  your  fwamp  mud,  carded  up  to 
the  higher  and  lighter  ground,  and  mixed  with 
the  dung  of  cattle,  would  increafe  your  quanti- 
ty  of  manure  in  a  mod  furprifing  degree, 
Many  of  you  I  prefume  have  yet  to  learn,  that 
a  great  part  of  the  nutriment  of  vegetable  fub- 
ftances,  is  derived  from  the  air,  and  that  the 
foil  itfelf  is  enriched  by  that  means.  When 
vou  lay  down  your  worn  out  lands,  if  you  fow 
them  with  clover  or  other  graffes,  they  will  be 
lbonef  recruited,  than  if  you  leave  them  to* 
bear  only  the  weeds,  which  may  accidentally 
fpring  up  ;  and  if  you  plough  in  the  green 
crop,  you  will  promote  their  fertility,  in  a 
much  greater  degree. 

The  tow  which  is    made  by   the   dreffing  of 
flax,  and  which  children  are  indulged  in  burn- 
ing for  their  diverfion,  would  furnilh  the  paper- 
mills 
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mills  with  ufeful  materials  ;  and  the  fkins  of 
fheep  and  lambs  which  are  often  thrown  away, 
would  contribute  to  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
cards  and  the  binding  of  books.  By  an  atten- 
tion to  fuch  comparatively  fmall  matters,  great 
favings  might  be  made,  and  various  kinds  of 
artificers  might  be  fupplied  with  the  means  of 
carrying  on  their  refpecSive  occupations; 

Suffer  me  to  add  a  few  words  on  the  ufe  of 
fpirituons  liquor,  that  bane  of  fociety,   that  de- 
ftroyer  of  health,  morals  and  property 4   Nature 
indeed  has  furnifhed  her  vegetable  productions 
With  fpirit  ;  but  me  has  fo  combined  it   with 
other  fubfbnces,  that  unlefs  her  work  be  tortur- 
ed by  fire,    the  fpirit  is  not  feparated,    and 
cannot   prove'   pernicious.     Why   mould  this 
force  be  pitt  on  nature,  to  niake  hef  yield  a 
ndxious  draught,  when  all  her  original  prepay 
rations  are  falutary  ?    The  juice  of  the  apple, 
the  fermentation  of  barley,  and  the  decoction 
of  fpruce  are  amply  fuflicient  for  the  reff em- 
inent of  man,  let  his  labour  be  ever  fo  fevere, 
and  his   perfpiration  ever  io  expenfive.     Our 
forefathers  for  many  years  after  the  fettlement 
of  the  country,  knew  not  the    ufe    of  diftilled 
fpifits.      Malt  was  imported  from    England, 
and  wine  from   the  wefterh  or  Canary  iilands, 
with  which  they  were  re frefhed,    before   their 

X    Z  QVVtt 
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own  fields  and  orchards  yielded  them  a  fuppty. 
An  expedition  was  once  undertaken  againft  a 
nation  of  Indians,*  when  there  was  but  one  pint 
of  ftrong  wafer  (as  it  was  then-  called)  in  the 
whole  army,  and  that  was  referved  for  the 
tick  ;  yet  rro  complaint  was  rriade  for  want  of 
refreshment.  Could  we  but  return  to  the 
primitive  manners  of  our  anceftors  in  this  re- 
fpect,  we  mould  be  free  from  many  of  the  dif- 
orders,  both  of  body  and  mind  which  are  now 
experienced.  The  difufe  of  ardent  fpirits 
would  alfo  tend  to  abolifh  the  infamous  traffic 
in  (laves,  by  whofe  labour  this  baneful  material 
is  procured. 

Divine  Providence  feems  to-be  preparing  the 
tvav  for  the  deftruction  of  that  deteftable  com- 
merce.  The  infurrections  of  the  blacks  in  the 
Weft-Indies  have  already  fpread  defolation 
over  the  mod:  fertile  plantations,  and  greatly 
raifed  the  price  of  thofe  commodities  which  we 
have  been  ufed  to  import  from  thence.  If  we 
could  check  the  confumption  of  diftilled  fpir^ 
its,  and  enter  with  vigour  into  the  manufac- 
ture of  maple  fugars,  of  which  our  forefts- 
would  afford  an  ample  fupply,  the  demand 
for  Weft-India  productions  might  be  diminifh- 
ed  ;  the  plantations  in  the  illands  would'  not 
sk^tt  freila  recruits  from  Africa  ;    the  planters 

would 

*  The  Fequods,  in  1637.. 
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would  treat  with  humanity  their  remaining 
blacks,  and  render  them  fufriciently  prolific  to 
fupply  them  with  a  fucceffion  of  labourers  ; 
the  market  for  (laves  would  become  lefs  invit- 
ing; and  the  navigation,  which  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  moft  pernicious  fpecies  of  com- 
merce which  ever  difgraced  humanity,  would 
be  turned  into  fome  other  channel. 

Were  I  to  form  a  picture  of  happy  focietv, 
it  would  be  a  town  con  rifting  of  a  due  mixture 
of  hills,  valleys  and  ftreams  of  water  :  The 
land  well  fenced  and  cultivated ;  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  good  repair  ;  a  decent  inn  for 
the  refrefhment  of  travellers,  and  for  public 
entertainments  :  The  inhabitants  moftly  huf- 
bandmen  ;  their  wives  and  daughters  domeftic 
manufacturers  ;  a  fuitable  proportion  of  hand- 
icraft workmen  and  two  or  three  traders  ;  a 
phyfician  and  lawyer,  each  of  wrliGm  ihould 
have  a  farm  for  his  fupport.  A  clergyman  of 
any  denomination,  which  (liould  be  agreeable 
to  the  majority,  a  man  of  good  underltanding, 
of  a  candid  difpofition  and  exemplary  morals  ; 
not  ametaphyfical,  nor  a  polemic,  but  a  ferious 
and  practical  preacher.  A  fchool  matter  who 
fhould  underftand  his  bufinefs  and  teach  his 
pupils  to  govern  themfelves.  A  focial  library, 
annually  increafing,  and  under  good  regulation, 

.  A  club 


334        HISTORY    OF,     &c, 

A  club  of  fenfible  men,  feeking  mutual 
improvement.  A  decent  mufical  fociety.  No 
intriguing  politician,  horfe  jockey,  gambler 
or  fot  ;  but  all  fuch  characters  treated  with 
contempt.  Such  a  fituation  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  moft  favourable  to  focial  happinefs 
of  any  which  this  world  can  afford. 
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No.    I. 

An  original  Letter  of  Do  51  or  Cotton  Math- 
er   to    George    Vaugkan,    Efq.    agent 
for  New-Hampjhire  in  England  ;    relating  to 
Whelewright's  Indian  deed.   Vol.  I.   p.  10. 

3<r/.  I  mo.  1708. 
S  I  R, 

YOU  demand  my  thoughts  upon  the  date 
of  the  inftrument  in  which  the  Indian 
Sachems  of  Pafcataqua  convey  to  Mr.  Whele- 
wright  and  his  friends  the  country,  whereof 
your  people  are  the  prefent  poiTeffors.  •  How 
*  a  date  in  the  year  1629  cou^  coafift  with  the 
'  true  time  of  Mr.  Whelewright's  coming  into 
*  *  this  country  ?/ 

I  cannot  but  admire  at  the  providence  of 
heaven,  which  has  all  along  ftrangely  interpo- 
fed,  wjth  moft  admirable  difpenfations,  and  par- 
ticularly with  ftrange  mortalities,  to  Hop  the 
proceedings  of  the  controverfy  about  Mafon's 
claim  upon  you,  juft  in  the  moft  critical  mo- 
ment of  it.*  There  feems  to  have  been  as  re- 
markable a  difplay  and  inftance  of  that  Provi- 
dence, in  the  finding  of  this  inurnment  juft  be- 
fore the  fitting  of  your  laft  court,  about  this  af- 
fair ; 

*  Referring  to  the  death  of  Robert  Mafon  in  1688.    and  of 
Samuel  Allen  in  1  703. 
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fair  ;  and  after  it  had  been,  for  very  many 
years,  difcourfed  of  among  the  good  men  who 
knew  of  fuch  an  inftrument ;  but  with  regret 
concluded  it  loft  and  gone  beyond  all  recovery. 

I  fuppofe  you  are  making  your  application 
to  thofe,  who  will  be  far  from  the  opinion  that 
dominion  is  founded  in  grace.  Titles  to  lands 
are  not  more  or  lefs  valid  according  to  the  pro- 
feffion  of  chriftianity  in  the  owners.  There 
is  no  proteftant  but  what  will  acknowledge 
that  pagans  have  titles  that  are  inconteftabky 
and  that  they  have  not,  by  their  pagan  ifm,  for- 
feited their  titles  to  the  firft  chriftians  that  (hall 
therefore  pretend  to  them. 

Let  the  date  of  Whele Wright's  inftrument  be 
what  it  will,  there  feems  to  be  an  inftrument 
of  fomc  fuch  importance  on  Mafon's  part,  nee-* 
c-ffary  to  render  Mafon's  claim  effectual. 

When  the  Kings  of  England  have  given  pa- 
tents for  American  lands  unto  their  fubjects, 
rheir  virtue  and  juftice  has  been  fuch,  that  they 
have  not  therein  defigned  ever  to  give  away 
the  properties  of  the  natives  here  ;  but  always 
intended  that  their  fuhjects  here  fhould  honejily 
agree  with  the  natives,  for  what  lands  they 
fhould  get  under  the  protection  of  thefe  pa- 
tents, before  they  fhould  call  them  their  own. 
Briefly,  you  expect  a  deciiion  of  your  cafe, 
where  Indian  titles  will  have  a  due  -confider-. 
at  ion,  I  confefs 


APPENDIX.  337 

I  confefs  when  I  was  firft  informed  of  the 
date  which  your  inftrument  bears,  I  thought 
that  it  muft  be  a  forgery,  but  I  mull  now  give 
you  my  fecond  thoughts  upon  it. 

The  very  aged  gentlewomen,  his  two  daugh- 
ters, I  look  upon  as  very  incompetent  witneffes 
to  determine  the  time  of  their  father's  firjl 
coming  over  into  America.  I  have  difcourfed 
the  more  fenfible  and  capable  of  them,  name- 
ly, Mrs.  Pierfon,  who  tells  me  that  her  fath- 
er's coming  over  with  his  family  was  in  the 
fame  fhip  with  Mr.  Samuel  Whiting,  the 
minifler  of  Lynn,  and  others,  who,  we  are  all 
fure,  came  in  the  year  1636,*  but  fhe  tells  me 
flie  is  not  fure  her  father  never  vifited  America 
before,  only  fhe  does  not  remember  fhe  ever 
heard  him  fpeak  of  it.  And  yet  there  are 
fhrew^d  indications  of  the  gentleman's  being 
here,  before  the  year  which  they  tell  us  of; 
I  fuppofe  you  are  furnifhed  with  them. 

Your  inftrument  cannot  be  invalidated,  but 
by  feme  demonftration  that  Mr.  Whelewright 
was  at  home  in  Lincolnshire,  all  the  year  1 629. 
We  know  there  were  many  voyages  taken,  be- 
tween England  and  thefe  parts  of  America, 
before  that  year.  In  the  year  1624,  we  ^nc^ 
Mr.  Roger  Conant  managing  a  plantation,  very 
little  to  the  fouthward  of  Pafcataqua.  It  is  no 
improbable  thing,  that  fuch  an  adive  and  live- 

]y 

*  Mr.  Whtltw right  is  firft  mentioned  in  Winthrop's  journal 
in  «  636.  as  brother  to  the  famous  Anna  Hutchi?ifon,  the  patron* 
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ly  man  as  Mr.  Whelcwright,  might  ilcp  over 
lather  to  fee.  how  the  land  lay,  before  his  trans- 
portation of  his  family.  * 

The  inftrument  of  1629,  has  upon  it  fuch 
irrefragable  marks  of  antiquity,  that  if  it  be  a 
forgery,  it  mull:  be  a  very  ancient  one.  It  has 
almoft  as  many  marks  of  1 629  as  there  be  years 
in  the  number,  of  which  you  need  no  recitation 
xA:  mine  ;  you  are  much  better  able  than  lam., 
to  amplify  upon  them. 

About  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago, 
there  were  found  certain  manufcripts,  in  fome 
vaults,  near  Granada,  in  Spain,  which,  it  was 
affirmed,  were  fifteen  hundred  years  old;  and 
they  iang  te  deum  for  the  difcovery.  But  the 
Dominicans  prefendy  difcovered  them,  from 
ihe  language  and  the  intent  of  them,  to  be  a 
modern  fraud  of  the  Francifcans.  All  the  wit 
of  man  cannot  perceive  the  leaft  fymptom  oi 
a  modern  fraud  in  your  inftrument.  The  gen- 
tleman who  litt  upon  it,  is  as  honed,  upright 
and  pious  a  man  as  any  in  the  world,  and 
would  not  do  an  ill  thing  to  gain  a  world. 
JBut  the  circumfhnces  of  the  inftrument  itfelf, 
alio,  are  fuch,  that  it  could  not  be  lately  coun- 
terfeited. If  it  were  a  forgery,  Mr.  Whelc- 
wright himfelf  muft  be  privy  to  it.  But  lie 
was  always  a  gentleman  of  the  moil  unfpotted 
morals  imaginable;  a  man  of  a  moil  unblem- 
iflicd  reputation.      He  would  fooner  have  un- 


dergone 


*   See  Vol.  I.    Appendix  p.  ix. 
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dergone  martyrdom,  than  have  given  the  leaft 
connivance  to  any  forgery. 

There  was  a  time,  in  the  year  16^7,  when 
he  was  perfecuted  with  too  much  violence,  in 
the  MaiTachufetts  Colony,  but  it  was  only  for 
a  difturbance  made  about  certain  {peculations, 
which  were  thought  to  be  of  an  antinomian  ten- 
dency. His  worft  enemies  never  looked  on 
him  as  chargeable  with  the  leaft  ill  practices. 

The  blinding  heat  of  thofe  troubles  pro- 
cured an  order  for  his  remove  out  of  the  col- 
ony .  5Tis  remarked  in  the  books  then  pub- 
limed,  that  he  did  not  go  to  Rhode-Iiland, 
the  moft  inviting  part  of  the  country,  whither 
all  they  went  who  were  cenfured  at  the  fame 
time  with  him.  No,  he  removed  then  into 
-Hampfhire,  which  would  invite  one  to  think 
that  he  had  a  peculiar  intereft  in  that  Prov- 
ince. 

I  have  heard,  that  when  he  was  a  young 
fpark  at  the  Univerfity,  he  was  noted  for  a 
more  than  ordinary  ftroke  at  wreftling  ;  and 
that  afterward  waiting  pn  Cromwell,  with 
whom  he  had  been  contemporary  at  the  Uni- 
verfity,  -Cromwell  declared  to  the  gentlemen 
then  about  him   *  that  he  could  remember  the 

*  time  when  he  had  been  more  afraid  of  meet- 
VingWhelewright  at  football,  than  of  meeting 
f  any  army  fin.ce  in  the  field  ;    for  he  was  in- 

*  fallibly  fure  of  being  tript  up  by  him.'1 

I  know 
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I  know  not  whether  the  inftrument  of  his, 
jiow  in  your  hands,  will  have  as  good  an  ef- 
ficacy as  the  owner  had.  You  will  doubtlefs 
think  it  has,  if,  in  wreftling  with  your  adver- 
iaries,  it  trip  up  their  caufe,  and  give  them  a 
fall.  I  fliould  abhor,  that  the  caufe  of  my 
beft  friends,  and  a  very  good  caufe,  ever 
fliould  be  ferved  by  any  in  dire  &.  means  ;  yet 
I  verily  think  this  inftrument  ought  very 
much  to  be  conlidered,  and  to  have  a  very 
great  weight  allowed  unto  it. 

Sir,  I  wifh  you  a  good  voyage,  and  a  good 
iffue,  and  fubfcribe, 

Your  fincere  fervant, 

CO.  MATHER. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  when  my 
parent  lay  at  Plymouth,  bound  for  New- 
England,  on  "March  24,  1 691-2,  Mr.  Sher- 
well,aminifter  then  living  there,  told  him  that 
his  grandfather  and  one  Mr.  Coleman  and 
another,  had  a  patent  for  that  which  Mr. 
Mafon  pretended  unto  at  Pafcataqua.  You 
may  do  well  to  inquire  further  concerning  if. 


Lieut. 
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No.  II. 

Lieut.  Governor  Vaughan's  Speech  at  the 
Council  Boards  Sept.  24,  1 7 1 7.  (  Vol.  II,  p.  27,.) 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  cannot  but  believe  that  I  am  inform- 
ed of  many  things  fpoken  to  my  preju- 
dice. When  private  whifpers,  defamatory  to 
me  are  handed  forward,  I  pafs  them  over  with 
flight  and  difregard,  and  believe  that  ever/y 
thing  hitherto  defigned  againft  me  has  turned 
to  my  advantage,  and  will  frill  do  fo.  But 
when  matters  are  carried  farther,  wherein  the 
honor  of  the  Crown,  and  the  intereft  of  the 
King's  Majefty  is  efpecially  ftruck  at ;  when 
revenge's  mother  utters  bold  challenges,  raifeth 
batteries,  and  begins  to  cannonade  the  powers 
eftablifhed  by  my  fovereign,  I  acknowledge 
myfelf  alarmed,  which  I  fhall  in  no  wife  tole- 
rate or  endure  ;  as  I  am  honored  of  the  King, 
I  will  do  my  utmoft  to  fupport  it,  and  not  let 
his  commifTion  be  vilified  at  the  rate  fome  will 
have  it.  To  have  a  due  deference  paid  to  k, 
is  what  the  King  requires  and  exped:s,  efpec- 
ially from  his  miniiters ;  and  to  have  them  ftu- 
dious  of  leiTening  the  authority  therein  grant- 
ed, is  an  aggravated  fault,  and  I  cannot  but 
wonder  at  the  arrogance  arjd  pride  of  thofe  wTho 

do  . 
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da  not  confider  I  am  a  fuperior  match,  as  be- 
ing armed  with  power  from  my  Prince,  who 
doth  execution  at  the  utterance  of  a  word,  and  I 
hope  none  will  be  fo  fturdy  as  to  difpute  it. 
If  I  foar  too  high,  the  fall  willnot  crufli  them  3 
If  they  run  too  faft,  their  repentance  may  be 
timely.  What  I  have  to  fay  to  you,  Mr.  Pen- 
hallowr  is  in  grofs,  and  is,  (hat  yourbufinefs, 
for  a  long  time,  has  been  to  fowdifcord  in  the 
Commonwealth,  and  your  endeavours  to  prop- 
agate confufion  and  difference  in  each  town 
within  the  government  ;  when  avowed  prin- 
ciples oblige  you  to  fodder,  as  much  as  in  you 
lies,  the  affeclaons  of  magiftrafes  and  people, 
thereby  to  diver  tall  things  which  naturally  pro- 
duce diffenfions,  tumult  and  feuds,  the  partic- 
ulars I  have,  and  mall  tranfmit  fo  my  Lord 
the  King,  in  whofe  name,  and  by  virtue  of 
whofe  power,  Ifufpend  you,  Samuel  Penhal- 
low,  from  fitting,  voting,  and  afliftin'g  at  the 
Council  Board,  till  his  Majefty's  pleafure  ihall 
be  known  * 


An 
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An  original  Letter  from  Sir  William  Ash^- 
urst     to   Dotlor  Increase    Mather, 
"(Vol.  II.   p.  25.) 
Rev.    Sir, 

I  HAVE  your  letter  of  iilh  Augufr  laflv 
which  I  would  have  fooner  aniwered,  but 
that  I  imderftood  there  has  no  fliip  gone  to 
you  this  winter.  I  am  pleafed  at  what  you 
write  of  your  Lieutenant  Governor,  that  he 
acquits  him i elf  worthily,  and  is  a  friend  to 
the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  conftitution.  I  af- 
fure  you,  if  I  had  not  known  this  to  be  his 
character  (not  from  font  agent,  but  from 
other  impartial  and  difinterefted  hands)  you 
had  never  feen  him  in  that  ftatiort.  I  have  no 
perfonal  difrefpect  to  Col.  Jailer;  on  the  oth-* 
er  hand  I  wifh  him  in  his  private  capacitv 
much  happinefs  and  profperity  for  his  deceaf* 
ed  uncle's  fake,  whofe  memory  I  efteem  and 
value  ;  but  when  the  tntereft  and  welfare  of 
the  public  is  before  me,  I  never  flitter  mvfeif 
to  be  influenced  by  any  partial  corrfiderations  ; 
and  who  can  think  it  proper,  that  the  fecond 
poll  in  the  government  fhould  be  tilled  by  one 
who,  not  content  with  diifenting  from  the 
cftablifhed  churches  by  his  coniiant  practice, 
did  engage,  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  a  concert- 
ed defign,  to  fubvert  (heir  foundations  ? 

I  do 


144        appendi  x. 

I  do  not  know  but  fuch  a  procedure  niay 
recommend  him  to  fome  people,  but  it  mufl 
needs  difqualify  him  to  you  and  me,  who 
know  on  what  principles  New-England  was 
firft  fettled,  and  what  were  the  pious  motives 
which  prevaile  d  on  the  firft  planters  to  forfake 
their  native  land,  and  plant  a  wildernefs. 

I  hope  I  have  done  as  well,  in  getting  the 
Lieut.  Governor  of  Nezv-Hamft/7ji?r  difplaced* 
who  prefented  a  memorial,  when  he  was  here* 
to  the  King  and  Miniftry,  to  bring  New-Eng- 
land into  the  land  tax  of  Great  Britain,  and 
propofed,  that  a  receiver  mould  be  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  to  gather  in  the  money.  For 
a  native  of  New-England  to  be  the  author  of 
fuch  a  memorial,  is  a  monftrous  offence ;  and  if 
you  fuffer  fuch  people  to  be  eafy  among  you, 
yet  they  lhail  never  efcape  my  refentment  while 
I  have  any  intereft  or  power  at  Court. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  are  ftill  lifeful  ill 
your  advanced  age.  To  preach  conftantly  at 
fourfcore,  and  to  fo  large  an  audience,  and 
without  notes,  is  a  rare  example,  and  fcarcely 
to  be  found  in  hiftory .  For  myfelf*  I  am  ten 
years  fhort  of  you,  yet  I  think  I  have  great  ac- 
knowledgments to  make  to  divine  Providence, 
for  the  meafure  of  health  I  enjoy,  and  the  op- 
portunities I  have  of  being  yet  ferviceable  in  - 
feveral  ftations.  I  conftantly  attend  at  the 
excife  office,  where  I  have  the  honor  to  fit  as 

a  commiflioner, 
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at  commiffioner,  and  at  the  court  of  aldermen, 
where  I  am  the  fenior  in  rank,  though  not  iri 
years.  Befides  thefe  employments,  I  have 
vacant  hours  for  the  fervice  of  my  country  in 
general,  and  my  friends  in  particular ;  but  I  cart 
tell  you  with  a  great  deal  of  truth  that  no  part 
of  my  life  has  given  me  mo?  e  fatisfafltori  than 
that  wherein  I  haveferved  the  interejl  of  New* 
England \  efpecially  my  favourite  work,  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  natives, 
in  which  difpdfitioh  I  hope  I  fhall  continue  to 
my  life's  end. 

I  refer  you  to  the  prints  for  public  news. 
You'll  hear  various  reports  about  th$  iirihappy 
divifioris  in  the  royal  family  •  which  all  good 
men  are  forry  for.  I  have  nothing  to  fay  up- 
on that  fubjedt,  only  that  the  King  acts  in  ev^ 
ery  thing  with  a!  prudent  and  fteady  refolution 
becoming  the  character  of  a  great  and  wife 
fringe. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  affedtionate  friend, 
and  fervant, 

W.  ASHURST* 

London,  March  io,  1717-1 8V 


y  m 
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No.,  IV.' 

The  humble  Apology  .of  the  People  of  Nuffield  t$ 

his  Excellency  Samuel   Shute,   General, 
Governor,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majeflyfs. Provinces  of  the  MaJfachuJettsBay^ 
and  New-ELampJhire  in  New-England..  ■ 
(Vol..  II.   p.  38-41.) 

"May  it  pie  of e  your  Excellency ', 

^HE  fubfcribers   having   feen  a  copy   of 


your  Excellency's  letter  to  Captain: 
White /and  Captain  Kimbell,  find,  themfelves 
Tinder  a  neceffity'  of  vindicating  themfelves 
from  the  charges  give.n  in  .againft  them,;  it 
being  allowable  by  the  law  of  nature,  and  of 
nations,  to  .  the  greateft  criminals ,  to  defend 
themfelves  when  they  juftly  plead  in  their  own 
vindication.  We  were  furprifed  to  hear  our- 
felves1  termed  Irijh  people  when  we  fo  fre- 
quently ventured  our  all  for  the  Britifh  crown 
and  liberties  againft  the  Irifri  papifts,  and  gave 
all  tefts  of  our'  loyalty  which  the  government 
of  Ireland  required,  and  are  always  ready  to  do 
the  fame  here  when  demanded*  Though  we 
fettled  at  Nuffield ,  yet  we  ufed  no  violence  in 
the  manner  of  our  fettlement,  feeing  no  body 
in  the  leaft  offered  to  hinder  us,  to  fet  down 
in  a  defolate  wildernefs  ;    and  we  were  fo  far 

from 
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fsohh  hindering  the  Englifh.  that  really  had  a 
mind  to  .plant  with  us,  that  many  of  them  arc 
I50wiincorporated:with:iis.  After  our  fcttle- 
miritiiwe  found- tlhat  two  i  or  three  different 
parties  claimed  Nuffield,  by  virtue,  of  Indian 
deeds,  and  we  were  given  to  Ainderftand,  that 
it  was>  neceffary  for  us  to  hold  the: foil  by  fame 
right  $ur chafed 'from  the  natives^  According- 
ly we  made  application  to  ithe.Hon.  CoL 
Wheelwright  of  Wells,  and  obtained  his  In- 
dian fight;  wThich  wehave  to  mew;  His  deed 
being  of  ninety  years  Handing,  and  conveyed 
from-'  the  chief  Sagamores  between  the  rivers 
of  Merrimack  and  Pafcataqua,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  whole  tribes  of  the  Indian*  nation, 
and  well  executed,  is  the  rhdft  authentic  wc 
have  feen  ;  and  the  fubferibers  could  not  in 
reafon  think  that  a  deed  -  which  is  not  twenty- 
years:  . old,  of  land  which  is  not  fufficiently' 
buttedand  bounded;  from  an  bbfeure  Indian; 
could  give  any  right  to  land  which  had  been 
fold  fo  many  years  before,  by  the  fight  own- 
ers. And  the  fubferibers  hope  they  will  be 
ixcufed  from  giving  away  fo  good  a  title,  for 
others  that  cannot  pretend  rationally  to  be  fd 
well  fupported  ;  a&d  which  they  always  re- 
fufed  to  warrantee  arid  make  good,  againft 
other  claims.  The  dutiful  applications  which 
we  have  made  to  both  courts,  if  we  be  in- 
corporated, in  whatfoever  province  we  fall  td 
Y  % 
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be,  will  witnefs  for  our  refpeft  to  his  Majefc 
ty's  government.  If  affidavits  have  been  giv- 
en againitone  of  our  number  as  ufing  forric 
threatening  expreffions,  wehopeit will  not  be 
imputed  to  the'  community.  If  our  accufers 
be  permitted: to  come  up- in  troops,  as  they 
have  done,  and  violently  demofifhed  one  of  our 
houies,  and  deftroyed  part  of  our  hay,  arid 
threatened  and  infittted  us  with  impunity,  to 
,  the  great  terror  of  our  wives  and  children, 
when  We  fuffer&d  patiently,  and  then  accufe 
us  to; our  rulera  of  violence,  injuftice,  fraud, 
force,  infolence,:  cruelty,  dimonoiir  of  his 
Majefty^s  government,  and  difturbance  of  his- 
MajeftyV  fubjecls/  injuries  arid  offences  to? 
the  Englifrivandthe  Mke,.when  we  know  our- 
felves  to  he  innocent,  we  think  if  hard  mea-* 
lure  ;  and  mull  have  recourfe  fb  God,  who- 
forbiddeth  to  take  up  a  bad  report  againft  out 
neighbour,  and  will,  we  hope,  bring  forth' 
our  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  our  judg- 
ment as;  the  noon  day..  If  we  be  guilty  of 
thefe  diforders,  we  know  wrc  are  liable  to  & 
legal  trial,,  and  are  not  fo  weak  as~  to*  firppofe 
ourfelves  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's government.  The  febfcribers  hope 
that  if  any  other  accufatiofis  come  in  againft 
them,  they  will  be  allowed  an  equal  hearing. 
before  they  be  condemned  ;  and  as  we  enjoy 
the  liberty  of  the  gofpel   here,   which  is   fa 

great 
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great  a  mercy,  fhall  improve  it,  for  God's 
glory  ;  and  as  he  has  taught  us,,  be  dutiful  to 
his  Majefty's  government,  fet  over  us,  and,  if 
ppHible,  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  fhall  be 
2<efi:rous  of  peaceable  neighbours,  that  want  to 
fettle  with  us,  and  to  help  us  to  fubdue  a  part 
.of  this  vaft  and  uncultivated  ^vvi.ldernefs  ;  and 
fhall  not  ceafe  to  pray  for  the  divine  bleffing 
jon  your  Excellency -s  perfon  and  government. 
Done  at  Nuffield,  Feb.  2^7,-1  71^-30,  and 
fubfcribed  by 

JAMES  McQ&EGORE,  &c. 





.  No.   V. 

An  original  Letter  of 'Governor  Shut e  to  Mr. 
PenhaLlow.     (Vol.  II.    p.  42.) 

Bojlon,  Feb.  2,   1718-19. 
Sir, 

DR.  COOKE  having  again  over  his  cups 
treated  me  very  fcandaloufly,  I  have 
complained  to  the  council  who  I  don't  ques- 
tion, will  do  me  juftice. 

It  will  be  of  fervice  to  me  to  have  a  certifi- 
cate to  fhew  how  drunk  he  was' th^t  night  that 
lie  and  Colonel  GofP  broke  into  our  compa- 
ny at  young  GerinYs,  for  I  remember  that 
you  and  Mr.  Bridgertold  me  that  he  flay 'd  fo 

long 
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long  after  we  were  gone,  as  to  get  "jo  drunk 
that 'he  cou^d  neither, go  nor  Jl and;  if  this-b& 
firongly  certified,'!  believe  it  will  give  him *% 
good  lift.  Pray-  my  fervice  to  the  LieUKJ 
Governor,. the  council  and  your  family, 
lam,   Sir, 

your  humble  fervant, 

SAMUEL  SHUTE. 


t    ~; ■■'_•,,■...•     — *+± 


.  No,  'VI. 

To  his  Excellency  J  o  n  a  t  h  a  n  B  e  l  c  h  e  ii  ,  Efa>< 
Captain  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  in. 
and  over  his  Majefty\s\  Province  of  New- 
Hampjhire,  in  New-England.  To  the  Hon- 
ourable ■  the  Council  and  Representatives  ui 
General  Court  ajfembled.  The  Complaint  and 
Petition  of  Hugh  Adams,  Clerk,  the  Gof- 
pel  Minijler  and  Pa/lor  of  the  Church  at 
Durham  within  faid  Province, 

HUMBLY     SHEWETH, 

FORASMUCH  as  your  complainant  peti- 
tioner hath  been  more  \  than  one  and 
twenty  years  laft  pafl:  a  labourer  in  the  word 
and  dodtrine  of  Chrift  fincerely  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  ability  amongft  that  people,  although 
the  good  laws  of  this  faid  province  fo  far  have 
required  of  them  ;  and  their  own  contract  or 

agreement 
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agreement  with  him,  voted  by  them  in  the 
firft  week  of  the  month  of  April,  anno  1717, 
ab  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  Oyfter  river  pa- 
rifll  or  faid  town,  as  alfo  by  the  evidences  of 
fome  of  their  then  felect  men  and  committee 
may  appear  in  order  for  his  fupport,  with  a: 
competent   falary  of  one  hundred  and  four 
pounds  during  his  miniftry  there,  even  then 
wrhen  iiiver  money  was  not  of  more  value 
than  ten  fhillings  per  ounce  annually,  to  be 
paid  as  then  underftood  in  the  real  value  there- 
of, and  not  only  in  the  bare  name  of  fo  much, 
and  unanimously  agreed  by  their  then  commit- 
tee, to  be  paid  punctually  each  year,  one  half 
of  faid  falary,    i.  e.  £$%  at  the  end  of  or 
within  each  fix  months,  i.  e.  the  firft  week  in 
October  and  April,  with  other  material  articles 
of  faid  agreement  for  his  maintenance  among 
them,  which  alfo  hath  obliged  them  thereun- 
to, yet  have  they  not  in  any  one  year  of  faid 
time  of  three  apprenticeships   fince  their  laid 
contract,  been  honeft  nor  faithful  by  the  pay- 
ment thereof  in  the  juft  value,  nor  in  due 
feafon,  fo  as  that  the  hire  of  his  minifterial 
labours  fo  much  and  long  being  kept  back  by 
their  facrilegious  fraud,   hath  been  crying  in 
the  ears  of  Ghrift  the  Lord  of  fabbaoth,  fo  to 
cxpofe   them  and  their   covenant  and   filent  : 
neighbours  in   this    faid   province,,  runto  the 
mzfc  denounced  which  hath  been  fo  long  and 

often 
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often  executed  in  inch  a  variety  of  dcftroying, 
terrifying  and  impoverifhing  judgments  of 
God,  too  many  herein  to  be  enumerated,  and 
fo  much  thereof  evidently  occafioned  by  fai4 
parifh.  and  town,  being  therein  fo  long  tole- 
rated with  impunity,  as  an  Achan  in  the  camp; 
and  as  the  feven  fons  of  Saul,  in  the  days  of 
King  David  ;  and  as  Jonah  in  the  fhjp  of  thq 
commonwealth  of  this  province  aforefaid. 
And  efpecially  whereas  the  principal  article  in 
the  faid  contract  infifted  on  by  their  faid  min- 
ifter,  wherein  their  then  feledt  men  and  com- 
mittee agreed,  by  manual  vote  and  voice  (ne- 
mine  contradicente)  but  w:as  riot  entered  by 
their  then  parifli  clerk,  John.  Smith,  who  dq- 
ceafed  anno  i  722,  writh  or  after  the  other  ar- 
ticles hereof  in  the  record  rolls  of  their  then 
parifli  of  Qyfter  river,  or  fince  town  of  Dur- 
ham, and  fince  yearly  on  very  fervent  intreat- 
ies  to  have  the  lame  articles  entered  upon 
their  records  and  qbferved  for  the  yearly  per- 
formance thereof  for  the  future,  whereuntp 
neverthelefs  they  have  been  inexorable  beyond 
all  reafon  and  juftice,  hitherto  in  difr.egarding 
laid  above  hinted  article,  viz.  That  each  yeas 
one  half  of  faid  falary  of  £1 04,  which  is  £52, 
ihould  be  paid  in  to  him  or  his  order  at  or 
before  the  end  of  each  lix  months  or  half 
year,  i.  e.  the  firft  week  in  O&ober  and  April, 
which  committee  vote  or  vow  of  theirs,  has 

never 
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never  yet,  in  any  one  year  of  the  twenty-one 
years  of  my  miniftry  amongft  them,  been  per- 
formed :    But    moftly  deferred  until  at  leaf! 
three  months  after   laid    former  half  year's 
harveft  was  ended,   when  the  price  of  provis- 
ions was  raifed  at  jeaft  twenty-five  per  cent, 
dearer  than  at  harveft  or  in  gathering  thereof; 
which  delinquency  of  theirs  in   faid   twenty- 
one  years  hath   been  to  the  damage  of  faid 
minifter  above  £520  in  faid  parifh  and  town, 
efpecially  where  he  has  been  neceffitated,  rath- 
er than  ftarve,  to  borrow  cqnijderable  fums  of 
money  upon,  fix,  ten,  fifteen  and  twenty  per 
cent,  intereft  yearly,  and  running  on   intereft 
upon  intereft,  yet  unto  this  day,  to  his  impov- 
erishing oppreflion,   and  finking  difcourage- 
ment ;  and  reduced  his  falary  of  £104  of  late 
years  to  the  narne  thereof,  when  in  prefent  val- 
ue as  the  altered  prices  of  all  neceffaries   for 
livelihood  are  about  two  hundred  per  cent, 
dearer   jthan   when  their   faid   contract    was 
made.     His  falary  now  is  fcarce  more  in  real 
worth  than  £;i>f>   eacn  7ear»   although  their 
rateable  heads,  families,  cattle  and  lands  have 
increafed  treble  their  ability  more  than  at  firft 
agreement.     Alfo  this  year,  1738,  the  major- 
ity  of  faid  Durham  inhabitants  have  flopped 
their  ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor  at   their  two 
pub] irk  town  meetings,  although  it  is  threat- 
ened 
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ened  they  fhall  cry  themfelves  but  fhall  not  be 
heard. 

Therefore  now  the  oppreffing  neceffities  of 
the  complainant  petitioner  conftrain  him  to 
pray  he  may  be  regarded  by  this  great  and 
General  Court  aflembled  in  thefe  his  follow- 
ing requefts,  as  Chrift  Jefus  Immanucl,  to  en- 
courage each  of  his  faithful  miniflers,  terrify- 
eth  faying,  *  He  that  heareth  you,  hear'-. 
1  eth   me/ 

i .  Requeft  that  the  records  of  faid  parifli, 
named  Oyfter  river,  and  now  chartered  town 
of  Durham,  may  be  fo  far  impeached  as  that 
the  faid  article  may  be  entered  by  the  prefent 
town  clerk,  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly that  he  may  be  fummoned  to  bring 
Durham's  town-book  of  rolls,  and  likewife 
Capt.  Francis  Mathews,  the  former  town 
clerk,  to  bring  the  record  rolls  of  faid  Oyfter 
river  parifli  if  yet  in  his  porTeffion  ;  and 
likewife  Lieut.  Abraham  Bennick  and  Mr. 
Sampfon  Doe,  then  of  the  felect  men  and 
committee  for,  faid  parifli  in  that  year  1 7 1 7 , 
to  °ive  in  or  renew  their  oath  or  affidavit, 
each  of  them  fcr  confirming  the  truth  of  faid 
article. 

2.  Requeft  na  i  he  petitioner's  faid  falary 
of  £104  maybeenacled  for  the  future  during 
the  remainder  of  his  miniitry  in  laid  town,  to 
he  made  good  in   full  value  as  reajly  as  in 

name. 
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mrne/and  to  be  paid  in  due  feafon  according 
tofhe^qiiefl  and  article  aforefaid,  with  fuffi- 
<Mrfc  penalty  for  any  delinquency  thereof, 
wfeichV  as  written  in  the  divine  law  moral,  is 
tfce<$ftfr^art  of  the  principal,  to  be  added  un- 
to^'it'as' evident  from  Lev.  v.   i$,  16.   Num. 

3.  Requ  eft- that  delinquency' from  the  pay- 
ment of.  any  lawfld  fettled  m in ifter's  falary 
M?ithin:faid  province,  may  be  enacled  a  crim- 
inal cafe,  or  matter  prefentable  by  any  grand 
juror,  upon  complaint  made  to  him  at  each 
or  any  court  of  feffions  quaiterly,  as  in  the 
Maflachufetts  province  government,  which  I 
perceive  by  Pfalms  xli.  1,2,3,  is  the  principal 
reafon  why  they  have  been  hitherto  propor- 
lionablyr  fpared  from  the  throat  pejlilence  and 
Other  impoyeriming,  more  than  New-Hamp- 
■fhire. 

4.  Requefr  that  Daniel  Davis of  faid  Dur- 
ham, may  be  fummoned  and  judged  by  this 
moft  Honourable.  Court  of  New- Hampfhire 
province  aforefaid,  for  his  fundry  years,  tref- 
pamng  upon  and  mclofing  within  his  fence 
and  detaining  fo  •forcibly  from  faid  rninifter 
feveral  years  previous  poileilion  thereof,  fun- 
dry  acres  of  upland,  and  fait  mariTi  and 
thatch  'bed,  belonging'  to  the  glebe  land  or 
parfonage,  pofTefTed  by,  improved  for,   as  alfii 

^ni^d'.to,  the  miniiler  of  laid  pariih  or  town 
%  /  ■  '    ' 
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at  leaft  fixty  years,  and  for  evidence  thereof, 
that  Capt.  Francis  Mathews  and  his  nex$ 
neighbour  Jonathan  Willey  the  eldeft,  and  Jo- 
feph  Stephens,  his  fon,  and  William  Willey, 
may  each  of  them  be  fummoned.  Moreover 
£he  faid  robbed  and  defrauded  minifter  prays 
that  it  may  likewife  be  ordered,  that  the  fer 
|e6t  men  of  faid  each  year  may  refcue  faid  par- 
fonage  land  from  him  the  faid  Daniel  Davis 
and  every  other  unjuft  incroacher  thereon, 
and  on  each  other  parcel  of  glebe  land  or  par- 
sonage (as  viz.)  the  long  marlh  and  that  par- 
cel of  minifterial  land  lying  on  the  highway 
leading  S,  and  W.  toward  Lampereell  river, 
and  bounded  E.  and  S.  on  Potter  Mafon's 
land,  andS.  and  W.  on  Richard  Denbow's 
land,  each  of  which  is  incroached  upon  by 
one  or  other  of  the  adjacent  neighbours,  and 
although  their  minifter,  as  their  fpiritual  fath- 
er, fo  long  feeking  their  welfare  in  gathering 
pf  a  church  firft  amongft  them,  on  March  26, 
1 71 8,  his  prevailing  as  the  dreffer  of  their 
phurch  vineyard,  writh  Immanuel  Chrift  Jefu$ 
the  Lord  thereof,  for  his  grant  qf  four  years 
probation,  whether  the  barren  fig  trees  might, 
py  a  minifterial  hufbandry  expended  on  them, 
be  prevailed  with  to  bear  fruit  proportionably 
that  it  might  be  well  with  them  as  in  the  gofr 
pel  parable  thereof,  Luke  xiii.  7,  8,  9,  and 
when  the  Indian  war  began,  anno  yfi%t   and 

that 
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that  five  perfons  were  cut  down  thereby,  in 
our  parilh  f  who  hath  likewife  prevailed  with' 
the  heavenly  Prince  of  Peace  to  make  and? 
keep  his  covenant  of  peace  with  and  for  us, 
as  written  in  Ezekiel  xxxiv.  2J,  yearly  plead- 
ed and  granted  thefe  thirteen  years  hitherto  f 
notwithftanding  the  fo  repeatedly  many  ru- 
mours of  wars  free  from  the  reality  thereof. 
Likewife  in  the  year  1729,  when  Captain 
Samuel  Emerfon  and  Lieut.  Jonathan  Thomp- 
ion  and  Hubbard  Stevens  had  harraffed  their 
minifter  with  ah  antichf  iftian  council  ecclefiafti- 
cal  countenanced  by  the  then  Commander  irf 
chief,  after  which  the  faid  Emerfon  and  Ko- 
fite  company,  by  their  negative  elandeftine 
votes  robbed  him  of  the  £50  additiorr  to  his 
falary ,  they  granted  Mm'  the  preceding  year 
1728.  In  his  fo  provoked  fubje&ioh  to  paf- 
fion,  as  Ellas  m  James  v.  17,  18,  he  the  faicf 
minifter,  while  it  was  yet  more  than  three 
months  to  the  hasVeft,  prayed  it  might  not 
2*ain,  and  it  rained  not  until  three  months  af-; 
t:er  ;  when  in  regard  to  the  importunity  of 
fome  friendly  brethren,  he  appointed  and 
confcientioufly  fanctificd  a  church  fall,  fronx 
evening  to  evening,  abftained  three  meals; 
from '  eating,  drinking  and  fmoking  any  thing  1 
in  beginning  of  September  that  year  1729  $ 
and  the  Lord  Chrift  was  pleafed  to  hear  in 
heaven  and' grant  fuch  repeated  plentiful  and 

Wavin> 
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\Varm'rairis,  as  recovered  ffid'&S&tilffiihiy-fwBfi-1 

£rafs  and- fruits  of  the  'trees;*  uMo  acohrMeM^ 
ble haTveft  thereof ;    id  as : was  then '  'remarka^ 
ble.     And  in  that'  year  1^33, -when  tfie1  feid' 
parifh,  by  the -General  Gourt^'Was  chartered' 
into  the  townfhip  of  Durhalrri-  in  anfwerLiin&> 
their  faid  minifter  s  petition  y  for  its  privileges1 
and  faid  natne  as  therein  pleaded  for,  arid-  the 
inhabitants  of  'faid  town  proceeded'  by  their 
ehofen  committee,  at  their  mod:  general  meet- 
ing,  to  divide  their  commons',   voting- their 
minifter  aforefaid,  fhauld^as-hfc did  draw  J©£s^ 
for  them  all,  yet  he  cannot,  prevail-  with  the 
lot  layers   to    furvey   his   lot-  of  twenty-five 
acres,  nor  inform  him  where  he  mayhave'it 
laid  out  for  hirri,  neither  have  laid  inhabitants; 
fulfilled   their' condition  of-  honourably -Ttip^ 
porting  their  rninifter *     And  fince  no  inferior 
Court  in  this-  faid  province  hitherto  could  do 
jbftkfe  to  your :  petitioner,  he  is-  -therefore  now 
neceffitated  to  flee  for  refuge  to  this  Supreme 
Legiilative  Court-  of  nurfin^ fathers  ;    in  each 
of  which  requefts,  your  fo-  long  oppre  fifed  pe- 
titioner importunately  afketh  for  jultice,  firm^ 
If  believing,  after  that,  God  will  be  intreaced 
for  the  land  in  New-Hampfhire; 

So   complaineth   and   prayeth   the   above- 
amed  petitioner, 

HUGH  ADAMS; 

NeV 
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No.  VI!, 

The  Opinions  of  John  Read and  Robert  Auchmit* 
ty,  on  the  cafe  ^TJohn  Tufton  Mason* 
1738  {Vol.  II. p,  160.) 

1629,  ^T^HE  Prefident  and  Council  eftablifh* 
Nov.  7.  X  ed  at  Plymouth  for  the  planting 
and  governing  of  New^England,  granted  to 
Capt.  John  Mafon,  of  London,  Efq.  all  that 
part  of  the  main  land  in  New-England  from 
the  middle  of  Merrimack  river,  along  the  fea 
coaft  to  Pafcataqua  river,  up  that  river  to  the 
fartheft  head  thereof  and  from  thence  north- 
weftward  till  three  fcore  miles  be  firiifned 
from  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  river,  and 
from  Merrimack  through  that  river  to  the 
fartheft  head  thereof,  and  fo  forwards  up  into 
the  land  weft  ward,  till  three  fcore  mills  be  fin- 
ifhed,  and  and  from  thence  to  crofs  over  land 
to  the  three  fcore  miles  end,  accounted  front 
Pafcataqua  river,  together  with  all  the  iflands 
within  five  miles  of  the  premifes,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances which  the  faid  John  Mafon ,  with 
their  confent,  intended  to  name  New-Hamp- 
ihire,  to  hold  to  the  faid  John  Mafon  and  his 
heirs « 
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1635,  April  22.  The  prefident  and  coun- 
cil aforefaid,  grant  to  thefaid  John  Mafon,  all 
that  part  of  New-England,  from  the  middle 
of  Naumkege  river,  along  the  fea  coaft, 
round  Cape-Ann  to'  Pafcataqiia  harbour,  and 
up.  the  river  Newiehawannack ,  to  the  fartheft 
head  thereof,  and  from  theitce  north  weft  ward 
till  fixty  miles  be  finifhed  from  the  entrance 
Pafcataqiia  harbour,  and  from  Naumkege 
through  the  river  into  the  land  weft  fixty 
miles,  from  which  period,  to  crofs  over  land 
£0  the  fixty  miles  end,  accounted  from  Pafcat- 
aqua aforefaid,;  and  the  fouth  half  of  tile  Iile 
c/f  Shoals  and  all  other  illands  within  five 
leagues  of  the  premifes,  all  to  be  called  New- 
Mampihire,  alfo  another  parcel  of  land  lying 
oh  the  fouth  eaft  fide  of  Sagadahock,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  containing  near  ten  thou- 
fand  acres,  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Mafo«J 
nia,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs. 

N.:  B.  Sir  William  Jones,  and  Sir  F.  Win- 
ning-ton, attorney  and  folicitor-general  in  their 
report  in  favour  of  Robert  Mafon,  grandfon 
6f John  Mafon,  his  title  to  New-Hampihire, 
mention  another  grant  from  faid  prefident; 
and  council,1  to  Capt  John  Mafon,  dated  9th' 
March,  [620,  which!  have  not  feen. 
,  1635,  $*V*  26;  Capt.  John  Mafon,  by 
his  kft  will,  devifed  to  the  mayor  and  com- 
monalty of  Kingilynn;  rwo  thoufand  acres  of 
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land  in  bis  county  of  New-Hampfhire,   of 
manor  of  Mafon  hall  in  New-England,  which 
his  executrix  arid  overfeef  fhouid  think  moft 
fit.     Item  to  his  brother-in-law  John  Wol- 
lafton,   three   thoufand  acres  of  land  in  hisf 
county  of  New-Hampfhire  or  marior  of  Ma- 
fon hall,  where  his  faid  brother  &nd  executrix 
fhouid  think  fit ;  to  hold  to  him  arid  his  heirs. 
Item  to  his  grand  child  Anile  Tufton,   Mafo- 
nia,  to  hold  to  her  arid  her  heirs'.     Item  to  his 
grandchild  Robert  Tufton,  his  manor  of  Ma- 
fon hall,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heir£,  pro- 
vided he  alter  his  fimame,  and  name  himfelf 
Mafon  firft.     hem  to  John  Wollafton  afore-* 
faid  two  thoufand  acres  of  fend  in  his  county 
of  New-Hampfhire,   in  tfuft  to  convey  one 
thoufand  to  fome  feoffee  in  truft  towards  the 
maintenance  of  a  godly  minifter  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  the  other  thoufand  to  fome 
feoffee  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  ffee  gram- 
mar fchool  in  New-Hampfhire.     Item  to  his 
grandchild  John  Tufton,  all  the  reft  of  his 
manors,  meffuagesV  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, in  his  county  of  New-Hampfhire; 
or  elfewhere  in  New-England,  to  hold  to  him' 
and  the  heirs  of  his"  body.     Remainder  to  his 
coufin  Doctor  Robert   Mafon,  arid  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  and  for  want  of  fuch  iiTue 
to  revert  to  the  donor  and  his  heirs,  provided 
nis  grandchild  John  Tufton  fhall  alter  his  fir- 
Z  narneV 
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name, and firnarae  himfelf  Mafon;  firfl: provid- 
ed alfo  the  faid  John  Tufton  fhaM  pay  his  lifter 
Mary  Tufton  out  of  the  manors  meffuages, 
lands  and  tenements  aforefaid,  £"5°°  fterling 
for  her  preferment  in  marriage,  &c.  and  died, 
and  on  the  fecond  of  December  following,  his 
will  was  proved  in  the  prerogative  court  of 
Canterbury  and  adminiftration,  granted  to 
Anne,  his  widow  executrix , 

1 677*  John  and  Anne,  grandchildren,  died 
without  iifue,  and  their  eftates  came  to  Robert 
Tufton  Mafon,  accordingly  for  whom  King 
Charles  II.  fettled  the  bound  line  between 
New-Hampftiire  and  the  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
and  he  died  leaving  two  Ions,  John  and 
Robert. 

1 691 ,  April  27.  John  and  Robert  Tufton 
Mafon  bargained  and  fold  to  Samuel  Allen  of 
London,  merchant,  for  a  fum  of  money,  all 
New-Hampfhire,  as  bounded  in  their  great 
grandfather's  grant  of  1 635,  and  Mafonia,  alfo 
part  of  the  province  of  Main,  the  country  Ma- 
riana, province  of  Laconia,  and  feveral  towns  in 
New-Hampfhire,  as  heretofore  defcribed  with 
the  appurtenances,  deed  and  charters  thereof, 
to  hold  co  him  and  his  heirs.  Then  John 
died  without  iffue.  That  Robert  Tufton 
Mafon,  furviving  great  grandfon  of  Captain 
John  Mafon,  lived  and  died  at  Portfmouth, 
•of  pafcataqua,  about  forty  years  ago,  leaving 

his 
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his  cldeft  fon,  John  Tufton  Mafon  and  feveral 
other  children ;  and  this  John  Tufton  Mafon, 
about  twenty  years  after,  died,  leaving  one 
only  child,  John  Tufton  Mafon,  of  Bolton* 
mariner,  who  claims  the  province  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  would  compound  with  the 
province  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  all  differ- 
ences between  them. 

^u>  Upon  the  whole,  what  intereft  hath 
this  John  Tufton  Mafon  in  New-Hampfhire* 
and  to  what  purpofe  and  effed:  can  the  prov- 
ince* agree  with  him,  and  in  what  manner 
execute  it  ? 

Anfw.  So  much  as  the  Prefident  and 
Council  aforefaid  conveyed  to  Captain  John 
Mafon  for  New-Hampfhire,  except  the  lands 
fouthward  of  Merrimack  river,  and  within 
three  miles  of  it  on  the  northerly  fide,  which 
was  before  conveyed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  of  the  Maffachufetts,  and  except -feven 
thoufand  acres  particularly  devifed,  and  the 
manor  of  Mafon  hall,  the  bounds  and  con- 
tents whereof  I  know  not.  I  fay  all  the  reft 
of  New-Hampfhire,  Captain  John  Mafon,  by 
his  will  aforefaid,  devifed  to  his  grand  fon,  ; 
John  Tufton  Mafon,  in  tail,  general.  Re- 
mainder to  his  grandfon,  Robert  Tufton  Ma- 
fon, in  tail  general,  with  remainders  over, 
and  the  right  has  properly  remained  defcend-* 
ed,  and  come  to  this  John  Tufton  Mafon,  of 
Z   2  Bolton, 

*   Of  Maffachufetts, 
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Bofton,  mariner,  the  alienation  of  his  great 
uncle  and  grandfather  aforefaid  notwithftand- 
ing,  which'  could  be  of  no  avail  after  their 
death.  But' if  at  their  death  his  father  was  of 
full  age,  it  is  fo  many  years  ago,  that  his  fuit 
is  effectually  barred  by  ftatute  2 1 ,  James  I. 
chap.  xvi.  which  requires  him  or  his  heirs  to 
bring  it  within  twenty  years  after  the  title  ac- 
crued at  fartheft.  And  if  he  ever  came  of 
age,  he  or  his  heirs  could  have  but  ten  years 
after  he  was  of  ager  or  after  his  death,  to 
bring  this  fuit,  which  muft  be  elapfed  in  this 
time,  and  their  fuit  intirely  barred',  for  which 
only  reafon  I  am  of  opinion  this  Province  can 
neither  get  nor  lofe  by  him  and  his  title  afore- 
faid. JOHN  READ. 

I  conceive  the  right  properly  defcends  to 
John  Tufton  Mafon,  of  Bofton,  mariner,  the 
alienation  aforefaid  notwithftanding ;  and 
am  of  opinion  the  ftatute  of  limitation  afore*, 
faid  will  not  be  held  of  itfelf  to  extend  to 
New-England,  being  an  acl:  not  affirmative  of 
the  comrnon  law  in  abridgment  of  the  gener- 
al right  the  party  hac  of  pursuing,  and  be- 
yond twenty  years  aflerting  his  property,  and 
from  the  exprefs*  words  of  the  ftatute,  the 
fame  appears  to  be  confined  ftr  the  realm  of 
England.  John  Tufton  Mafon  cannot  con- 
vey but  for  his  life,  and  not  that,  being  out  of 
poffeffion,  till  he  regains  the  fame.  What- 
ever 
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ever  fruit  the  province  may  expeel:  from  his 
title  muft  be  by  proper  powers, 

ROBERT  AyCHMUTY; 

Bojion,  June  *<6,  1738. 


Np,  VIII, 


Copy  of  Queries Jlated  by  Jeremy  Gridley, 
Efq.  of  BoJionyand  anfwered  by  N.  Faza- 
KLRi.EY,E{ci.  of  London.  (Vol.II.p.  266.) 

Su    T7[  WHETHER  %  fine  jur  cognizance, 

°$ft'     V  V     &c.   levied  at  Weftminfter,  of 

lands  lying  in  New-England,  by  fiction,  fup- 

pofed  to  be  in  England,   will  bar  the  heir  in 

tail  by  common  or  ftatute  law  ? 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  heir  in  tail  will  not 
he  barred  or  affected  thereby. 

§>u.  Whether  a  common  recovery  fuffered 
of  fuch  lands,  will  be  a  bar  to  the  heir  in  tail  ? 
N.  B.  There  was  a  proper  court  in  the  plant- 
ation where  a  fine  might  have  been  levied,  and 
a  recovery  fuffered,  and  the  fervice  of  the 
writ  in  the  common  recovery  was  upon  the 
heir  in  tail  then  in  England. 

I  think  the  heir  in  tail  will  not  be  barred 
or  affected  thereby. 
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Qu,  Whether  fuch  a  fine  and  recovery 
will  bar  the  heir  in  tail  in  a  plantation  where 
fuch  heir  has  a  right  to  the  jurifdiction  and 
prerogatives  ufed  by  the  Bifhop  of  Durham 
in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  though  he 
did  not  exercife  his  right  at  that  time,  and 
there  were  courts  there  under  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  crown  ? 

If  the  facts  relating  to  this  queftion  had 
been  ftated,  I  might  have  been  able  to  have 
given  a  direct  anfwer  to  this  queftion.    How- 
ever this  general  anfwer  may  probably  anfwer 
the  intent  of  the  queftion,  for  I  am  of  opin- 
ion  that  a  fine,  or  recovery,  cannot  operate  up- 
on any  real  eftate  or  intereft  lying  out  of  the 
jurifdi&ion  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
and    confequently  cannot   bar  or  affect  any 
eftate  tail  in  any  foreign  colony  or  plantation. 
And  in  my  opinion  fuch  a  law  would  be  of 
moft   dangerous    confequence   to    eftates   in 
thofe   countries,   and  introduce  great  uncer- 
tainty and  confufion  if  the  eftates  of  the  in- 
habitants were  to  be  affected  by   records   pri- 
vately made  up  in  this  country,   which  may 
be  laid  in  one  county  as  well  as  another. 

§>u.  Whether  any  judgments  have  been 
given  at  Weftminfter,  upon  the  validity  and 
force  of  fuch  fines  and  recoveries,  and  what 
are  they  ? 

I  know 
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I  know  not  that  there  has  been  any  fuch 
judgment ;  but  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
prefent  Lord  Chancellor  was  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  King's  Bench,  there  was  a  writ  of  error 
brought  to  reverfe  a  fine  levied  in  the  common 
pleas,  andthe^rror  affigned  was  that  it  ap- 
peared upon  the  face  of  the  record,  that  the 
lands  lay  in  parti  bus  tranfmarinis,  and  the  de- 
fendant in  error  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  objec- 
tion, that  he  moved  the  court  of  common 
pleas  to  amend  by  ftriking  out  the  words  /;/ 
parti  bus  tranjmarinis,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
caufe.  And  I  do  not  know  of  any  other 
jxrdgmerrt.  But  as  to  recoveries,  how  can  a 
writ  of  feizin  be  awarded  or  returned  ?  for  the 
fherifF  cannot  give  feizin  of  lands  out  of  his 
Bailiwick.* 

N.  FAZAKERLEY. 
May  21, .  J  754. 

*  The  feizin  of  the  Lands  of  New-Hampfhirc,  when 
fold  to  Samuel  Allen,  was  given  by  the  Sheriff  of  Kent,  in 
England. 


No. 
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tfo.  IX. 

An  original  Letter  from  Gov.  Wentworti| 
to  Gov.  Shirley. 
Por tf mouthy  %%d  March ■,  1754. 
(Vol.  \L   p.  281.) 

S  I   R, 

IT  gives  me  great  concern  to  find  by  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  1 8th  current, 
that  the  intelligencies  you  have  from  the  cafl> 
ward,  confirm  the  report  of  the  Fort  the 
French  are  building  on  or  near  Kennebeck 
river.  This  part  of  the  Fiencb  policy,  it  con- 
cerns all  nis  Majefty's  colonies  tp  defeat,  as 
the  building  forts  within  the  undoubted  limits 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions,  is  not  only  a  vio- 
lation of  all  treaties  fubfifting  between  his 
Britannick  Majefty  and  the  French  King,  but 
has  a  fatal  tendency  to  difturb  the  peace  an4 
quiet  of  all  his  Majefty  !s  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  and  therefore  I  fhajl  thir>k 
it  my  duty,  if  I  can  obtain  affiftance  from  the 
affernbly,  tq  prevent  not  only  the  building 
this,  but  any  other  fort  within  the  knowr| 
limits  of  the  King's  dominions,  after  they 
have  been  defired  and  required  to  defift. 
'■-  ■  In 
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in  a  poftfcript  of  my  laft  letter,  I  advifed 
your  Excellency  that  the  two  perfons  indicted 
for  the  murder  of  two  Indians,  the  grand  Ju- 
rors had  found  a  bill  againft,  and  on  Monday 
they  were  put  in  irons,  and  to  remain  fo  un- 
til the  day  appointed  for  their  trial,  but  on 
Thurfday  morning  about  two  of  the  clock,  a 
mob  affembled,  and  with  axes  and  crows 
broke  open,  and  rent  in  pieces  the  outer  and 
inner  doors  of  the  prifon,  and  refcued  the  pris- 
oners, and  in  {q  filent  a  manner,  that  the 
neighbouring  houfes  were  not  diflurbed,  un- 
til the  itiain  body  had  got  poffeffion  of  the 
prifoners,  and  then  they  marched  out  of  town, 
firing  guns,  and  in  a  moftinfolent manner.  As 
to  the  numbers  it  is  varioufly  reported,  fome 
fay  two  hundred,  and  others  three  hundred, 
but  it  is  my  opinion,  they  thought  themfelves 
ftrong  enough  to  refift  the  town  had  they 
been  difcovered  ;  and  it  is  generally  fuppo- 
fed  the  far  greater  part  of  this  riotous  gang 
came  out  of  the  country,  and  from  the  fron- 
tiers who  will  be  moft  expofed,  if  by  their 
unprecedented  conduct  it  mould  be  the  caufe 
pf  a  war  ;  but  that  a  white  man  mould  not  be 
hanged  for  killing  an  Indian,  has  taken  fuch 
deep  root  in  the  minds  of  the  unthinking 
multitude,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  remove  it. 

I  convened  the  council  on  this  occafion, 
who  advifed  me  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  prom- 

iilng 
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ifing  a  reward  for  apprehending  the  prifoners, 
but  they  defired  to  fufpend  their  advice  on  the 
rioters,  until  the  next  week,  alledging  that  as 
there  was  fb   great  a  number  concerned,  it 
muft  be  impoffiblc  but  fome  difcovery  muil 
be  made  in  a  more  eafy  way  ;   fo  I  have  ad- 
journed the  confideration  thereof  until  next 
week,  hoping  fome  difcovery  may  be  made  in 
the  mean  time,  of  fome  of  the  leaders. 
I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpecT:, 
Sir,    your  Excellency's   moft 
obedient,     humble    fervant, 

B.  WENT  WORTH. 


No.  X. 

A  particular  Account  $f  the  Captivity  of  Mrs. 
Jemima  Howe,  by  the  Rev.  Bunker 
Gay,  of  Hinfdale,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Au- 
thor.    (Vol.  II.   p.  295.) 

July  27,  A  S  Meffrs.  Caleb  Howe,  Hilkiah 
1755-  jTjl  Grout,  and  Benjamin  Gaffield, 
who  had  been  hoeing  corn  in  the  meadow, 
weft  of  the  river,  were  returning  home,  a  lit- 
tle before  funfet,  to  a  place  called  Bridgman's 
Fort,  they  were  fired  upon  by  twelve  Indians, 
who  had  ambufhed  their  path.     Howe  was 

on 
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on  horfeback,  with  two  young  lads,  his  child- 
ren,   behind  him.     A  ball,  which  broke  his 
thigh,  brought  him  to  the  ground.    His  horfe 
ran  a  few  rods  and  fell  like  wife,  and  both  the 
lads  were  taken.     The  Indians  in  their  favage 
manner,  coming  up  to  Howe,   pierced  his 
body  with  a  fpear,  tore  off  his  fcalp,   ftuck  a 
hatchet  in  his  head,  and  left  him  in  this  for- 
lorn  condition.      He   was    found  alive   the 
morning  after,  by  a  party  of  men  from  Fort 
Hinfdale  j   and  being  afked  by  one  of  the  par- 
ty whether  he  knew  him,  he  anfwered,  yes,  I 
know  you  all.     Thefe  were  his  laft  words, 
though  he  did  not  expire  until  after  his  friends 
had  arrived  with  him    at    Fort    Hinfdale. 
Grout  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape  unhurt. 
But  GaflSeld,  in  attempting  to  wade  through 
the  river,  at  a  certain  place  which  was  indeed 
lordable    at    that  time,     was    unfortunately 
drowned.     Flullied  with  the  fuccefs  they  had 
met  with  here,  the  favages  went  directly  to 
Bridgman's  Fort.     There  was  no  man  in  it, 
and  only  three  women  and  fome  children,  viz, 
Mrs.  Jemima  Howe,   Mrs.   Submit  Grout, 
and  Mrs.  Eunice  Gaffield.     Their  hufbands, 
I  need  not  mention  again,   and  their  feelings 
at  this  juncture  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe. 
They  had  heard  the  enemies  guns,  but  knew 
not  what  had  happened  to  their  friends.     Ex- 
tremely anxious  for  their  fafety,  they  flood 

longing 
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longing  to   embrace  them,   until   at   length, 
concluding  from  the  noife  they  heard  without 
*hat  iome  of  them  were  come,  they  unbarred 
-the  gate  in  a  hurry  to  receive  them  ;  when 
lo  !    to  their  inexpreflible  disappointment  and 
furprife,  inftead  of  their  hufbands,  in  rufhed 
a  number  of  hideous  Indians,  to   whom  they 
and  their  tender  offspr ing  became  an eafy prey; 
and  from  whom  they  had  nothing  to  expect, 
but  either  an  immediate  death,   or  a  long  and 
doleful  captivity.     The  latter  of  thefe,  by  the 
favor  of  Providence,  turned  out  to  be  the  lot 
of  thefe  unhappy  women  and  their  ftill  more 
unhappy,   becaufe   more   helplefs,    children. 
Mrs.  Gaffield  had  but  one,  Mrs.  Grout  had 
three,  and  Mrs.  Howe  feven.     The  eldeft  of 
Mrs.  Howe?s  was  eleven  years  old,   and  the 
youngeft  but   fix  months.     The  two  eldeft 
were  daughters,  which  fhe  had  by  her  firft 
hufband,  Mr.  William  Phipps,  who  was  alfo 
flain  by  the  Indians,   of  which,   I  doubt  not 
but  you  have  feen  an  account  in  Mr.  Doolit- 
tle's  hiftory.     It  was  from  the  mouth  of  this 
woman  that  I  lately  received  the  foregoing 
account.     She  alfo  gave  me,  I  doubt  not,  a 
true,  though  to  be  fure,  a  very  brief  and  im- 
perfect hiftory  of  her  captivity,  which  I  here 
infert  for  your  perufal.     It  may  perhaps  af- 
ford  you  fome  amufement,  and  can  do  no 
harm  ;    if  after  it  has  undergone  your  critical 

infpedtion* 
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infpection,  you  mould  not  think  it  (or  an  a:~ 
breviation  of  it)  worthy  to  be  preferved  among 
the  records  you  are  about  to  publifh; 

*  The  Indians  (fhe  fays)  having  plundered 
and  put  fire  to  the  Fort,  we  marched  as  near 
as  I  could  judge,  a  mite  and  a  half  into  the 
woods,  where  we  encamped  that  night.  When 
the  morning  came,  and  wre  had  advanced  as 
much  farther,  fix  Indians  were  fent  back  to 
the  place  of  out  late  abode,  who  collected  a 
little"  more  plunder,  and  deftroyed  fome  other 
effects  that  had  been  left  behind  ;  but  they 
did  not  return  until  the  day  was  fo  far  fpent, 
that  it  was  judged  beft  to  continue  where  we 
were,  through  the  night.  Early  the  next 
morning Ave  fet  off  for  Gafrada-,  and  continued 
our  march  eight  days  fucceffively,  until  we 
had  reached  the  place  where  the  Indians  had 
left  their  canoes,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Grown  Point.  This  was  a  long  and  tedious 
march ;  but  the  captives,  by  divine  affiftancd, 
were  enabled  to  endure  it  with  lefs  trouble 
and  difficulty,  than  they  had  reafcn  to  exped:. 
From  fuch  favage  mafteFS,  in  fuch  indigent 
eircumftances,  w£  could  riot  rationally  hope 
for  kinder  treatment  than  we  received/  Sonic 
of  us,  it  is  true,  had  a  harder  lot  than  others  ; 
and,  among  the  children,  I  thought  my  fort 
Squire  had  the  hardefl:  of  any.  He  was  then 
only  four  years  old,  and  when  we  flopped  to 
I  reft 
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reft  our  weary  limbs,  and  he  fat  down  on  his 
mailer's  pack,  the  favage  monfter  Would  often 
knock  him  off;  and  fometimes  too,  with  the 
handle  of  his  hatchet.  Several  ugly  marks, 
indented  in  his  head  by  the  cruel  Indians,  at 
that  tender  age,  are  ft  ill  plainly  to  be  feen. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  Crown  Point,  and 

took  up  our  quarters  there,  for  the  fpace  of* 

near  a  week*     In  the  mean  time  fome  of  the 

Indians  went  to  Montreal,  and  took  feveral  of 

the  weary  captives  along  with  them,   with  a 

view  cf  felling  them  to  the  French.     They 

did  not  fucceed,  however,  in  finding  a  market 

for  any  of  them.     They  gave  my  youngeft 

daughter,   Submit  Phipps,  to  the  Governor, 

de  Vaudreuil,  had  a  drunken  ffolick,  and  re^ 

turned  again  to  Crown   Point,  with  the  reft 

of  their  prifoners.     From  hence  we  fet  off  foi8 

St.  John's,  in  four  or  five  canoes,  juft  as  night 

was  coming  on,  and  were  foon  furrounded 

with  darknefs.     A   heavy  ftorm  hung  ovef 

us.     The  found  of  the  rolling  thunder  was 

very  terrible  upon  the  waters,  which  at  every 

flafh  of  expanfive  lightning,  feemed  to  be  all 

in  a  blaze*     Yet  to  this  we  were  indebted  for 

all  the  light  we  enjoyed*     No%  object  could 

we  difcern  any  longer  than  the  flafhes  lafted* 

In  this  pofture  we  failed  in  our  open  tottering 

canoes,  almoft  the  whole  of  that  dreary  night 

The  morning   indeed  had  not  yet  begun  to 

dawn* 
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dawn,  when  we  all  went  afhore  ;  and  having 
collected  a  heap  of  fand  and  gravel  for  a  pil- 
low, I  laid  myfelf  down,  with  my  tender 
infant  by  my  fide,  not  knowing  where  any  of 
my  other  children  were,  or  what  a  miferable 
condition  they  might  be  in*  The  next  day, 
however,  under  the  wing  of  that  ever  prefent 
and  all-powerful  Providence,  \vhich  had  pre- 
ferved  us  through  the  darknefs,  and  imminent 
dangers  of  the  preceding  night,  we  all  arrived 
in  fafety  at  St.  Johns. 

Our  next  movement  was  to  St.  Francois, 
the  metropolis,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  to  which 
the  Indians,  who  led  us  captive,  belonged* 
Soon  after  our  arrival  at  their  wretched  capi- 
tal, a  council,  confining  of  the  chief  Sachem, 
and  fome  principal  warriors  of  the  St.  Fran- 
cois tribe,  was  convened  ;  and  after  the  cere- 
monies ufual  on  fuch  occasions,  were  over,  I 
was  conducted  and  delivered  to  an  old  fquaw, 
whom  the  Indians  told  me,  I  muir.  call  my 
mother.  My  infant  ftill  continuing  to  be  the 
property  of  its  original  Indian  owners.  I  was 
neverthelefs  permitted  to  keep  it  with,  me  a 
while  longer,  for  the  fake  of  faving  them  the 
trouble  of  looking  after  it,  and  of  maintaining 
it  with  my  milk.  When  the  weather  began 
to  grow  cold,  fhuddering  at  the  profpeel:  of 
approaching  winter,  I  acquainted  my  new- 
mother  that  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  poffi- 

bk 
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ble  for  me  to  endure  it,  if  I  muft  fpend  -jU 
with  her,  and  fare  as  the  Indians  did.   Lifter 
ing  to  my  repeated  and  earneft  felicitations, 
that  I  might  be  difpdfed  of  among  fome  of 
the   French  inhabitants   of  Canada,   fhe,   at 
length,   fet  off  with  me  and  my   infant,  at- 
tended by  fome  male  Indians ,  upon  a  journey 
to  Montreal,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  market  for 
me  there.     But  the  attempt  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful,    and   the  journey  tedious  indeed.     Our 
provilions  were  fo  fcanty  as  well  as  infipid 
and  unfavory,  the  weather  was  fo  cold,  and 
the  travelling  fo  very  bad,  that  it  often*  feem- 
ed  as  if  I  muft  have  perifhed  on    the  way. 
The  lips  of  my  poor  child  were  fometimes 
fo  benumbed,  that  when  I  put  it  to  my  breaft, 
it  could  not,  till  it  grew  warm,  imbibe  the 
nourishment  requifite  for  its  fupport.     While 
we  were  at  Montreal,  we  went  into  the  houfe 
of  a  certain  French  gentleman,   whofe  lady, 
being   fent  for,   and  coming  into  the  room 
where  I  was,  to  examine  me,  feeing  I  had  an4 
infant,    exclaimed  fuddenly   in  this  manner, 

*  Damn  it,  I  will' not  buy  a  woman  that  has  a 

*  child  to  look  after.'  There  was  a  fwill- 
pail  ftanding  near  me,  in  which  I  obferved 
fome  crufts  and  crumbs  of  bread  fwiming  ori 
the  furface  of  the  greafy  liquor  it  contained  f 
Sorely  pinched  with  hunger,  I  fkimmed  thenr 
off  with  my  hands  and  eat  them  ;    and  this" 

was' 
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was  all  the  refrefhment  which  the  houfe  af- 
forded me.  Some  where  in  the  courfe  of  this 
Vifit  to  Montreal,  my  Indian  mother  was  fo 
Unfortunate  as  to  catch  the  fmall  pox,  of 
which  diftemper  fhe  died,  foon  after  our  re- 
turn, which  was  by  water,  to  St.  Francois. 

And  now  came  on  the  feafon  when  the  In- 
dians begun  to  prepare  for  a  winter's  hunt.  I 
was  ordered  to  return  my  poor  child  to  thofe 
of  them,  who  ftill  claimed  it  as  their  proper- 
ty. This  was  a  fevere  triah  The  babe  clung 
to  my  boforri  with  all  its  might  ;  but  I  was 
obliged  to  pluck  it  thence*  and  deliver  it, 
fhrieking  and  fcreaming,  enough  to  penetrate 
a  heart  of  ftone,  into  the  hands  of  thofe  un- 
feeling wretches  whofe  tender  mercies  may  be 
termed  cruel.  It  was  foon  carried  off  by  a 
hunting  party  of  thofe  Indians,  to  a  place  call- 
ed Meffifkow,  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake4 
Champlain,  whither,  in  about  a  month  after, 
it  was  my  fortune  to  follow  them.  I  had 
preferved  my  milk,  in  hopes  of  feeing  rny  be- 
loved child  again.  And  here  I  found  it,  it  is 
true,  but  in  a  condition  that  afforded  me  ho 
great  fatisfaclion  ;  it  being  greatly  emaciated, 
and  almoft  ftarved.  I  took  it  in  my  arms,  put 
its  face  to  mine,  and  it  inftantly  bit  me  with 
fuch  violence,  that  it  feemed  as  if  I  muft  have 
parted  with  a  piece  of  my  cheek.  I  was  per- 
mitted to  lodge  with  it  that,  and  the  two  fol- 
A  a  lowing 
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lowing  nights  ;  but  every  morning  that  inter- 
vened, the  Indians,   I   fuppofe  on  purpofe  t<y 
torment  me,   fent  me  away  to  another  wig-' 
warn,  which  flood  at  a  little  diftance,   though 
not  fo  far  from  the  one  in  which  my  diflrefled 
infant  was  confined,- but  that  I  could  plainly 
hear  its  inceffant  cries,  and  heart  rending  la- 
mentations.    In  this  deplorable  condition  I 
was  obliged  to*  take  my  leave  of  it,   on  the 
morning  of  the  ihird  day  after  my  arrival  at 
the  place.     We  moved  down  the  Lake  fever- 
al  miles  the  fame  day  ;   and  the  night  follow- 
ing was  rem'arkable  on  account  of  the  great 
earthquake* \vhich  terribly  fhook  that  howling 
wildernefs.     Among  the   iflands   hereabouts^ 
WTe  fpent  the  winter  feafon,  often  fhifting  our* 
quarters,  and  roving  about  from  one  place  to 
another  ;    our  family  coniifling  of  three  per- 
fons     only,     befides^  myfelf,    viz.    my    late 
mother's   daughter,,  whom  therefore  I  called 
my  fifter,  her  fanhop,  and  a  pappoofe.    They 
once  left  me  alone  twTo  difmal  nights;   and 
when   they  returned   to  me  again,  perceiving 
them  fmile  at  each  other,  I  aiked  what  is  the 
matter  ?  They  replied,  that  two  of  my  child- 
ren   were    no    more  :    One  of  which,    they 
faid,  died  a  natural  death,  and  the  other  was 
knocked  on  the  head.      I  did  not  utter  many 
words,  but  my  heart  wras  forely  pained  within 

me-,, 

*  November  i8,   17,55. 
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hie,  and  my  mind  exceedingly  troubled  with 
ftrange  and  awful  ideas.  I  often  imagined, 
for  inftance,  that  I  plainly  faw  the  naked  car- 
cafes  of  my  deceafed  children  hanging  upon 
fhe  limbs  of  the  trees,  as  the  Indians  are  wont 
to  hang  the  faw  hides  of  thofe  hearts  which 
they  take  in  hunting.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  it  was  fo  ordered  by  kind  Provi- 
dence, that  I  mould  be  relieved  in  a  good 
meafure  from  thofe  horrid  imaginations  ;  for 
as -I  was  walking  one  day  upon  the  ice,  ob- 
ferving  a  fmoke  at  fome  diftance  upon  the 
land,  it  muft  proceed,  thought  I,  from  the 
fire  of  fome  Indian  hut,  and  who  knows  but 
fome  one  of  my  poor  children  may  be  there. 
My  curiofity,  thus  excited,  led  me  to  the 
place,  arid  there  I  found  my  fon  Caleb,  a  little 
boy  between  two  and  three  years  old,  whom 
I  had  lately  buried,  in  fentiment  at  leaft  ;  or 
father  imagined  to  have  been  deprived  of  life, 
and  perhaps  alfo  denied  a  decent  grave.  I 
found  him  likewife  in  tolerable  health  and 
circumftances,  under  the  protection  of  a  fond 
Indian  mother  ;  and  moreover  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  lodging  with  him  in  my  arms  one 
joyful  night.  Again  we  fhifted  our  quarters, 
and  when  we  had  travelled  eight  or  ten  miles 
upon  the  fnow  and  ice,  came  to  a  place  where 
the  Indians  manufactured  fugar  which  they 
extracted  from  the  maple  trees.  Here  an  In- 
A'  a  % 
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dian  came  to  vifit  us,  whom  I  knew,  and 
could  fpeak  Englifh.  He  afked  me  why  I  did 
not  go  to  fee  my  fon  Squire.  I  replied  that  I 
had  lately  been  informed  that  he  was  dead. 
He  affured  me  that  he  was  yet  alive,  and  but 
two  or  three  miles  off,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  Lake.  At  my  requeft  he  gave  me  the  beffe 
directions  he  could  to  the  place  of  his  abode. 
I  refolved  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  that 
offered  of  endeavoring  to  fearch  it  out. 
While  I  was  bufy  in  contemplating  this  affair, 
the  Indians  obtained  a  little  bread,  of  which 
they  gave  me  a  fmall  fhare.  I  did  not  tafte 
a  model  of  it  myfelf,  but  faved  it  all  for  my 
poor  child,  if  I  mould  be  fo  lucky  as  to  find 
him.  At  length,  having  obtained  of  my 
keepers  leave  to  be  abfent  for  one  day,  I  fet 
off  early  in  the  morning,  and  fleering,  as- well 
as  I  could,  according  to  the  dire&ions  which 
the  friendly  Indian  had  given  me,  I  quickly 
found  the  place,  which  he  had  fo  accurately 
marked  out.  I  beheld,  as  I  drew  nigh,  my 
little  fon  without  the  camp  ;  but  he  looked, 
thought  I,  like  a  ftarved  and  mangy  puppy* 
that  had  been  wallowing  in  the  allies.  I  took 
him  in  my  arms,  and  he  fpoke  to  me  thefe 
words,  in  the  Indian  tongue  :  •  Mother,  are 
you  come  ?■  I  took  him  into  the  wigwam 
with  me,  and  obferving  a  number  of  Indian 
children   in   it,    I   diflributed   all    the   bread 

which 
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which  I  had  referved  for  my  own  child,  a- 
mong  them  all,  other  wife  I  mould  have  given 
great  offence.  My  little  boy  appeared  to  be 
very  fond  of  his  new  mother,  kept  as  near  me 
as  poffible  while  I  ftaid,  and  when  I  told  him 
I  muft  go,  he  fell  as  though  he  had  been 
knocked  down  with  a  club.  But  having  rec- 
ommended him  to  the  care  of  Him  that 
made  him,  when  the  day  wTas  far  fpent,  and 
the  time  would  permit  me  to  ftay  no  longer, 
I  departed,  you  may  well  fuppofe,  with  a 
heavy  load  at  my  hearts  The  tidings  I  had 
received  of  the  death  of  my  youngeft  child 
had,  a  little  before,  been  confirmed  to  me  be- 
yond a  doubt,  but  I  could  not  mourn  fo  heart- 
ily for  the  deceafed,  as  for  the  living  child. 

When  the  winter  broke  up,  we  removed  to 
St.  John's  ;  and,  through  the  enfuing  fum- 
mer,  our  principal  residence  was  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  fort  at  that  place.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  my  fitter's  hufband 
having  been  out  with  a  fcouting  party  to.fome 
of  the  Engiifh  fettlements,  had  a  drunken 
frolick  at  the  fort,  when  he  returned.  His 
wife,  who  never  got  drunk,  bur  had  often  ex- 
perienced the  ill  effects  of  her,  huiband's  in- 
temperance, fearing  w7hat  the  confequence 
might  prove,  if  he  mould  come  home  in  a 
morofe  and  turbulent  humour,  to  avoid  his 
infolence,  propofed  that  we  fhould  both  re- 
tire. 
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tire,  and  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  it,  until  the 
ftorm  abated.     We    abfconded   accordingly, 
but  fo  it  happened,  that  I  returned,   and  ven- 
tured into  his  pre  fence,   before  his  wife  had 
prefumed  to  come  nigh  him.     I  found  him  in 
his  wigwam,  and  in  a  furly  mood  ;   and  not 
being  able  to  revenge  upon  his  wife,   beeaufe 
ihe  was  not  at  home,  he  laid  hold  of  me,  and 
hurried  me  to   the   fort  ;   and,   for  a  trifling 
confideration,  fold  me  to  a  French  gentleman, 
whofe  name  was  Saccapee,     'Tis  an  ill  wind 
certainly  that  blows  no  body  any  good.     I 
had  been  with  the  Indians  a  year  lacking  four- 
teen days  j    and,  if  not  for  my  filter,   yet  for 
me,  'twas  a  lucky  circumilance  indeed,  whiclj 
thus  at   laft,    in    an     unexpected    moment, 
fnatched  me  out  of  their  cruel  hands,   and 
placed  me  beyond  the  reach  of  their  infoleni: 
power. 

After  my  Indian  mafter  had  difpofed  of  me 
in  the  manner  related  above,  and  the  moment 
of  fober  reflection  had  arrived,  perceiving  that 
the  man  who  bought  me  had  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  him  in  an  unguarded  hour,  his 
refentments  hegun  to  kindle,  and  his  indigna- 
tion rofe  fo  high,  that  he  threatened  to  kill 
jne  if  he  Ihould  meet  me  alone,  or  if  he  could 
not  revenge  himfelf  thus,  that  he  would  (et 
lire  to  the  fort.  I  was  therefore  fecreted  in 
an  upper   chamber,     and    the   fort  carefully 

guarded, 
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guarded,  until  his  wrath  had  time  to  cool.   My 
fervice  in  the  family  to  which  I  was  now  ad- 
vanced, was  per  feci;  freedom,  in  comparifon  of 
what  it  had  been  among  the  barbarous  In- 
dians.    My   new   mafter  and  miftrefs  were 
both  as  kind  and  generous   towards  me  as  I 
eould  any  ways  expect.     I  feldom  allied  a  fa- 
vor of  either  of  them,    but    it   was    readily 
granted  :    In  confequence  of  which  I   had  it 
in  my  power,  in  many  inftances,  to  adminis- 
ter aid  and  refrefhment  to  the  poor  prifoners 
of  my  own  nation,  who  were  brought  into  St. 
John's  during  my  abode  in  the  family  of  the 
above-mentioned    benevolent  and  hofpitable 
Saccapee.     Yet  even  in  this  family  fuch  trials 
awaited  me  as  I  had  little  reafon  to  expect, 
but  flood  in  need  of  a  large  ftoekof  prudence, 
to  enable  me  to  encounter  them.     Muft  I  tell 
youthen,  that  even  the  good  old  man  him- 
felf,  who  confidered  me  as  his  property,  and 
like  wife  a  warm   and  refolute  fon  of  his,  at 
that  fame  time,  and  under  the  fame  roof,   be- 
came both  exceilively  fond  of  my  company  ; 
fo  that  between   thefe    two  rivals,   the  father 
and  the   fon,  I  found  m-yfelf  in  a  very  critical 
fituation  indeed,   and  was  greatly  embarrafTed 
and  perplexed,    hardly  knowing  many  times, 
how  to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner  as  at  once  to 
fecure  my  own  virtue,  and  the  good  efreem  of 
the  family  in  which  1  refided,  and  upon  which 


384  APPENDIX. 

I  was  wholly  dependent  for  my  daily  fupport. 
At  length,  however,  through  the  tender  com- 
paffion  of  a  certain  Englifh  gentleman,*   the 
Governor  de   Vaudreuii  being  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  condition  I  had  fallen  into,  imme- 
diately ordered  the  young  and  amorous  Sacca- 
pee,  then  an  officer  in  the  French  army,  from 
the  field  of  Venus  to  the  field  of  Mars,  and 
at  the  fame  time  alfo  wrote  a  letter  to  his  father, 
enjoining  it  upon  him,  by  no  means  to  fuffer 
me  to  be  abufed,  but  to  make  my  fituation  and 
fervice  in  his  family  as  eafy  and  delightful  as 
poffible,     I  was  moreover  under  unfpeakable 
obligations  to  the  Governor  upon  another  ac- 
count.    I  had  received  intelligence  from  my 
daughter   Mary,  the  purport  of  which  was, 
that  there  was  a  profp^ct  of  her  being  fhortly 
married  to  a  young  Indian  of  the  tribe  of  Saint 
Francois,   with  which  tribe  (he  had  continued 
from  the  beginning  of  her  captivity.     Thefe 
were  heavy  tidings,    and  added  greatly  to  the 
Doienancv  of  my  other  afflictions.     However, 
not  lonp"  after  I  had  heard  this  melancholy 
news,  an  opportunity  prefented,  of  acquaint- 
ing that  humane  and  generous  gentleman,  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  my  illuftrious  bene- 
factor, with  this  affair  alfo,  who  in  compaffion 
for  my  fufferings,  and  to  mitigate  my  forrows, 
iffued  his   orders  hi  good  time,  and  had  my 
daughter  taken  away  from  the  Indians,   and 

conveyed 

f.  CpU  Peter  Schuyler,  then  a  prifoner. 
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conveyed  to  the  fame  nunnery  where  her  fifter 
was  then  lodged,  with  his  exprefs  injunction, 
that  they  mould  both    of   them  together,   be 
well  looked  after,  and  carefully  educated,  as 
his  adopted  children.   In  this  fchool  of  fuperfti- 
tion   and  bigotry,  they    continued  w7hile  the 
war  in  thofe  days  betwxen  France  and  Great- 
Britain  lafted.     At  the  conclufion   of  which 
war,    the  Governor  went  home    to    France, 
took  my  oldeft  daughter  along  with  him,  and 
married   her   then   to  a   French   gentleman, 
whofe  name  is   Cron  Lewis.       He   was   at 
Bofton  with  the  fleet  under  Count  de  Eftaing, 
[1778]  and   one  of  his  Clerks.      My   other 
daughter  ft  ill  continuing  in  the  nunnery,  a  con-? 
fiderable   time  had  elapfed  after   my   return 
from  captivity,    when  I  made  a  journey   to 
Canada,  refolving  to  life  my  beft  endeavours 
not  to  return  without  her.     I  arrived  jufr  in 
time  to  prevent  her  being  fent  to  France.  She 
was  to  have  gone  in  the  next  veffel  that  failed 
for  that  place,     And  I  found  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  prevail  with  her  to  quit  the  nunnery 
and  go  home  with  me.     Yea,   fhe  abfolutely 
refufed,  and  all  the  perfuafions  and  arguments 
I  could  ufe  with  her,  were  to  no  effecl,  until 
after  I  had  been  to  the  Governor,  and  obtained 
a  letter  from  him  to  the  fuperintendant  of  the 
nuns,  in  which  he  threatened,  if  my  daughter 
{hpuld  not  be  immediately  delivered   into  my 

hands, 
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.hands,  or  could  not  be  prevailed  with  to  fub- 
mit  to  my  parental  authority,  that  he  would 
fend  a  band  of  foldiers  to  affift  me  in  bringing 
her  away.     Upon  hearing  this   fhe  made  no 
farther  refinance.     But  fo  extremely  bigoted 
was  (lie  to  the  cuftoms  and  religion  of  the 
place,  that  after  all,  fhe  left  it  with  the  greater!: 
reluctance,  and  the  moft  bitter  lamentations, 
which  fhe  continued  as  we  paffed  the  ftreets, 
and   wholly  refufed  to  be  comforted.     My 
good   friend,   Major  Small,   whom  we  met 
with  on  the  way,  tried  all  he  could  to  confole 
her  ;   and  was  fo  very  kind  and  obliging  as 
to  bear  us  company,  and  carry  my  daughter 
behind  him  on  horfeback. 

But  I  have  run  on  a  little  before  my  ftory, 
for  I  have  not  yet  informed  you  of  the  means 
and  manner  of  my  own  redemption,  to  the 
accomplifhing  of  which,  the  recovery  of  my 
daughter  juft  mentioned,  and  the  ranfoming 
of  fome  of  my  other  children,  feveral  gentle- 
men of  note,  contributed  not  a  little  ;  to 
whofe  goodnefs,  therefore,  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted, and  fincerely  hope  I  mall  never  be  fo 
ungrateful  as  to  forget.  Col.  Schuyler  in 
particular  was  fo  very  kind  and  generous  as 
to  advance  2700  livres  to  procure  a  ranfom 
for  mvfelf  and  three  of  my  children.  He 
accompanied  and  conducted  us  from  Mon- 
treal to  Albany i  and  entertained  us  in  the  moft 

friendly 
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jrjendly  and  hofpitable  manner  a  considerable 
time,  at  his  own  houfe,  and  I  believe  entirely 
at  his  own  expenfe. 

I  have  fpun  out   the  above  narrative  to  a 
much  greater  length  than  I  at  firft  intended, 
and  fhall  conclude  it  with  referring  you,  for 
a  more   ample  and  brilliant   account  of  the 
captive  heroine,  who  is  the  fubject  of  it,   to 
Col.  Humphrey's  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Gen. 
Ifrael  Putnum,  together  with   fome  remarks 
upon  a  few  claufes  in  it.     I  never  indeed  had 
the  pleafure   of  perufing  the  wThole  of  faid 
hiftory,  but   remember  to  have   feen,    fome 
time  ago,  an   extract    from   it  in  one  of  the 
Bofton  newfpapers,  in  which  the  Colonel  has 
extolled  the  beauty  and  good  fenfe,  and  rare 
accomplishments  of  Mrs.  Howe,   the  perfon 
whom  he  endeavors  .to  paint  in  the  moft  lively 
and  engaging   colours,    perhaps    a  little   too 
highly,  and  in  a  ftyle,  that  may  appear  to  thofe 
who  are   acquainted  wit!)  her  at    this    day, 
romantick  and  extravagant.     And  the  Colonel 
muft  needs  have  been  misinformed    with  re- 
fpect  to  fome  particulars  that  he  has  mentioned 
in  her  flory.     Indeed,  when  I  read  the  extracl: 
irom  his  hiftory  to  Mrs.  Tute,  (which  name 
fhe  has  derived  from  a  third   hufband,  whofe 
widow  flie   now  remains)    fhe  feemed  to  be 
well  pleafed,  and  faid,  at  firft,  is  was  all  true, 
but  foon  after  contradicted  the  circumftance  of 

her 
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her  lover's  being  (o  bereft  of  his  fenfes  when 
he  faw  her  moving  off  in  a  boat  at  fome  dis- 
tance from  the  more,  as  to  plunge  into  the 
water  after  her,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
wrasfeen  no  more.  It  is  true,  me  faid,  that 
3S  me  was  returning  from  Montreal  to  Albany, 
Are  met  with  young  Saccapee  on  the  way, 
That  fhe  was  in  a  boat  with  Col.  Schuyler, 
that  the  French  officer  came  on  board  the 
boat,  made  her  fome  handfome  prefents, 
took  his  final  leave  of  her,  and  departed,  to 
outward  appearance,  in  tolerable  good  hu- 
mour. 

She  moreover  fays,  that  when  fhe  went  to 
Canada  for  her  daughter,  fhe  met  with  him 
again,  that  he  fhowedher  a  lock  of  her  hair, 
and  her  name  likewife,  printed  with  vermil- 
ion on  his  arm.  As  to  her  being  chofen  agent 
to  go  to  Europe,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Hinfdale,  when  Col.  Howard  obtained  from 
the  government  of  New- York  a  patent  of  their 
lands  on  the  weft- fide  of  Connecticut  river, 
it  was  never  once  thought  of  by  Hinfdale 
people  until  the  above-mentioned  extract  ar- 
rived among  them,  in  which  the  author  has 
inferted  it  as  a  matter  of  undoubted  fact. 

No. 
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No.    XL 
(Vol.  II.  p.  315.) 
AT  THE  COURT  AT  ST.  JAMES'S, 

The  %oth  Day  of  July  y  1764, 

PRESENT 

The  king's  most  excellent  MAJESTY,* 


Earl  of  Hill/borough, 
Mr.  Vice-Chamber  lain, 
Gilbert  Elliot,  Efq. 
James  Ofwald,  Efq. 


Lord  Howard, 
Earl  of  Sandwich, 
Earl  of  Halifax, 
Earl  of  Powis, 
Earl  of  Ha r court , 

WHEREAS  there  was  this  day  read  at 
the  Board  a  report  made  by  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  for  Plantation  Affairs,  dated  the  17th 
of  this  inftant,  upon  confidering  a  Reprefenta- 
tion  from  the  Lords  Commifrioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  relative  to-  the  difputes 
that  have  fome  years  fubfifted  between  the 
Provinces  of  New-Hampfhire  and  New-York, 
concerning  the  Boundary  Line  between  thofe 
Provinces.  His  Majefty  taking  the  fame  into 
confideration,  was  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of 
his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  of  what  is  there- 
in propofed,  and  doth  accordingly  hereby  Or- 
der and  Declare,  the  wcftern  banks  of  the  riv- 
er Connecticut,,    from   where  it   enters    the 

Province 
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Province  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  as  far 
North  as  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  Northern 
Latitude,  to  be  the  Boundary  Line  between  the 
faid  two  Provinces  of  Nevv-Hampfhire  and 
New- York.  Whereof  the  refpective  Gover- 
nors and  Commanders  in  Chief  of  his  Ma- 
lefty's  faid  Provinces  of  New-Hampfhire  and 
New-Ydrk,  for  the  time  being,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice  of 
his  Majefty's  pleafure  hereby  fignified,  and 
govern  themfelves  accordingly. 

W.  BLAIR. 


No.   XII. 

Copy  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  both  Houf- 
cs  of  the  Maffachufetts  Ajfemhly,  refpeBing 
the  New-Hampfhire  Line,  December  1766, 
(Vol."  III.    p.  "is.) 

nnHE  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
JL  affair  of  the  line  between  the  province  of 
Maine,  now  a  part  of  the  Maffacrftifetts  Bay, 
and  that  of  New-Hampfhire,  beg  leave  to 
reprefentthe  facts  as  they  appeared  to  them. 

The  commiffioners  appointed  by  his  late 
Majeity,  King  George  the  fecond,  to  fettle  the 
line"  between  the  two  governments  aforefaid^ 

J\»   Do 
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A.  D.  1737,  reported  the  fame  to  begin  in  the' 
middle  of   the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  harbor, 
and  up  the  river  Newichawanock,  a  part  of 
which  is  called  Salmon  fall,   and  through  the 
middle  of  the  fame  to  the  fartheft  head  there-; 
of;  and  from  thence  north  two  degrees  weft, 
until  onehundred  and  twenty  miles  be  flnimed, 
from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  harbour  afore- 
faid,  or  until  it  meets  with  his  Majefty's  other 
governments.     Governor  Belcher,   who  was 
then  at  the  head  of  both  provinces,  in  the  win- 
ter of  the  year   1  740- r ,  moved  to  the  Affem- 
bly  of  the  Maffachufetts  to  appoint  a  com- 
mitteetajoin  with  thofe  of  New-Hampfhire, 
in  order  to  run  out  and  mark  the  aforefaid  line, 
agreeable  to  the  determination  of  the  commif- 
fioners   aforefaid.     But   the  Affembly,   after 
feveral  motions  made  to  them,  referred  the 
confideration  of  this  affair  to  the   then  next 
May  feffion.       Governor  Belcher  foon  after 
met  the  Affembly  of  New-Hampihire,  who, 
upon  a  motion  made  to<  them  of  running  the 
line  aforefaid,  complied/  and  in  the  month  of 
March,  1741 ,  proceeded  on  the  affair  exparte, 
beginning  at  the  head  of  the  eaftermoft  and 
fmalleft  branch  of  the  aforefaid  river,  and  run 
twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  into  the  country  ; 
this  was  performed  by  Walter  Bryant,  by  or- 
der from  Governor  Belcher ;  and  however  im- 
perfect this  furvey  was,  that  government  have 
returned  it,  together  with  a  plan  thereof ;  but 

the 
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the  royal  approbation  in  Council  is  had  in  the 
words  of  the  commiffioners  report,  abovemen- 
tioned,  without  having  any  regard  to  the  fur- 
vey  aforefaidj  and  it  has  been  found,  by  the 
molt  careful  examination,  that  the  river  is 
much  larger  than  the  branch  from  whence 
the  faid  Bryant  then  took  his  departure  ;  and 
this  appears  by  his  own  evidence, together  with 
Capt.  Gowing's  and  Warren's.  And  your 
committee  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that, 
by  the  plan  taken  by  Bryant,  and  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  New-Hampmire  lodged  with  the 
board  of  trade,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  that  Province,  it  appears  that  the 
eaftermoft  branch  of  the  River  afore  faid,  which 
the  furveyor  then  took,  runs  about  north  and 
by  eaft  ;  and  by  the  plan  fent  home  by  the 
commiffioners,  taken  by  Mr.  Jeffrey,  and 
which  accompanied  their  report  of  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  line,  in  1737,  it  appears  that  the 
river,  there  laid  down,  runs  north  northweft, 
(a  copy  of  which  is  here  authenticated)  which 
exactly  agrees  with  the  middle  or  main  branch, 
and  is  what  this  Province  claims  to  ;  io  that 
by  comparing  the  two  plans,  it  appears  Mr- 
Bryant  was  miftaken  in  taking  a  pond  at  the 
head  of  the  eaft  branch,  which  he  called  Lov-- 
ell's  pond,  when  he  mould,  agreeable  to  the 
commiffioners  report,  have  taken  the  middle 
or  main  branch  of  the  river,  where  was  a  pond 

then 
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then  called,  and  many  years  before  and  fince, 
known  by  the  name  of  Lovell's  pond,  and  to 
this  pond  Mr.  Bryant  him  felf  carried  our  com- 
mittee, in  1766,  and  declared  that  was  always 
called  Lo veil's  pond*  which  lies  at  the  head  of 
the  river,  and  as  thofe  two  branches  are  at  fix 
or  feven  miles  diftance,  at  right  angles  at  the 
head,  a  large  trad:  of  land  near  fix  miles  wide, 
and  fixty  or   feventy  miles   in  length,   was 
taken  into  New-Hampfhire  government,  that 
ought  to  have  remained  to  the  MafTachufetts. 
Upon  the  whole  it  evidently  appears  to  your 
committee  that  there  was  a  miftake  made  in 
the  commencement  of  the  line,  in  part  pre- 
tended to  be  run  by  Mr.   Bryant  iri  the  year 
1 740-1,  and  that  the  fame  was  not  then  run 
out  is  as  evident.     And  from  the  year  1763, 
all  poffible  care  has,  by  this  government,  been 
taken  to  rectify  this  miftake.     Committees 
have  once  and  again  been  appointed  by  this 
Court  to  join  with  New-Hampihire  in  order 
thereto,  but  without  fuccefs.     However,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  this  Court's  purfuing  the  con- 
troverfy  under  its  prefent  circumftances,  your 
committee  having  reported  the  facts,   fubmit 
to  your  honors  conflagration. 

BENJA.  LINCOLN,  per  order. 

B  b  !\  o[' 
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A  Letter  from  Walter   Bryent,  Ejq.  i& 
the  Author ',  on  the  fame  fubjeft. 

New-Market,  Ocl.  9,  1790* 
Rev.  S  I  R, 

YOURS  of  the  27th  ulf.  received,  and  in 
anfwer  to  your  requeft,  I  can  inform 
you,  that  about  1766,  the  Maffachufetts  Gen- 
eral Court  appointed  a  committee  (Col.  Lin- 
coln, Col.  Bagley,andEfq.  Livermore)  to  in- 
quire and  examine  into  a  miftake,  which  fome 
in  that  government  fuppofed  I  had  made,  in 
running  the  Province  Line  from  the  head  of 
Salmon-falls  river,  which  committee  applied 
to  the  then  Governor,  Benning  Wentworth, 
of  New-Hampfhire,  to  join  in  fuch  examina- 
tion, who  accordingly  requefted  me  to  attend 
the  committee,  and  alfo  appointed  Col.  John 
Wentworth  of  Somerfvvcrth,  a  Juftice  of  quo- 
rum, to  take  my  deposition  on  the  fpot,  if 
neceffary,  to  give  the  committee  full  fatisfac- 
tion.  Accordingly  the  faid  committee,  with 
Col.  Wentworth,  myfelf,and  about  five  or  fix 
affiftants,  went  up  Salmon  Falls  river  td 
xvhere  the  branches  met,  and  viewed  it  well, 
and  from  thence  we  went  up   the   wefterly 

branch 
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branch  to  the  head  thereof ;  and  from  thence 
croflfed  over  to  the  head  of  the  eaftermoft 
branch,  and  found  to  the  cdmmittee's  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  the  eafterly  branch  was  much  the 
largeft  of  the  two  ;  vented  much  more  water, 
and  proceeded  from  a  larger  pond  than  the 
wefterly  branch.  At  the  pond  at  the  head  of 
the  eafterly  branch,  called  in  the  commiffion- 
ers  plan,  LovewelFs  pond*  I  fhewed  them  the 
tree  from  which  I  formerly  runs  the  Province 
line,  well  fpotted,  with  the  letters  on  it,  ac- 
cording to  my  return  of  the  Province  line,  and 
the  line  Well  fpotted  from  it.  Some  of  the 
committee  thereupon  fuggefted,  that  pofiibly 
that  might  be  the  line  I  run  fome  years  after-i 
wards,  in  laying  out  the  patent  for  the  Mafo-* 
nian  proprietors; 

I  replied  I  was  ready  to  make  bath  that 
that  was  the  identical  line  I  run  for  the  Prov- 
ince line,  and  of  the  certainty  of  which  they 
might  then  eafily  be  convinced  by  examining 
the  fpots  ;  for  it  having  then  been  twenty-fix 
years  fince  I  run  the  Province  line,  and  but 
feven  years  fince  I  had  run  the  Mafonian  na- 
tent,  if  they  would  cut  into  a  fpot  on  a  grow- 
ing tree,  they  might  then  examine  whether 
there  was  feven  years  growth  ^  or  twenty-fix 
years  growth  over  the  fpot.  Accordingly  we 
inarched  on  the  line  till  we  found  a  litres  hih 
Bb3  tree 
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tree  fpotted,  and  one   of  the  company   cut 
fquare  into  the  tree  againfl:  the  fpot  to  the 
dead  wood,  and  CoL  Bagley  began  at  the  laft 
years  growth,  and  counted  aloud  twenty-four 
years  growth  in  the  grain  of  the  wood  above 
or  outride  the  dead  wood  of  the  fpot.     CoL; 
Bagley  then  turning  to  me  faid,  '  Bryent,  Fll 
fwear  for  you,  that  this  tree  was  fpotted  more 
than    twenty  years  ago/     Col.  Wentworth 
then  afked  the. committee  if  they  defired  my 
depoiition  to  be  taken,  they  anfwered   '  No, 
we  are  all  well  fatisfied  without  it' — and  there-* 
upon  we- returned.-    I  can-  add  no  more  re- 
fpedting  that  line,  only,  being  once  at.  York, ■ 
during. the  fitting  of  the  Superior  Court,  fome 
of  the  Judges  being  informed  that  I  was  the' 
Surveyor  that  run  the  Province  line,  fent  for 
me  to  come  to  their  lodgings.    I  attended,  and 
after  fome  conversation,  Mr.  Trowbridge, then 
Attorney-General,    being  pre  fent,    afked  me 
what  variation  was  allowed  in  running  that 
line  •   I  told  him  ten  degrees  ;  he  replied,  you; 
allowed  too  much  .;  and  obferved  to  Governor 
Hurchinfon,  then  Chief- juftice,  that  the  line 
ou^ht  to  be  run  anew  :  Governor  Hutchinforr 
replied,    that  it  would  be "attended   with  coft, 
and  that  it  was  not  likely  New- Hampfhire 
would  confent  and  join.     I  told  them  New- 
Hampihire  would  readily  enough  join  to  run" 

anew* 
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an~w  with  lefs  variation,  if  requefted.  They 
all  feerned  furprifed,  and  defined  to  know  what 
reafon  I  had  to  think  New- Hampshire  would 
confent,  inafmuch  as  it  would  take  off  a  large 
trad:  of  PigwacSet  Intervales.  I  told  them 
New-Hampfhire  would  gain  much  more,  at 
Dunftabie  and  the  other  towns  on  the  weft 
line,  for  the  fame  variation  was  allowed  on 
both  lines.  On  which  there  was  a  great  laugl* 
in  the  company,  and  nothing  further  faid  about 
the  matter. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  refpect, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

WALTER  BRYENT. 
Rev.  Mr.  Belknap. 


No.  XIV. 

Mr.  Sproule's  account  of  an  examination  of  the 
fouth  boundary  of  New-Hampjhire . 
(Vol.  Ill,    p.  10.) 

THE  point  at  Hinfdale,  where  the  fouther- 
ly  line  of  the  Province  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ftrikes  Connecticut  river,  lies  in  42°  43' 
59''  north  latitude,  and  the  pine  tree  from 
whence  this  line  begins,  lies  in  \%Q  41 '  2"  1 

(both 
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(both  latitudes  are  deduced  fropi  accurate 
aftronomical  obfervations  taken  by  Mr. 
Wright)  but  had  this  line  been  run  on  a  due 
weft  courfe,  deducting  the  variation  of  the 
needle,  the  point  where  it  meets  Connecticut 
river,  fhould  lie  iif  the  fame  parallel  of  lati- 
tude with  the  pine  tree ;  now  it  appears  the 
difference  of  latitude  is  %  miles  and  53  feconds 
of  the  equator,  and  the  extent  of  the  line  from 
the  pine  tree  to  Connecticut  river,  is  found  to 
be  55  ftatute  miles,  from  an  adlual  furvey ; 
thefe  lines  form  the  bafe  and  perpendicular  of 
a  triangle,  containing  59,872  acres,  which 
quantity  of  land  the  Province  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  would  have  gained, had  that  line  been  run 
pn  a  due  weft:  courfe  from  the  pine  tree,  ex- 
clusive of  variation. 

GEO.  SPROULE. 
Port/mouth,  April  %th%  1774. 
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No.  XV. 

Copy  of  the  return  of  a  furvey  of  the  northern 
part  of  New-Hampfeire,  1789. 
(Vol.  III.  p.  13.) 

WE,  the  Subscribers,  a  committee  for  as- 
certaining the  wafte  lands  in  the  Stats 
of  Nevv-Hampfhire,  have  proceeded  to  run  the 
line  on  the  eafterly  fide  of  faid  State,  the  fame 
*courfe  that  the  line  was  formerly  rwi  and  Spot- 
ted between  this  State  and  the  Maflachufetts. 
We  begun  to  meaSure  and  Spot  at  the  north- 
eaft  corner  of  Shelburne  in  this  State,  and  meas- 
ured on  to  the  waters  of  Umbagoglake,  which 
is  16  miles  and  240  rods,  then  acrofs  a  branch 
of  faid  lake  54  rods,  then  14  rods  on  the  land 
to  a  river  that  is  6  rods  wide,  and  runs  weft- 
erly  into  faid  lake,  then  meaSured  on  the  land 
1  mile  and  226  rods  to  Said  lake,  then  acrofs 
the  water  40  rods,  then  over  a  neck  of  land  1 6 
rods  to  an  arm  of  faid  lake,  then  acrofs  the  wa- 
ter 235  rods,  then  we  continued  on  ourcourfe 
195  rods  to  faid  lake,  then  acrofs  faid  lake 

about 

*  Iipi  the  orders  given  to  Walter  Bryent  by  Governor 
Belcher,  1741,  it  is  faid,  '  The  true  north  2  degrees 
well,  is  by  needle  N.  8°   E.' 
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about    2i    n*Ucs>    then    we    meafured    and 
fpotted  2  miles  and  226  rods  to  Margallaway 
river,  that  runs  about  fouth-weft,  and  is  about 
1  o  rods  wide,  and  empties  into  Amorifcoggin 
river,  a  little  below  faid  lake ;  then  we  meafured 
on  our  courfe  1  mile  and  70  rods,  and  croffed 
faid  Margallaway  river  again,  which  will  more 
fully  appear  by  the  plan  herewith  exhibited  ; 
we  continued  on  .our  line,  meafured  and  fpot- 
ted to  the  high  lands  that  divide  the  waters 
that  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrance  and   the 
Atlantic  Ocean.     From  the  north-eaft  corner 
of  Shelburne  to  faid  high  lands  is  54  miles, 
and  we  marked  a  tree  at  the  end  of  every  mile, 
except  where  miles  ended  on  water,  from  one 
to  54  miles  inclufive,  where  we  marked  a  large 
birch  tree  that  ftands  on  faid  high  lands,  thus 
N.  E.  54  M.  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1789, 
for  the  north-eaft  corner  of  New-Hampfhire, 
and  piled  ftones  round  faid  tree;  then  from 
laid  north-eaft  corner,  Vhere  we  marked  the 
birch  i  we  meafured  and  fpotted  fouthwefterly 
and  wefterly  on  faid  highlands  about  6  miles, 
then  we  run.  about  weft,  meafured  and  marked 
a  tree  at  the  end  of  every  mile  from  faid  birch \ 
marked  54  miles,  at  the  north-eaft  corner  of 
faid  State  from  1  to  17  miles  and  200  rods  to 
to    the    head    of     the    northweft    of   Con- 
necticut river,  and  marked  zfir  tree  N.  H.  N. 

'-•  —    :  -  w. 
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W.  1789,  for  the  north-weft  branch  corner  of 
New-Hampfhire,  then  down  faid  river  or 
north-weft  branch  to  the  main  river  about  half 
a  mile  below  latitude  45  °  north,  which  will 
more  fully  appear  by  the  plan.  The  moun- 
tains, ftreams  and  waters  are  laid  down  on  the 
plan  very  accurate,  where  the  line  we  run  croff- 
ed  them,  but  where  they  were  at  fome  dif- 
tance  irom  our  line  we  laid  them  down  by  con- 
jecture. 

JOSEPH  CRAMM,      1  c 
JEREMIAH  EAMES.  ]*urveyors' 

JOHN  SULLIVAN,     ~] 
EBENEZER  SMITH,  V' 
NATHAN  HOIT,         Committee. 

JEREMIAH  EAMES.J 
A  true  copy. — Atteft 

JOSEPH  PEARSON,  Secretary. 
'Pjortfmouth y  January  6 ,  1790. 
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T)efcripiion  ofafurvey  made  by  J  a  m  e  s  Gr  ant, 
one  ofCapt.  Holland's  party,  in  1773,  or 
1774,  to  explore  the  country ,  for  a  road,  be- 
tween the  upper  part  of  Connecticut  river , 
and  the  river  of  St,  Francis, 

FROM  the  mouth  of  Leach's       courfe 
river  which  falls  into  Con- 
necticut river  on  the  weft  fide, 
near  the    45  th  degree  of  lati- 
tude,  up  the   eaftern  fide  of 


Leach's  river. 

Thence  to  crofs  faid  river  a- 
mongthe  mountains    - 

Thence  to  the  height  of  Land 
Thence  to  a  pond  under  the 
eaftern  fide  of  a  mountain 
Thence  to  another  pond 
Thence  on  the  fame  courfe 
Thence  to  a  fmall  river  which 
■falls  intoMemphrimagog  river 
Thence  acrofs  faid  little  riv- 
er to  the  lower  crotch  of  Mem- 
phrimagog  river. 

Thence  crofting  Memphri- 
magog  river,  a  ftraight  line  on 
the  N  W  fide,  to  its  junction 
with  the  river  of  St.  Francis. 
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The  country  from  Connecticut  river  to  the 
Height  of  Land  is  very  hilly,  with  high  moun- 
tains on  the  eaft  and  weft  of  the  line  run,  in 
the  direction  of  which  a  road  may  be  conveni- 
ently made. 

From  the  Height  of  Land  to  St.  Francis 
river  there  is  a  gradual  defcent  through  a  plain 
country  ;  the  foil  in  general  of  a  good  quality, 
and  in  fome  parts  extraordinary  fine  ;  particu- 
larly for  about  four  miles  beyond  the  Height 
of  Land,  and  for  twenty  miles  on  this  fide  of 
St.  Francis  river;  which  river,  with  its  branch- 
es, are  bordered  with  fine  intervales. 

The  principal  growth  between  the  Height  of 
Land  and  St.  Francis  River,  is  beech,  maple, 
birch, hemlock  and  fir;  very  few  white  pines, 
and  no  oak  of  any  iort ;  many  cedar,  fpruce  and 
hemlock  fwamps  intervene  ;  but  none  fo  mo- 
rally as  to  impede  a  road,  for  which  this  ex- 
tent of  country  in  the  direction  above  defcrib- 
ed»  is  in  general  as  well  adapted  as  pofiible. 


No, 
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No.  XVII. 

A  Report'  from  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers/w-Trade  W  Plantations,  on  a 
Complaint  made  by  Peter  Livius,  Efquire, 
againjl  JohnWentworth,  Ef quire , Gov- 
ernor oftbe  Province  c/New-Hamp  shire. 
(Vol.  II.  p.  362.) 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  Maj- 
esty. 

May  it  pleafe  Tour  Majejly, 
(ETER  LIVIUS,  Efquire,  one  of  your 
Majefty's  Council  for  the  Province  of 
New-Hampfliire,  in  North  America,  having, 
on  the  ninth  of  July,  prefented  a  memorial 
unto  us,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  John 
Wentworth,  Efquire,  Your  Majefty %  Gover- 
nor of  that  Province,  and  charging  him  with 
Oppreffion  and  Mal-adminiftration  in  the 
government  thereof:  And  it  appearing,  upon 
reference  to  the  papers  and  records  in  our  of- 
fice, that  the  journals  of  the  Council  of  faid 
Province,  as  a  Council  of  State,  and  to  which 
the  complainant  referred  for  proof  of  moft  of 
the  facts  ftated  in  his  memorial,  had  not  been 
tranfmitted  iince  the  commencement  of  Mr. 

Wentworth<s 
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Wentwofth's  adminiftration  :  We  thought  it 
our  duty  immediately  to  fend  to  the  faid  Gov- 
ernor, a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  complaint ; 
and  to  require  him,  to  lofe  no  time  in  tranf- 
mitting  to  us  a  full  and  explicit  anfwer  to  the 
feveral  charges  alledged  againft  him,  accom- 
panied with  fuch  depositions  and  proofs  in  his 
own  behalf  as  he  mould  think  proper;  giving, 
at  the  fame  time,  full  liberty  to  Mr.  Livius, 
or  any  other  perfon  concerned,  to  make  affi- 
davit, before  any  Judge  or  other  Magiftrate, 
of  what  they  knew  concerning  the  fubjed;-mat- 
ter  of  the  faid  complaint  y  and  that  fuch  Judge 
or  other  Magistrate  Should  be  likewife  enjoin- 
ed, to  fummon  fuch  perfon s  as  the  complain- 
ant, or  any  other  in  his  behalf,  mould  name. 

That  the  Secretary  fhould  be  likewife  en-' 
joined  to  give  attefted  copies  (from  the  rec- 
ords)  of  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  and  of 
any  other  concerned.     And  if  it  fhould  ap-~ 
pear  as  alledged  by  Mr.  Livius,  that  the  faid 
minutes  or  other  records   were  defective,   in 
any  matter  required  by  him  or  them ;  or  that 
thofe  tranfactions  wThich  were  alledged  to  have 
paSTed  at  any  meetings  of  the   Council ,  had 
been  omitted  to  be  entered  on  the  journal  ; 
then  that  the  Secretary  ihould,  in  fuch  cafes, 
be  further  enjoined  to  give  evidence,   upon" 
oath,  touching  fuch  defect  or  omiffion. 

That; 
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That  the'faid  Governor  and  the  complainant* 
or  other  perfon  or  perfons,  mould  interchange 
the  faid  proofs  arid  depoiitions  as  foon  as  the 
fame  fhould  have  been  made  ;  and  that  twen- 
ty days  mould  be  allowed,  as  well  for  him- 
felf,  as  the  complainant,  or  other  perfon  con- 
cerned, to  make  his  or  their  reply  by  affida- 
vit or  otherwife,  to  be  in  like  manner  inter- 
changed, and  afterwards  certified  and  tranf- 
mitted  to.  us,. under  the  feal  of  the  Province  ; 
that  we  might  be  enabled  to  reprefent  to  your 
Majefty,  on  the  true  ftate  of  this  affair,  purfu- 
ant  to  the  powers  and  directions  contained  in 
our  commiffion  under  the  great  feal. 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing  directions, 
your  Majefty  *s  Governor  has  tranfmittedtous 
his  anfwer  to  each  article  of  complaint  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Livius's  memorial,  accompani- 
ed with  attefted  copies  of  the  Journals  of  the 
Council,  as  a  Council  of  State,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  adminiftration,  and  of  fuch 
depofitions  as  have  been  taken  to  fupport  the 
facts  alledged  by  the  Governor  in  defence  of 
his  conduct.  And  we  having  taken  the  faid 
complaint  and  snfwer  into  our  consideration, 
together  with  Mr.  LiviuS's  reply  to  the  faid 
anfwer,  copies  of  all  which  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed ;  and  having  heard  counfel  learned  m 
the  law,  as  well  in  fupport  of  the  complaint, 
as  of  the  Governor's  defence  ;  we  humbly  beg 

lea  ve 
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leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty  thereupon  i 

That  it  does  appear,  upon  full  examination 
and  dear  evidence ; 

Firft,  That  your  Majefty's  Governor  of 
New-Hampfhire  has,  in  concurrence  with  the 
Council  for  the  faid  Province,  compofed  aU 
moft  altogether  of  his  own  kindred  or  rela- 
tions by  blood  or  marriage,  taken  upon  him  to 
refume  and  re-grant  many  large  traces  within 
the  faid  Province,  the  property  of  your  Majef- 
ty 5s  fubjects  by  virtue  of  feveral  former  grants  ; 
upon  bare  fuggeftion  only,  that  the  conditions 
of  fuch  former  grants  had  not  been  complied- 
with,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  Jury, 
or  any  proof  or  evidence  whatever,  to  eftab- 
lifh  the  fad:  of  fuch  default, 

Secondly,  That  thefe  refumptions  have- 
been  made  without  any  notice  (except  in  one 
or  two  cafes)  to  the  proprietors  of  fuch  traces, 
fo  refumed  ;  and  that,  in  forne  inftances,  in 
which  the  Governor  and  Council  did  think  fu 
to  allow  time  to  the  proprietors  of  certain 
tracts  to  make  good  the  conditions  of  their 
grants,  fuchgrants  were  neverthelefs  refumed, 
and  the  lands  re-granted,  long  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  allowed,  and  without  any 
notice  given  to  the  parties, 

Thirdly,  That  the  faid  Governor  did,  with- 
out any  legal  procefe  whatever,  refume  and  re- 
grant 
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grant  feveral  tracls  of  larid  referved  to  the  faici 
late  Governor  within  each  of  the  townfhips, 
granted  by  him,  and  which  refervations  he 
had,  by  his  will,  devifed  to  his  widow;  and 
that  fuch  refumption  was  made  in  confequence 
of  a  refolution  of  the  Council,  *  That  the 
'  faid  refervatk>ns  did  not  convey  the  premifes, 
'they  being  granted  bv  the  Governor  to  him- 
'felf.' 

.  Fourthly,  That,  pending  an  action  brought 
in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in 
which  your  Majefty5s  Governor  was  intereft- 
ed,  and  which  he  admits  was  brought  for  his 
benefit,  the  Judges  were,  in  three  fuceeffive 
terms,  changed,  and  efpecial  Judges  appointed : 
That,  in  theftanding  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
which  firft  fat  in  judgment  upon  the  a<flion 
brought  by  the  Governor,  a  queftion  arifi'ng 
out  of  the  action  was  decided  againft.  the  Gov- 
ernor's  intereft  :  That  in  the  fecond  term, 
two  Judges  were  appointed,  which,  together 
with  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  {landing  Court 
abovementioried,  adopted  the  decifion  of  the 
former  court :  That,  in  the  third  term,  two 
6f  the  Judges  were  again  changed,  when  the 
fame  queftion  was  again  brought  forward/ 
and  decided  in  the  fame  manner  as  above  :' 
That,  in  the  fourth  term,  two  of  the  Judges 
who  fat  in  the  former  court  were  removed,' 
and  a  new  bench  appointed,  confifting  of  Ja- 
cob 
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Srieaffe  and  John  Philips,  Efquires,  who  had 
not  acted  in  that  capacity  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding Terms,  and  of  Nathaniel  Folfom,  who 
had  ferved  in  the  terms,  and  who  is  ftated  to 
have  been  uniformly  of  opinion  for  the  Go- 
vernor in  the  queftion  that  had  been  agitated 
upon  the  action  in  which  the  faid  Governor 
Was  interefted  ;  and  that,  in  the  laft  mention- 
fed  court,  the  faid  queftion  w7as  a  fourth  time 
brought  on  to  trial,  and  a  Judgment  obtained 
in  favour  of  the  Governor,  though  afterwards 
reverfed  in  the  Superior  Court  in  confequence 
of  a  Writ  of  Error; 

Thefe,  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  are  the 
material  parts  of  the  charge  exhibited  againft 
Mr.  Went  worth  ;  nor  is  there  any  other  part 
pf  the  complaint  exhibited  by  Mn  Livius, 
upon  which  any  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  us,  that  does,  in  our  humble  opinion ,;  lay 
the  foundation  for  cenfufe  upon  the  Governor's' 
conduct.  What  we  have  ftated,  with  refpecl: 
to  the  refurriptiori  and  re-granting  of  tends,  is 
not,  we  think,  to  be  juftified,  either  by  the 
plea  of  ufage  or  expediency,  or  by  the  dphlion- 
o.f  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  in  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-two,  upon 
which  the  Governor  lays  fo  great  ftrefs  ;  which 
opinion  appears  to  us,  upon  full  examination 
of  it,  to  be  confined  to  a  particular  cafe  ftated 
to  them,  not  correfponding  with  the  cafes  in 
G  c  whielt 
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which  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Wentworth  is  corrW 
plained  of;  and  that,  if  it  was  applicable  td' 
ilich  cafes,  yet  it  does  not,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  warrant  any  refumption  of  lands, 
claimed  as  private  property  under  grants  from 
the  crown,  upon  bare  fuggeftiori  only,  that  the 
conditions  have  riot  been  complied  with  ;  but 
on  the  contrary  does,  we  humbly  conceive, 
imply,  that  the  faA  of  the  default  mould  ht 
firft  found  in  a  regular  courfe  of  law.  We 
further  crave  leave  humbly  to  reprefent,  that, 
admitting  the  faid  opinion  did  warrant  fuch  a 
proceeding,  in  refpect  to  grants,  the  condi- 
tions of  which  had  riot  been  complied  with, 
which  we  conceive  it  does  not  ;  yet  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  applicable  either  to  the  cafe  of  lands 
refumed  and  re-granted  Before  the  term  allow- 
ed for  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  fettlement 
were  expired ;  or  to  trie  cafe  of  the  referva- 
tions  to  the  late  Governor,  devifed  by  him  to 
his  widow,  the  refumption  and  re-granting  of 
which,  in  manner  above  ffated,  upon  an  extra- 
judicial opinion  of  the  Council*,  was,  in  our 
judgment,  unwarrantable  and  unjuft.  And 
we  fubrnit,  whether  the  mifconducl:  of  your 
Majefty's  Governor,  under  thefe  heads  of  com- 
plaint, isnot  greatly  aggravated  by  his  having 
omitted,  from  the  commencement  of  his  ad- 
min iftrat  ion,  to  tranfmit  the  journals  of  the 
Souncil,  as  a  Council  of  State;  a  negledt  for 

which- 
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which  he  is  certainly  re fponfible,  and  by  which 
franfadtions  of  the  greateft  importance  to  your 
Majefty's  interefl  and  the  right  of  your  Ma- 
jelly's  fubjects  have  been  concealed  from  your 
Majefty's  knowledge  ;  and  the  Governor  and 
his  Council  have  gone  on,  for  a  feries  of  years, 
in  acourfeofvery  irregular  proceedings,  with- 
out controul. 

With  regard  to  what  has  been  proved  refpect- 
ing  the  change  of  the  judges,  though  a fler ted, 
in  a  great  number  of  depositions  tranfmiued  by 
the  Governor,  to  have  been  conforiant  to  the 
ufage  and  practice  in  the  Colony  ;  it  is  yet,  in 
our  humble  opinion,  a  proceeding  that,  under 
all  the  circumftances  attending  it,  is  of  a  veiy 
(extraordinary  nature,  and  does  lead  to  the  fuf- 
picion  and  prefumption  of  very  unworthy  con- 
duel:  on  the  part  of  your  Majeny's  Governor. 
And,  upon  the  whole,  we  humbly  fubmit, 

*  That  the  complaint  againfl  Mr)  Wentworth,1 

*  fo  far  as  it  regards  the  facts  above  ftated,  has 

*  been  fully  verified  :'  At  the  fame  time  it  is 
our  duty  to  reprefent,  that  the  reports  which 
we  have  received,  through  different  channels/ 
of  the  fituation  of  affairs  wjthin  your  Majef- 
ty's  government  of  New-Mampihire,  do  all 
concur  in  reprefenting  *  the  Colony  to  have 
'  been,  ever  firice  Mr.  Wentworth's  appoint- 
5ment,  in  a  flate  of  peace  and  profperity  ;  that 
1  its  commerce  has  been  enlarged  and  extend-' 
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*  ed,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  increafed  f 

*  and  every  attempt  made  to  excite  the  people 
'  to  diforder  and  difobedience  has  been,  by  the 
'  firm  and  temperate  conduct  of  Mr.  Went- 

*  worth,  fupprefled  and  reftrained.>  But  up- 
on the  whole,  we  humbly  fubmit,  whether 
Mr.  Wentworth's  conduit,  in  the  inftances 
of  the  mal-adminiftration  with  which  he  has 
been  charged,  has  been  fuch  as  renders  him  a 
fit  perfon  to  be  entrusted  with  your  Majefty's- 
interefis  in  the  important  ftation  he  now 
holds. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted. 
Signed, 

SOAME  JENYNS. 
W.  JOLIFFE.     BAMBBER  GASCOYNE 

GREVILLE. 
GARLIES. 

Whitehall, 
May  the  roth3  17730 
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No.  XVIII. 

[eport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  its  acceptance  by  the  King.. 
(Vol.  IL  p.  363*) 


At  the  Court  at  St.  James's  the  %th  Day  of 

October,  1773. 

(L.  S.)  Prefent  * 

THE    KING'S    MOST    EXCELLENT 

MAJESTY, 


Earl  of  Suffolk, 
Earl  of  Sandwich, 
¥if.  Barrington, 


Lord  North, 
Richard  Rigby, 
George  Onslow, 


WHEREAS  there  was  this  day  read  at 
the  board,  a  report  from  the  Right 
Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
council  for  plantation  affairs,*  dated  the  26th 
of  Auguft  laft,  in  the  words  following  ;  viz. 
*  Your  Majefty  having  been  pleafed,  in 
'f  confequence  of  a  memorial  prefented  to  your 
'  Majefty  from  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  Bar- 
onet. 


* 


Lords  of  the  Committee. 


Lord  Suffolk  Prefident, 
Arch  Bilhop  of  Canterbury,. 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton* 


Sir  Eardly  Wilmot, 
Sir  Thomas  Parker, 
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?  onet,  Paul  Went  worth,  Efquire,  and  Thomas 

*  Macdonagh,  fecretary  to  John  Wentworth, 

*  Efquire,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New- 
f  Hampshire,  to  refer  unto  this  committee  a 
f  reprefentation  from  the  Lords  Commiffioners 

*  for  trade  and  plantations,  dated  the   ioth  of 

*  May  laft,  upon  a  complaint  exhibited  to  the 

*  faid  Lords  CommiiTioners  againft  the  faid 

4  Governor  Wentworth,  by  Peter  Livius, 
f  Efquire,  one  of  your  Majefty's  (Council  for 

*  the  faid  Province,  together  with  feveral 
?  other  papers  tranfmitted  by  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
!  mouth,  one  of  your  Majefty?s  principal  Se- 

5  cretaries   of  State,  to  the  Lord  Prefident  of 

*  the  Council,  relative  to  the  faid  complaint  : 
f  The  Lords  of  the  committee,  in  obedience 
'  to  your  Majefty's  laid  order  of  reference, 
4  have  met  feveral   times,  and   taken  the  faid 

*  matters  into  eonfideration,  and  have  heard 
4  Counfel  on  both  fides,  And,  having  ma- 
4  turely  weighed  and  confidered  the  complaint 
?  againft  the  laid  Governor,  the  anfwer  of  the 

*  faid  Governor,  and  the  reply  of  the  faid 
4  Peter    Livius,   Efquire,    together    wTith    the 

*  proofs  on  all  fides,  and  the  faid  reprefenta- 
4  iioti  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  trade  and 
'plantations;  the  Lords  of  the  committee  do 
[  hurnbly  represent  to  your  Majefly, 

4  That  the  firft  article  of  Charge,   contain- 
{  ed  in  the  above  mentioned  reprefentation  of 

the 
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*  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  trade  and  plan*. 

*  tations,   fets  forth,    '  That  your  Majefly's 
s  Governor  of  New-Hampfhire  has,  in  con- 

*  currence  with  the  Council  for  the  laid  Prov- 

*  ince,  compofed  almoft  altogether  of  his  own 
c  kindred,    or  gelations  by  blood  or  marriage, 

*  taken  upon  him  to  re  fume  and  re-grant  ma- 

*  ny  large  tracts  of  lands  within  the  laid  Prov- 

*  ince,  the  property  of  your   Majefty's  fub- 

*  jecls,  in  virtue  of  former  grants,  upon  bare 

*  fuggeftion  only,  that  the  conditions  of  fuch 
€  former  grants   had  not  been  complied  with, 

*  and  without   the  intervention  of  a  jury,  or 

*  any  proof  or  evidence  what  foe  ver,  to  eftab- 
'  lifh  the  fad  of  fuch  default. 

c  With  refpecl:  to  which  article,  the  Lords 

*  of  the  Committee  do  humbly  report  to  your 
'  Majefly,  That,  by  the  law  of  England,  when 

*  lands  are  granted  to  a  man  and  his  heirs,  up- 
f  on  condition,  the  breach  of  the  condition  mult 
B  be  found  by  ajury,  under  acommiilion,  ifTu- 

*  ingout  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  before  your 

*  Majefty  can  feize  and  re-grant  the  fame  : 
'  But,  in  the  Province  of  New-Hampihire, 
'  there  is  no  Court  of  Chancery,  or  other  court, 

*  empowered  to  iffuefuch  a  commiffion  ;  and 

■  though  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  law  of 
«  England  takes  place  in  your  Majefty's  Colo- 
vnies,  yet  it  muft  be  always  underftood  to 
f  mean  fuch  part  of  the  law  as  is  fuited  and 

t  adapted, 
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!  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  Colony,  and  to 
f  the  frame  and  nature  of  the  conftitution  ef« 
f  tablifhed  there  ;  and  though  the  Governor, 
-  in  concurrence  with  the  Council  for  the  faid 
*  Province,  hath  refumed  and  re-granted  ma- 
f  ny  trails  of  lands  within  the  faid  Province, 
f  which  had  been  formerly  granted  to  other 
?  perfons,  yet  no  evidence  hath  been  laid  be- 
f  fore  the  committee  of  any  fuch  refumpticns 
t  and  re-grants  haying  been  made,  without 
f  proof  or  public  notoriety  that  the  conditions 
f  of  fuch  former  grants  had  not  been  complied 
-f  with;  and  no  complaint  hath  been,  or  is 
f  now  made  by  any  perfon  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
f  jured  by  fuch  refumptions  and  re-grants. 

'  The  fecond  article  ftates,  !  That  thefe  re- 
?  fumptions  have  been  made  without  any  No- 
f  tice  (except  in  one  or  two  cafes)  to  the  pro- 
?  prietors  of  fuch  trafts  fo  refumed  ;  and  that 

*  in  fome  infbnces,  in  which  the  Governor 
?  and  Council  did  think  fit  to  allow  time  to 

*  the  proprietors  of  certain  trads  to  make 
t  good  the  conditions  of  their  grants,  fuch 
f  grants  were  neverthelefs  refumed,  and  the 
'  lands  re-granted,  long  before  the  expiration 
4  of  the  time  allowed,  and  without  any  notice 
\  given  to.  the  parties.* 

*  As  to  which  article, the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
\  mittee  do  humbly  report  to  your  Majefty, 
f  That  it  hath  not  been  proved  that  any  refump- 
tions 
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'  tions  have  been  made,  without  notice  to  the 
4  proprietors  of  fuch  tracts  fo  reiiimed ;  and  it  is 
4  no  part  of  the  originalcomplaint  made  by  Mr. 
4  Livius,that  in  any  inftance,in  which  the  Gov- 

*  ernor  and  Council  thought  fit  to  allow  time 
'  to  the  proprietors  of  lands  to  make  good  the 

*  conditions  of  their  grants,  fuch  grants  were 
4  refumed,  and  the  lands  re-granted,  before  the 

*  expiration   of  the   time  allowed  ;  and  the 

*  Governor  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
4  anfwering  that  complaint,  the  Lords  of  the 
4  committee  are  humbly  of  opinion,  no  notice 
4  can  be  taken  of  it. 

4  The  third  article  reprefents,  4  That  the 
4  faid  Governor  did,  without  any  legal  procefs 
4  whatfoever,  refume  and  re-grant  feveral 
f  tracts  of  land,  referved  to  the  late  Governor, 
4  within  each  of  the  townfhips  granted  by 
4  him,  and  which  refervations  he  had  by  his 

*  will  devifed  to  his  widow  ;  and  that  fuch 
4  refumption  was  made  in  confequence  of  a 
4  refolution  of  the  Council,  that  the  faid  refer- 
4  vations  did  not  convey  the  premifes,  they  be- 
f  mg  granted  by  the  Governor  himfelf, 

*  With  refped:  to  this  article,  the  Lords  of 
4  the  committee  do  humbly  report,  That  the 
4  lands  were  granted,  but  not  referved  to  the 
1  late  Governor  and  his  heirs  in  each  of  the 
f  townfhips  granted  by  him  ;  but  being 
4  granted  by  your  Majefty,  in  your  Majefty's 

4  name, 
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*  name,  and  not  in  the  Governor's  name,   the 

*  grants  were  iufficient  to  convey  the  lands  fo 

*  granted  to  him,  and  the  Council  was  mifcaken 
4  in  thinking  them  infuffkient ;  and  the  Lords 
f  of  the  Committee  find,  that  after  fuch  an 
4  opinion  given  by  the  Council,  the  Governor 
6  did,  with  their  advice,  refume  and  re-grant 
&  feveral  trails  of  lands,  which  had  been  grant- 
4  ed  by  the  late  Governor  within  each  of  the 
4  townfhips,  as  aforefaid;  But  it  hath  not  been 
>*  proved  that  the  faid  lands  were  re-granted  in 

*  truft  for  himfelf ;  and  in  many  inftances  it 

*  hath  been  proved,  that  fuch  lands  were  re- 

*  granted  to  different  inhabitants  in  the  faid 

*  Province,  for  their  own  ufe  and  benefit ;  and 
<*  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Governor's  wi- 
'  dow  to  whom  he  had  d.evifed  the  fame,  have 
4  not  complained  of  any  injury  or  pppreffion 
>*  bv  fuch  resumption  and  re-grants. 

4  And  the  fourth    article  alledges,  '  That 
'  pending  an  a&ion  brought  in  the  Inferior 

*  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  which  yqur 

*  Majefty's  Governor  was  interefted,and  which 

*  he  admits  was  brought  for  his  benefit,  the 
4  judges  were  in  three  fucceffive  terms,  chang- 
4  ed,  and  fpecial  Judges  appointed  :  That,  in 
6  the  ftanding  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which 

*  firft  fat  in  judgement  upon  the  aftion  brought 
4  by  the  Governor,  a  (jueftion  arifing  out  of 
4  the  a&ion,  was  decided  againft  the  Gover- 

1  nor's 
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f  nor's  intereft  :  That,  in  the  fecond  term, 
1  two  new  judges  were  appointed,  which,  to- 
f  gether  with  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  {land- 
'  ing  Court  above  mentioned ,  adopted  the  de- 
f  cifion  of  the  former  Court  :  That,  in  the 
'  third  term,  two  of  the  Judges  were  again 
6  changed,  when  the  fame  queftion  was  again 

*  brought  forward,   and  decided  in  the  fame 

*  manner  as  above  ;  that,  in  the  fourth  term, 
c  two  of  the  Judges,  who  fat  in  the  former 

*  Court,  were  removed,  and  a  new  Bench 
'appointed,  confiding  of  Jacob  Sheaffe  and 
'John  Phillips,  Efquires,  who  had  not  acT> 
'  ed  in  that  capacity  in  any  of  the  preced- 
4  ing  terms,  and  of  Nathaniel  Folfom,  wh^ 

*  had  ferved  in  the  two  preceding  terms,  arrf 

*  who  is  ftated  to  have  been  uniformly  of  opim 

*  ion  for  the  Governor,   in  the  queftion   that. 

*  had  been  agitated  upon  the  a&ion  in  which 
f  the  faid  Governor  was  interefted  ;  and  that 

*  in  the  laft  mentioned  Court,  the  faid  queftion 
f  was  a  fourth  time  brought  on  to  trial,  and  a 
4  judgement  obtained  in  favour  of  the  Gover- 
'  nor,  though  afterwards  reyerfed  in  the  Supe- 
i  rior  Court  in  confequence  of  a  Writ  of  Er- 


*  ror. 


4  With  refped:  to  this  fourth  article  ;  the 
f  Lords  of  the  committee  do  humbly  report  to 
•  your  Majefty,  That  it  appears  in  evidence 
f  to  have  been  the  conftant  practice,  when  any 


or 
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*  of  the  {landing  Juftices  of  the  Court  were  ifl* 
••'  terefted  in  any  fuit  there  depending,  either  by 

*  being  related  to  any  of  the  parties,  or  other- 

*  wife,  for  fpeeial  Judges  to  be  appointed  ;  that 

*  there  were  other  caufes  depending  at  the  fame' 

*  time  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 

*  wherein  the  Handing  Juftices  were  either  inters 

*  efted  or  a-kia  to  the  parties  ;  and  there  is  no 

*  proof  that  the  fpeeial  Judges  were  appointed 
f  on  account  of  the  particular  caufe  wherein  the 
■*  Governor  was  concerned  ;  but  by  many  de- 

*  pofitions,  and  particularly  by  the  depofition. 

*  of  the  defendant  in  the  faid  caufe,  it  appears 

*  that  the  fpeeial  commiffions  were  folicited  in 

*  the  common  form  and  manner  as  is  ufual  in, 

*  the  Province  of  New-Hampjbire ;  and  the 
■'  queftion  debated  in  the  faid  caufe,  being  a 

■  mere  collateral  queftion,  not  refpecting  the 
f  merits  of  it,  was  determined  three  times  for 
e  the  defendant  in  the  Inferior  Court ;  but  be- 
4  ing  determined  a  fourth  time  for  the  plain- 
4  tiff,  a  Writ  of  Error  was  brought  into  the  Su- 

*  perior  Court, and  was  finally  determined  there 
■*  for  the  defendant :  And  the  defendant  in  the 

*  faid  caufe  fwears,  that  he,  neither  at  that 
4  time,  nor  fince,  had  any  objections  either  to 
4  the  faid  commiffions,  or  to  the  Juftices  there-' 

*  in  named  and  appointed,  or  to  either  of  them. 

4  And  as  to  what  is  fubmitted  in  the  faid 

■  reprefentation  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners 

f  4  for 
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i  for  trade  and  plantations,  '  That  the  Gov- 
4  ernor  omitted,  from  the  commencement  of 
'  his  adminiftration,  to  tranfmit  the  journals 
?fcf  the  Council  as  a  Council  of  State  f 

f  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  do  humbly 
s  report  to  your  Majefty,  That  this  practice 

*  was  begun  in  the  late  Governor's  time  ;  who 
f  acquainted  the  proper  officer,  on  his  deliver- 

*  ing  a  copy  of  the  faid  journals  in  the  month 

*  of  June,  1760,  that  he  need  not  give  himfelf 

*  the  trouble  to  make  out  fuch  copies  for  the 
s  future,  without  his  fpecial  directions  ;  and 
c  from  that  time  the  practice  has  been  difcon- 
'  tinned  both  by  the  late  and  prefent  Governor. 
'  But  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  are  of  opin- 

*  ion,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  revive  that  prac- 
'  tice,  and  to  have  a  regular  tranfmiffion  of 
'  fuch  copies  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for 

*  trade  and  plantations. 

'.Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  Lords  of 
1  the  Committee  fubmit  it  to  your  Majefty/ 
f  THAT  THERE  IS  NO  FOUNDATION 

<  FOR  ANY  CENSURE  UPON  THE 
'SAID  JOHN  fVENTfPORTHt  ESQ^ 

<  YOUR  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNOR  OF 

*  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  FOR  ANY   OF 

4  THE  CHARGES  CONTAINED  IN  Mr,- 
'LIFIUS'S  COMPLAINT  AGAINST? 
s  HIM  ;  whofe  general  conduct,  in  the  ad^ 

5  miniftration  of  affairs  within  your  Majefty 's 

1  government- 
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*  government  of  New-Hampfhire,  is  repre- 

*  fenied  to  have  tended  greatly  to  the  peacd 

*  and  profperity  of  the  faid  Province.5 

His  Majefty,  taking  the  faid  report  into  con- 
sideration, is  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  or- 
der, as  is  hereby  ordered,  That  the  faid  "com- 
plaint of  the  faid  Peter  Livius  be  difmilfed  this 
board.  And  his  Majefty  doth  hereby  further 
order,  That  the  Governor,  or  Commander  ill 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  New-Hampfhire,  for 
the  time  being,  do  not  fail,  on  any  pretenc6 
whatever,  pun&ually  and  regularly  to  tranf- 
friit  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  authentic  copies  of  the  journals  of 
the  Council,  as  a  Council  of  State. 
Signed, 

G.  CHETWYND. 


m 
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Etif raft  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  fFentworth^ 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  New- 
Hampjhire,   8th  of  June,   1774. 

(This  and  the  following  Letters  are  taken  frorrx 
the  Parliamentary  Debates ,  1 77^ . ) 

IN  my  letter  No.  59,  I  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  General 
Affembly  of  this  province  ftood  prorogued  to: 
the  10th  of  May,  at  which  time  they  met  and 
proceeded  upon  bufinefsr  I  took  great  pains  to 
prevail  on  them  not  to  enter  into  any  extra 
Provincial  meafures,  yet  one  of  the  members 
for  Portfmouth  read  in  his  place  the  inclofed 
letter,  No.  1.  to  the  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  of  Portfmouth,  but  the  Houfe  then 
declined  confidering  it.  On  Friday,  27th  of 
May,  it  wras  moved  to  appoint  committees  of 
correfpondence,  and,  after  a  warm  debate, 
carried  by  a  majority  of  two  only  :  The  next 
-morning  it  was  reconfidered,  and  carried  by  a 
majority  of  one  only,  and  paffed  as  by  the  in- 
clofures  No,  2,  and  3.  Immediately  after 
this,  the  fupply  bill  was  paffed  and  fent  up  to 
the  Council,  being  withheld,  as  I  imagine, 
for   time    to   effect    the    other    meafure.— 
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I  directly  adjourned  the  Affembly,  and  kept 
them  under  fliort  adjournments  till  this   day,' 
in  hopes  to  obtain  a  fufpenfion  of  thefe  votes  ; 
but  finding  there  were  two  letters  in  town  for 
the  fpeaker,  which,  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
moft  active,  {aid,  were  to  appoint  a  Congrefs 
of  the  Colonies,  I  confidered  it.  to  be  improper 
to  admit  their  proceedings,  and  therefore  im- 
mediately put  an  end  to  the  committees    (who 
have  not  as  yet  wrote  or  acted)  and  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  by  a  diffolution  in  a  meffage  (No  4, 
herewith  tranfmitted)  cautioufly  expreffed,  in! 
fuch  general  terms,  as  to  prevent  any  mifrep- 
fefentations.     The  mode  of  diffolution  after 
fuch  fhort  adjournments,  which  are  atttended 
by  a  few  members,  precluded  any  meeting  of 
thofe  perfons  to  contrive  undefirable  meafures, 
or  purfue  thofe  in  their  private  capacity,  thai 
were  attempted  as  an  Affembly,  which  has  ex- 
tremely difconcerted,  and  I  hope  will  counter- 
act, the  efforts  of  thofe  who  ftrive  to  lead  this 
Province  into  combinations  with  the  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,     Before  the  diffolution,  all  the 
tifual  and  neceffary  bulinefs  of  the  Province 
was  completed,  that  no  detriment  can  arife 
from  my  delaying  to  call  an  Affembly,  in  ex- 
pectation that  a  few  weeks  will  convince  thofe 
who  may  be  members,  of  the  imprudence  and 
error  of  meafures  that  tend  to  weaken  or  fub» 
tert  the  fubordination  of  the  Colonies. 


APPENDIX.  425 

No.  XX. 

Exttaft  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
worth  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  New-Rampjhire,  4th  July,  1774. 

ON  the  25th  of  June,  at  night,  arrived  here 
theGrofvenor  maft-fhip,  from  London, 
with  27  chefts  of  bohea-tea,  configned  to 
a  merchant  in  Portfmouth  ;  fometime  before 
the  arrival  of  the  mip,  it  was  reported  that  a 
quantity  of  bdhea  tea  was  expe&ed.  Here- 
upon I  took  effectual  precautions  to  counter- 
act the  univerfal  difquiet  of  America  from* 
contravening  the  acts  of  Parliament  in  this  in- 
ftance,  or  deftroying  the  property.  By  my 
defire  the  configriee  wrote  3  letter  to  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  friip,  with  directions  how  to  proceed 
on  his  arrival.  This  letter  I  gave  to  captain 
Cochran  of  his  Majefty's  caftle  William  and 
Mary,  who  effected  my  orders  in  delivering  it 
at  fea.  The  26th,  being  Sunday,  nothing  was 
done.  On  the  27th  the  merchant  and  rnafter 
went  early  to  the  cuftom-hcufe,  and  entered 
the  fhip  and  cargo.  At  noon-day  the  (hip's 
boats  came  to  the  wharf  with  twenty-feven 
chefts  of  tea,  carts  were  prepared,  and  the  tea 
immediately  carried  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  and 
there  ftored,  before  any  people  could  aftemble' 
to  obftrucl:  it.  The  town  not  fufpecling  any 
movement  until  my  return  from  Dover,  about 
D  d  ten 


4i6  APPENDIX. 

ten  miles  off,  where  I  purpofely  flaid  during 
this  firft  operation  to  fee  lire  this  event,  which 
I  fore  law   would  be  carried  quietly,  by  with- 
drawing fufpicion,  having  conned  my  plan 
to  proper  magiftrates,  who' I  knew  would  not 
be  difappointed^    In  the  afternoon  a   town- 
meeting  was  convened  upon  the  occafiom     I 
came  to  town  and  paffed  on  horfeback  through^ 
the  concourfe,  who  treated  me  with  their  ufual 
kindnefs  and  refpect.     At  the  meeting,  it  was 
reprefented  to  the  people,  that  the  tea  being 
now  lodged  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  queftiort 
was  totally   changed,    that   nothing  could  be 
done,  but  by  content  of  and  agreement  with 
the  merchant.     The  meeting  proceeded  with- 
cbolnefs  and  temper  beyond  almoft  my  hope 
It  was  propofed  that  a  committee  fhouldbe 
ehofen,  and"  inverted  with  powers  to  treat  witrr 
the  merchant.     In  this  committee  of  elevenr 
were  many  principal  gentlemen,  difcreet  men, 
who  I   knew  deteffed  every  idea  of  violating 
property  :  Men  difpofed  to  prevent  mifchief. 
The  town  alio  chofe  a  guard  of  freeholders,  to* 
protect  and  defend  the  cuftom-houfe  and  the 
tea  from  any  attempt  or  interruption,  which  be- 
ing fincerely  intended,  was  faithfully  executed. 
On  the  28th,   the    confignee  accepted  and  a- 
greed  to  the  propoials  of  the  committee,  to  ex- 
port  the  tea  to  any  market  he   chofe,   upon 
condition  the  town  fhoukl  re-fhip  and  protect- 
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it  while  ifi  (He  harbour.     ThiMhey  gladly  ac- 
ceded to>  arid  the  town  updri  adj6urnment  con- 
firmed the  proceedings  ;  accordingly  the  com- 
rriittee  and  the  confignee  together  were  at  the 
cuftom-houfe,  where  the  duty*  was  openly  and 
regularly  paid,  arid  the  tea'  again  carted  through 
the  ftreets  publicty  iri  the  day  time,  without 
rioife,  tumult,  or  itimRi     About  9  o'clock  P. 
M.  three  overheated  mariners  (two   of  them 
firarigers)  endeavoured  to  excite  a  mob,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  tea   and  vefFel   hired  to  expbrt  it. 
Whereupon  I  ferit   for  Colonel  Fenton,  whd 
gathered  a:  few  gentlemen,  repaired  to  the  vef- 
iel,  and  with  laudable  fpirit  and  prudence  they 
£erfoha11y  guarded  both  vefTel  and  cargo  in 
fafety  till  the  next  morning,  _  Qn  the  29th, 
A.  M.  the  Comptroller of  the  Cuftoms  inform- 
ed me,  that  thtfe  mariners  had  got  drums,  and 
were  afTembling  thoughtlefs  people  to  deftroy 
the  tea  and  floop;     At  the  fame  time  I  receiv- 
ed a  letter,  No.  1,  a  copy  herewith  iriclofed, 
from  the  cohfigriee,   defiring  fny  aid  and  af- 
fiftance,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  floop  and 
cargo.     Hereupon  ,  I  directed  the  fheriff  in- 
ftantly  to  fummoii  the  Council ,  and  every  Mag- 
iftrate  and  peace-office^  to  meet:  me  forthwith 
on  the  wharf  where  the  veilel  lay,  determining 
to  difperfe  any  riotous  attempts,  and  order  the' 
veflfel  to  the  caflle  :    While  I  was  going  out 
on  this  my  duty,  a  meflenger  came  to  tell  me, 
D  d  %  that 
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that  fome  magiftrates  and  two  of  the  Coutiei^ 
Mr.  Warner  and  Mr.  Rindge,  who  happened 
to  be  in  the  way,  hearing  the  norfe*  had  repair- 
ed to  the  place,  and,^  with  many  other  free- 
holders, fiJenced  the  drums,  and  prevailed  on 
the  people  to  difperfe  without  any  outrage* 
At  this  time  I  received  a  fecond  letter  (No.  2r 
herewith)  from  the  confignee,  to  the  fame 
purport  as  the  firft.  I  loft  no  time  in  writing, 
an  order  to  captain  Cochran,  immediately  to 
take  poffeffion,  defend,  protect,  and  fafely  de- 
liver the  faid  veffel  and  cargo  to  the  merchant,- 
or  to  his  orders  ;  and  the  fheriff,  John  Parker, 
Efq.  to  take  command  of  the  caftle  in  his  ab-* 
fence,  as  will  appear  fully  by  the  inclofure* 
N'©*  3.  In  the  evening,  about  half  pall:  6, 
obferving  the  wind  to  be  contrary,  I  difpatch- 
ed  a  fecond  order  to  captain  Cochran,  ftill  ta 
continue  in  the  orders  of  the  morning,  as  by 
the  inclofure,  No.  4,  Thefe  orders  were  di- 
rectly carried  into  effect,  with  a  prudence  and 
firmnefs  that  does  honour  to  both  the  officers .- 
On  the  30th,  the, owner  of  the  (loop,  the  maf* 
ter,  and  the  fupercargo,  to  whole  care  the  con- 
signee committed  the  tea,  came  on  board,, 
with  proper  cuftom-houfe  clearances,  and  au- 
thority from  the  confignee.-  Captain  Cochran 
examined  the  twenty -feven  chefts  of  tea,  found 
them  perfeilly  iafe,  and  in  good  Grder  ;  de- 
foed  the  three  lait  mentioned  perfons  to  ex- 
amine" 
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amine  the  fame,  which  they  did,  and  then  re- 
ceived both  veffel  a*nd  cargo  into  their  poffef- 
iion,  and  forthwith  failed  for  Halifax.  Mr. 
Parker,  the  fheriff,  and  captain  Gochran,  re- 
turned to  their  refpective  duties,  and  have 
made  return  of  their  doings,  on  my  orders,  as 
in  the  inclofures,  No.  5  and  6.  During  thefe 
tranfactions,  viz.  on  the  evening  of  the  37th, 
and  morning  of  the  2,8th,  I  told  the  collector 
and  comptroller,  alfo  the  confignee,  that  if 
they  wanted  any  aid  or  affiftance,  or  were  ap- 
prehenfive  of  danger,  I  was  ready,  whenever 
they  would  apply  to  me,  and  would  not  only 
iflTue  orders ,  but  in  perfon  defend  them  ;  that 
I  was  confident,  the  magiftrates  and  freehold- 
<ers  would  not  defert  me  :  But  they  would  not 
apply,  declaring  they  then  apprehended  no 
danger. 


Np< 
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No.  XXL 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  GwrwrWENTWORTH 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  New- 

f  +J~  f  \ 

Hampjhirey  the  6th  of  j^/y,  1 774- 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordlhip* 

PON  hearing  the  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence,  chofen  by  the  late  Aflembly 
of  this  Province,  had  iffued  letters  to  thole 
members,  to  meet  this  day  in  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  chamber  in  Portfmouth,  there  to  delibe- 
rate and  acl:,  particularly  to  choqfe  delegates  for 
a  genera]  American  Congrefs,  and  that  fomo 
of  the  faid  perfons  were  convened.  I  have 
conlidered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  his  Majefty  to 
life  my  endeavours  to  difperfe  and  feparate  fc* 
illegal  and  unwarrantable  an  attempt.  I  have 
therefore  convened  his  Majefty's  Council,  or-r 
dered  the  lheriffto  attend  me,  and  requiring 
their  attendance  on  me,  I  went  into  the.  room, 
and  immediately  read  the  inclofed  fpeech  to 
them  ;  afterwards  I  directed  the  Iheriff  tq 
make  open  proclamation,  for  allperlons  to  dif- 
perfe and  keep  the  King's  peace,  which  was; 
done  before  they  had  entered  on  any  buiinefsj 
and  I  expect  will  be  obeyed,  as  this  letter  muft 
be  forwarded  by  exprefs  66  miles  to  Bolton, 
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-and  reach  there  to-night,  in  hopes  to  fave  con- 
veyance by  admiral  Montague.  Whatever 
further  may  occur,  I  ihall  take  due  care 
*o  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip  as  foon  as 
poffible,  all  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted, 
dutifully  hoping  your  Lordfhip's  favourable 
representation  of  my  Ueft  zeal,  unremitted  dil- 
igence and  fidelity  in  difcharge  of  my  duty, 
may  happily  he  honoured  with  his  Majefty's 
approbation.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  moft  perfect  refpeft,  &c. 

|.  WENTWGRTH. 
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No.  XXIL 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Gov- 
ernor We  nt  worth  to  the  Earl  ^Dart- 
mouth, dated  Ne-w-Hamp/hire,  13//?  Ju- 
fy,   1774- 

THE  convention  mentioned  in  my  dif- 
patch,  No.  63,  immediately  difperfed, 
without  attempting  to  enter  into  any  meafures, 
Thofe  gentlemen  with  fome  others  dined  at  a 
tavern,  and  there  in  private  agreed  to  recom- 
mend to  [the  feveral  parifhes  in  the  Province, 
that  they  choofe  perfons  to  meet  at  Exeter  on 
the  si  ft  inftant,  for  the  purpofe  of  appointing 

delegates 
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delegates  to  attend,  and  be  part  of  an  Amen* 
can  Congrefs,  intended  to  affemble  the  ill  of 
September  next,  in  Pennfylvania  or  New^Jer- 
fey.  The  tpwns  were  defired  to  colled:  voir 
untarily,  and  fend  by  their  agents  tp  Exeter, 
certain  fums  of  money  in  proportion  to  their 
province-tax,  amounting  to  three  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  to  pay  the  delegates.  It  was 
alfo  recommended  to  the  pariihes,  that  the 
14th  inftant  be  obferved  as  a  day  of  falling 
and  prayer.  It  is  yet  uncertain  how  far  thefe 
requisitions  will  be  complied  with  ;  but  I  am 
apt  to  believe  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm,  which 
generally  prevails  through  the  colonies,  will 
create  an  obedience  that  reafon  pr  religion 
would  fail  to  procure. 


No.  XXIII. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
worth  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  da- 

ted  New-Ham pfci re ',  Augujl  29th,  1774. 

SINCE  my  letter,  No.  64,  the  convention 
of  perfons  chofen  by  many  towns,  in 
confequence  of  the  invitation  in  that  letter  re- 
ferred to,  met  at  Exeter,  and  elected  Colonel 
Folforn  .and  Major  Sullivan  to  be  delegates  for 

this 
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this  Province,  at  the  Congrefs  to  be  held  in 
Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  day  of  September 
next.  The  paper,  No.  i,  herewith  inclofed, 
is  a  copy  of  the  inftrudlions  given  to  tbofe 
gentlemen,  and  is  the  beft  explanation  of  their 
fervice  and  employment  that  I  can  obtain.  I 
am  informed  that  this  convention  collected 
and  brought  from  their  refpeclive  towns,  a^. 
bout  one  hundred  and  twenty  guineas,  which 
was  paid  into  the  hands  of  John  Giddinge, 
Efquire  (who.  they  elecled  Treafurer)  to  de- 
fray the  expenfe  incurred  by  the  delegates 
afore-named,  who  fet  off  on  their  journey  to 
Philadelphia,  on  the  ioth  inftant. 

The  committee  of  correfpondence  elecled  by 
the  late  Affembly,  and:  of  courfe  diffolved  with 
them,  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  in 
this  Province,  copy  .of  which,  and  printed 
form  of  the  non-importation  and  non-con- 
fumption  agreement,  recommended  in  that 
letter  and  accompanying  it,  are  herewith  tranf- 
znitted,  No.  2.  Some  few  towns  generally 
fubfcribed,  many  others  totally  reje&ed.  The 
committee  appear  confcious  that  their  powers 
(if  any  they  ever  had)  ceafed  with  the  Af- 
fembly that  elected  them,  for  they  do  not 
date  the  day  of  the  month,  becaufe  it  fucceed- 
ed  the  diffolution  ;  it  is  certain  they  had  not 
afled,  nor  even  met  together  before  that. 

I  think 
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I  think  this  Province  is  much  more  mode- 
rate than  any  other  to  the  fouthward,  although 
the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  is  fpread,  and  requires 
the  utmoft  vigilance  and  prudence  to  reftrain 
it  from  violent  excefs  ;  this  will  appear  by  the 
jnclofure,  No.  3,  which  was  carried  nemine 
contradicente  in  this  town,  upon  an  attempt 
fome  few  nights  preceding,  by  a  parcel  of  boys 
and  failors,  to  infult  a  wdman  who  fold  tea. 
Since  this  vote,  the  town  has  been  perfectly 
quiet,  thofe  who  had  tea  have  fold  it  without 
mqleftation.  The  inhabitants  have  now  al- 
moft  univerfally  difcontinued  the  ufe  of  Bohea 
tea,  and  I  apprehend  will  entirely  within  three 
months  of  this  date. 

The  town-clerk  of  gofton,  who  is  faid  to 
be  a  zealous  leader  of  the  popular  oppofition, 
has  been  in  this  town  about  a  week  ;  immedi- 
ately appears  a  publication  in  the  New-Hamp- 
ihire  Gazette,*  recommending  donations  for 
jBofton,  which  has  been  followed  by  a  notifi- 
cation to  convene  in  town-meeting  *  to  grant 
%  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Bofton,*  on 
the  1 2th  of  September  next.  It  is  probable 
no  town  grant  will  be  made,  and  the  meeting 
ilTue  in  appointing  a  committee  to  receive  and 

tranfmit 

*  The  publication  here  referred  to.  was  written  by  a  perfon 
whom  the  Governor  did  not  fufpeft,  and  the  town-clerk 
knew  nothing"  of  i;. 
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tranfmit  voluntary  donations,  which  I*believe 
will  not  afibrd  much  comfort  to  them,  or 
greatly  credit  the  charitable  munificence  of 
thefe  town-meetings  ;  grants  are  ahyays  and 
ever  will  be  greater  on  popular  pretences  than 
private  fubfcriptipns,  becaufe  thole  that  vote 
in  public  pay  by  far  the  leaft  part  of  the  grant ; 
as  is  ever  the  cafe  vyith  feledi  men,  \yJ19  hav- 
ing power  over  the  apportionment,  of  rates, 
probably  do  not  exercife  it  to,  their  own  detri- 
ment, and  thence  more  eafily  jqin  in  facilitat- 
ing and  augmenting  fuch  gifts,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  office,  they  have  great  influ-? 
ence  upon.  It  is  greatly  Jo  be  wifhed,  that 
gentlemen  of  property,  experience  and  educa- 
tion, coujd  be  perfuaded  to  accept  the  office  of 
feleft  mef> ;  but  it  is  impracticable  ,  if  they 
are  difintejrefted,  and  without  other  vipws  than 
the  public  good,  it  i§  yery  laborious  and  un- 
profitable employment :  And  a§_  I  have  noth- 
ing in  my  power  whereby  to  revyard  fuch 
good  men,  they  all  decline,  and  the  interior 
regulation  of  the  capital  falls  into  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  can  fubmit  to  make  it  worth  their 
attention. 

I  beg  leave  to  allure  your  Lordmip  of  my 
moft  faithful  diligence  in  his  Majefty's  fervice ; 
and,  with  the  greateft  deference,  to  hope  lor 
fuch  favourable  rep^efentation  thereof.  . 

I  am,  &c.        J.  WENTWORTH. 

P.  S. 
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P.  S.  The  inclofure,  No,  4,  met  with  very 
little  encouragement,  and  obtained  but  few 
signers  (except  twTo  or  three)  who  were  only 
among  the  lower  order  of  people,  who  figned 
before  they  were  divided  to,  and  on  the  fame 
invitation  would  fign  any  other  paper,     j.  W. 


No.  XXIV. 

Ext  rati  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went* 
wort  it  to  the  Ear/  ^Dartmouth,  dated 
Nerdv-Ha?7ipfeire  i^th  of  September*  1794* 

N  the  8th  inftant,  about  fun-fet,  arrived  in 
the  port  of  Pifcataqua  the  Fox  maft-fhip, 
having  on  board  30  chefts  of  bohea  tea,  con- 
fined to  Mr.  Edward  Parry  of  this  town. 
Previous  to  this  arrival  it  had  been  reported 
that  fuch  an  event  was  expected  :  I  therefore 
early  inftrucled  captain  Cochran  of  his  Majes- 
ty's cattle,  William  and  Mary,  in  this  Prov- 
ince, to  render  all  the  aid  and  affiftance  in 
his  power  upon  the  firft  application,  as  by  the 
copy,  No.  1 .  which  I  beg  leave  to  inclofe  to 
your  Lord  ill  ip  herewith.  Accordingly  cap- 
tain Cochran,  always  indefatigable  in  his  du- 
ty, went  off  to  the  mip  while  at  fea  and  prof-, 
fered  his  fervice.     Some  few  days  before  this 

arrival 
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arrival,  letters  were  received  from  London* 
mentioning  the  {hipping  of  the  tea  to  fundry 
perfons,  whence  it  became  very  publick.  A 
fhip  laft  week  arrived  at  Salem  with  a  quanti- 
ty of  tea  on  board,  alfo  confirmed  the  expec- 
tation of  the  like  here.  Thefe  things,  added 
to  a  report  from  Salem  that  the  people  would 
not  admit  the  tea  tobe  landed,  entered,  or  pay 
the  duty  there y  and  the  enthufiaftic  fpirit  of 
that  Province  daily  gaining  ground  both  there 
and  here,  notwithstanding  my,  utmoft  efforts 
and  vigilance,  rendered  fhe  event  of  this  im- 
portation more  precarious  than  the  former,  and 
raifed  almoft  infurmountable  obstacles  again  it 
its  prefervation. 

As  foon  as  it  was  generally  known  that  tea 
was  arrived  here,  the  difquiet  broke  forth 
among  the  populace,  and  at  a  quarter  pall  ten 
at  night  I  received  a  letter,  No.  z,  from  Mr. 
Parry,  informing  of  his  windows  being  broken 
by  a  mob,  and  deiiring  protection.  At  half 
paft  ten  I  fent  Mr.  M 'Donah,  my  private 
Secretaiy,  and  my  brother,  who  happened  to 
be  at  my  houfe,  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Parry  what 
was  necelTary,  and,-  if  any  danger,  to  offer  him  ^ 
the  protection  of  my  houfe,  which  they  did  ; 
but  the  attempted  mob  having  fubfided,  he 
faw  there  was  no  danger,  and  remained  quiet- 
ly and  fafeiy  in  his  own  lodgings..  At  three 
Quarters  paft  9  A.  M.  of  the  gth  inftant,  Mr. 

Parrv 
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Parry  brought  me  a  pefitibri  to  the  Goverridf' 
arid  Council,  praying  the  protection  of  gov- 
ernment, as  in  the  inclofed  copy,  No.  3, 
Whereupon  I  convened  the  Council  within  an 
hour,  and  received  advice  from  them  to  call 
M  the  Juftices  that  were  in  town,  and  require 
their  execution  of  their  duty,  which  they, 
with  laudable  prudence  ari'd  firmriefs  immedi- 
ately proceeded  lipbri,  and  witn  defirable 
fuccefs, 

Mr.  Parry  arid  Captain  Norman  were  in- 
formed of  theie  proceedings,  arid  by  me  t6lJcf 
at   the   Council   Board,    that   the  Governor/ 
Council  and  Magiftrates,  would,   upon  the 
leail  notice,  fiipport   arid  protect  therri  anrf 
their  property,  arid  that  we   mould  all  be  irr 
readiriefsv     At  fix  f\  M;  I  adjourned  till  nin£ 
o'clock  next  morningy  and  fent  for  the  Chief 
Juftice,   Sheriff  and  Attofriey-General,    front 
Exeter,  where  the  Superior  Court  was  and  is 
fitting.   Affo;  Mr.  Gifrtfan  and  Waldron  front 
Exeter  and  Dover,   to  make  a  full   Council, 
That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  execute  the 
Ikvv,  arid  preferve  the  public  peace,  the  Courw 
cli  fat  till  two  o'clock  -,    and  no  further  appli- 
cation made  nor  any  appearance  of  riot  or  vio- 
lence whatever.     I  propofed   to  the   Council 
to  confider  and  advife  me  what  further  was 
needful  to  be  done  upon  the  petition;    this 
was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  upon, 

an$ 
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and  I  adjourned  'till  Monday,  the  twelfth  in- 
ftant, ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

During  this  period,  viz  the  9th  and  10th 
inftant,  the  town  meetings  were  agitated.  At 
length  a  committee  were  chofen  to  confute 
with  Mr.  Parry  and  the  Captain,  who  agreed 
to  export  the  tea  to  Halifax,  after  being  duly 
entered,  and  paying  the  duty.  About  five 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  10th,  Mr.  Parry  and  Cap- 
tain Norman  came  to  me,  and  informed  me  of 
this  agreement,  and  that  they  were  obliged  to 
the  government  for  their  protection,  which 
they  imagined  was  no  longer  neceffary  on  this1 
occafion.  However,  I  judged  it  prudent  to 
meet  the  Council  oh  the  adjournment,  and  to 
have  the  Council  convened  again  in  the  after- 
noon, as  there  was  a  town  meeting  fitting,  and 
I  could  not  be  certain  of  eftablifhed  quiet  'till 
that  was  over.  The  veffel  with  the  tea  failed 
the  f  1  th  inftant,  with  a  fair  wind,  for  Hali- 
fax,- and  the  town  i§  in  peace.  'if  he  whole 
proceedings  of  Council  affair  I  beg  leave  here- 
with to  tranfnik  to  your  Lordfhip  in  the  paper 
No.-  4. 

Notwithstanding,  1  can  ftiff  have  the  pleaf- 
uretoreprefent  to  your  Lordfhip  that  this  Prov- 
ince continues  more  moderate  than  any  to  the 
fouthward  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  truth  re- 
quires me  to  fuggeft,  that  the  union  of  the 
Colonies  in  fentiment  is  not  divided  nor  loft  in 

New-Hampftiire, 
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New-Hampihire,  although  they  have  hither- 
to been  pie  vailed  upon  to  abftain  from  a6ts.,ot 
general  violence  and  outrage,  and  the  laws 
have  their  courfe.  How  long  it  will  remain 
fo  is  impoflible  to  forefee  ;  I  eonfefs  much 
good  may  not  reafonably  be  counted  upon, 
while  the  unhappy  diilractions  in  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  bay  gain  ground  and  fpread  with 
inch  violence  as  cannot  but  be  extremely  de- 
plored by  every  eonfiderate  man. 


•     No.  XXV. 

Ext  raff  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went-? 
worth  to  the  Earl  ^/Dartmouth,  dat~ 
ed  Ne-w-HampJJjire,   i$t/j  November,  1774* 

T  an  adjournment  of  a  town  meeting  in 
Pbrtfniouth,  in  Oclober  Iaft,  fifty-two' 
voters  reconfidered  a  vote  of  fifty-fix  voters  in 
a  previous  meeting,-  "not  to  grant  the  town1 
monies  for  a  donation  to  Bofton  ;  but  that  a 
voluntary  fubfeription  be  opened  for  that  pur- 
pofe."  This  leffer  number  granted  two  hun- 
dred  pounds  proclamation  money,  which  is 
hear  four  times  their  Province  tax.. 

They  alio  proceeded  to  choofe  a  committee 
of  forty-five  perfons,  chiefly  out  of  the  num- 
ber 
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ber  then  prefent,  who  ftile  themfelves,  <c  A 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. "  I  hear  one 
half  the  number  refufed  to  acl:.  The  remain- 
der convened  together,  and  prevailed  on  Mr. 
Wentworth,  an  old  gentleman  of  feventy- 
eight  years,  and  lately  extremely  impaired  by 
frequent  epileptic  fits,  to  be  their  chairman. 
General  Gage  having  defired  me  to  furnifli 
forhe  carpenters  to  build  and  prepare  quarters 
for  his  Majefty's  troops  in  Bolton,  the  carpen- 
ters there  being  withdrawn,  and  the  fervice 
much  diftrefled  ;  I  immediately  engaged  and 
fent  him  a  party  of  able  men,  which  arrived 
to  the  General,  and  are  very  ufefuL  How- 
ever, this  committee  confidered  it  as  Very  ob- 
noxious, and  chofe  a  fub-committee  from  a- 
mong  their  acting  members,  to  draw  up  re- 
folves  relative  to  this  matter,  which  I  am  in- 
formed they  did*  and  were  accordingly  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  inclofed  New-Hampfhire  Ga- 
zette, No.  940,  which  excited  the  defigned 
madnefs  through  the  interior  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince, and  folely  gave  rife  to  the  proceedings  at 
Rochefter,  as  publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  No; 
9421,  herewith  tranfmitted.  Indeed,  had  not 
the  Rochefter  committee  acted  with  great  pru- 
dence, and  confented  to  call  Mr.  Auftin  be- 
fore them,  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended  ve- 
ry effential  outrages  would  have  been  commit- 
ted on  his  eftate,  and  his  perfon  endangered 
through  the  violence  of  a  deluded  populace. 
E  e  From 
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From  thefe   motives   only  were   thofe  three 
gentlemen  in  Rochefter  prevailed  on  to  act  in 
a  bufinefs  the  whole  of  which  they  publicly 
difapproved,  but  had  not  power  to  fupprefs. 
During  thefe  agitations  Captain  Holland,  by 
defire   of  Brigadier   General   Robinfon,   had 
purchafed  fome  blankets  for  the  army.     The 
committee  forbad  him  to  fhip  any,  and  he  im- 
mediately fent    them  all  to  my  houfe  for  fafe- 
ty,  whence  I  directly  Hupped  them  for  Bof- 
ton,  and  they  are  fafely  delivered.     In  the 
counties  of  Hillfborough  and  Chefhire  I  have 
heard  there  have  been  feveral  reprehenfible  vi- 
olences committed,  under  popular  pretences  of 
liberty  ;   neverthelefs   I   took  fuch  meafures, 
that,  I  am  informed  by  the  magiftrates  of  thofe 
counties,  the  difficulties  begin  to  fubfide.    But 
I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  any  reafonable 
hopes  of  the  legal  eftablifhment  of  the  powers 
of  government  in  this  Province,  until  they  are 
effectually  reftored  in  the  Maflachufetts  Bay. 
I  have  been  fuccefsful  in  prevailing  on  foldiers 
deferted  from  the  King's  troops  at  Bofton,  to 
return  to  their  duty,  through  the  fpirited  and 
prudent  activity  of  Major  Thompfon,  a  mili- 
tia officer  of  New-Hampfhire,   whofe  man- 
agement,   the    General   writes   me,    promiies 
further  fuccefs*     The  town  of  Exeter  have 
followed    the  example   of  Portfmouth,    and 
granted  one  hundred  pounds  to  Bofton,  and  I 
apprehend  many  other  towns  will  do  the  like. 

No, 
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No.  XXVI. 

&xtrafi  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
worth,  to  the  Earl  of  'Dartmouth,  aiafa 
ed  New-Hampjhire,  December  2,  1774- 


t 


HE  forming  a  Continental  Congrefs  was 
fo  univerfally  adopted  by  the  other  Col- 
onies, that  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  this 
Province  from  joining  therein  *  and  accepting 
the  meafures  recommended,  which  are  receiv- 
ed implicitly  :  So  great  is  the  prefent  delu- 
iion,  that  mod  people  receive  them  as  mat- 
ters of  obedierice,  not  of  considerate  examina- 
tion, whereon  they  may  exercife  their  own 
judgment.  Accordingly  on  their  nrft  publica- 
tion, the  acting  part  of  the  committee  mention- 
ed in  my  difpatch,  No.  69,  forbad  an  exporta- 
tion of  fifty  fheep,  the  adventure  of  a  fhip- 
tnafter,  bound  to  the  Weft-Indies,  arid  caufed 
him,  at  fome  lofs,  to  difpofe  of  his  fheep,  and 
Unlade  the  provifion  made  for  them. 

This  day  the  Provincial  committee  nomi- 
nated at  Exeter  by  the  electors  of  the  dele- 
gates td  the  Congrefs,  have  publifhed  their 
mandate,  herewith  enclofed,  for  a  general  fub- 
rniffion  to  the  refolves  of  the  Congrefs,  fign- 
E  e  2  ed 
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ed  by  their  chairman,  who  was  fpeaker  in  the 
late  General  Affembly. 

It  is  much  to  be  wiflied  the  Colonies  had 
purfued  the  mode  of  reprefentation  your  Lord- 
fhfp  is  pleated  to  mention.  At  prefent,  I  ap- 
prehend, the  refpective  Affemblies  will  em- 
brace the  firfl  hour  of  their  meeting,  formally 
to  recognife  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs, 
and  if  they  fhould  fuperadd,  it  will  not  prob- 
ably be  lefs  violent  than  the  example  which 
will  be  their  foundation. 


No.  XXVII. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  We  NT  worth 
to  Governor  Gage,  Dated  \^fh  of  Decern* 
ber,  1-774* 

Portfmorrthj  New-Hampfhire. 

S  I   R, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excel- 
lency ys  letter  of  the  19th  inft.  with  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  were 
both  delivered  to  me  on  Monday  evening  laft 
by  Mr.  Whiting. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern  I  am  called 
upon  by  my  duty  to  the  King,  to  communi- 
cate to  your  Excellency  a  moft  unhappy  affair' 
perpetrated  here  this  day. 

Yefterda^ 
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Yefterday  in  the  afternoon,  Paul  Revere  ar- 
rived  in  this  town,  exprefs  from  the  commit- 
tee in  Bofton  to  another  committee  in  this 
town,  and  delivered  his  difpatch  to  Mr.'  Sam- 
uel Cutts,  merchant  of  this  town,  who  im- 
mediately convened  the  committee  of  which 
he  is  one,  and,  as  I  learn,  laid  it  before  them. 
This  day  before  noon,  before  any  fufpicions 
could  be  had  of  their  intentions,  about  four 
hundred  men  were  collected  together,  and  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  his  Majefty's  Caftle, 
William  and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  this  har- 
bour, and  forcibly  took  poffeffion  thereof  s 
notwithftanding  the  beft  defence  that  could  be 
made  by  Captain  Cochran  (whofe  conduct  has 
been  extremely  laudable,  as  your  Excellency 
will  fee  by  the  enclofed  letter  from  him)  and 
by  violence  carried  away  upwards  of  ioo  bar- 
rels of  powder  belonging  to  the  King,  depoiit- 
ed  in  the  caftle.  1  am  informed  that  ex- 
preiles  have  been  circulated  through  the  neio-h- 
bourmg  towns,  to  collect  a  number  of  people 
to-morrow,  or  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  carry  a- 
way  all  the  cannon  and  arms  belonging  to  the 
caftle,  which  they  will  undoubtedly  effect,  un- 
lefs  fome  affiftance  ihould  arrive  from  Bofton 
in  time  to  prevent  it.  This  event  too  plainly 
proves  the  imbecility  of  this  government  to 
-carry  into  execution  his  Majefty's  order  in 
Council,   for  feizing  and  detaining  arms  and 

ammunition 
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ammunition  imported  into  this  Province, 
without  fome  {trong  mips  of  war  in  this  har-r 
bour  :  Neither  is  the  Province  or  cujlom- 
houfe-treafury  in  any  degree  fafe;  if  it  mould 
come  into  the  mind  of  the  popular  leaders  to 
feize  upon  them. 

The  principal  perfons  who  took  the  lead  in 
this  enormity  a^e  well  known.  Upon  the 
beft  information  I  can  obtain,  this  mifchief 
originates  from  the  publiming  the  Secretary  of 
State's  letter,  and  the  King's  order  in  Council 
at  Rhode  Ifland,  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  military  ftores  from  Great  Britain,  and  the 
proceedings  in  that  Colony  in  confequence  of 
it,  which  have  been  puhlifhed  here  by  the  fore- 
mentioned  Mr.  Revere,  and  the  difpatch 
brought,  before  which  all  was  perfectly  quiet 
and  peaceable  here.         I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  WENTWORTH. 


No. 
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No.  XXVIII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cochran,  Com- 
mander of  Fort  William  and  Mary,  in  New- 
Hampfoire ,  to  Governor  We  ntworth,  dat- 
ed the  14//&  of  December,  1774, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I  RECEIVED  your  Excellency's  favour  of 
yefterday,  and  in  obedience  thereto  kept  a 
ftricT:  watch  all  night,  and  added  two  men  to 
my  ufual  number,  being  all  I  could  get.  Noth- 
ing material  occurred  till  this  day  one  o'clock, 
when  I  was  informed,  there  was  a  number  of 
people  coming  to  take  polfeffion  of  the  Fort, 
upon  which,  having  only  five  effective  men 
with  me,  I  prepared  to  make  the  beft  defence  I 
could,  and  pointed  fome  guns  to  thofe  places 
where  I  expected  they  would  enter.     About 
three  o'clock  the  Fort  was  befet  pn  all  fides  bv 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men.     I  told  them, 
on  their  peril  not  to  enter  :  They  replied  they 
would.       I   immediately   ordered   three  four 
pounders  to  be  fired  on   them,  and  then  the 
fmall  arms,  and  before  we  could  be  ready  to 
fire  again,  we  were  ftormed  on  all  quarters, 
andrthey  immediately  fecured  both  me  and 

my 
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my  men,  and  kept  us  prifoners  about  onehou? 
and  a  half,  during  which  time  they  broke  op- 
en the  powder-houfe,  and  took  all  the  powder 
away  except  one  barrel,  and  having  put  it  in- 
to boats  and  fent  it  off,  they  releafed  me  from 
my  confinement.  To  which  can  only  add, 
that  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  defend  the  fort, 
but  all  my  efforts  could  not  avail  againft  fa 
great  a  number.  I  am  your  Excellency's,  &c. 
(Signed) 

JOHN  COCHRAN. 


No.  XXIX. 

Copy  of  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Wentworth,  to  Governor  Gage,  dated 
V  or  if  mouth,  New-Hampjhire,  the  16  th  of 
December,  1774, 

.N  Wednelday  laft  after  twelve  o'clock, 
an  infurredtion  fuddenly  took  place  in 
this  town,  and  immediately  procceeded  to 
his  Majefty's  caftle,  attacked,  overpowered, 
wounded  and  confined  the  Captain,  and  thence 
took  away  all  the  King's  powder.  Yefterday 
numbers  more  affembled,  and  laft  night 
brought  off  many  cannon,  &c.  and  about  fixty 
mufkets.     This  day  the  town  is  full  of  armed 

men  a 
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men,  who  refufe  todifperfe,  but  appear  deter- 
mined to  compleat  the  difmantling  the  fortrefs 
intirely.  Hitherto  the  people  abftain  from 
private  or  perfonal  injuries  ;  how  long  they 
will  befo  prevailed  on,  it  is  impoflihle  to  fay, 
I  moft  fincerely  lament  the  prefent  diffractions 
which  feem  to  have  burft  forth  by  means  of  a 
letter  from  William  Cooper  to  Samuel  Cutts, 
delivered  here  on  Tuefday  laft,  P.  M.  by 
Paul  Revere.  I  have  not  time  to  add  further 
on  this  melancholy  fubject. 

P.  S.  The  populace  threaten  to  abufe  Colo- 
nel Fenton,  becaufe  he  has  to  them  declared 
the  folly  of  their  conduct,  and  that  he  will  do 
his  duty  as  a  Juflice  in  executing  the  laws, 
They  will  never  prevail  on  him  to  retract,  if 
all  the  men  in  the  Province  attack  him.  If  I 
had  had  two  hundred  fuch  men,  the  caftle  and 
all  therein  would  yet  have  been  fafe.  At  this 
moment  the  heavy  cannon  are  not  carried  off, 
but  how  fopn  they  may  be,  I  cannot  fay. 

No. 
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No.  XXX. 

The  publication  in  the  New-Hamp/hire  Gazette 
referred  to  in  No.  XXIII. 

To   the  INHABITANTS  of  the  Pro- 
vince or  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Re?nember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as  bound 
with  them,  and  them  thatfuffer  adverfity,  as 
being  yourf elves  alfo  in  the  body. 

Let  us  conjider  one  another  to  provoke  to  love 
and  to  good  works, 

MY  DEAR  BRETHREN, 

(UR  late  Houfe  of  Deputies,  which  met 
at  Exeter,  having  recommended  it  to 
the  feveral  towns  in  this  Province,  to  confide 
er  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  our  poor  oppreff- 
ed  Brethren  in  Bofton,  who  are  fuffering  the 
rigour  of  a  cruel  and  unjuft  Aft  of  Parliament 
which  deprives  them  of  the  means  of  fubfift- 
ence  for  an  indefinite  time,  and  lend  them 
what  help  we  can  afford,  to  fupport  them  in 
their  fufferings  :  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
you  fome  considerations,  which  may  ferve  to 
fhew  you  not  how  much  they  need  (for  that 

your 
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your  own  humanity  muft  inform  you)   but 
how  much  they  deferve  your  affiftance. 

The  people  of  that  Town  and  Colony  have 
ever  been  remarkable  for  their  humanity   and 
generofity  to  the  diftreffed.     Their  bounty  has 
been   extended  to  Jamaica,  Nevis,   Carolina 
and  other  places  which  have  fufferedby  fires, 
hurricanes,  earthquakes  and  other  calamities, 
yea,  London  itfelf  has  experienced  their  kind^ 
nefs,  when  by  the  fire  in  1666,  great  numbers 
there  were  reduced  to  poverty.     To  their  ten- 
der and  benevolent  hand  this  Province  in  par- 
ticular is  greatly  indebted  if  not  for  its  exift- 
ence,  yet  certainly  for  its  protection  and  fup- 
port,  both  in  matters  of  civil  government  and 
in  the  furious  Indian  Wars  during  thofe  forty 
years  we  were  united  to  that  Colony.     The 
fettlements  here  muft  have  been  broken  up  had 
we  been  left  to  ftand  alone,  vexed  as  we  were 
by  inteftine  divifions  and  the  want  of  an  or- 
derly government,  labouring  under  poverty,  and 
attacked  by  a  favage  enemy  whofe  tender  mer- 
cies were  cruelty.     The  fenfe  of  their  kind- 
nefs  was  moft  gratefully  expreffed  in  a  letter 
written  by  Prefident   Cutts  and  his  Council 
in  1680,  to  that  Colony,  upon  the  feparation 
which  then  took  place  by  the  King's  Authori- 
ty.    And  fince  that  time,  everyone  that  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftate  of  this  Province,  knows 
that  it  owes  much  of  its  importance  to  the 

neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Maffachufetts  govern- 
ment. 

Though  the  Town  of  Bofton  have  them- 
felves  fuffered  greatly  by  fires,  and  by  the  fre- 
quent fpreading  of  the  fmall  pox  among  them, 
yet  they  have  always  been  at  a  prodigious  ex- 
penfe  in  fupporting  the  poor,  moll  of  whom 
are  not  natives  of  the  place,  but  ftrangers,  who 
have  fallen  in  among  them.  For  feveral  years 
paft,  as  I  have  it  from  the  beft  authority,  their 
annual  poor's  bill  has  amounted  to  about  two 
thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  befides  which,  there 
is  a  voluntary  quarterly  contribution  for  the 
poor  at  a  public  evening-lecture  in  Faneuil- 
HalL 
Diftreffed  perfons  of  all  forts  have  ever  found 
Bofton  the  beft  place  to  go  to  for  relief.  Prif- 
oneis  of  war  have  there  found  the  kindeft 
treatment,  and  returned  captives  have  been  re- 
ceived with  the  tenderer!  commiferation.  Mr. 
Williams  of  Deerfield,  in  the  narrative  of  his 
captivity,  bears  them  this  teftimony,   *  The 

*  charity  of  the    w7hole   country  of  Canada, 

*  though  moved  with  the  doctrine  of  merit, 

*  does  not  come  up  to  the  charity  of  Bofton 

*  alone,  where  notions  of  merit  are  rejected. " 

Now,  ill  all  fuch  a  people  as  this  fuffer  un- 
pitied,  unaffifted  ?  He  who  hath  eftablifhed 
this  rule  ■  The  liberal  devifeth  liberal  things, 

*  and  by  liberal  things  he  fhallftand/  has  dif- 

pofed 


APPENDIX.  453 

pofed  the  hearts  of  out  brethren  in  the  fou~ 
thern  Colonies  to  contribute  handfomely  al- 
ready, and  when  the  crops  come  in,  weexpe<5t 
they  will  do  much  more.  And  (hall  not  we, 
though  our  ability  is  but  fmall  in  proportion 
to  theirs,  do  what  we  can  to  enable  our  breth- 
ren, who  are  foremoft  in  the  conflict,  fa 
maintain  the  caufe  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
by  a  firm  and  manly  perfeverance  ?  Will  not 
fuch  communications  of  charity  ftrengthen  the 
bonds  of  fociety,  and  endear  us  to  each  other  ? 
And  when  a  firm  union  is  thus  cemented, 
happy  in  our  mutual  affection*  in  the  increafed 
cultivation  of  our  lands,  in  our  frugality  and 
economy,  we  mall  fecurely  bid  defiance  to  all 
the  enemies  of  our  peace,  and,  leave  this  land 
of  LIBERTY  a  facred  legacy  to  pofterity. 
*  Terra — potensarmis,  at  que  uheregkbce* 

AMICUS  PATRIAE, 


Ha* 
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No.  XXXI. 

On  the  migration  of  Fijhes .  ( Vol .  III.  p.  176.) 
A  lettet  from  the  Hon,  General  Lincoln 
to  the  Author. 

Hingham,  Dec.  12,  1791 . 
Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

SINCE  I  faw  you  laft,  I  have  found  fome 
parts  of  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Little,  with  a  defign  to  convince  him, 
that  the  river  fifh  never  forfake  the  waters  in 
which  they  were  fpawned,  unlefs  fome  un- 
natural obftructions  are  thrown  in  their  way  : 
That  when  obftruct:ed,  they  do  not  feek  new 
fources  in  which  they  may  lodge  their  fpawn ; 
but  that  they  are  fo  ftrongly  allured  to  the 
fame  rout,  that  they  annually  return  to  their 
natural  river,  preiling  conftantly  for  a  paffage 
into  their  mother  pond.  That  the  quiet 
waters  of  the  lake  can  alone  give  that  nourifh- 
ment  and  protection  necefTary  to  the  exiftence 
of  the  egg  ;  the  prefervation  of  which  is  in- 
difpenfible,  if  an  extinction  of  the  fchull  is  to' 
be  prevented. 

The  practice  is  not  novel  in  this  State,  when 
from  fome  unnatural  obftrudtions,  the  fifh 
have  been  totally  expelled  from  a  river,  to  re- 

eftablifh  them  in  their  former  numbers.     A- 

bout 
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bout  fifty  years  fince,  it  was  known,  that  at 
the  fifft  fettlement  of  this  town,  the  Alewive'S 
had  a  paiTage  through  it,  into  Accord  pond, 
and  were  in  fuch  plenty  as  to  give  a  full  fup- 
ply  to  the  inhabitants.  This  induced  the 
people  at  that  time  to  attempt  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  them,  in  which  they  fucceeded  by 
opening  proper  filh  ways  through  the  mill 
dams,  and  conveying  the  fifh,  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year,  in  a  proper  vehicle  into  the  pond  ; 
this  was  done  by  keeping  it  near  the  bank  of 
the  river,  and  frequently  fhifting  the  water 
in  the  veffel.  After  this,  the  fiih  increafed 
annually  until  there  was  a  pretty  good  fupply  ; 
but  as  there  were  many  fhoal  places  in  the  ri- 
ver, which  required  very  conftant  attention,  the 
expenfe  of  which  and  the  lofs  fuftained  by 
flopping  the  mills,  exceeded,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  town,  the  advantages  of  the  fifh,  the 
bufinefs  was  neglected  ;  fo  that  for  a  number 
of  years  they  have  been  perfectly  cut  off  from 
the  pond.  Notwithstanding  fome  of  the  fifh 
annually  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  urg- 
ing a  pafTage  up  ;  but  they  are  decreafed  in 
number  and  reduced  in  fize. 

We  fhall  find  on  examination,  that  the  fifh 
though  of  the  fame  kind,  in  one  river  are 
much  larger  and  fitter  than  in  any  other  ri- 
ver in  its  vicinity.  If  thefe  fifh  were  fufFered 
t©  intermix,  the  difference  now  fo  very  appar- 
ent 
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ent  would  not  exift.  If  the  fifh.  are  not  di-* 
redied  by  fome  laws  in  nature,  to  the  rivers  in 
which  they  were  fpawned,  how  fhall  we  ac- 
count for  the  Salmon  being  in  Connecticut  ri- 
ver, and  in  Merrimack,  and  the  rivers  lying 
between,  perfectly  deftitute  of  thofe  fifh.  ? 
Was  there  not  fomething  irrefiftibly  enchant- 
ing, in  the  waters  in  which  they  refpective- 
ly  originated,  we  mould  probably  find  fome 
ftraggling  Salmon  in  the  intermediate  rivers. 

Whilft  I  refided  in  Philadelphia  in  178a 
and  1783,  1  difcovered  that  the  Shad  brought 
to  market  from  the  Schuylkill  were  about  one 
third  part  better  than  thofe  tak^ri  in  the  Dela- 
ware.    Thefe  fifh  come  up  the  bay  together 
in  the  fpring,  and  take,  each  fchull  its  proper 
river,  about  five  miles  below  the  city  ;    they 
are  caught  but  a  few  miles  above  it,  fo  that  iri 
a  few  hours  after  they  divide,   they  fall  into 
the  nets  of  the  fifhermem     Were  there  not 
fomethinsr  in  the  nature  of  the  waters  of  thefe 
rivers ,  by  which  the  fifh  are  alluf ed  to  them 
refpectively,  we  certainly  fhould  find  the  fifh 
in  the  different  rivers  exactly  alike,  for  we 
cannot  fuppofe  that  they  experience  any  mate- 
rial change  between  the  time  of  their  fepara- 
tion  and  the  time  of  their  being  caught.     As 
the  Shad  taken  in  the  Schuylkill  are  and  always 
have  been  of  a  much  fuperior  quality  to  thofe 
taken  in  the  Delaware,  we  muft  fuppofe  that 

there 


APPENDIX.  457 

there  is,  in  the  river  firft  mentioned,  food  for 
the  fifh  more  nutritive  than  there  is  in  the  lat- 
ter. I  cannot  think  it  a  very  romantic  idea, 
that  the  waters  are  fo  impregnated  with  certain 
particles  which  fhall  be  fufficient  to  allure  the 
fifh  to  thofe  rivers  in  which  they  were  fpawn- 
ed,  or  that  they  are  invited  to  them  by  the  re- 
turning fry,  on  which  they  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  feed.  That  they  do  feed  differently, 
fpme  on  food  more  nutritive  than  others,  can- 
not be  denied ;  to  this  is  owing  the  different 
{ize  of  the  fifh.  They  leave  the  rivers  under 
different  circumftances,  and  fo  return  to  them 
again. 

The  fhad  and  alewife  frequent  the  fame  wa- 
ters in  which  they  drop  their  fpawns.  The 
fhad,  prior  to  this,  work  up  a  little  circular 
fand  bank,  on  which  the  fpawns  are  lodged, 
and  are  guarded  from  that  definition  to  which 
they  would  be  expofed  from  the  fmall  fifh, 
did  not  the  male  conftantly  play  around  the 
depofit.  While  the  eggs  or  fpawns  of  the  ale- 
wife  are  fecured  by  being  depofited  in  fhoal 
water,  which  prevents  their  being  annoyed  by 
the  large  fifh. 

The  idea  that  fifh  always  return  to  the  fame 
rivers  in  which  they  are  fpawned,  will  not  ap- 
pear improbable  wThen  we  confider  what  are 
the  general  laws  which  feem  to  controul  the 
whole  finny  tribe ;  and  what  would  be  the 
F  f  probable 
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piobable  confequences  fliould  they  be  thrown 

Sown. 

On  the  fhores  of  the  United  States  we  find 
fifh  of  different  kinds,  each  fupplying  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants.     Thefe  are  re- 
ftrjiined  by  fome  laws  in  nature  to  their  own 
feeding    ground  y     they    do  not  invade    the 
rights  of  others,  nor  are  their  rights  infringed 
by  any.   New- York  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  that  State  is  in  the  neigh-? 
bourhood  of  this,  yet  each  State  has  a  very 
different  fifh-market.     So  it  is  with  Pennfyl- 
vania  and  the  States  fouth  of  it.     Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  all  are  fupplied,  and  with  kinds 
of  fiih  peculiar  to  each.     The  Cod-fifh  which 
occupy  the  banks  lying  between  the  latitudes 
of  41  and  45,  are  very  different  on  the  differ- 
ent banks,  and  are  kept  fo  diftinft,  and  are  fa 
iimilar  ov\  the  refpe&ive  banks,  that  a  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  fiihing  bufinefs,  will  fe'pa- 
fate   thofe    caught  on  one  bank  from  thofe 
caught  on  another,  with  as  much  eafe  as  we 
feparate  the  apple  from  trie  pear. 

It  will  be  acknowledged  that  there  can  ex- 
ift  but  a  certain  number  only  of  fiih  in  any 
given  fpace ;  was  not  this  the  cafe,  as  they  are 
fo  prolific  in  their  nature  they  would,  from 
their  natural  increafe,  foon  fo  multiply,  as  that 
the  world,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
would  not  contain  them. 

On 
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On  the  banks  there  appears  nearly  as  many 
fifh.  as  ever,  notvvithftanding  the  great  num- 
bers annually  taken.  The  grand  bank  was, 
three  years  ago,  manifeftly  over  ftocked,  there 
were  more  fifh  on  it  than  could  find  fupport ; 
thofe  taken  were  evidently  on  the  decline,  they 
were  very  thin,  the  fubftance  tender;  it  could 
not  be  haidened  and  preferved  by  fait ;  many 
of  them  would  yield  before  the  knife  in  fplit- 
ting  and  fall  to  pieces  before  they  could  be 
conveyed  to  the  flakes.  The  caufe  is  not 
known,  probably  the  fpawns  of  that  feafon  were 
better  preferved  than  they  had  ufually  been. 

Were  thofe  reftraining  laws  of  nature,  which 
now  confine  the  different  fchulls  of  fifh  to  their 
own  limits,  thrown  down,  and  all  could  wan^- 
der  without  controul  there  would  be  the  moft 
iminent  danger  of  a  total  deftruction  of  nearly 
the  whole  kind,  as  well  in  the  rivers  as  on  the 
banks,  for,  as  was  faid  before,  there  can  but  a 
certain  number  exift  in  a  given  fpace. 

Permit  me  farther  to  requefl,  in  fupport  of 
the  doctrine  advanced,  an  attention  to  that  fyf- 
tem  and  order  fo  confpicuous  in  the  operations 
of  nature,  and  the  great  regularity  preferved  a- 
mong  the  things  of  creation,  animate  and  in- 
animate, by-that  Wifdom  which  made  and  gov- 
erns the  world. 

Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  different  nations 

difperfed  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  by  Him 

F  f  %  who 
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who  originally  fixed  bounds  to  the  habitations 
of  men,  and  as  a  reftraint  to  them,  and  that 
each  tribe  mould  retain  its  own  limits,  he  gave 
to  each  nation  a  different  language :  We  find 
the  different  nations  and  tribes,  though  poffeff- 
ing  very  different  climates,  and  if  we  were  to 
judge,  enjoying  the  means  cf  different  degrees 
of  happinefs,  feverally  tenacious  of  the  limits 
affigned  them,  and  where  a  God  is  acknowl- 
edged, they  very  flncerely  and  univerfally 
thank  him  that  they  are  favoured  above  their, 
fellow  men, 

Was  it  not  for  the  fuperin tending  care,  and 
the  influence  of  the  Governor  of  the  univerfe, 
who  fcatters  in  the  paths  of  men  fuch  motives 
as  fall  with  weight  and  conviction  on  their 
minds,  and  lead  them  to  prefer  their  climate 
above  any  other,  no  inhabitants  would  be 
found  in  the  burning  fands  under  the  torrid, 
nor  on  the  frozen  cragged  mountains  under  the 
frigid  zones  ;  We  find  however  under  each, 
multitudes  of  people,  who  are  fo  fitted  for 
their  refpective  fituations,  that  they  are  not 
only  happy,  but  are  really  partial  to  the  place 
affigned  them,  and  envy  not  the  dominion  of 
others,  and  feldom  or  never  invade  them,  but 
from  motives  of  avarice,   pride  and  ambition. 

We  find  that  the  people  who  inhabited  the 
American  Ihores  on  the  firft  difcovery  of  them, 
were  divided  into  little  kingdoms  or  tribes, 

each 
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fcach  fpeaking  a  different  language,  and  were 
enemies  one  to  the  other  ;  hence  they  were  pre- 
ferved  from  famine  and  want,  for  they  depend- 
ed principally  upon  the  fpontaneous  growth  of 
the  earth,  and  upon  fifhing  and  hunting  for 
their  fupport*  Whatever  kept  them  afunder 
was  an  act:  of  mercy  ;  with  their  ideas,  they 
could  not  have  lived  compactly,  ruin  muff 
have  been  the  neceffary  confequence  of  the  at- 
tempt. 

What  fhort  of  that  influence  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  natural  order  of  things,  could  have 
prevented  mankind  from  abandoning  the  more 
inhofpitable  parts  of  the  globe,  running  toge- 
ther and  uniting  in  climes  the  moft  friendly  and 
pleafant,  and  much  the  greater  part  of  them 
becoming  thereby  their  own  executioners. 
Although  from  an  high  cultivation  of  theearth, 
food  may  be  drawn  for  a  great  multitude  of 
people,  yet  population  cannot  exceed  certain 
bounds  ;  whenever  that  takes  place,  the  falu- 
brity  of  the  air  is  destroyed*  contagion  rages, 
the  people  ficken  and  die* 

Let  me  now  point  you  to  the  birds  of  paf- 
fage,  and  afk  that  you  would  permit  your  ideas 
to  follow  them  in  their  flight  from  fouth  to 
north,  in  fpring,  and  from  north  to  fouth,  in  au- 
tumn, and  you  will  find  that  they  are  annual- 
ly pointed  to  the  fame  objects,  and  are  as  con- 
Rant  in  their  flight  and  as  regular  in  their 

courfe 
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courfe  as  are  the  feafons.  We  may,  at  a  par* 
ticular  time  of  the  year,  trace  the  fwallow  into 
its  hiding  place,  and  the  robin  and  the  lark  to 
to  the  forefts,  where  they  retire  for  flielter 
from  the  inclemency  of  an  approaching  winter, 
and  fee  them  in  the  morning  of  fpring  return- 
ing to  the  fame  habitations  and  branches,  and 
often  to  the  fame  nefts  they  occupied  before, 
and  which  from  neceffity  they  had  abandoned* 
Different  fowls,  natives  of  different  climes,  are 
fo  fitted  to  their  native  air,  that  many  of  them 
cannot  exift  out  of  it. 

The  rattle  fnake,  the  moft  poifonous  reptile 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  circumfcribed  in 
his  limits,  and  cannot  exift  beyond  a  certain 
degree  of  northern  latitude,  nor  can  he  be  trans- 
ported acrofs  the  Atlantic.  By  what  laws  in 
nature  he  is  reftrained  we  know  not  ;  that  he 
is  reftrained  is  a  fad:,  and  is  not  known  in 
one  part  of  this  Commonwealth  while  much 
dreaded  in  another.  The  fame  reftraint  lies 
on  different  reptiles  in  the  fouthern  States,  and 
though  one  part  are  in  a  degree  endangerefd  by 
them*  yet  others  are  perfectly  free  from  their 
poifonous  ftings.  Thefe  animals,  neceffary  on 
the  whole,  as  are  the  flies,  which  multiply  in 
proportion  to  the  impurity  of  the  air  by  which 
they  are  furrounded,  make  a  part  of  the  great 
whole,  and  have,  I  doubt  not,  a  benevolent 
commhTion,  in  the  execution  of  which  the 
happinefs  of  man  is  materially  concerned. 

Beafts 
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Beafts  of  the  moil  ferocious  kind,  neceffary 
in  the  chain,  are  peculiar  to  certain  climates* 
and  are  the  leaft  dreaded  where  moft  known : 
A  belief  that  they  will  not  exceed  the  limits 
affigned  them,  prevents  their  giving  terror  to 
others ;  while  thofe  of  a  different  kind  ferve 
for  our  life,  are  fitted  to  live  in  the  various  cli- 
mates in  which  they  have  been  placed,  and 
ieem,  by  £>me  inftinct  of  nature  to  be  perfect- 
ly fubmiffive  ;  and  are  bound  with  much  eafe 
to  the  limits  affigned  them, 

When  we  take  a  view  of  the  whole  of  the 
order   eftablifhed  originally,   and  which  has 
been  preferved  in  the  world  ;  when  we  fee 
man  difperfed  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
ail  evident  defign  that  he  mould  remain  fo  dif- 
perfed, and  when  we  behold,  that  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  care  has  been  taken  that  under 
every  circumftance  of  civilization*,  or  barba- 
rifm,  a  full  fupply  of  food  can  be  obtained  by 
each,  in  a  way  beft  fitted  to  themfelves ;  when 
we  fee  the  birds  of  paffage,  anxious  to  per- 
form their  part,  and  (which  is  important  in- 
deed to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  higher 
latitudes)  taught   to  fly  in  winter  to  climes 
more  friendly  to  their  exiftence*  and  led  back 
to  nourifh  the  waking  Laplander,  after  a  winr- 
tef  of  retirement  and  fleep.    When  we  fee  the 
care  exercifed  towards  man  evinced  in  the  ex- 
iftence  of  even  the  moft  poifonous  animals, 
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fitted  to  inhale  the  more  fubtil  and  pointed  par- 
ticles floating  in  air,  which  are  too  keen  for 
our  habits,  and  obferve  the  irritating  fly,bufi- 
]y  employed  in   fipping  the  putrid  matter,  in 
the  firft  ftages  of  it,   which  otherwife  would 
float  incompatible   with  a  falubrious  atmof- 
phere,  neceflary  to  our  happinefs.    When  we 
fee  the  natural  timidity  implanted  in  the  nature 
of  the  moft  ferocious  animals,  fleeing  at  the 
approach  of  man  ;  and  the  docility  of  thofe 
more  immediately  intended  for  our  ufe.  When 
\ve  carefully  review  thefe  things,  and  ftudy 
with  attention  the  works  of  nature,  the  great 
book  of  God,  which  if  underftood  cannot  mif- 
lead,  and  our  minds  are  guided  by  proper  con- 
fi  derations,  we  mail  be  freed  from  all  anxious 
fears,  left  one  part  of  the  fyftem  inould  clafh 
with  another,  but  inftead  thereof  we  mail  find 
ourfelves  perfectly  fatisfied  in  the  belief  that 
each  will  occupy  its  own  orb  until  the  whole 
fhall  be  diffolved. 

I  have  little  doubt  in  my  own  mind  but  that 
every  river  whofe  fource  is  in  a  lake  or  pond, 
where  the  waters  are  quiet,  might  with  great 
eafe  be  replenifhed  with  fome  kind  of  filh  or 
other.  I  think  there  was  a  time  when  they 
were  filled.  Could  we  fucceed  in  this  meafure 
the  advantages  would  be  important,  for  it 
would  multiply  our  cod  and  other  ground  fifli 
about  our  fhores,  in  proportion  as  we  mcreafe 

the 
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the  fmall  river  fifh,  for  they  are  the  proper 
food  of  the  ground  fifh,  which  in  purfuit 
thereof,  are  allured  quite  into  our  harbours, 
and  give  us  a  more  eafy  fupply.  We  have  un- 
doubtedly been  criminally  inattentive  to  the 
propagation  of  the  oyfter,  in  different  parts  of 
our  fhores  ;  we  can  probably  fill  our  channels 
with  thefe  fhell  fifh  with  much  more  eafe  than 
we  can  fill  our  paftures  with  herds  znd  flocks. 
I  have  a  fatisfaction  in  fubmiting  thefe  ob- 
fervations  to  you,  which  is  feldom  to  be  en- 
joyed, viz.  that  I  mall  receive  a  full  compen-* 
fation — one  fmile  will  do  it,  that  I  am  fure 
they  will  beget,  for  you  muft  long  fince  have 
been  taught  that  we  had  better  fmile  than  weep 
at  the  vanity  of  others* 

With  efteem  and  affection  * 
I  am  always  your  friend, 

B.  LINCOLN, 
Rev.  Mr.  Belknap, 


No. 
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No.XXXIL 

On  the  fame  fubjeB. 

A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  D  a  ni  e  l  Li  t t  l  £ 
of  Wells  y  to  the  Author ■; 

Wells,  Dec.  13,  1791. 

PEAR  SIR, 

GENERAL  LINCOLN'S  letters  contain 
many  curious  and  pleafing  arguments  to 
prove  that  "  river  fifh  always  return  to  the 
rivers  and  ponds  where  they  were  fpawned." 
The  thought  was  perfectly  new  to  me,  till  I 
met  with  it,  about  three  years  ago  in  a  manu- 
fcript  of  the  General's,  which  I  had  the  hon- 
our of  perufing,  and  which  gave  rife  to  a  cor- 
refpondence  on  that  and  fome  other  fubjedfs. 
I  wifh  your  inquiries  may  occafion  fome  ufe-; 
ful  publication  on  this  head. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  information  fitice,  t 
have  met  with  nothing  that  militates  againfl 
the  General's  arguments;  but  father  the  con- 
trary. -~ 

Some  time  ago,  I  lodged  at  the  houfe  of 
Col.  Baldwin  of  Woburn,  and  fpent  the  even- 
ing with  his  aged  father  ;  who,  in  the  courfe 
of  converfation,  informed  me,  that  a  canal  was 

made 
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Rlade,  within  the  limits  of  his  acquaintance, 
extend  the  feeding  ground  of  the  river  fifli 
from  one  pond  to  another ;  but  that  the  fifli 
never  removed  from  their  original  and  native 
pond ;  though  the  communication  was  fhort 
and  the  waters  plenteous. 

When  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  the  laft 
fummer,  I  fpent  feveral  days  among  the  peo- 
ple fettled  on  the  banks  of  the  Sebafteecook, 
ten  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  Kenne- 
beck*  The  ftreams  that  fall  into  Sebafteecook 
are  numerous,  and  abound  with  the  fmall  riv- 
er fifhj  fuch  a  alewives,  &c*  The  people  fay- 
that  at  the  time  of  the  running  of  thele  fifh, 
they  afcend  the  ftreams  at  diftind;  periods  in 
fucceflion  ;  and  that  the  fchulls  never  feparate, 
interfere  or  tranfgrefs  in  their  way  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  ponds  or  lakes* 

The  fifh  ponds  and  the  river  fifh  might  be 
greatly  improved,  by  removing  the  natural 
obftru&ions  in  fome  rivers  and  carrying  into 
the  diftant  ponds  live  fifh  to  generate  a  new 
clafs.  By  that  means  new  fettlers  might  con- 
dud:  the  fifh  to  the  doors  of  the  prefent  and 
fucceeding  generations, 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  fincere  friend  and  brother, 
DANIED  UTTLE. 


No, 
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No.  XXXIIL 

ON    POPULATION. 

A  Letter  from  the  Rev,  James  Freeman* 
{who  had  feen  this  work  in  mamtfcripi)  to 
the  Author* 

Bofton,<  Feb.  29,  1792^ 

DEAR  SIR, 

!HE  principles,  upon  which  you  have  cal 


T 


culated  your  Table  of  Population,  for 
the  State  of  New-Hampihire  (page  236)  ap- 
pear to  me  not  to  be  juft.  Supposing  that 
the  annual  increafe  of  inhabitants  is  the  fame, 
you  conclude  that  their  number  has  doubled 
in  lefs  than  nineteen  years.  It  is  faid  to  be  & 
good  rule,  which  works  both  ways.  But  if 
the  number  of  people  in  New-Hampfhire  in- 
creafed  by  the  fame  ratio  previous  to  the  year 
1767,  it  doubled  in  lefs  than  feven  years  j 
for 'diminifliing  52700  by  3883,  your  mean 
number,  it  is  reduced  in  the  year  1.760  to 
-25519.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  the 
annual  increafe  be  no  more  in  future  than 
3883,  above  fix  and  thirty  years  will  elapfe 
before  the  inhabitants  of  New- Hampshire  will 
be  double  the  number  they  were  in  1 796. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  country  augment,  as  far 
at  leafl  as  depends  upon  natural  increafe,  in 

the 
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the  fame  manner  as  a  fum  of  money  put  out 
upon  compound  intereft.  A  hundred  pounds 
at  6  per  cent,  at  theend  of  the  year,  become 
£106,  which  new  principal,  at  the  end  of 
the '  fecond  year,  produces  more  than  £6 
ProfefTor  Wigglefworth,  in  his  Calculations  of 
American  Population  y  has  explained  the  man- 
ner ofconftru cling  tables,  from  which  the  an- 
nual increafe  of  inhabitants,  by  natural  popu- 
lation, may  be  eftimated  for  a  feries  of  years, 
provided  their  number  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  ferie3,  be  afcertained  by  aclual  enu- 
meration, or  by  any  other  accurate  mode. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  New-Hamp- 
fhirein  the  year  1767  was  52700,  and  in  the 
year  1790,  141885.  Here  we  have  the  num- 
ber afcertained  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  a 
period  of  23  years.  Suppofe  52700  to  bee- 
qual  to  1 .  Then  we  have  this  feries  in  geome* 
trical  progreffion,  as 

1  :  a  ::a:  a1-  ax  :  az  ::  a3  :  a*~  to  a*3. 

That  is,  As  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
year  1 767  is  to  their  number  in  the  year  1 768, 
fo  is  that  number  to  their  number  in  the  year 
1769,  and  fo  on  in  the  fame  proportion  to  the 
year  1790. 

BuU23— 1f^;-||=z«,6923i5  ;  the  root  of  which 
or  a  is  equal  to  1 ,044001  ♦  By  involving  the 
value  of  a  to  its  23d  power,  we  have  the  a- 
mount  of  unity  to  the  23d  year  \  the  index  of 
the  power  denoting  the  particular  year. 

The 
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Table  I 
years'  amounts  of  unity 


17 


68n 


769 
1770 

*77*j 
1772 

'773 
1774 

1775 
1776 

i777 

1778 

1779 

3780 

178: 

128?. 

5  7^3 
37^1 

*7j5 

1786 

1787 
1788 
1789 


,0440011^ 


The  value  of  a  being  thus  involved  we  have 
the  following  : 

If  the  number  correfpond* 
ing  to  any  particular  power  of 
a  be  multiplied  by  52700, 
the  product  will  be  the  a- 
mount  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New-Hampfhire,  for  theyear 
denoted  by  the  index  of  the 
power  of  a,  and  which  in  the 
table  is  placed  in  the  fame 
line.  For  example,  if  we 
multiply  5  2  700  by  1,351785, 
which  in  the  table  is  placed 
in  the  fame  line  with  1774, 
the  produft,  rejecting  the  dec- 
imal part$,  will  be  71239, 
which  is  a  little  more  than 
one  half  of  141885.  Con- 
279012,692315— a23  fequently,  upon  the fuppoft- 
tion,  that  the  increafe  of  inhabitants  in  New- 
Hampfhire  was  uniform,  during  the  period  in- 
cluded in  this  table,  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
their  number  was  doubled  in  a  little  more  than 
fixteen  years. 

But  from  the  furvey  taken  in  theyear  1775, 
it  appears  that  the  increafe  was  not  uniform. 
At  that  time  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  was  found  to  amount  to  82200, 
whereas,  if  it  be  calculated  by  the  table,  it  will 

be 


1 ,08993  9— a2 

i,'37M=ra3 
1,187967— a* 
1,240239— <z5 
1,294812— a6 

I,35i7^5=^7 
1,4411  26— a8 

i,473364=tf9 

1.69-5877— a11 
1,676538— a** 
1  >  7^0308— a ?3 
1,827324— a1"*" 
1.907729— <z* 5 
1,991672— tf16 
2,o79309z=a17 

2,170802— <2lS 

2,266320— <Z19 
-*,366o42— <z2° 
2,470151— 021 
2,578842— -a1 
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be  no  more  than  74373.  It  is  evident  there- 
fore, that  the  augmentation  of  the  people  was 
more  rapid  between  the  years  1767  and  1775, 
than  between  the  years  1775  and  1790.  This 
difference  can  eafily  be  accounted  for.  The 
late  war  undoubtedly  checked  the  progrefs  of 
population,  as  you  have  clearly  fhown,  page 

234- 

To  afcertain  at  what  rate  the  inhabitants  of 

New-Hampfhire  increafed  between  1767  and 
1775,  a  period  of  8  years,  let  us  fuppofe,  as 
before,  52700  to  be  equal  to  1.  Then  #8— 
1 ,559772,  that  is  |tpg,  the  root  of  which,  or  ay 
is  1,056928,  which  being  involved  to  its  13th 
power,  will  give  the  amounts  of  unity,  as  in 
the  following  : 

From  this  table  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  people  of  New* 
Hampfhire,  if  the  progrefs 
of  population  had  not  been 
checked  by  the  war,  would 
have  doubled  their  numbers 
in  lefs  than  thirteen  years  ; 
for  2,058910,  which  corref-* 
ponds  to  the  1 3th  power  of  a, 
multiplied  by  52700,  wTill 
produce  108504. 
The  peace  of  1783  prevented  the  further 
deftruction  of  men.  It  may  therefore  be  pre- 
fumed  that  the  progrefs  of  population  was  the 

lame 


Table  II. 

y ear s^  amounts  of  unity 


176811,0569281— :# 
1 769;  i,i  1 7098— ^ 
1770  1,180692— tf: 
17711, 248908— ^ 
1772!15320007=a" 
*773  i  ,395*53= a< 

*7751,559772—a 
1776  1.648568— a' 

1777,15743418zz:a 

1778  1,842669— a 

3779  1,948012— £ 

I780  2.O5891O— <2 
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fame,  or  nearly  the  fame,  between  that  year  and 
the  year  1790,  as  between  the  years  1767  and 
1775.  Allowing  it  to  be  the  fame,  it  will  be 
eaiy  to  determine  the  number  of  people  in 
New-Hampfhire  in  1783.  The  difference  be-, 
tween  1783  and  1790  is  7.  If  therefore  we 
divide  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  year 
1790  by  the  fum  correfponding  to  the  7th 
power  of  a,  the  quotient  will  be  the  number 
in  1783  ;  but  ^^^=96220. 

We  have  here  found  a  4th  number,  from 
which  may  determine  the  progrefs  of  popula- 
tion from  1775  to  1783,  a  period  of  8  yearSo 
Suppofe  82200,  the  number  in  1775,  to  be 
equal  to  1.  Then  ^3=|lHfc  1,1705 59,  the 
root  of  which,  or  a,  is  1 ,019880,  which  being 
involved  to  the  8th  power,  will  give  the  a- 
mounts  of  unity,  as  in  the  following  : 

Calculating  the  number  of 
inhabitants  from  1767  to 
1775,  and  from  1783  to 
1790,  by  Table  II,  and  from 
1775  to  1783  by  Table  III, 
we  may  form  the  following 
Table  of  Population  for  New- 
Hampfhire. 

From  this  table  it  appears, 
that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  New-Hampfhire  has  doubled 
in  lefs  than  eighteen  years  j  for 

the 


yea 


Table  III. 
amounts  of  unity 


1776 
I777 
1778 

*779 
1780 
1781 
17S2 
*783 


1,019880— # 
1,040156— & 
I5O00832— # 
1,08  1924— a 
1,103433—  a 
1,125370=^ 

i,i47742=^ 


Table  of 
Population 


1767J527OO 

1  768i55700 
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1769I  5887 


1770 
1771 
1772 

1773 

1774 

1775 
1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

1781 

1782 

i7§3 
1784 

1785 
1786 

1787 

1788 

1789 

1790 


62222 
65817 
69564 

735H 
77710 
82200 

8383+ 

85500 

87200 

88934 
90702 

92505 

94344 
96220 

101696 

107485 
1 13606 
1 201 70 
1 27061 
1 34241 
141885 


the  half  of  the  number  taken 
by  the  cenfus,  viz.  70942,  falls 
between  the' years  1772  and 

x773- 

This    conclufion   may  be 

confidered  as  very  near  the 
truth.  But  it  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  table  of  pop- 
ulation is  not  perfectly  exact ; 
for  the  augmentation  of  num- 
bers in  New-Hampfhire  has 
undoubtedly  arifen,  in  part, 
from  immigration.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  determine  with  preci- 
fion,  what  the  amount  of  this 
immigration  is.  But  we  may 
give  a  probable  conjecture  as 
to  theacceffion  of  inhabitants, 
which  it  has  eventually  pro- 
duce d.  For  if  we  can  afcer- 
tain  the  number  of  years,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  col- 
lectively taken,  have  generally  doubled  their 
numbers  by  natural  increafe,  we  mall  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  data,  by  which  we  may  efti- 
mate  the  natural  increafe  of  inhabitants  in 
New-Hampfhire  from  the  year  1767  to  the 
year  1790,  which  number  being  fubfti acted 
from  the  number  taken  by  the  cenfus,  the  re- 
mainder will  be  immigrants  and  the  natural  in- 
creafe which  has  arifen  from  them. 

Gg  Dr 
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Dr.  Wigglefvvorth  fuppofes  [Calculations,  page 
21 )  that  the  number  of  pedple  in  the  United 
States  is  doubled  by  natural  increafe  in  25 
years.  Multiplying,  therefore,  52700  by 
1,8921  i^g—a7,2  in  his  Table  (page  14),  the 
product  is  99714,  the  difference  between 
which  and  141 885  is  421 71. 

But  I  have  reafon  to  believe ,  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States  double  their  num- 
bers, by  natural  increafe,  in  a  lefs  period  of 
time  than  Dr.  Wigglefworth  imagines.     In  a 
Table,   which  I  have  calculated  for  eight  of 
the  United  States,  viz.  New-Hamplhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Rhode4fland,  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
including  Kentucky,  I  have  made  a1*  equal  to 
2,0291905  ;  that  is,  by  this  Table,  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  thefe  States,  collectively 
taken,  doubled  in  lefs  than  22  years,  during  a 
period  ending  in  the  year  1790.     Pennsylva- 
nia, one  of  the  States  not  included  in  the  cal- 
culation, eftimating  by  the  increafe  of  its  rate- 
able polls  from   1770  to  1786,  doubles  its 
numbers  in  lefs  than  22  years.     If  this  State, 
therefore,  were  added,  it  Would  render  the  pe- 
riod of  doubling  ftill  fhorter,  as  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Connecticut,  compared  with 
-the  other  States  contained  in  the  calculation, 
increafe  very  {lowly,  on  account  of  the  perpe* 
tual  emigrations  which  are  made  from  them\ 

The 
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The  bthfeir  States  not  included  in  the  calcula- 
tion are  Vermont,  Delaware,  North-Carolina , 
South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  befide  the  Wef- 
tern  Territory.  I  do  not  poflefs  fufficient  ma- 
terials, to  eftimate  with  accuracy,  the  progrefs 
of  population  in  thefe  States.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  Vermont,  North-Carolina,  and 
Georgia  are  rapidly  increafihgi  If  a  calcula- 
tion could  be  formed  upon  the  whole  of  the 
United  States*  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  found,  that,  by  natural  iricreafe,  and  by 
emigration  from  foreign  countries ;  they  have 
actually  doubled  their  numbers  in  21  years, 
notwithftanding  the  deftruction  of  men  by  the 
late  war.  The  acceffion  of  foreigners  bears  no 
perceptible  proportion  to  the  natural  increafe 
of  nearly  four  millions  of  people.  Making 
however  a  very  liberal  allowance  for  it,  I  think  I 
am  juftifiedin  concluding,  that  the  natural  in- 
creafe of  inhabitants  in  the  United  States,  may 
be  eftimated  by  the  Table  above  mentioned. 
In  this  table  ax  is  equal  td  2,02919056,  and 
a  is  equal  to  1,03296843,  confequently  az  is 
equal  to  2,09608972.  If,  therefore,  we  multi- 
ply this  number  by  5  2700,  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants in  New-Hampfhire,  in  1767,  the  pro- 
duct will  be  1 10463,  the  number  they  Would 
have  been,  by  natural  increafe,  in  the  year 
1790  ;  which  being  deducted  from  the  num- 
ber taken  by  the  cenfus,  the  remainder  is 
Gg2  314MJ 
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31422,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  ftock 
formed  by  immigration  and  the  natural  increafe 
arifing  from  it.  Making  ufe  of  the  fame 
Table  which  I  have  juft  mentioned,  there  is 
no  great  difficulty  in  determining  the  number 
of  immigrants,  which  New-Hampfhire  has  re- 
ceived, one  year  with  another,  for  the  period 
of  23  years,  ending  in  1 790.  Let  z  reprefent 
this  number. 

Then  z-f  za-\-zarJ^zaz-^-xa^^- za5 +za6+za7 +za*+za* 
zalZ+zaI9+zazo-\-z.aZI+z:izz=i3i4_2.2. 

That  is,  innumbers,  33,53096515  £=3 1422- 
Confequently  *=*&&****?  =937tt 

Multiplying  this  number  by  23,  the  pro- 
duct is  21553,  the  amount  of  immigrations  into 
New-Hampfhire  in  23  years.  As  it  is  your 
opinion,  that  the  emigrations  from  the  neigh- 
bouring States  were  not  fo  large  during  the  five 
firft  years  of  the  war,  as  before  or  fince,  for 
the  fake  of  a  round  number,  I  will  fuppofe 
that  New-Hampfhire,  during  the  remaining 
1 8  years,  annually  received  an  addition  of  1 000 
perfons,  befide  the  children  who  were  born 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  From  thefe  data  a 
more  accurate  Table  of  population  might  be 
conftrucled,  than  that  which  I  have  given  ; 
but  it  would  not  differ  fo  materially  from  it,  as 
to  affect  my  general  conclusion  ;  for  the  half 
of  the  number  taken  by  the  cenfus  in  the 
year  1 790  would   ftill  fall  between  the  years 

1772 
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1772  and  1773.  I  would  therefore  confider 
it  as  an  eftabliihed  fact,  that  the  number  of 
people  inNew-Hampihirehasa&ually  doubled 
in  lefs  than  eighteen  years. 

It  is  a  fentiment  which  I  have  heard  you 
exprefs,  that  there  will  ftill  continue  to  be  a 
rapid  population  in  New-Hampihire  for  ma- 
ny future  years.  The  State  at  prefent  is  thin- 
ly fettled  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  contain- 
ing not  quite  fifteen  inhabitants  to  one  fquare 
mile.  In  Connecticut,  which  is  increafing  in 
numbers,  there  are  fifty-one  inhabitants  to  a 
fquare  mile ;  and  probably  as  many  in  Rhode- 
Wand.  But  there  is  not  fo  much  water  and 
unimproveable  land  in  Connecticut  as  in 
New-Hampfhire.  The  latter  State  you  in- 
form us,  page  1 3,  contains  9491  fquare  miles; 
from  which,  if  we  deduct  156  fquare  miles 
for  water,  and  480  fquare  miles,  for  uninhab- 
itable mountains,  the  remainder  is  8855,  by 
which,  if  we  divide  141 885,  the  quotient  is 
1 6.  The  habitable  parts  of  New-Hampihire 
then  contain  fixteen  inhabitants  to  a  fquare 
mile.  You  have  therefore  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  rapidity  of  its  population  will  not  be 
checked  for  many  years.  Prefuming  that  the 
State  will  annually  receive  a  thoufand  immi- 
grants, I  will  venture  to  calculate  its  popula- 
tion from  the  year  1790  to  the  year  1800,  at 
or  before  which  time  a  new  ccnfus  will  be  ta- 
ken, 
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ken,  by  which  it  will  be  difcovered  whether 
my  predictions  be  juft  or  not. 

Table   of 
Population. 

J790J141885 
1791  J47562 


i792,I534^6 
I793|I59484 
1 794|  1 65742 


*795 
1796 

1797 
1798 

?799 

1800 


172206 
178883 
185780 
192904 
200263 
207865. 


> 


Calculated  by  the  Table  re- 
ferred to  above,  in  which  a 
is  equal  to  1 ,03296843,  and 
1000  added  annually  for 
immigrants. 


I  fear  that  your  patience  is  now  exhaufted 
with  my  tables,  I  will  not  therefore  trefpafs 
no  further  iipon  your  time,  than  tQ  add  by  way 
of  apology,  that  no  calculations  can  be  too  mi- 
nute, which  tend  to  demon vtrate  the  iqcreafing 
profperity  of  a  State,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
have  fo  long  been  diftinguifhed  for  their  bra- 
very  and  love  of  freedom. 

With  fincere  refpecl:, 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

your  affectionate  brother, 
JAMES  FREEMAN. 
Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap. 
N.  B.   Since  the   foregoing  letter  was  re- 
ceived, inquiry  has  been  made  of  the  Secretary 
whether  there  be  any  documents  in  hjs  office 
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from  which  the  number  of  people  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  previous  to  1 767  can  with  any 
probability  be  afcertained.  After  fpending 
feveral  days  in  fearching  the  books  and  files, 
the  Secretary  writes  that  '  The  only  numbers 
'  of  rateable  polls  to  be  found  in  his  office 
*  from  1 742  to  1 767  were  as  follows  : 
'  1742 — 5172*  no  returns  from  Nottingham, 
1  Barrington  and  Gofport. 

'  1753—  6392. 
'  1767 — 11964.' 

It  may  be  afked,  what  is  the  proportion  be- 
tween rateable  polls  and  inhabitants  ?  If  the 
number  of  inhabitants  as  eftimated  in  1767, 
viz.  52700  be  divided  by  1 1964,  the  rateable 
polls  9  the  quotient  will  be  nearly  4y,  which 
gives  the  proportion  for  that  year.  But 
whether  the  fame  will  hold  for  other  years  is 
uncertain,  New-Hampfhire  was  peculiarly 
circumftanced  in  refpect  of  population,  for 
fifteen  years  preceeding  and  fifteen  years  fuc- 
ceeding  the  conqueft  of  Canada  in  1760, 
During  the  former  period  the  population  was 
very  flow,  excepting  by  the  natural  increafe. 
During  the  latter  the  immigration  was  ex- 
tremely rapid.  It  is  alfo  to  be  noted  that  in 
the  old  towns  there  is  a  much  greater  propor- 
tion of  old  men,  women  and  children,  than 
in  the  new  fettlements  ;  confequently  the 
ne  v  have  more  rateable  polls  in  proportion  to 
their  numbers  than  the  old  towns.  Ad~ 
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lately  received. 
Since  that  Sheet  was  printed,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pike  of  Somerfworth  died,  in  the  89th 
year  of  his  age;  and  the  Rev.  Pearson 
Thurston  is  ordained  in  that  place. 

Of the  firjl fet  tiers  in  Rochefler  who  have  died 

within  fix  teen  years  lajl  pajl  the  ages  were  as 

follows  : 

Above  100  years      •. 1 

Cgq  and  ioo- % 

,  J  80  and    00 — — 14 

between  <     ^       10^         „I 

^.  70  ana    80 20 

\j)0  and    70 4 

r 
4?- 

Now  living. 

(""90  and  100 1 

between  ^  80  and    90 9 

(jyo  and    80 -5 

*5 

Males.  7.     Females     8 

Of  the  firft  fettlers  in  Barrington  the  number 
now  living  and  their  ages  are  as  follows  : 

{90  and  1 00  1 

80  and    90 10 
70  and    80— 3 

*4 
Males  1 1 .     Females     3 
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rage  270  line  11  for  fix  read  Jour. 
276  18        reward  r.  award. 

308  2d  column,  Barringham  r.  Barringtoh; 

309  2d  column,  Effington  r.  Effingham. 
478  line  18  dele  no. 


Corrections  to  the  Botanical  and  Zoological  catalogue,  by  the  Revc 

Dr.  Cutler. 

Page  100,  line  3  Yellow  oak  makes  good  pipe  Staves. 
White  makes  the  beft  fhip  timber. 

Page.  line.  ^age 

xoo   10  Quercus  prinus  168  2d  col.  line  16  17  alca 

112   18  Populus  balfiamijera         169  2  bajfanus 

121    18  Gooseberry grojfu-      182  3      .    cimex 

laria  7  papilio 

125    19  fambucus  183  9  quadricornis 

22  adianthum  pedatum  13   loligo 

127     1   arum  americaniim  be-        ult.   Anemone  marina  {\ocq° 

tcejolia  motiva.y' 

148   13  Jelis 

253   14  after  Jpecies  add  ? 
154        fiber 

Additions  to  the  zoological  catalogue  by  Mr.  Peck* 

Pigeon  Hawk  Falco  Subbuteo. 

Fish  Hawk  Falco  Halioetus. 

Horned   Owl  Strix  Bubo. 

Old  Wife  Anas  Hyemalis. 

M  u  r  r  Alca  For  da. 

Petteril  Procellaria  Pelagica* 

Large   Spotted  Loon  Colymbus  Glacialis. 

Dobclink  or  No  Tail  Colymbus  Podiceps. 

Sea  Sucker  Petromyzoh  Marinus* 

T h  o  r  n  b  a  c  k  Raja  Fullon  ica  ? 

Dogfish  Squalus  Acanthias. 

Shark  Squalus  Stellaris  ? 

Monk  fish  Lophius  Pijcatorius; 

Halibut  Pleurontcles  Hippoglojfust 
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